
This is a digitai copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legai copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the originai volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we bave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the file s We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legai Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legai. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is stili in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
any where in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's Information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



/^.- ^J^iJ^-^x U^'Jlk. ^'J'^JWMl y ^L:^m' ;^,H id 









x'^'^S? 



^ 


















M<.^'^<^mi^lm 



n 



omnàjBLÉi 







IJTERiTIIRE, SCIEI^CE,&THE ARTS. 

um OF oxtiTu csomnELi. yol.i. 




BATTUE or HA8BBT. 



EDEVBURGH: 

FRINTBBFOS CONSTARLE fc CeEDINBUMCmi 

Am> bi[thst;chance le c9]LQm>aiT. 
1889. 



LIFE 



OP 



OLIVER CROMWELL. 



BY 



THE REV. M.;%U«SELL, LL..D. , . 

AUTHOR OV '' A COKNECTIOK ÓF^SACÌRI^D AKÙ JfiLòfA»!/ ' 



IN TWO VOLUMES. 






VOL- 



EDINBURGH: 

PRINTED FOR CONSTABLE AND CO. 
AND HURST, CHANCE, AND CO. LONDON. 




1829. 



kdiKburch : 
printkd by ballantyne ano company, 

PAUL'S WORK, CANONGATR. 



TO THE 

REV. ARCHIBALD ALISON, LL.B- F.R.S. 

MEMBER OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF LITERATURE, 

&C. «§C.::^«/ - ^ ^ . - ,. _^ 

THIS WORK IS INi^C&fBÉB^'j' ' - /'- 

AS A TOKEN OF ÌTHÉ Ì É'StKP W /, ••.' ** 

ENTRRTAINED POR HIS HIGH CHARACTER AND TALENTS» 



THE AUTHOR. 



CONTENTS. 



rAOK. 

Preface, ▼ 

CHAP. I. 

Containing^ an Account of his Family, as also of his 
Habits and Domestic Pursuits. nntìl he entered 
«pen his Military Career at the breaking out of the 
Civil War, 13 

CHAP. II. 

Containing a short Account of the Politicai and Re- 
ligious Prlnciples which led to the Civil War in 
the relgn of Charles the First, . . . .72 

CHAP. III. 

Comprehending the Incidents which occun-ed from 
the meeting of the Long Parliament, in Norember 
1640, until the new-modelling of the Army, at the 
suggestion of Cromwell, in the year Ì6^h • ^ 



VI CONTENT8. 



CHAP. IV. 

Containing an Outline of Public Aifairs from the 
period of the Self-4eDying Ordinance, to the Sur- 
render of his Majesty by the Scots to the English 
Parliament, 194> 

CHAP. V. 

From the Arrivai of the King at Holdenby-Hoine, 
to the period of his Flight from Hampton Court, 236 

CHAP. VI. 

Containing an Accomit of the Principal Occorrences 
whieh toek place from the time that the King ar- 
rived in the lale of Wlght, to the period of his 
Execution in January 1649, . . . . 270 



Norw, ........ 311 



PREFACE. 



The object of these volames, is to gire 
a popular outline of the History of Olivet 
Cromwell, who, ìt is allowed on ali hands^ 
was, in many respects, the most extraordi* 
nary man that England has ever produced. 
Like ali persona who from a low be^ning 
have rìsen to elevated rank, he had ardent 
Mends, and most violent enemies; and 
hence the record of his lìfe, in most instan- 
ces, has either been an undìstingoishing 
eulogy, or a furious Invective. The per- 
sonal and politicai animosity which sprang 
from the doubtful struggle of the Civil War, 
survived a long time the events which mark- 
ed its progress ; as a proof of which, we 
have . only to mention the bitter hatred 
which was directed against the memory of 
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Cromwell, by the writers who espouBed the 
royal cause immediately after the Restora- 
tion, and who continued to exercise a pow- 
erful influence over the public mind, as long 
as the Stuart dynasty occupied the throne. 

But in this, as in ali other instances where 
thè triumph of faction is carried too iar, or 
where the cause of truth is sacrificed to the 
interests of a party, a strong reaction took 
place, as soon as the bias was removed which 
had perverted at once the judgmènt and the 
fioelingsofthepeople. ThemenoftheCcHn- 
moawealth were restoréd once more to pub- 
lic favour; the virtues of Hampden, and 
the patriotism of Pym, became again sub- 
jects of popular veneration; and the ablest 
writers were not ashamed to acknowledge, 
that even the Protector himself possessed 
many high qualities, both as a statesi 
man and a soldier; that he increased or 
maintained the glory of bis country; and 
that he wanted nothing to secure for him a 
place among the most illustrious of princes, 
but a just title to exercise the power which 
he had seized with an armed band. 

In this case, as in the former, there was 
manifested a dccided tendency to excess. 
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The liypocrìsy and dissimalation of Crom- 
well were forgotten, or represented as no- 
tUng more than that politicai caution which 
was altogether ìndìspensaUe in the difficult 
cìrcùmstances wherein he administered the 
goremment. His a:mbition, even when it 
deviated the farthest from the path of sin- 
cerity'and honour, was identified with that 
hoiìest love of fame, which warms every ge- 
nerous bosom ; or ìf it was admìtted to be in 
any respect questionable, it was yindicated as 
the Justifiable feeling of self-defence, which 
compels a man to take ont of the band of 
an enemy the sword which he is sure would 
be used against himself. Again, where it 
was not possible to throw upon bis charac- 
ter the direct rays of approbation, an at- 
tempt was made to secure for it a iavour- 
able light, by darkening to the utmost de- 
gree the actions and motives of King 
Charles the First. 

The contrast now stated will be fully 
illustrated by a perusal of the works of Cla- 
rendon, Heath, Bates, Dugdale, Hollis, 
Coke, and Slingsby Bethel, compared with 
those of Milton, Clement Walker, Win- 
stanly, Sydenhdm, Dawbeny, the author of 
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the UaparnUdied Mimoreh, Gibson, May, 
and Rioraft. In later times tbere is a simt- 
lar dÌTersity in the conclusìons, as to the 
diaracter and policy of Cromwell, wfaieh 
have been drawn by Hume and Echard, <m 
the one band, and by Macaulay, Laing, 
Brodìe» and Godwin, on the other. The 
hust named wrìter, indeed, combines in his 
own narrative the highest praise widi the 
deq^est condemnatiim — ^represoiting Crom- 
well as the beat and greatest of mankind, 
the mo8t humane and generous of patriota, 
while he charges him with the rankeat 
hypocrisy and deceit, and with the intention 
of subjugating his countrymen to a state of 
degradation and slavery. 

There is an anonymous work deserring 
of some notice, entitled *^ A Short Criticai 
Beview of the Politicai Life of Oliver Crom- 
well/' The title page professes that it was 
written by a " Gentleman of the Middle 
Tempie ;" but there is reason to believe that 
ìt proceeded from the pen of the leamed 
Bishop Gibson, who was connected by mar» 
rìage with the Cromwell family. The bio- 
graphy of the Proteetor, compiled by Dr 
Harris, is well known, and justly esteemed 
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as a magazine of information coUeoted from 
the hefst sources ; bat the pian which the 
author porsaed» in imìtation of Bayle, as 
it aeglects entirely the order of eyents, ex- 
hausts at once the sagaeity and patiende of 
the reader. The indastry of Mark Nohle, too, 
has brought to lìght many interesting facts 
respecting the genealogy and descendants 
of Oliver ; and, as he never rested satisfied 
witibottt an anthentic referenee, the yarious 
notioes which he has embodied in his hook 
may he confidently received as ìnaterials of 
history. There are, besides, ^^ M emoirs of 
Oliver Gromwell, and of bis Sons Richard 
and Henry," by a gentleman who boastsof 
having sprang from the Protectoral stock. 
Of thìs work, a mere compilation, nothing 
very flatteriiig can be said ; and ìt is in a 
great degree superseded by a more recent 
perìbrmance, ^^ Oliver Cromwell and bis 
Times," which is at once more judicious 
and more impartial. 

It has been the study of the present au- 
th<»*, while he availed himself of the labours 
of ali bis predeoessors, to avoid the two ex- 
tremes which bave just been pointed out, 
and to give an unbiassed view of CromwcU's 
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conduci; in bis early life; athis first entrance 
npon public business ; in bis acbievements 
as a soldier; in bis rise to politicai power; 
and, finally, in bis govemment of tbe tbree 
kingdoms, wUcb be was tbe first to conquer. 
His cbaracter tbrougbout is made to depend 
upon bis actions ; and the reader, accord- 
ingly,is every wbere supplied witb eyidence 
by means of wbicb be may at once form bis 
own judgment, and also ascertain tbe accu- 
racy of tbe opinions wbicb bave been pro- 
pagated by otbers. 

Leith, October 12, 1829. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Containing an Account ofhis Family^ as also of 
his Habits and Domestic Pursuits until he «i- 
tered upon his MilUary Career at the hreakin^ 
out ofihe Civil War, 

As Crohwell occupied no distinguished place 
in society till he was well advanced in life, his 
biographers have ali along been deprived of the 
advantage of enlivenìng their narrative by a re- 
lation of those minor circumstances of educa- 
tton, early habits and propensities, on which the 
interest of personal history has its main depend- 
ence. Not being bom in that high rank which 
holds out to ali its members the means and in- 
ducements for future eminence, he found no one 
to record his progress through the sereral stages 
of childhood and youth ; the incidents of which^ 
in most cases, not only afford indications of in- 
dividuai temper and disposition, but also, not 
imfrequently, form the character of the mass of 
VOIn 2. A 



14 LIFE OF 

human beings, and determine the line of their 
most ardent pursuits. He Tras nearly forty 
years of age before he attracted any particular 
notice beyond the limiti of hig own family or 
neighbourhood ; and when at length he appear-!> 
ed uke the sun at noonday, and assnmed a place 
in the eye of the world, which secnred for him 
Il lasting celebritv» the ocoorf enoes of hit early 
days were idready forgotten^ or only remem- 
bered by those who» in describing the path 
through which he had advancedto power, were 
too much disposed either to flatter or to con- 
demn. 

In writing the life of a man who owed every 
thing to his own abilities and good fortmie, it 
may seem superfluous to occupy the attention 
of the reader with genealogica! details. It is 
proper, however, to mention that Oliver Crom- 
well belonged to a family which, seyeral gene* 
rations before his timo, nad attamed to a con- 
fliderable degree of weidth and reputation* The 
indnstry of Mr Noble has diicoyered that the 
ancestor of the Protector, in the foorth remove, 
was Morgan Williams, or rather Morgan ap 
William, a Welsh gentleman of respectaUe 
property, whose father, William ap Yevan, held 
an hononrable place in the honsehold of Jasper, 
Duke of Bedford, and eyen, it is said, in that 
of his nephew, King Henry the Seyenth. Mr 
Morgan Williams married a sister of Thomas 
Lord Cromwell, afterwards Earl of Essex, 
through whose powerful interest at Court he 
tras enabled to lay the foundation of that opu- 
lence and rank which oontinned to throw lustre 
on }na descendaats dumg sevend efubs^u^nt 



OLIVEÌt caOMWELL. 1$ 

reigns, His eléent son, under the auspice» of ^ 
tlie Vicar-Oeneral, hU uucle, rose rapidiy iato 
&Tour with Henry the Eighth^ by whom he 
was elevated to the order of Knìghthood, and 
àko eanehed by the grant of some valuaUe 
«rtates whichy from time to time, fell to the dìs» 
pofid of iho OrowAi An attempt on the part 
of the Ronuni GathoUcs» in the year 1536, to 
diade the progress of the Beformation in sonie 
4ti the Baatem eonntieSi afforded to the King a 
pratext fbr demolishing, to a stili greater extent 
tkaa he had hitherto thought expedient, the 
various monastic establishments in that dìstrie^ 
of Bnghmd, «nd for disposing of theìr revenues 
t» bis fìnrourìtes and dependents. Among other 
londs bestowed i^Km Sir Bichard, eìther as the 
reward of his inilitary senriees^ or for a snudi 
fMtyment in money» was the estate of Hinehin- 
orooke, ta the connty of Huntingdon, which 
thenceforth became the prindpal seat of the 
€ron(iweU famil^. 

Thè distingnished person now mentioned àa» 
sumed the ramarne of Cromwell, in compliance 
with s |»oIiey snggested by Henry the Éighth, 
y^Of with the intention of abolishing ali diflh 
llnctimi between the Engltsh and the Welsh, 
fw weily perhapsy as for facilitating business in 
the courts of law, did ali in his power to induce 
the latter people to adopt family names, and to 
reltnquish entirely that more primitive mode 
of denoting lineai deseent which the different 
branehes of the Celtic race appear to bave de-> 
rired from their Orientai progenitors. It would 
«eem that Morgan ap WilUam himself had so 
far aceommodated Ma Bomendature to the new 
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style, that he ehanged bis address to Mr Mor* 
gan Williams; bot as this sarname was stili 
very recent, bis Majesty recommended to Sir 
Ricbard to use that of Cromwell, in hononr of 
his relation the Earl of Essex. Hence, aa aU 
the other sons of the Glamorganshire sqiure 
foUowed at the same time the example of tàeir 
eldest brother, the family patronymic fd^l girav 
dually into disose ; althongh we are informed 
that, in almost ali their deeds and wills, the pro^ 
geny of William ap Yevan signed themselyea 
Oromwell alias Williams, down to the reign of 
James the First 

Sir Richard lefì; his estates and honoursv 
which appear to bave suffered no diminution 
from the downfall of bis powerful relative, Lord 
Essex, to his eldest son, wbose name was Henry. 
This gentleman was held in hi^h esteem hy 
Queen Elizabeth, who knighted him in the yeat 
1563, and did him the f iirther honour of beoor 
ming his gnest, at his house of Hinchinbrooké, 
upon ber return irom visiting the Uniyersity of 
Cambridge. He had six sons, named Oliver, 
Robert, Henry, Richard, Philip, and Ralph; 
the second of whom was the faùier of the re- 
markable individuai wbose character and ac- 
tions constitute the piìncipal subject of the fol- 
lowing narrative. 

Mr Robert Cromwell marrìed the daughter 
of a gentleman resident in the city of Ely, wbose 
name was Steward, a cadet, it is supposed, of a 
famUy of the same name, to whom belonged the 
lands and castle of Rosyth, in ihe coonty of 
Fife. Accordine to Mr Noble, he was called 
William Steward, and described as daiming aa 
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dilmaee io the royal honse of Scotland. Bv 
other wrìtcaw he is denomiiiftted Sir Rieliara> 
Sir ThamBSf and eyen Sir Robert ; a circum- 
BtOBO» ^dbieh proY«s nothing so distiiictly as the 
ebaBority into wìmk his lineage had faUen, ber 
tee the fiune ef his grandson's exploits had 
owakeiied any enrioflity re«pectiiig ìt in the pub- 
lic -mind.' ìAm Cromwell had already been the 
wife of Mr Wiiliam Lyiine> the Bon and heir of 
Jéhn Lyime of BfMsingbeiime» and had i^ji^t 
about a year in irìdewhood before she eontcael* 
ed faer seeond matrìmonìal eng^agement.* 

It ie stated by the industrione anthor of the 
Memein of the Protectoral House of Crom- 
^^rell, làat Robert, the second son o£ Sir Henry, 
isfaerìted» by the i¥ill of bis father, an estate in 
«ad mar the tOMm of Huntingdon, eonsisttng 
i^eiy of possessions which formerly belonged 
to the nooastery of Auguitine Friars, and 
amounting, with the great tidies of Hartford» 
t^ albotit three kundred pounde a*year. It is 
«dded, fhat he nsually reinded at HuntingdoD» 
la a house wfaidbwas either part of the oldhos- 
pitid of St Jdhn, or wm boilt npon tilie site, and 
OQt ef the mins, of that estsblishment. But it 
seems that in this particalar the information 
reeeired by Mr Noble was not perfeotly eor- 

* Her first htist)and dled in the twwity-seYentli ywtf «f 
his age, «nd was 'boried ]a the catliedral of Ely, as a^ 
p«ftn by tlrta Inflcripdon i»^** H!c Inhnwatos jaeet of^ 
^àmm wjfd AAatoMena GvlUlmas Lfnw^ Gneroeiu, fiiios 
et bsBFeiB»" &C After which. is xnentioned the death of an 
Wifant daughter, aad thenis added :— " Posuit amoris erge» 
moestissima illius coiyux Elizabeth filia Gulielmi Stew- 
ard de Ely Armigeri "^NoBi.E, voi. ii. pp. 1^» 1^* 
a2 
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rect ; and, as the building in qnestioti was tluit 
in wliich Oliver first saw the li$^t> the reader 
will be pleased with the foUowing notice con» 
veyed to me by a gentleman who ha8 recently 
inspected the edifice and adjacent grotinds, • as 
well as ali the records which respect the famiiy 
of Gromwell in the neighbourhood of Hmitiag^ 
don. " That it was not ont of the ruins of 8t 
John's hospital that Mr Robert Cromweli's mao- 
sion was erected, is manifest from the fact, that 
the said institution is stili existing and flotirisk- 
ing ; and from its fìmds is supported the gram- 
mar school of the town in which Oliver lumself 
was educated. As Cromwell's ancestor, Sir 
Richard, obtained a rich dowery of the old Abbey 
possessions from Henry the £ighth, it has been 
supposed that the house and lands of the Alt- 
gustine Friars carne into the famiiy in this way. 
But it is stated in the Vahr EccksicuHouSy that 
they were granted to Thomas Andern on the 
suppression of the monasterìes ; and I aseertain- 
ed from an inspection of the ancient wills, r&- 
^stered in the office of the Archdeaeon of Hunt* 
ìhgdon, that the house was occupied as a brew- 
ery by a Mr Philip Glamp, before it carne into 
the possession of Robert Cromwell, the Proteo* 
tor's father. The lattw must» thereforoi hav« 
obtained the property by purchase ; and as bis 
fortune was but small» we find tibat he cofiti- 
nned to carry on the brevrery formerly eat»* 
blished on the premises. The house was buill 
of sten e, with Gothie Windows and projecting 
attics, and must bave been one of the most con- 
siderable in the borough. It had estensive back 
preiPÌ9eS| in yrhi<?h we l^rewery was carried 
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aii> and à fine garden. In the year'lSlO^ the 
estiate was porchased by James Ilaat» J^*y 
whose extensiye ìmprovemènta Lare entirely 
obliteiBted every trace of the Cromwell man- 
Sion* PreTÌous to this date, the chamber in 
vhich Oliver was bom, and the room under it, 
renained as they were at the time when that 
erent took pkiee, and an outbuilding noticed by 
NoUe» in which Cromwell was said to bave held 
£(»rth to the Puritana, was pointed out to stran- 
gers."-^^^ In the nave of St Mary's Church, 
Hnntìngdon, thefoUowing notice is to he seeu 
01» one of the pillars : 

« Cromwell, 

Tnrpin. 

Bailiffs. 

1600. 

<< The chnrch was net built tili 1620, and 
Robert Cromw^l, the Proteclor's father, who 
must be the person bere meant, died in 1617. 
The inserìption was probably made by some 
eurious person, after the name of Cromwell had 
< gathered ali its fame,' and drawn public atten- 
tion and enqniry to the ancestors of the Pro* 
tector." 

Mr <!!romweU aud bis wife are described 
by a contemporary writer, as persons of gi*eat 
worth, and as no way indined to disaffection, 
either in their civil or religious principles; 
but remariuble for living upon a small fortune 
with decency, and maintaining a large family 
by their fìrugal circmnspection. Several authors 
of less candour and discemment are eager to 
^prove tbo facl^ that the father of so tp^t « 
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man oà Ibé Wd Protector of three kingdonMI 
eoiild eror bare deriyed any part of bis incorna 
from trade. But it admits ao( of the «lig^tést 
donbt, tbat Robert Cromwell bougbt am esta^ 
blisbment wbieb bad been formerly lued aa a 
brewery, and it ia oaly Teasonable to infer tbat 
he meant to employ it for the «amo porpoie. 
In reply to tbiis conoluston, it ìs intimated thait 
the businets was managed entirely by hi« wife^ 
irho, by ber skill and indùstry, not only prò- 
Tided funds to support ber famìly m a reepect^ 
able station, bnt even to mipply ber danghten 
witb sncb fortunes as migbt reeommend tbem to 
suitable marriages. But were tbere any discre'» 
dit connected witb trade, — tbat source wbenee 
so many of our greatest families bave derived 
tbeir wealtb and influence^^-would the stain be 
lessened by removing the imputation from the 
one parent to the otber ? It is trae, tbat ibe sa* 
tire of royalist -writers dwelt mnch up<m the 
comparatively low ort^ of Cromwell^ and eon- 
trasted the domesttc scenes of bis yontb with 
the splendonr -wbicb snrronnded bis latter day» 
at Hampton Court and Wbiteball; but bis 
anegyrists inflict a more serions injnry npon 
is parentage, by denying facts wbicb are at* 
tended witb no disbonour, and by indncing tbeir 
readers to believe tbat tbe idleness of bis fatber 
compelled bis motber to be a dmdge. Oliver 
bad no occasion to blnsb for bis pedigree. Hts 
immediate progenitor senred in parliament du« 
ring the reign of Elizabeth, and occnpied a seat 
upon the bench as a jnstice of tbe peace. Tbe 
signatore of Robert Cromwell is also fomid at- 
tacbed to a cevtì&caX^ addressed to the Prìry 
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Councll, l605, stating that the draining of tke 
feng in Northampton, Lincoln, Hanttngdon, and 
Cambridge, (a work which his son a^rwards 
resolutely opposed,) was prac^icàble, and might 
be accomplished << without perii to any haven or 
eoiinty/' In recommending this great improve- 
ment, he was joined by sixteen of the principal 
persons in the fbnr counties, most immediately 
interested ; among whom we find the name of 
Sir Oliver his brother, a patriotic and loyal ch»- 
racter, to whose countenànce he appears, on va- 
rìons occasions, to bave been gìreatiy inddl>ted« 
An alln^ion has already been made to the no- 
tion, which the Protectoral family is said to 
bave dierished, of being descended by the fe- 
male branch from the royal house of Stuart. The 
iiistoiian of that family» who left no sonree of 
Information unexplored, has established on good 
ffronnds their rìght to the honour of which they 
boasted, although in their dava it appears to 
bave been received on the authority of a very 
obscure tradition» Lord Hailes, in his Annals, 
too» lends a strong confirmation to the same 
claim» He remarks, that at the ùitaì battio of 
Halidon, two Stuarts fought under the bannw 
of their chief ; the one AÌan of Dreghom, the 
patemal ancestor of Charles the First ; and the 
otber, James of Rosyth» the matemal ancestor 
of Oliver Cromwell.* Noble, who i^pears not 
to bave been aware of this authority, traces the 
lineage somewhat higher ; namely, to Alexander 
the Lord High Steward of Scotland» who had 

• VoL ii. p. 204. Ano. 1333. 
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three sons, James, Jolm, and Andrew» The 
first sneceeded to the hereditary office held by 
his £Either, which he transmitted at bis death to 
his son Walter ; who, marrying Margery, the 
eldest danghter of King itobert Brace, and 
heiress of ber brotber DaYid who died without 
issile, brought the Scottish crown into his fa* 
mily in the person of his son Robert the Second. 

The next branch of Alexander's descendants, 
through his son John, flonrished as Barls and 
Dukes of Lennox, and was nltìmately engrafted 
into the royal stem, by the ill-K>mened nmrriage 
aif Lord Damler with the nnfortunate Mary. 

Bnt it is with the offispring of the third son 
that Olir enqniry is most intimately Gonnected, 
Bs being the ancestor of CromwelL Andrew 
Steward of Dandavale, according to the anthor 
of the Memoirs, had a grandson, who was ap- 
pointed one of the attendants of James the First 
of Scodand, when this prince was sent into 
Franee to avoid the crnel jealonsy of bis uocle, 
the Duke of Albany ; and being taken prisoner in 
company with his master by the Bìnglish cruisers, 
he shared the captÌTity which Henry IV. thonght 
proper to ìnfliet upon the royal chiid. He mti- 
mately consented to fix hu residence in the 
south, and eren to accept of knighthood from 
l^e band of his new so^ereign. Hence he be- 
carne the fonnder of the first fiunily of Stewards 
which settled in England, and at the same time, 
the progenitor of Mizabeth the mother of onr 
hero. The genealogica! table is as foUows :* 

« S«e KoMe, y<A. li. p. M)k tM edit. 



OLIVER CBOXffWELL. 

I ! 1 1 1 1 1 1 ì L 

«^•s» m ^ (ti fn ,0 ^ tu 08 





ITrom this deduction, it appears that Elizabeth 
Steward, the mother of Oliver Cromwell, and 
Charles the First, were cousìns in the eighth or 
ninth degree. The Protector was therefore 
entitled to say, " I was by birth a gentleman, 
neither living in any considerable height, nor yet 
in obscarity« I bave been called to several em- 
ployjQeints iu the natioP; and to eerre in Par* 



liaments ;'^ and headds,.wi|;h what trath will ap- 
pear in the sequel, '< I did ead^avour to dia- 
charge the duties of aa honest man in thoye 
Services."* 

This distingnished individuai was bpm at 
Hantingdon, on the 25th of Aprii, in the year 
1599, and baptized four days after, in the parish 
church of St Johns ; his uncle, Sir Oliver, for 
whom he was named, appearing in the capadty 
of godfather.f If we may trust to the gossip 
of his more ancient hiographei*s, his chiMhood 
did not pass without many remarkable occur- 
rences, which seemed to indicate that an un- 
common fortune awaited his riper years« For 
example, they say that his grandfather, Sir 
Henry Cromwell, naving sent for him when, an 
infant in the nurse*s arms, to Hinchinbrooke, a 
monkey took him from the cradle, and bolting 
from a window, ran with him upon the lejads 
which covered part of the roof. Alarmed at 
the danger to which the young visitor was ex- 
posed, the family brought beds upon which to re- 
ceive him, supposing that the creature would drop 
him from its paws ; but, it is added, the saga- 
cious animai, apprecìating the vaine of its trea- 
sure, brought the " Fortune of England*' down 
in salety, and replaced Jiim in his bed^ . On an- 
other OGcasion he made a narrow escape from 
drowning. He was saved by Mr Johnson, a 

* Speech ia Pari. 12th Septt. 16^. 

f " Oliverus filiua Roberti Cromwell, Grent. et Elissa- 
beth» uxoris ejus, natus 25o die Aprilis, et baptizatus 29^ 
^usdem mensis, 1559. E Registro Ecdesiw Parocb. 
Sti JohaanU infra oppidum Huntingdon.** 
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Aèrgymtà, whò, many yenni afterirards» was 
reco^ised by Oliver wlien he.was nuurchiiiff at 
the head of hig etoldi^rs through Himtiag&n« 
He asked the aged and loyal corate whether he 
did not remember having resoued him from an 
tiiitiinely death ? **1 do/' rqilied the other» 
<>hiit I wish I had put yon in, rather tban see 
t^ou in arms against your kìag"* Jf we may 
believe the author of a work pnblighed the year 
alter Cromwell'g death, it wul appear thi^ the 
accidente whìch befell him were not oonfined 
to one element. He was, says Henry Daw* 
^enny, on the point of being eonsumed by fire, 
and hence bore a great resenibbiice to Moses, 
Who endnred an eoual perii from water. Had 
-this foolish writer Deen acquainted with the oc- 
«nrrence to which the Proteetòr himself aUuded 
at Hontingdon, he woiild bave fenned a stili 
dioser parallel between die two personages, 
Vhom it i» the object of bis hook to compare 
and to celebrate. The titie of bis tract is, 
'< History and Policy reriewed in the Heroic 
Transactions of His Most Serene Highness Oli- 
yer, late Lord Proteetor, from his cradle to his 
tomb, dedaring his steps and prinoely perfec- 
tions, as they are drawn in lively paraUels to 
the ascents of the great patriarai Moses, in 
thirty degrees to the height of honoor.^* In 
this parallel of thirty points between Cromwell 
and Moses the man of Grod, he alludes to one 
between << Elias and Dr Luther^ between Elisha 
and dalvin, and between Queen £Ìixabéth and 

. • I>r Lort'8 MSa comiwunicated to VMì Vy Mr 
Aodrey* 
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Deborah» that great prìneess and prophetess,""-^! 
<< I caimot Bay," he admits, << that his late hlgh- 
ness wtm extracted from so prìesdy a famìly, bttt 
altogether as prmcely, being lìneally descended 
from the loins of onr most andent Brìtbh kiqgs» 
and tied in new aUianoea to the blood of omr 
later kinn ;*' but in respect of hair-breadth es- 
eapes and miraeolons exploits, the retemblanoe 
ig eqnally partieoiar and ooxnplete. 

Another biogn»hery who yields not less to 
his fancy than me historiaa just named, informa 
his readers, that Oliver was a prodigy of leara- 
ing at the University ; ihat he was exceedingly 
B^aired by the bishops, and a great fayonrite 
with King James ; that he trarelled in foreign 
eountrìes for the improvement of his manners ; 
was remarkable for his gaUantries at the court 
of Franco ; obtained a flatterìng audience from 
Louis, and entered into the most endearing in- 
timacy with Richlieu.* The love of truth will 
not pennit any one who knows the early life of 
Cromwell, to extol either the docility of his tem« 
per, opthe lit^rary triumphs of his genius. Be- 
ing left alone of three sons, he became a great 
fi,vourite with his mother, who, although a wo- 
man of excellent senso, appears to bave indul- 
ged the idle disposition which is common to 
most boys, and to bave protected him at home 
l&om the chastisement which was due to his 
faults. Dr Board, the schoolmaster of Hnnt- 
ingdon, was severe, and his pupil appears to 
have been at once playfU and obstinate ; and 

• La Vie d* Olivier Cromwe]Ui, par Gr«gorle L«tl 
AmstenUOD, 1706. 
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hené^y the only meoiorial widek htm reaehed tu 
of that early period, represents the one flogging 
withottt mercy, and the other transgresaìiig withp 
OHt remone, Heath, who takea mnch pkagore 
ia darkeniug the character of yonnff Ohrer, re^ 
Jates, that he was noiorions for robbiag of or- 
chaards» and incorred so mach goandal by break» 
ing of hedgea and encloflnret, that he drew apon 
hìm8elfthenameof^j9pl0-<ff%i^<e»^ Headdaytoo, 
that he was ^ dreadfully sospeot to aU the adja- 
eent country for eatwg and merchandizing of 
youngpìgeonB/'whichheprìTatelyremoTedfrom 
the neìghbonrìng doTehouaef ; whence he thinks 
hiinaelf entitled to inainnate, that 'm thù juy»- 
nile ^nndcnr there was displayed the inherent . 
tendency of that revolntionaiy sphrit which after- 
warda ìmpeUed him to attack royal caatlesy and 
even make a burglarions attempt to seiae the 
erown itself. « 

Every reader le aeqnamted with the two 
anecdotea, first, of the dream or TÌsion which is 
aaid to haye reyealed to the future Protector the 
greatness that awaited him in bis matnrer life ; 
and secondly, of the dramatical entertainment, 
in which the boy ia related to bave shown some 
tokens of that raulting ambition which was after- 
wards hiid to bis charge by the patrona of the 
Conummwealth. As to theformer, we are assn- 
red even by friendly annalists, that on one occbn 
«ion, when lying in bed in a musine or melan- 
choly £rame of mind, a giffantic figure drew 
aside the curtains, and told him, that he shonld 
be the greatest man in England, but did not 

*' rifigéUum; ppf 5, 6« 
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in«ttiìiil> àe fford King. Althongfa be Va» told 
o£ the fòt// and wickednesa of sucii a story, be 
ftìrfAsteà iW the assertion that it was founded m 
iroth, for iviiich, at the partionlar desire of bis fifc- 
4her, he was'flogged by Dr Board. Notwithstand- 
in^ this haità mage» he conlìmied somethnes to 
r^te the oecnrrence to faU onde, Sir Thomas 
Steward, who told him that it was traitoroim to 
4»iitertaìn such thougbts. Heath says it was a 
dream, others maiatain that it was an appari- 
tion ; but Noble admits that ^* Cromwéil men- 
tioned it often when be was in the height of bis 
glory/' It is worth^ of notice, too, that Lord 
.Chirendon takes notice of this vision. Dnrìng 
the deliberations which took place, when an offer 
4>f the crown was made to him, <^ they who were 
very near to him,-' remarks the noble bistorian, 
« said, that in this perjplexity, be revolred bis 
former dream or apparition, that had first in- 
lormed aird promised him die high ertane to 
which he was already arrived, and which waa 
generally spoken of even from the beginning 
■of the troubles, and when he was not in a pos« 
ture that promised such exaltation ; and that he 
then observed, it had only declared that he 
should be the greatest man in England» and that 
be should be near to be king ; which seemed to 
.imply that he should be only near, and never 
^tually attain, the crown." 

Whether the boy eyer bad such a dream or 
■not, is a matter of no consequence in revìewing 
the bistory of a life so full of great eyents ; but 
it is certainly remarkable, if '< it was generidly 
spoken of eyen fìrom the beginning of the trou- 
bles, and when he was not in a posture that prò- 



mÌBBà sueh exaLtotion.'' As to th «mnatical 
allusiou to tbe sovereign power rìth which 
Cromwell was subsequently ìnves^dd, << it han- 
pened/' says Heath^ << as was theii Jne cnstom m 
ali free scbools, tbat a play called tlkeFive Senses 
wa« to be acted by tbe «cbolan 1 2 thiii school, 
and Oliter Oroiiiwell^ es a eonfident yoatb, was 
Ba»i«d to act tbe part of Tactus^ the senso of 
Feeling; ia tbe persoiiMcatìon of wbidk, «s he 
carne out of the tyring voom npoii tbe stage, bis 
head eneircled wìth a cbaplet of lanrel, be stmn- 
'Med at a crown parposely laid tbere, wbieb, 
srtoopiiig down, he took np, and crowned bimself 
therewitbal, addìng, beyond Us cae, some ma- 
jestieal mighty word».** 

It 18 manifesta tbat tbe stumbUng iipon the 
erown and royal robe is a part of tbe action to 
be perfbrmed by TaefyiS, while tbe soliloqny 
wbieb follows, witbout «ny otber « mìgbty m»- 
jestical words," gives of itself sufficient expres- 
^ìon io tbe sentiment of yontbful ambition. 

** Was ever man sojbrtunate $a I, 
To l>reak bis eliljis at such a stumbling Mock? 
Boses and bays, back henee ; this crown and robe 
My braw« and body drde and invoat. 
H»w gaUa&Hy it fits me ! aure the dave 
Measured my head tbat wrongbt this coronet. 
' Tbey lie who say complexions cannot cbange : 
My blood*8 ennobled, and I am transform'd 
'TJnto tbe sacred tempcr of a kihq, 
Metbinks I bear my noble parasites 
StyUnif me Ccesar, or Great Alexander, 
Xicking my feet, and wondering where I got 
Tbia precioufi ointment, — how my pace is mendcd,— • 
How princely do I i^eak, — -bow sluirp I tfareaten* . 
PeasantS; l'Il cnrb your beadstrong ixnpudence, • 

n2 
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*Add mak«'yoa'treiiiUie whén iM )i«fi roars'; ' t 

Ye earthbred worms ! — O, for a lookÌDg*gIas8 ! 
Poeta wUl write wliole volumes of this change ! 
■ Where's my attcndant ? Come hither, sirrah, qnicicly. 
Or by the wings of Hermes," &c* 

An iiigenious àttempt has been made to ae- 
eount for the dream, as origiaating in the excite- 
ment and lofty ideas produced by the dramatì- 
cal performance. Tlie story of the comedy being 
ascertained to rest on a eredible foundation, the 
«xhìbition made on that occasion by Oliver, and 
the revelation of the spectre, which is snpposed 
to bave followed immediately afterwards, may 
.be connected together in the relation of cause 
and effect. To young Cromwell might he an- 
eigned, whether by hià own choice or otherwis^ 
the part of Tactas, or Touch. He is made to 
stamble upon a crown and robe, purposely laid 
in bis way to entrap him ; and as this is the in* 
eìdent on which the plot principaJly tums, it was 
not to he wondered at that it should lay some 
hold on the imagìnatlon of the youth who su»- 
tained it. After playing the chief character in 
such a scene, the wbndemd dream (for a dream, 
if any thing, it must of course, he considered) 
would bave to the iìili as mach resemblance to 
the dramatic incident, as those fantasies of the 

* Thisdramawaa printed in 1617, and in that ini- 
pression, is said to have heen first acted at Trinity Col- 
lege, Cambridge, and afterwards at the Free Grammaiv 
school, Huntingdon. The pian of the play is, that Uik. 
gua gives a crown and robe to he contested for by the 
Senses. — Winstanley is mistaken in supposing Oliver to 
hai^e acted the part of Tactus at Cambridge, which is con- 
trary to the t«9tin)ony of «Il other writers,-^Noble, yol, U 
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trakefal hniln at« woBt io bare, wkeB'in ovr 
sleeping hour», they recali to us, by grotesque 
.imagery, events of real life in which we have 
been eDgaged. Allowing this to be the most 
probable account of two trifling circiimstances, 
of which so many and suchranous accounts bave 
been given, it will be readily seen, that their 
whole consequence arose not from their being 
iutrìosically remarkable, but from their subse- 
qiient application to the rise and fortune» of 
Cromwell.* 

A tradition is stili ourrent at Huntingdon of 
an accidental meeting between the son of the 
brewer and Charles the First, when children 
and nearly of the same a^e, at Hinchinbrooke- 
house, the seat of bis unde, Sir Oliver. This 
occurrence ìs said to bave taken place in the 
year 1603, on occasion of the joumey of Charles, 
then Duke of York, from Scotlaud to London : 
but ìtmust bave occurred, ìf at ali, in September 
1604, to which period the coming of this young 

. prince was deferred, on account of indisposition. 
The story, howeyer, derives support from the 
known fact, that the mansion of this singularly 

. worthy and loyal knight, was generally one of the 
resting-places of the royal family, when on their 

, jonmeyfi from the North to the Ébglisb capital. 

, In the former year, for instance, when James was 
on bis way tò take possession of his new king« 
dom, he paid a visit to Sir Oliver, and accept- 
ed of a splendid entertainment at his hands. 
But what fixed the attention of politicai prò- 



• Oliver Cromwell and his Thnes, by Thomas Cronu 
well, p. ^.—J^oWe, voi» U 
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phetfl in the sacceeding age was, the memorable 
ftEbct, that the two boys had not been long to^ 
gether before Charles and his companion dis- 
agreed ; and as the former was then ss wéakly 
as the other was strong, it was no wonder that 
the royal visitant was worsted. Oliver, even 
at this age, so little regarded dignity, that he 
made the royàl blood flow in copioos streams 
from the prince's nose. This, obsenres Mt 
Noble, was looked upon as a bad presago for 
that king when the civil wars commenced. • ' 

In the same mansion, at a somewhat later 
period, Cromwell displayed his love for boister- 
ous mirth^ in a manner so little consistent widi 
good taste and respect for his uncle, that he in- 
curred by it the forfeiture of the affection and 
kindness which had been tilJ then layìshed npon 
him by his good-natured relative. The réader 
will find the details in the following statement, 
by the author of the Memoirs, abridged from 
the narratives of Bates and Heath : — 

« Sir Oliver was a worthy knight, loved hotl- 
pitality, and always kept np old customs. Ac- 
cordingly, at Christmas, his doors were thrown 
open to idi, who were not only feasted, but en- 
tertained with music, dancing, and the usuai 
sports of the age and place. Amongst the re- 
lations and friends of Sir Oliver, carne his ne- 
phew and godson, by invitation, to partake of 
the festivity of one of those seasons : but he so 
fEir forgot himself, that to hnmour a depraved 
taste, he besmeared bis clothes and gloves with 
the most nauseous fìlth, and accosts the Mastw 

• CromweU and hia TUaes; p. 36. 
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of Misrule, in tbe freqnent tomings of a frìsk^» 
ìng dance, as well as every other penon thal 
carne in bis way, so that the company could 
ficaroe bear the room from the intolerable smelL 
The Master of Misnile, discorering that our 
young Oliver was the ofiRender, seized» and or- 
dered him to undergo a severe duckìng in a pond 
adjoining to the house; Sir Oliver, bis uncle, 
permitting the sentence to he carried ìnto fuU 
execution, as a pnnisbment for bis diity belia- 
viour. Perhaps I ought to apologize for rela^ 
ting so filtby a tale ; bnt, as Uiis was tbe occa- 

-sion of OHver's losing bis uncle's good opinion, 
I tbongbt its particolar relation could not be 
dispensed witb."* 

On the 23d of Aprii 1616, when be was with- 
in two days of completing his seventeooth vear, 
Cromwell was entered of Sidney-Snssex College, 
in tbe University of Cambridge.f His genius, 
however, whidi was fonnd little fitted ibr tbe 

• cairn and elegant occnpations of leaming, did not 
receive much cultivation in that seat of the 



* Noble, voi. i. p. 98. Elenclii Mot. &e. pars prima. 
Heath, FlageUum, p. 12. 

f A festo AnnuntiatioDis, 1616. OliTerus Cromwell, 
Huntingdonlensis, admissus ad commeatum socionuB, 
' Aprilis TÌcessimo tertio, tutore Maglstre Ricordo Howlet. 
Reglst. Coli. Sid. 

(Between this entry and the next is crowded in, in a 
• smaller hand or letter, the underwritten cliai*acter.) 

Hic fuit grandis ille impoetor, camifex perditlssimus, 
qui, pientissimo rege Carolo I. nefaria ciede suhlato, Ipsum 
nsurpaTÌt tbronum, et tria regna, per V. ferme annorum 
Bpatiiuni sub Protectorif nonàinc indomita tyvumide vexa- 
vit. 
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muses.^ Dugdale informs u» that he tìirew him& 
self iato a dissolate and dìsorderly course of life, 
beìog more famous tirhilst there for football^ 
cricket, cudgelling, and wrestling, than for study ; 
and beiog of a rough and blustering disposition, 
he acquìred the name of Royster. The friends 
of the Protector bave justly questioned the aiùi 
thority on which these statements are made, and 
have ascribed to the malignant spirit which pur- 
sued bis memory after the epoch of the Resto- 
ration, many similar calumnies which, at such a 
distance of time, it was ìmpossible for them tp 
disprove. They have, on the other band, endea- 
Toured, with mach lesa success, to establish bis 
character as a man of learning, or at least as a 
patron of scientific pursolts^. and a lorer of the 
fine arts» But Oromwell has left no evidencé 
that his mind was ever deeply smitten with an 
aiPection for the beauties of poetical or oratorical 
composition ; and Milton, who knew him well, 
does not ascribe to him any high accomplish- 
ments in the way of literature» In his pìcture 
of a perfect statesman, drawn in the Second 
Panegyric presented to his warlike patron, the 
great bard relates that, in his combination of 
imaginary excellences, " to a nobility (which 
because it is derired from others is more nsed 
to he caUed theirs than our own) I added a 
study of hUers ; by which nature shonld he cul- 
tirated, the mind snbdued and polished, and rea- 
son sharpened. Yet this in a person taught for 
the commonwealth and trained for public affairs, 
I wished should he moderate. For as the art 
of mana g ing and goYeming a commonwealth is 
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for the most part active and practioal^ it shoiild 
rather consist of counsel and pnidence, than of 
knowledge and wisdom, whicn are speculative 
ftnd theoretical. Wherefore it is necessary for 
him who is brought up to that art of mling and 
commanding, to be tinged indeed with a study 
of letters, which very seasonably inform and 
drive away ignorance and nnskilfolness from 
him ; yet not to be so deeply tutored as to com- 
prehend them exactly and absolutely in every 
point. For, I know not by what means/this 
thorough knowledge of the sciences, when it 
sharpens the intellect, yet dulls the soni, and 
breaks its attention for mìnistering of public af- 
fairs. Perhaps because it wastes the spirits ne- 
cessary for action, and by wasting consumes 
them, and therefore causes the mind which 
wants them to languish. Those studies of the 
wit and mind are tender things. They do not 
fancy the sim and the crowd : they delight in 
the shade and in retirement. Noise and busi- 
ness disturb them. They shrink up at the hor- 
rors of arms, and are even affrighted at the 
brawling of the Forum. Like noble and delicate 
maidens, they must rather be kept safe at home» 
in free custody, than be brought forth into en- 
gagements and perìls. Wherefore the most 
noble generals of former ages bave so given 
themseives to be instructed by their preceptors, 
as rather to adorn than profess those studies ; 
^nd applied themseives just so much to them, 
as shoiud be enough to inform but not altoge- 
ther to drown their minds." 
. Had Cromwell possessed erudition, his pane- 
'gyrist TVQuld infafliWy have discovered that no 
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mim eottld sucoesafully gorern a oommonwealtii 
without it ; and with that vieir would bave ad- 
duced the examples cf ali the learned captaios 
in ancient and modem times, from Perides and 
Julius Gsesar, down to Frederick the Great, But 
Milton*» object was to compliment hig master 
upon his want of scholastic acquirements, and 
to represent these as rather an incnmbrance to 
astatesman, instead of amanifest adyantage; an 
uudertakìng in which few authors could havé 
acquitted themselves so well, although the task 
must have been accómplished at the expensèboth 
of sincerity and of inclination. Bishop Bumet 
assures us that Oliver " had no foreìgn langua^e 
but the little Latin that stuck to him from ms 
education, which he spoke very viciously and 
scantily ;" and if we were to form a judgment 
of his literary tasto and habits, from the speci- 
mens of his composition which bave come down 
to our own times, we certainly should not rahk 
his accomplishments above those of a respect- 
able farmer or tradesman in either division of 
the British dominions. 

It has not been ascertained how long he con- 
4;inued at the university ; but as his father diéd 
in June 1617, and left his family in no very 
affluent circumstances, it is probable that bis 
residence did not exceed one half of the usuai 
period. His mother, it is said, wished to tnm 
nis attention to the study of law, and in pm*su- 
ance of this object sent him to London, where 
he was to enter one of the inns of court. But^ 
it must he acknowledged, that there is no part 
of his history more obscm*e than this ; for, while 
one author asserts that he neglected his reading» 



moA leax'ned otily the follies and vkes of tba 
to^rn, auother maintaiiui tliat he never was éxif 
tered at any school of law whatever, and tbere? 
foro eould not be «faargeable with the immoral*\ 
ilies whioh are Unpnted to ìùm dorìng big sup^ 
poied residence in the capital* A late write^ 
remarlo»» tbat ali thè storie* of ì^9 excesten 
whilil ia the metropoliti attending Linoohi'tt 
JjuOf nvamt fidi to the grpnndf becauBe be wat 
neyer theret The moet diligent seareh bai noi» 
beon loade» snd hi» name in nqt fomid hi it« ret 
«Mirdf ; and Sir James Burrowa also, in bis Ant 
eodòtea aad Obeoryations relative to Cromw'eli 
and bis Family» says, tjiat after tbd strìctest in^ 
yestigation, his name has not been discoreredill 
amyregiflter of tbat society** 

Bnt notiritbstanding tbis negative evidencè^ 
it stili af^pears very probable that Cromwell trai 
sent to London £oae the purpose already stateA 
<< He carne/' says a profesied panegyrist, " té 
Iiincoln*8 Inn, where ne associated bìmself iritb 
those of tàe best rank and qnality^ and the most 
ingeniMms persons ; for thougb he were olum^ 
imre not arerse to stody aadcontemplatton, yet 
he seemed ratber addieted to eonreraation, $àA 
the reading of men and their several temperti^^ 
tban to acontiimal porìngupon antbors." ìiow^ 
when we refleet tbat this ^* portraitnre of bis 
Royal Highness Olirer/' ivtis published a fetr 
months met bis denthi and by a persoli wbò 



* ** The most probable solution of tbe dlfflcnlty is, tbat 
he actually became a student of law in the metropolis, but 
^m^tùusnà at ÈMoa (iib«r iidt ti e(féh^%^CtomfeU and 

O 
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àppean net only to bave known bini inttmatelf , 
bùt àlso to bave felt tbe obligation of devisingf 
an apology for bis idieness wbile in town, we 
eannot renise to admit tbat il is more probàble 
tbe entry of bis name may bare beeh negleoted, 
iban tbat a conteniporary atttbor sboiuhi bwre 
£eillen iiito a mistake concernine a faet wbksh 
innst tben bave been so generally Known. Wood 
télates, witbout any appearance of besitatìon, 
tbat << bis fatbér dying wbilst be was at Cam* 
bridge, be was taken bome and sent to Lincoln's 
Inn to stttdy tbe common law ; but making no- 
tbing of it, ne was sent for bome by bis motber, 
became a debaucbee, and a boisterous and rude 
fellow."* 

In sbort, aQ bis biograpbers, witb tbe excqh- 
tions ab-eady mentioned, assnme bis residence 
in London as an event tbat could not be diafm- 
ted.f Noble, wbo upon tbe wbole is friei^y 
to bis r^utation, records tbat from tbe gay 
capital be retuméd a finisbed rake to tbe phuee 
of bis nativity, wbere, if we may beUeve bis 
enemies, be followed bis vicious conrses. Tbe 
tavems were tbe ebief places of bis resort ; but 
bis rasb and boisterous bebaviour prevented bis 
equals from consorting witb bim, for be coi^d 
ili bro'ok contradiction at any timo, and mudi 
less now, wben be liad not leamed, or did not 
tbink it wortb bis wbile to practise, deceit. He 
was làerefore obliged to tfuke up witb less cre- 
ditable companions, wbo, if tbey did not fall 
into bis sentiments, were suro to feel tbe weigbt 

* Memoirs of the Frotector, by ÒliTer Cromwell, p. 
S15. £d. 1820. t Fasti, voi. ìi. e. 88. 
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of his ariBy and reoeive a seTere discipline from 

his usuai weapon, a quarter*8taff. It is laid to 

hia cbaEgiey moreorer, that he OGoasionally ne* 

glected to pay his reckoning, aq4, of oouims 

▼ery soon oecame onpopular among the ale* 

wi^es of Huntingdon. When they saw him in 

the Street, they communicated the alarm tnam 

house to house, and immediately every door was 

shut against the noisy bully. The young wo- 

meui too^ who had reason to droad his uvely 

manners, are said to have carefuUy avoided his 

approaoh. In short» Oliver, who had been what 

one of his lustorians calla an <<unlucky boy»** 

tumed out a wild and rather dis^pated youth» 

and thereby afforded some occasion to those who 

aA»rwards smarted under his govemment, to 

assali the purity of hb juvenlle character. << The 

ànt years of his manhodd," says Sir Philip War- 

wicky nq uncandid judge of his motives, '< were 

qpent in a dissolute course of life, in ffood £4- 

lowship» aod saming, which afterwards ne seem- 

ed very sensible of and sorrowM for; and, as 

if it had been a good spirit that had guided him 

thèrein, he nsed a good method upon his con- 

version, for he declared he was ready to make 

restittttion unto any man who would accuse him, 

or whom he could accuse himself to have wrong* 

ed. To his honour I speak this, for I think the 

public acknoWledgments men make of the ^ub- 

Uc evils they have done, to be the most glorious 

trophies they can have assigned to them. When 

he was thus civilized, he joined himself to men 

of his own temper, who pretended unto trans- 

ports and revelations."* 

• MenMTln «f lh« Reign pf King Chwlw I. F- ^^ 
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The fóUòwing Iettar, vritten by Cromtv«Il to 
4us relative Mrg St John^ gìves so faithAil a 
tMcttKre of hh earlf life, that thougii it tu ratliar 
toag; the reader ìfnll iiot gnidg« tlM «pace whìeh 
it occitpiet, More eipecially as it faas not hexeto- 
iere hemi pniUiished etitire. It is dated £ly, iddi 
«f OctolMMr^ 16S6|and Ì8addrewe4 in theie teraia. 

- «< To my beloved oosen, &frt St John, att Sir 
WOHaàn Marham hia house, caiied Oatea, ht 
iEégex, presont theise t 

^< Deare cosen, I thankftdly aelmowledge yotf 

We in yottr kihd rememforaiiee of ttee «poti thte 

«pportnnityie. Aias, you do too highiy priaè 

'my Ihies and my companie ! I may he ashamed 

^to own yoiir expressions, eonaidering how va- 

-profitable I am, and the meane imprev«me»t of 

my tsJent, yett to honour my 6od by declaringe 

irhat bee liath done for my flonle, in this I an 

confideat, and wìll he aoe. Tmly then thia I 

' finde that bee giretb sprmges in a drye and foaiv 

'i^ irìldemesse where no vnXet is. I liye (yoa 

' know where) in Mesheek, whidhi they say sig- 

nifies prolonginge; in Kedar, wbieh «ignifies 

blacknesse : Yet the Lord forstiketh mee not. 

' Thongh he dothj>rolonge, yett hee nrffl (I trust) 

' bring mee to bis tabemacle, and bis restinge 

place. My sotde is with the congregation of 

the first-bome ; my bodye rests in bope ; and if 

"beere I may bonoor my God, either by doein" 

or by sufferinge, I sbal be most glad« Trm 

' noe poore creture hatb more cause to pntt for 

' liimself in the canse^f bis €K)d than I. I bare 

bad plentifìil wadges beforeband ; and I am tute 

I sball never eame the least mite. The Lord 

aiBcept m€f in bis SobB) luid gite aie to ìralk in 
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th^ Tight; and ^ire us to walk in the light as hee 
18 in the light I He it is that enlighteneth our 
hlacknesse^ onr darkneMe. I dare not say he 
hydeth bis face from mee ; hee giveth mee to 
see light in his light. One bearne in a darke 
place hath exceeding much refreshment in it ; 
blessed be his name fpr fjiininge npon so daiic 
a hart as mine. You know ^at my manner of 
lìfe hath beene ! O, I lived in and loved daiic- 
ne8$e, and hated tìiie light : I was a chief, the 
chief of sinners. This 4s tme, I hated godli- 
nesse ; yet God had mercy on me. O, the rich- 
nesse of his merey ! praise him for mee ; praj 
for me> that hee wnoe hath bégunn a good worfc 
wonld perfect it to the day of Chrìat. Salute 
ali my good friends in that feunily, whereof yoH 
are yett a member. I am mudb bound unto 
them for tlieir love : I bless the Lord foF tiiem, 
and diat my sonn by their procm^eviént is so 
woll. Lett him bave your prayers, yofff corni- 
cile ; let mee bave them. Salute your husband 
and sister from mee ; hee is not a man of Ma 
word ; he promised to write aboat Mr Wrath of 
Epinge, but as yett I received no lettera ; pntt 
him in mind to doe what with conveniency may 
be donn for the poore cozen I did soUksit him 
about. Once more farewell ; the Lord be witk 
you, soe prayeth your trulye loving cosien, 
" Oliver Cromwell." 

<< My wife's service and love presented to a^ 
her friends*" 

The advocates for the immaculate sanctity of 
Cromwell's youth insist that the e/cptessions of 
g9 



•6lf«l>MeBieH(t edntiiiiied in the above leUer laiA 
]4y n^hing more than that geneoral feeling of 
ottirortliiness irkich is infleparable from tke 
prìneiples of a tme Chrìstróxi. Bui it i» obrioufl 
ébat in the retrospeot which he takes of bis pnst 
idaya, there in a compaiison between the «tatt 
in whieh he formerly was^ with tòat to which he 
liad then attained. ^* Yoa know what my man* 
oer of lìfe hath been f O^ I lived in and lòved 
darkneflg, and hated the light : I was a chief, 
4ihe chief of sinners/' ' Hence there Ì8 an air of 
jilansibility in the reasoning of those wbo be« 
fieve that the aspersions cast upon bis character 
hy Heath, Dngdale, and others, were not alto- 
fpotlier without foundation. There are few per- 
BOBSf it ha« been well observed, wbo will become 
ttonrerts to the opinion that the passage jnst 
4iited shouM be interpreted as merely conveying 
•aefa' a decp internai sense of past unworthiness 
^» tbeliftOflt oonsistently inorai character may be 
inippoded to feel, and express in epistolary con- 
fideiieeto a friend. Cromwell bere does more 
thioi eonyey to bis cousin snch a conyictioa as 
4x>nfined to himself ; for bis words express, not 
HO mmch a description of bis own feelings, as an 
Appeal to Mrs St John's knowledge of what bis 
inatmei* of life bad been ; and therefore, from 
bis alhfsion to ojBTences which were known to 
thìs lady, we may infer that bis aberrations from 
the path of virtue were no pecret to the rest of 
'1iÌ8»BialiOìM^a<id acquaintance.* Nor is tbis con^ 
clasion rendered in any degree more doobtM 
^by the great cljiange whicji sopn afterwards took 
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èkoe in liìÉ view« ftnd liabits. Nny^ t!hé »tt*oi9g 
langnag^ óf abhorrence in wìùéh. he desoribeA 
the tenor of his early lif^, and the ardour ef hi« 
Bentiments in regard to the new path npon 
^ich -he had entered, will be held by pertons 
of experience as a presumptire proof, of no «mail 
ireight, that Oliver had not been altogpether a 
«tranger to the deceits of intemperance. 

But to the dispassìonate and candid reader ii 
will at once appear, that both the friends and the 
enemies of Cromwelllay more stress than enong;h 
npon the chiidish freaks and youthfiil salhes 
Wbich the angry spirit of party has recorded 
against hìm. Admit ali that la laid to his charge, 
and after weighing it in the ordinary balance of 
the world's estimation, it will not be found to 
exceed the irregularities to which many pnrer 
liearts than his would not hesitate to plead 
goilty. Suppose it were established beyond the 
challenge or the most resolute scepticism that 
Oliver occasìonally abstracted a little fruit with- 
ont asMng the key of the orchard ; that he was 
somewhat rude in his manner of saluting the 
gìrls of Huntingdon when he happened to meet 
them in the fields ; and even that, when de- 
feated in an argument over a pint of ale, hfe 
once or twice sought redress in the use of a 
ready fìst or a cudgel, opposed, we must pre- 
sume, to equa! weapons on the part of his an- 
tagonists, — ^would tne verdìct justify us in pro- 
nouncìng upon him a sentence of utter condoni- 
nation, or to brand him as the chief of sinners ? 
Certainly not ; and hence we cannot approre 
the waste of argument which has been employ- 
ed on both sid^a of this ^[uestion, to convinc^ 
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tlie world that Oliver Cromwell in his youth 
was not lìke most other men of the same age, 
and in the same class of society. 

It would he doin^ injustice to Cromwell*g 
memory, 8a3r8 Mr N<H>le, not to mention, ^* that 
the worthy and curious Mr Edward Ferrar of 
Huntingdon acquainted Sir James Barrows, 
about eighty years ago, that they had no traces 
in that neighbourhood of Olirer's having led a 
dissolute life ; but really," he adds, " they are 
exceedìngly ignorant of every thing respecting 
their great townsman I" We must, neverthe- 
less, admit that this testimony, imperfect as it 
is, has a faronrable hearing on the youthfiil re- 
putation of the Protector ; and where it is not 
contradicted by positive evidence, it ought to he 
received to its full extent. Had his irr^^ulari- 
ties been as frequent and notorious as they are 
described by Heath and other party- writer?, it 
is more than probable that some distinct traceS 
of them would bave remained in the place of 
his birth. His contemporarles, it is trae, had 
but little interest in remembering him sdler the 
Restoration, when the great object with att 
dasses seemed to he to forget him as speedily as 
possible ; and locai reminiscences, we ali know, 
when they are not strengthened by associations 
of national fame or of popular regard, soon sink 
fìrom the current of tradition. 

About the time he completed his twenty-firsl 
year, he formed an alliance with Elizabetn, the 
daughter of Sir James Bouchier of Essex, by 
whom he received a considerable accession to 
his income. At the same period, too, he is said 
to bave regained the affections of his rdiatives» 
the Hampdeiui and Barringtons, as well os of 
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bis uRele Sir Oliver» aU of whom he bad alien* 
tited, more or less, by hia thoughtleM or unduIaU 
fui coadoct. He iìxed his resideofie at Hunt* 
ìogàon, his native place ; but in wbat jnanner lie 
emplìoyed kuniBelf dnrìng the leven year» whiola 
preceded his entrance ìnto Parliament> cannai 
no^ be ascertained. It ìs clear, howevtf*» tbat 
he no flooner found himself at the head of afa» 
mily, than he became rery ri^d in his manners, 
and devoted much of his timo to religious du» 
ties. His house iras ever open to snch of the 
non-^onformist minitters as ooald not conseiett»* 
tiously cqmply with the ritual of the establidied 
ehnroh. He encouraged them in their opposir 
tion» and aided them in their eadeanroars to ohr* 
tain a relaxation of the laws by which they had 
bound themselves to observe the eeremonies aad 
to use the liturgy of the national relìgion. Nor 
did he confine his exertio&s to the advancement 
of tlieir canee in the regnlar conrts of iair» and 
by an appeal to the liberality of the bishop : he 
preached in support of their prinmples wherever 
he found a willin^ audience, and joined wìth 
then^ in public prayer, with the riew of lecuring 
their ultimate success* By these means he pa- 
yed the way for the popularity whkh altached 
to his name at Huntingdon, and wh&ch, in doe 
time, proenred for him the honour of represent- 
ÌDg that b<Nrongh in Parliament. 

It has just been admitted, that it wm impoa* 
«ible to asceii^ln what was the nature of his 
employment at Huntingdon from the perìod of 
ìm marriage till.he was retumed a memher óf 
the third Parliament of Charles the First. The 
author ^ htt I4I| ànd Tiaae» tUnks it Very prò- 



46 UF£ OP 

bable tkat he adopted his fatker's business, and 
attempted to ìncrease his income by employing 
the iàaàìy breweiy. <^ The satirica! ballads of 
that day, heobserves, " rìdiculed hìm forbaving 
been a brewer, a liberty that scarcely would 
bave been taken with hìm at a lime when thera 
were so many liying who, from their own per«^ 
sonai knowledge, must bare been acqnainted 
with his historv, bad there been no actiud fonn- 
dation for the lack of gentility which was thos 
ìntended to he imputed to him. And it appears 
to the writer, that a passage quoted from a Pa- 
negyric, thonght to bave been composed by 
Milton, in snpport of the opinion that CromweU 
never engaged in trade, would admit of a con- 
struction more consonant to the conclusioa just 
adranoed. The passage in question runs thus; 
* Being now arrived to a mature and ripe ag^ 
ali which time he spent as a private pecsoo, nor 
ted for nothing so much as the culture of pure 
reUgion and an integrity of life, he was grow^ 
rieh at home, and had enlarged his hopes, rely ii^g 
ui>on God and a great som, in a quiet bosom, 
for any the most exalted times.' Now, does 
not the expression grotoì^ rich seem to imply the 
inference that it was by some trade or profe^- 
sion-his property had thus increased; since io 
live without business, and at the same time tf» 
bring up a numerous family in a genteel way, 
eould hardly bave conduced to its accumula- 
tion?"* 

In domestic life he appears to bave been very 
happy, for, although his kdy was destitute of 

* See Note A. ait the en4 of the Yoiimuu 
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perisonal diarms, and wxsmamiìy exhiUted, it 
18 Baid, some symptoms of ftmily prìde^ the was 
pradent iti the managem^it of ber household. 
and affectionate towardg ber hosband. Tbere 
remains but one letter wrìtten by ber to Croin- 
well, wben he was in Scptland at the head of 
the army, and as it is the only specimen of faer 
epistólary talents wbich has ^een handed down 
to posterity, no apologfy can *be necessary for 
inserting it at this stage of the narrative. 

<< December the 27th, 1650. 

" My Dearist, 

*^ I wonder you should blame me for writii^ 

nowe oftnir, wben I bave sent tbre for one. 1 

canenot bnt tbink tbey ar miscarid. Tiiily if I 

knòg my one hart, I should ase soune n^lect 

mysehT ase to the least thought towards 

you, hoe in douing of it I must doe it to my« 
self; but wben I doe writ, my dear, I seldom 
bave any satisfactore anser, wicb makse me 
tbink my writing is slited, as well it may ; but 
I cannot but tbink your love coverse my wek- 
nisis and infirmetìs. I should rejoice to bear 
your desire in seeing me, but I desire to submit 
to the providns of Grod» ho wping the Lord, howe 
* hath seperated us, and hatb oltune brouffbt us 
together agane, wil in bies good time brmg us 
agane to the prase of bies name. Truly my lif 
is but half a lif in your abscince, deid nòt the 
Lord mak it up in heimself, which I must ac- 
koleg to the prase of heb grace. I would you 
would tbink to writ sometims tb your deare 
frend me Lord Chef Justes, of hom I bave of- 
tiinè put you in mind ; and truly, my deare, if 
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yoii cótild tllinle of wbol I pnt you fai inindof 
diime, it might b« of ase mudi pnrpof m otherflr/ 
writting snm^times s lettor to the Presedent, 
and sumetimes io the Speiken Indeid, iny 
deire, you cannot think the rong* you doe your- 
0elf in the whant of a lettor^ thugh it vrer 1>ut 
deldome. I pray think of| and soe reet yourii 
hi ali fatthiubiise» 

^ Eliz. CroMwblIi.*' 

Mr Noble, with a feeling of great candour^ 
admits against Cromwell an imputation of the 
most nefarious kind^ namely^ uiat haying by 
bis extravagance wasted bis patrimony, he ilp* 
plied to bis uncle Steward for assistance, when 
meeting with a refusai, and finding that by a 
gmooth way of solicitation he couid not prevail, 
he attempted by colour of law ta deprire him of 
bis estate ; representìnghim as a person not able 
to manage it. With tbis riew, he petitioned 
the King for a commission of lunacy; but^s 
Majesty, not being satisfied with the statei^^t 
on which the clàim was founded, did not think 
proper to p^nt it. It is added, that Sir Tho- 
mas was highiy provoked at this unfeeling con- 
dnct on the part of bis relation ; but throagh the 
good office» of Oliver's mother, and the inter- 
cession of other friend», a reconciliation took 
place, and the property was in the end be- 
queathed to the impatient nephew. 
^ This charffe was first recorded by Sir Wil- 
Barn Dugdale, in hi» « Short View of the lato 
Troubles," and has been repeated in later timeé 
by Dr Harris and Mr Noble. The anthor of 
the Memoirs of CromweH treats it asr a grataU 
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tous calumny fabricated by hig politicai adrer* 
saries, and sufficiently disproved by the un« 
deniable fact, that Sir Thomas Steward ulti« 
mately made him his heir ; taking it for mxkU 
ed that no one whose feelingg were attacked la 
so rude a mahner, would have been induced, by 
any consideration, to act so generòusly. But^ 
without supportìng the éredibiiity pf a story 
whkh none out the Protector's worst enemiet 
conld wish to he trae, it must not be forgottén 
that the unde had no other heirs to whont his 
«States could regularly descend ; that his sister 
^as unable to make more than a very small prò* 
vision for hèr son, who had now éight or nino 
jehihlren ; and that there ìs nò ìmprobability in 
suppos^uff that the entreaties of the widow and 
of Sir OBver, her brother-in-law^ miffht efFect 
the reconciliation which they are saia to have 
produced. At ali eveuts, as it is impossible at 
this distant day to exculpate. the memory of 
Cromwell by the force bf new evidence, his in- 
nocence or guilt in the present case must, it is 
clear, be determined by a raference to the gene- 
ral standard of his character at that period oif 
bis life, 

It is surprising thai so little attention ha^ 
been paid to the following remarks by Arch- 
bishop Williams, pronounced at a meeting of 
the Privy Cpuncil in 1645. Speaking of Crcmi,- 
well, his grace says, <' I knew him at^Buckden» 
but never knew nis religion, being a common 
8poke«nan for sectaries, and maintaining their 
part ^ith stubbomness. He never discoursed 
as ^ he weré pleà9ed with your Majesty and. 
your officersi and indeed he loves none.tbiat are 

V0L.I. D ' 



more than bis equals» Your Majetiy did him 
bui Justìce in rejming his petUion against Sir 
Thomas Steward of the lale ofEly ; but be takes 
ibem ali for bis euemies tbat would not let bim 
ondo bU beat friend ; aad above ali tbat live» I 
tbink bim tbe most mindful of an iajury,"* 
, It was in tbe year 1628 tbat be nnt appear« 
•d in tbe great coiincil of tbe natiosi ai one of 
ibe members for tbe borough of Huntingdom 
Mrl^oble narrates tbat be repretented tbe same 
borongb in tbe year 1625» beinff ^tbe first Par* 
Jiament of Cbarles ; bat tbia is ooTioiudy a mia* 
takci aa will wpear from tbe following atalOi- 
ment, «uppliea by tbe leamed friend already 
«nnded to. <' A few years since tbere waa a 
dispnted election case in tbe borougb» wbicb 
«was carried to a committee of tbe House, and it 
l»ecame necessarv tbat autbenticated copie» of 
tbe retums sbould be procured from tbe oiigi- 
nals in tbe town. I examined tbese, and found 
ihat CromweU sat only once for Hwitingdon, 
namely, in tbe tbird Parliament of Cbarles «be 
First, as stated above. In tbe first Parliament 
of tbat monarcb, tbe former members, Sir Henry 
St Jobn, and Sir Henry Mainwaring, were 3re* 
tnmed*' 

CromweU bas been blamed for some degree 
of acrimony against tbe Cbiircb, wben acting as 
one of the Committee of Religion* The Parlia- 
ment bad taken o£Pence at some injudicious sor- 
mons preached by Dr Mainwaring, and eon- 
demned bim to pay a fine of a thonsand ponnds, 
to be snspended for tbroe years, and to be do- 

^ Hack«t's Uft of ArcbliUhop WiHiuDa;. 
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dared moa{Mible of fatare preferment. Tim 
leamed Divine, in oompliance with the desiri 
of tbe Commons and the jndgment of the Peera, 
made a pabUc submiasion, in which, among otber 
things, ne eonfessed that in the three sermoni 
eomplamed of, there were dangerons passami^ 
HifertnoeSy and seandalous expressions. I?ot^ 
withstàndìng this, bis Majesty, pirotnpted, ìt wai 
fliought^ by Land, at that time Bishop of Win« 
Chester, granted bim a fiiU pardon for ali erro» 
Gommitted by bim, either in speaking, wriimgf 
or printing, and fbr which he might be hereafter 
qnestioned; and in defiance or both Honseé^ 
inresented bim to the liring of Stamford-Rivers^ 
in EsseXy wMch he was permttted to bold with 
the parìsh of St Giles in the Fields. Admittinir 
that tàeCommitteeof Religion acted under legid 
mnthorìty, and that Parliament had power to 
interfere in snch matters, it follows that the 
membérs were jnstly entitled to express their 
indignation at a measnre which obviously de« 
feated the main object which they had meant to 
acconq>lish« Cromwell thonght it bis duty to 
** infbrm tbe bonse what countenance the Bishop 
of Winchester did gire to some persons that 
preached fiat Popery, and mentioned the per»* 
«OBS by name ; and bow, by thìs bishop's means, 
Mainwaring, who, by censure of last Parliament^ 
was disabledfrom ever holding anyecclesiastieal 
dignity in the cbnrch, and had eonfessed the jns* 
tice of that censnre, is nevertheless preferred to 
a ridi living. If these," says he, " are the steps 
to chnrch preferment, what may we expect?'* 
This anecdote, trivial as it may appear, shows at 
least the bias which bis mind had taken, and the 
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ground on which liis opposition to govèrnment 
was thenceforth to be maintained. 
, Upon the dissolution of Parliament^ Crom* 
well returned to the duties or amusements of 
domestic lìfe. In the year 1630, when a new 
charter was granted by the King to the corpo* 
ration of Hontingdon, he was appoipted a ju8«i- 
tice òf the peace, in conjanction with his old 
schoplmaster Dr Beard, and Robert Bernard» 
Esq.9 a proof that his hostility to the Crown 
:was either not known, or lightly regarded* 
But his native town did not no w prove agree*» 
able to him. Sir Oliver, his uncle, who lived 
^n the neighbonrhood, was decidedly loyal, and 
possessed sufficient influence over the townsmen 
to keep them steadyto the royal cause; and 
hence he could expect no encouragement in pur- 
0uing the line of policy to which bis views of 
daty or of interest had begun to invite him. It ia 
«aia, too, that he bore with impatience the pre- 
cedency assumed by Dr Board, whose acÀde- 
znieal rank entitled him to certain honours not 
granted to his ambitious pupil. The embarrass? 
ed state of his affairs, too, has been assigned as a 
reason for his desire to remove to a di£Perent.part 
i>f the country. But, whatever tmth there may be 
in this, there is no doubt that in the year 1631, he 
prevailed upon his mother, his wife, and bis uncle, 
Sir Oliver, to concar with him in the sale of the 
lands and tithes which belonged to the family» 
in order that he migli't realize such a sum of 
money as would enaole him to engagé in some 
more profitable braneh of business. The pur* 
chase was made by Richard Oatley and Richard 
Owen, who paid L.1800 fpr the lands, tene- 
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fniefnts, lesises, and tithes belonging io the wldow 
Oromwell and ber son, sitnated in Huntingdon, 
(Tddmancheister, and Brampton. Lord §and- 
Wìehy iirlio nowpossesses the said property, in« 
fbiined Mr Noole that, in tte rental of the 
estMed there is a small portion of land near 
Godmanchester stili called CromweU's Swath, 
ànd two acres in the manor of Brampton, which 
continned to bear the name of Cromwell's Acres 
-—the only memorial of a locai nature which re- 
mains to identìfy the residence, and perpetuate 
the hine, of one of the most remarkable person9 
that England has prodnced. 

There is, indeed, stili preserved at Hunting" 
don a document to which the Protector's sig*» 
nature is affixed. In 1630, a gentleman m 
the immediate vicinity of the town wished ta 
tuy from the hurgesses a smaD piece of land 
which lay conti^ous to his estate. The cor- 
poration and pnncipal inhabitants consented to. 
the transfer, but the lower dass of the peopla 
raised an outcry agsunst disposing of any part. 
of their common property; when, to obviate 
this prejudice^ the mtending purchaser obtain- 
ed the signatures of as many as were willingto 
sell the little portion of pasture ground. Tha 
tlurd name in the list is that of Cromwell, im« 
mediately after that of his old and stem precep- 
tor Dr Beard. This occurrence, perhaps, is of 
no great moment, but it shows that Oliver had 
not yet deserted the banners of the aristocracy« 

With the money which he had raised by th». 

sale of his property, Cromwell stocked a f[^*ia 

near St Ires^ where he deyoted hi» attention, 

during four or fiye years4}o the pursuits of agrÌ4 

d2 
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coltiire. Hi» success, howe^er, in thk vbw «n^ 
dertaking» appears not to liave oorresponded to^ 
the usuai activity of bis disposition; «id wliat* 
aver may haye been the cause of his failure, it 
is certaia that his worldly aifairs did not ke^ 
Dace.either with his reputation for piety, or widu 
his influence among his neighbpurs. It has been 
i^urmised that he spent the greater part of his 
time iu devotional exercises and expositioos of 
the Holy Scriptures. Instead of sendiug his ser- 
Tants into the fields at an early.hour, he detaia-: 
ed them at home, it was said, to Usteu to his 
euforcement of divine truth, or to his iilus*. 
trations of the favouiite doctrines whieh at that 
pèriod began to take possession of the popolar 
lùiind. In the evening he assembled them onoa . 
more to bear a repetition of some lecture at which . 
he had assisted m the course of the day ; to re- 
late the experiences of which it was expected^ 
that eyery good Christian preserved a minute, 
i^ecord ; and to compare the progress which tbey. 
trere severally making in the course of prac^- 
càl religion. Meantime the labours of the farm 
were neglected, and the affairs of the pious mas* 
ter were fast hastening to min. The cold and 
damp air, too, affected his constitution, wliile bis 
iHind became more and more a prey to the most 
gloomy apprehensions, the fruits of that epide- 
mica! fanaticism which was then spreading over 
both the British kingdoms. Bis appearance in 
the parish church was long remembered, from 
the circnmstance that he generally wore a piece 
of red flannel round his neck, as ne was suoject 
to an inflammation in the throat, occasionod by 
excessive moistore and impure air« 
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Thére ìs'probaUy mnch éxaggeràiioit in tHe 
above statement, not only because it is founded 
upon tlie represetitatiónd of his enemies, but 
more especi^y because it betrays the most èn-> 
tire inconsistency witli the general character of 
Oromwell, than whom none ever knew better 
how to accommodate means to ends. It is trae 
he had not yet discovered an objeet suited to 
his genius, or calculated to ronse an4 interest 
the latent powers of his mind ; and being igno- 
rant of farming as a branch of rural industry, 
he might by his best efforts only involve him- 
self in deeper embarrassments, and in more 
bopeless poverty. Be this as it may, his expe- 
riment at St Ives is said to have had no other 
effect than to place him on the brink of min, 
when, by the death of his matemal uncle, Sir 
Thomas Steward, he succeeded to a consider- 
able property in the neighbourhood of £ly, 
which at once procured for him a more respect- 
able station than he had theretofore occupied, 
and supplied him wìth the means of snpporting 
his new rank. Mr Noble informs us that a 
large barn which Cromwell built, stili goes by 
his name, and that the farmer who now rents 
the lands which he occupied, marks hi? sheep 
with the identical irons which Oliver used^ and 
which bare upon them the letters O. C. In the 
town, too, there yet remains a more character- 
btic memorial of the Protector, — a number of 
swords possessed by various individuals, and 
hearing the initials of the warlike agriculturist, 
a part of the supply, it has been conjectnred, 
that he sent down in the year 1642, and for 
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which tìié'tloiuie of Commons voted to hìm, a 
handred poundji. 

It bas been obgerred, that Cromwell, wMle he 
resided at St Ives, continued to attend the esta- 
blished chnrch ; and there is evidence on record, 
that he was occasionally intmsted with the civil 
business of the parish. But it is clear, at the 
same time, that he was not on good terms with 
the clergy. He exerted ali the ìnfluenee which 
he possessed for the encouragement of fanatical 
lécturers, both there and at Himtingdon ; and 
it appears that he nsed the power with which 
he was invested as one of the Committee of Re- 
ligion in the Long Pari iament, to persecate the 
regolar incnmbents tmder the most frivoloùs 
pretences. The Rer. Henry Downett, was vi- 
car of St Ives at the period in question, who, 
in the year 1642, was taken into custodyby the 
Sergeant-at-arms, for refìising to admit a &c- 
tious lectnrer, and forthwith sequestered. Mr 
Reynolds, the curate, was silenced by the same 
tyrannical authority, the exercise of which, on 
this occasion, has nsuaUy been attribnted to the 
instìgation of their late townsman, who, if he 
had been favourably disposed towards them, 
conld easìly bave prevented so severe a punish« 
ment.* The industrious compiler of the Me- 
moirs suspects, that by procuring complaints 
against them, he was the direct and immediate 
cause of the sufferings of these two orthodox 
and loyal divines. I am the more apt to he- 
lieve this to he the case, says he, as Cromwell 
seems to bave harboured revenge against such 

* Walker's Sufferings of the Clirgy. 
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B8 had-displeased him, and taken it whea he W- 
came possessed of the means ; for, in 1641, he, 
wìth his rehition, Mr Valentine Walton, ìnfomi- 
ed the Parlìament against a gentleman of Hant^ 
in^donshire, only for words which were pretenda 
ed to be spoken by hlm, of high and dangeroaif 
consequencé, for which the poor man suffered 
inanj hardships.* 

Dr Harris obtained from the trastees of the 
British Museum permissioni to copy the foUow- 
ing lettor from Cromwell to bis very loving 
Menai Mr Storie, at the Sign of the Dog, in the 
Aoyal Exchange, London. It is dated St Iresi 
January 11, 1635, and throws so farourable a 
light on the relìgious motires of the author, that 
as a contrast to the abore statement, it òught 
not to be withjield :^- 

** Mr Storie, . among the catalogne of those 
good workes which your fellowe citycenes and 
our cuntrie men bave doun, tbiswillnotbe ree* 
koned for the least that they bare providèd for 
the feedinffe of sonles : buildinge of hospittals 
provides for mens bodyes; to build materiali 
temples is judged a worke of pietye ; but they 
that procure spirituali food, they that build up 
spirituali temples, they are the men trulye cha* 
ritable, trulye pious. Such a work as this was 
your erectinfi^e the lecture in our cuntrie, in the 
which you placed Dr Welles, a man of good- 
nesse and industrie, and abilitie to do good every 
way : not short of any I know in England, and 
I am persuaded, that sithence bis cominge, the 

* NoMe, voi. i. p. 25a-pJounial8 of the Homo vi 
Coiumoiis« 
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Lord by him h»tìx wronght much gooA Mii«iig«t 
US. It only remaina now, that he whoe ftnit 
mored you to tliig, put you forward to the eoa* 
tinewance tberof ; it was the Lord, and, thero* 
fore, to him lift we up our harts that he would 
perfect itt. And surely, Mr Storie^ it were a 
piteooa tJbinge to see a lecture fall in the handi 
of soe manie able and godly men, as I anx pev^ 
«waded the fotuiders of this are, in theise times 
wherin we see they are suppressed with too 
much hast and vìolence by the enemies of Crod 
hia tmth ; far be it that so mnch guilt shoidd 
aticke to yonr hands, who live in a citye ao r^ 
nowned for the clero shininge light of the goa» 
pelL You know, Mr Storie, to withdrawe the 
pay ia to lett fall the lecture, for whoe goetìi a 
warefare on his own cost ? I beseeoh you, there^ 
fore, in the bowells of Jesus Christ, putt it for- 
ward, and let the good man bave bis pay. The 
aoulea of God his children will blesa you for it^ 
and aoe ahall I ; and erer reat, your lovìnge aer- 
vant in the Lord^ 

** OlilVER GrOMWEIìL.'* 

The estatea to which the nephew of Sir Tho- 
mas Steward sncceeded, were certainly far from 
being inconsiderable, although they consiated 
rather of long leases and tithes held under 
the Dean and Chapter, than of any rery exten- 
aive freehold or independent possession. It waa 
in the year 1636 that he removed thither ; and 
the auspices under which he commenced bia new 
career promised to him ampie and unintwrupt- 
ed success. The clergy, willing, perhapa, to 
purchaae hia friendahip, renewed the greater 
part of hia leaaea for twenty*one years; and ap- 
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fi^a/kéi bini to sereiml iibportaiit trasts, as a 
freeman in the Epìscopal city. But Oromwell, 
tlmiiilated by an ambìtion which rendered him 
diflcontented, aoid being, at the same time, the 
▼ietìm of extran^ance or thoughtlessness in the 
maoagetnent'Of bis private afiPairs, conld find no 
happinesfl in the peaeefùl retreat to Whieh hia 
§oùd fortune had conducted hini. 

It was in the conrse'of the foilowing year that 
OKyeTy despairing of bis fortnnes in Bkigland, 
or mdignaitt at the tyranny which, according to 
bis Tiew8, prevailed both m Chnrch and State, 
vesolved to qnit bis native land, and accompany 
èia Gonsin Hampden and otber adventurers in 
« Toyage to America. The settlements in the 
aew world, wbidi were fast increasing in popu^^ 
latioii and wealtfa, presented a desirable asylum 
io Iboie wbo thirsted for greater liberty than 
«oiild »t that timo be enjoyed in the Brìtish 
Islanda. Lord Warvrick had obta^ined a grant 
ci tfae sea ooast of New £ngland, extending from 
Naraganset rirer a bnndred and twenty miles 
towardfi the soutb-west, which he assigned in 
1631 to several noblemen and commoners, 
«mong wbom were Nathaniel Rich, Pym, and 
John Hampden ; forbidding ali colonization 
idong thig particnlar tract, nntil bis politicai 
Menda ghould be snpplied with landa. The 
-government, actuated by that absurd policy 
which appeared in almost ali its public deeds 
tteant to check the rising spirit of the people, 
ìwned a proclamation, prohibiting every one 
from leavmg the country wbo had not obtained 
-a royal license. This being fonnd insufficient, 
aa order in ooondl Waa set forth, commanding 
«the Irford Tftreaaurer « to takespeedy «nd effcc- 
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taal conne for Ae stay of ^^it Ifthips, ihéfi in 
tbe rìrer of Thames, prepared to go to New 
Eiiglaiid, and fbr putting on land ali the passen- 
gers and provisions therein iatended fbr the 
voyage." In these vessels were embarked 8br 
Arthur Hadeelrig, Hatnpden» Pym» and Oliver 
CromweU. It has been well obsèrred, that the 
King had afiterwards fìlli lebnre to repenttUf 
^xèretse of hÌ8 authdrity ! 

Dbappoiiited in the relief whidi he^ had ex* 
Bected 1^ &id in a foreign land, he retomed to 
my a prey to melancholy and the moflt riivletit 
fanaticism. 1^ Philip ìrarwick relates, onthe 
amthority of Dr Simcott, who wae Cromwdl'a 
physiciaiiy that <' his pàtiont was a mòst E^ptene* 
tic man, and had faneies abont the cross which 
stood in the town^ and that he had been caffled 
np %o him at miòniglit and sùcà unseasonlilde 
lioors, verv many tiìnes, npon a stròng fancy 
which made him believe he was thén dyìng. 
The letter already quoted» addressedto Mrs St 
John, was written at thìs perìod, and expresses 
the strong feeling of remorse and self-abasement 
with whidbhe was then agitated. Nor weré bis 
views of the fìitnre more cheerful than bis re* 
trospect of the past. He brooded over the eVìb 
which bis diseased imagination created, and saw 
no recovery for bis afl^irs spiritoal or temperai 
in the dis.Unt perspective which opened up be- 
fore him. 

His active mind, however, soon afterwai^ 
found a more congenial employment, in oppo* 
mg a measmre patronised by tbe Oirowni uid 
universally regarded as firan^t with die great- 
est advantagel)oth to the public and to the ij^ 
diyidttal prof rietors» A scbeme had becai prò- 
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JèBtod &r ^fMBusgr t|ie «stonsiva £mmi wlipcitm 
tbme days eovened some of the faest piains m 
Ihe «onntìe» of Lincoln, Oambridge, NoxtlMmp-» 
.1»n,. and Hoatìngdon. The £url ùi Bedfoed 
«ppean to bave had the deqiest interest ia the 
«uidertaking, imd to have incorred the hu§est 
.^kare of ewense ; but as the work was <^ very 
^^«tmagnitude, the aid of the Kin^ ivbs garante 
jeà on certain conditàons^ whìch were «t mmo 
'fiiTowrable to tìm gayal reyenue» and satisfiirtfaMry 
to the other laadholdenu As no regnlar ac^ 
jeoiMit of the traosactioB has beea preserred, it 
:ls net easy to explain the gronnds. on whieh 
.oppoaitìon was raised to this potrìotic enter<» 
«prifte. It.has heen related that the peasaatry, 
,who had long enjoyed th^ prìvìlege ofeomnum'- 
iififf ia those extensire wastes, expressed their 
^diaaatisfAction at the progress of the diminiag» by 
r jq^iians ai which they were aboat to be depxtved 
of so mach prolB^t and amusement. Varions 
.«laims» too» were urged on the part of the snuiller 
.' p^P|^ietor% whose fields bordered on the ieoa^ 
,.^hich they imagined were not likely to be re- 
. I^tected in the ultimate division of the. reclaimed 
; territory. A meeting was aecordingly held at 
.Huntingdony in which Cromwdl is undraatood 
.ItQ haFe mflamed the snspicioos of the peoj^e» 
; aad.eiiGOuraged tbem to perserere in their re- 
^aistance to the KÌ9g and the nobles» whom he 
r^resented as pursuing their own adTanta^fO at 
-the expense.of the pubUc good. His opposition 
^proved successiìily and the pian, which nad been 
*|p a considerable ext^t jrealiaed» was abandon- 
:j8d for sey^ral year9<* 

VOX4.Z. > 



'. lÀ dM tobuné enlNled; ^ 01ÌT«r firoiniraa 
ma hìM Times," thore is aa attempi made t0 
preseat thk affiftir in a Uglit oonsidmbly dì§^ 
ienty and auch lem credmble tò the King. It 
it innmiated that hii Mijetty, upoii seeiiig <te 
iroik nearly compleited» wiihed lo leisEe a lai^ga 
portion- of the land for hii own ose, and to de^ 
^Te the Earl of Bedfbrd of niaely-five tibov^ 
Mttd a«ef, whkh had Imbìi set apart ae a remuii 
neratioB for hia trooble and essente. Bai the 
leader will not find in any oontemporary writi» 
the fllìghteit anithiMity for thii imjpntation 



Ae integrity of Charles. 8ir Fhilip Warwìck 
rdatesy iluMb the nobleman just named, and the 
odiar prinràpal gentleman whose haUtatioBs 
bordered on the fens, ^^made propoeitions unto 
iàe King to issue out commissions of seweri to 
draìn Uiose laiidsy and ofiered a proportion free^ 
ly to be grreri to the crown for its conntenanoe 
and authority therein.'' He add% that the eom- 
Tnissionerg q»pointed to bear the elaims of the 
anmerous persons who thonght they had of ^taih 
lights of commonage, never oonld satisfy them» 
althougb they exerted themselves to the ntnioet. 
The yulgar grew damorous agdnst the lords 
and othm who had joined the King in the nn- 
dertaking, and the oommissioners were witii- 
•fltood by the remonstrances and threatenings 
whieh everjrwhere met tilieir ears. Henee the 
juroject was relinqnished by ali parties for the 
timo ; and Cromwell, who by bis leal and talent 
had gained an immense aoeession of popnlarity, 
was diereafter denominated << iKurd of the Fens." 
The occnrrence now mentioned, altìKmgb of 
a locai and' twnponry interest^ laid the fonndar* 
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U«m «f OUfer's fortmie, liy fstmg 'Aé way fer. 
lùs retimi to Parliament. The Desòlutiony m 
well as the ability, whicit he huà manifested ia 
defealmg the umted power of the cromi aad of 
the pinnoipal laadholdem. in the adjoniiiig conila 
ttes, marked him out as a fit maa^for more ha» 
portant biukees. Hsmpden aad other of.hig 
nlatioiui, who already aatidpated that erìsM la 
poiitiieal aflfoifs whioh soon itf'terwards involred 
tbe ommtr^ in the ealamities of à civil war, dì»» 
eerered with mneh Batisfiiction that their kina- 
aMa posaeBsed the verj qUaliiSes which weré 
aioat likely to be aTsUahle in a ccmtest betwecm 
the Kmg and the legislatore* He prored him* 
8^ to be a charaeter of invindblodetemiinatiGa 
and constaacy, irhererer bis patsioBS irere ea« 
gagedy. and aa objeet worthy of hia exertìoai 
oecnired to cali forth bis streagth» He wai 
deaeribed by hia coosin, the celebrated patriot 
Bow named, as one that << wonld nt well at the 
mark ^ aUading to bis perseyenaiQe and the 
finn hold whioh he took of erery ocoasion^ by 
meang of wbieh a friend mi^t be served or aa 
enemy diseomfited. It has been md too, I know 
aot well on what aathority^ that the eitistens of 
Cambridge took an interest intbeqnestion which 
respeoted the righta and expedienoy implied in 
the measnre which Cromweli opposed, and were 
therefore not inattentire to the part which this 
popolar oratmr assmned in thwarting the yiewe 
of the privileged classes. His snccess in canvass* 
kig for the seat which he afterwards held, ae^ 
one of their representalhrea in tiio Honsa of 
Commons, has been attribnted to the zeal which 
he showed in protootiag tkeiir faiterests in the 
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suurBhy laiids. At ali evento/ ìt «dmito Hot of 
any donbt, that tbe ability displayed by him 
^^nst the royal conìiiiigsioners at nuntingdon,' 
ireobimuended him to that more momentous duty 
wfaidi he was soon afterwards called upon to dis^ 
ek&rge at Westminster,* 

The necessitìes of the Kin^, and the disturba 
ed state òf affaits in Scotland, rendered néoès*^ 
iary that meeting of Parliament, which, after a 
long interrai, toòk place early in the year 1640* 
The reputation which Cromwell had acqnired 
in Cambridge, by bis pnblic spirìt in tke dia* 
pnte respecting the flens, as well as by the display 
of his gifts in occasionai plreachiùg, had recom* 
mended him so effectoally to the lower ciato of 
the bnrgesses, that, às has been already intinia-' 
ted, they elécted him as one of their repreisenta<' 
tives* Heath tells a story, with the intention 
of indudng his readeins tò beHeve, that the elec<» 
tion was not accomplishéd without some degree 
of artifice, and that the fatare Lord General 
owed his return to a snceessfùl strategem oìi 
the part of Timms, a meniber of the common 
oonncil, who had been accustomed to walk on 
'Sundays to the isle of Eiy to bear his religion» 
addresses, and to be edified by the pnrity of 
his doctrine. It is more probable that he wa» 
iadebted for the honour of a seat in Parliiunent 
to the iniuence of Hampden^ and to the rising 
fiunè of his own character, as a decided enemy 
to the court, and an adrocate for popnlar rights. 
The only circumstanee which throws any colour 
pf probabiUty on the narrative of the Flagelluaiy 

* CromweUiaiia, p, 19. 
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Ì8 the 9abseqtient elevation of Ricliard Timins 
himself ; who, in the Parliaments of 1654 and 
1656, waa nominated to represent the city of 
Cambridge, by the authorìty of the Protector 
and bis Council of State. 

The pecnniary affiiirs of Cromwell at this ini'* 
portant epoch of his history bave been varìous- 
ly represented. The most probable concIuBion 
Ì9, that he stili retained a portion of the funds 
which he had realized by the sale of bis landfl 
and tithes, when he resolred to expatriate him* 
self and remore beyond the Atlantic Dugdale 
says, that << being necessitated by his low con* 
dition to qnit a conntry farm which he held at 
6t Ives, and betake himself to mean lodgings in 
Cambridge, the schismatical paity there chose 
him a bnrgess for their corporation in that un- 
happy Long Parliament, which began at West- 
minster npon the third of November, in the 
yearonethousandsixhnndredandforty." This 
TÌew of his condition is completely contradicted 
ly the advances which he made in the beffinning 
of the troubles to assist the fìmds of the par* 
liamentary leaders. He contrìbuted L.500 for 
raising a force to cmsh the rebellion in Ireland i 
Ile purchased a qnantity of arms, to which alla* 
Sion has been made, to send down to his native 
eounty ; and he paid L.100 as the hire of certain 
waggons, provided for the Earl of Manchester 
when about to put bis armv in motion against 
the King. We may thererore believe the au- 
thor of a tract, called the '* Mystery of the 

Ìfood old Cause," who asserts that " there were 
etters of Cromwell to he seen in the hands of 
a person of qtiality, whe»eiu he mentìons hitf 
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whole estate to amount to about L.I300^ wbièh 
at that time (prior to the coinmencement of tke 
civil war,) he intended to lay ont upon a pur- 
chade of drained fen-kudg." The possession 
of 8uch a sum mi^ht, it is clear, enable him tq 
fttidce ali the disbursements abore mentioned; 
fuid assuredly the extent of his benevolences at 
that criticai moment, demonstrates that he had 
resolved to identify his future fortunes with 
the issue of the great contest in which the na- 
tion was ahout to engagé. 
. The description given of Cromwell at thi» 
period by Sir Philip Warwick, althongh fami« 
liar to most readers, is so closely connected with 
the snbject in band that it cannot be omitted» 
|< I bave no mind/' says the knight, ^* to gire an 
ili character of him, for in his conyersation to 
me he was ever friendly ; though at the latter 
end of the day, finding me ever incorrigible, and 
having some inducements to suspect me a tam- 
perer, he was sufficiently rigidi The first time 
that ever I took notice of him was in the very 
beginning of the Parliament held in November 
J640, when I vainly thought myself a courtly 
young gentleman ; for we courtiers valued our- 
selves much upon our good clothes. I came one 
moming into the House well clad, and perceived 
a gentleman speaking, whom I knew not, very 
ordinarily apparelled, for it was a plain cloth 
suit which seemed to bave been made by an ili 
country tailor : his linen was plain and not very 
clean, and I remember a speck or two of blood 
ùpon his little band, which was not much larger 
than his celiar : his hat was without a hat-band, 
ms Stature wa9 q{ a ^oocl size, hU «word atucl^ 
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elose to liis s^e, bis countenatiee' swoUen and 
Teddish» hi» voice sharp and antuneable> and hit 
/eloqaence full o£ fervonr, for the subject-matter 
,woiild not bear much of reason ; it l>eing in be» 
htif of a servant of Mr Piynn's, wfao had dis» 
.persed libels against the Queen for ber dancing, 
and such like innocent and courtly sporta ; and he 
Aggrarated the imprisonment of this man by the 
,Cxrandl Table unto that height, that one would 
liave believed the very government itself had 
been in great danger by it. I siucerely profess 
it lessened much my reyerence imto that great 
jooancU, for he wasvery much hearkened unto. 
.And yet I lived to see this very gentleman, 
■irbom out of no ili will to him I thus describe, 
By mnltiplied good successes, and by real but 
usurped power — ^having had a better tailor and 
jùore converse among good company— in my 
,own eye, when for six weeks together I was a 
.prisoner in bis sergeant's hands, and daily wait- 
ed at Whitehall, appear of a great and majestic 
deportment and comely prcsence. Of him, 
therefore» I will say no more, bnt tbat verily I 
"believe he was extraordinarily designed for those 
>xtraordinary things whicb one while most wick- 
,edly and facinorously he acted, and at another 
jw successfully and greatly performed." 

I bave less pleasure in quoting the words of 
Dr South, who is said to bave been sufficìently 
Gomplaisant to the Protector when in the pleni- 
tude of bis power, but who, in a brìef space after 
the Restoration, speaks of him as foUows : — 
. *^ Who that had beheld such a bankrupty heggar- 
Jìf fdlow as Cromwell first entering the Parlia- 
ment J^onse^ witb « threctd-^r^ torn fba\ and(^ 



preast^ hai, (and perliapi neitlìét otéim, pai<l 
for,) corfd have suspected that in the course of 
80 few years, he should, by the murder of one 
King and the banishment of another, aseend thè 
throne, he invested in the royal robes, and want 
nothing of the state of a King bat the changing 
of bis hat into a crown ?" 

The following anecdote confinns stili farther 
the same view of CromweU^s appearance wheu 
he became a member of the celebrated repnblìr 
can legislature : Lord Digby, going down the 
Parliament stairs with ì& Hampden, and not 
knowing Oliver personaily, $aid, " Pray> Mr 
Hampden, who is that man, for I see he is on our 
side by bis speaking so warmly to-day?" — " That 
sloven," said Mr Hampdenyprophetically^ " whom 
you see before you, hath no omament in bis. 
speech ; that sloven, I say, 5f we should eyer 
come to a breach with the King, which God for-* 
bid I in such a case, I say, that sloven wìll be 
the greatest man in England.'' 

No wise panegyrist of Cromwell will mvin-* 
tain that, in point of wealth, leaming, eloquence^ 
dress, or any extemal accomplishment, he could 
bear a comparison with the majority of the 
members cren of the Long Parliament. The 
secret of bis elevation, therefore, must he sought 
for in the exercise of talents which were entirely 
independent of those outwardadvantages,whicl^ 
in the first instonce at least, conciliate attention, 
and bespeak a favourable hearing even in the 
most factious assembly. Ferrour, zeal, andk^^w- 
ledge of the subject under debate, command at 
length the most reluctant auditor, and confer thi» 
chwrm of oratory on tk We statement of 1%^» 
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^è fiiid accordingly that he sobn gamed tlié 
jrespect of the House by the depth oi hìA arga- 
mentBy thongh deUvered without gnusei elo- 
quence, or even deamess; and he gradnany 
rose in the fìivour of the more dìscemina' o^ the 
menihers, by bis penetration, hiti onweaned dili- 
gence^ bis courage, and persererance* He ao- 
4M>mmodated bimtelf to the dispositions of the 
•leading persona of hia own side ; he stadied care* 
fnlly the views and temper of every one wbose 
ìnfluence was likely to shape the d^arminattoiis 
of bis compatriota ; and he arailed himaélf é^al- 
•ly of the strength an.d of ike weakneas of cha- 
racter which he fonnd prevailing around bim. 

' This chapter, whiéh hads been devoted to the 
domeatic biatory of Cromwell, may he propérly 
eonclttded with a ahort deacrìption of hia per- 
<aon« He ia aaid to bave been m earlv life of a 
•robuat make and eonatitution, and hia aapéct 
manly, thougb clownisb. ' At a later period, he 
became wbat Noble calls *^ ratber a coarse-look- 
ing man*" He bad suffered much from the fa» 
tigaes of a military life» from the anxietv which 
«nrroonded the high station to which he nlti- 
mately attained, and perbapa from the disap- 
pointmenta incident to an ambition which aspi- 
red to a atill more lofty eminence. His counte- 
naaoe waa nsually weather-beaten, his complex- 
ion sallow^ hia reaturea atrongly marked, and 
his noae of a flaming red. In a rolnme entitled 
Btttler'a Remaina, it ia sud that ** Cromwell 
Wanta neither wardrobe nor armonr ; hia face was 
natnrally buff, and hia akin may f umiah you with 
a ruaty coat of mail ; you would tbink he bad 
been chriatened in a lime-ptt> and tanned aUre#' 



Thera Si wmdk more abiue of tUfl Muton^tìlfe 
kind tò !>• fonnd in other royalist ivritera, ^ìm^ 
when the goyemment vas restored> tboQj^lit 
they coiild not rapply too sirong food to ^ratify 
tke appetite for rerenge whicli the seyentiet c£ 
the Proteotorate had excited. It ig aot to bé 
qmeationed,hoì^yer,tìiàt hisphyaiognomy must 
h^ye preiented a particnlar confbrmation. Cla^ 
-venden tayt, ** that he had something singnhtf 
aad QMnciona h» hh look and appeax^iioe.^ 
And alady, who ricorda her reeollectioas ef 
•him in the Annual Register, remarks^ that when 
•«he saw him, hia face waa yery pale, and his nose 
ofadeepved.* 

But, notwHhatanding these ditadyantagee in 
point et looki inanner, and expression, he lén 
ey^fry othef oompetitor far benind' him in the 
trace of fiune and power* He rose to a rank 
higher than any snhject in England had eyer 

♦ Hls eyebrowB, we are toM, were large and dwfjgy, 
liis countenance approacliliig: to tlie circolar, and the Ibu 
tnre àlready io ofloi ncntioned, attnicted tho attentlon òf 
«TM7 bdiolder. Whtn Mi^r-G«iierRl HtOKf was inh 
trodaoed to tbe prMenoo-duunbar at the Hague, after his 
«scape firom EngUmd, immediately after the yiolent death 
of Charles the First, the Marquis of Montrose, by way 
of drollery, asked him " how Oliver's nose did ?** Clé- 
Rient Watker says, that when Cromwell ordered the sol- 
diers to fire, In the insurreotion of the London appiren- 
tioes, ** his nose lodksd as.prodifiously npon you as a oó- 
net ;'* and speaking of the govemment making treason no 
treaaon, he adda, that should the House Tote that " OU- 
yer*8 nose is a ruby, they would ezpect you to swear it» 
and flght for it.** The reader who can derive amusemeift 
fttnn this low yvìtt will flnd some more extracts at the 
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«Ajoyedy camed with bim the apprQlMition of a 
considerable portion of the peoploy eommanded 
the applanse of foreign nations, and has left a 
name which will in ali future times contìnue to 
hold a distìnguished place m the history of his 
country. It must, tberefore, be a subject of in-« 
teresting invest^tion to detaii the origin of 
tbo8e causes wliich gradually produced tluit un- 
wonted condition of tbings, the e£Pect8 of which 
V^é ex^'erienced in ike tèsaponij dowàtUi of 
iDonarchical goveromenty a enaiige in ihé fonn 
of religion, a^ the aubatitutìòn of i^poUty b«th 
in church and state, alto^ether unknown to the 
£nglish people. A brief xewìew of the lea£ng 
prìnciples and events wfaidi pvred &e way fcS 
the operationg of the Long Parliénieiity «na the 
UMirpation of Oliver CromweU» will oonstitnte 
the inain «ubject of thè fòUi^wmg ehapter. 
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CHAPTBR II, 



iJ(mùxinmff a short Account oftì^ PolUiealt^ 
. BeUgwuàPnneipìesiMf^ledioiheCivUWmt 
: in ^ reign of Charles the First^ 

AiiTHùdaH no comohiuoiifl are morei uncer* 
tain dum those whichrest npon the philow^y' 
of hutory, it is neTortheleBS. perfecdy oby^ous 
%hA% we sballread in vain the annalsof the hn^ 
man cace, vnless we derive from them a doefei* 
knowledge of the motives which mfluence man 
in his social relations, and of those more gene- 
ral principles npon which ali govemniiMìt mnst 
have its ultimate support. It is the error of 
ignorant statesmen to account for the most im« 
portant events by a reference to the particular 
circumstiuices in which they find themselrea 
placed, instead of looking back to the progresa 
of the opinions which hi^ produced the criais 
which they wish to regniate, or of endeavour* 
ing to detect the source of the evil which they 
are desirous to remedy. They are dispoaed to 
regard the movement before their eycs as the 
result of causes which had not operated before» 
and which are not likely to be called into action 
again ; and hence, they not only lese the moat 
valnable lesaons of practical wisdom^ but volun* 



tttnly ftlittt thétr eyes upon tke patk throtigk 
wbich they might esoi^ from ali the difficultiei 
by vhich they feel themselres Burrounded. 

The history of a rerolation, in partidilarì 
canaot ftùl to be instractire^ beóuue it usaally 
prooeedi firom denret and panions which are 
opoily arawed» and are in iact iacapahle of oon# 
eeahneat In diia enee ^e effect appears te 
dofiely^ oombined with the cause, that the exa* 
Ittiaatioà of Ae one iannedkkt^y re^eids tha 
iiatÉre of the etìier x and although the varyìng 
•ircnnistancet o€ poiitieal life, in different agea 
and natìond, necesaarily gire rise to peculiaritijM 
In lille son^ee and ehar^ster of the innovationa 
propeaed, stili a knowledge ei the permanent 
ptifndples of the hmnan heart wiU prore a safe 
guide to> him who haa onderstanding enough t» 
preAt by experìence* In traeing the naturai 
mst<»y ef the g^ebe, enr enqniries are impeded^ 
net by the magnitnde of the «alijecty nor by the 
iength of time which has elapsed, nor ev«n by 
liie absence'of phenomena similar te those to 
whieh) in the actual condition of the earth's sur- 
^Ace, onr geolo^cal cOnolnsimis must be restrict^ 
ed ; but by the convìction that in the stracture, 
as well as in the early conynlsions to which our 
planet has been su)]jected, certain ^hysical ener- 
gies must bave been employed which bave long 
ceased to act, and which bare only leffc effects 
snfficiently distinct to enable ns to conjecture 
tbe amazing extent of theìr power. The agitai 
tions of the social and politicai World, on the 
contraryj bear a greater resemblance to the ap»- 
parent aberration of astronòmìcal bodies, which 
cati be explainedupon prindples which are w^ 
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known, aiid act wkh arrotar and couttontfoiae 
in a determiiiate direction. 
K'Tiie Brttìsh Revolution, which a^sumed aow» 
Hnot form in the day» of the First Oiarles, ma 
wasvcompleted in tha rei^ of James the Seewd^ 
originated in causes which can be clearly tia^ed 
te the perìod which ^ntnessed the aeoesnon of 
Ae Tudowi The same great changes in tho 
«tate of socàety which led to the Refomatio% 
opened np the path in which the patriota of 
]^g1and adranoed to the accomplishment of 
ihat not lesa important ohject, which wa» aerev 
long absent from their views during the centìurjr 
which preceded the invasion of Wiliiw» thè 
Third. The increase of knowledge and of prò» 
perty »nong the commons was the main agent» 
which eifected, by a graduai but irmietibl^ 
Dparationy the improvement of the eonstitutioii» 
and the enlargement of civil liberty. At attiU 
earlier period, indeed, the theory of goveniment 
had attained to considerable perfection ; for the 
gpirìt of the feudal system, under which the 
forms of politicai society were ori^naliy està- 
blished in this country, was not inconsistent 
with the claima of personal freedom in ali classe» 
but the very lowest. In opposition to the wetdc 
and arbitrary administration of Henry the Thirdi 
authority was extorted from the Crown to eleot 
and retui-n to Piu*lianient two kaights for each 
shire, two citizens for each city, two burgessea 
for each borough, and two barons for each cin<|ne 
port, to represent the commons, or community 
•t largo. The reigns of £dward the First ana 
^his grandson were distinguished by some im» 
portant acoessions to popukur privil^es ; «idif 
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we mi^bl jadge of the extmH ef liberty wliick 
was etijoyed by themeans and precautiona whick 
were ^ised for ita support, there woold be no 
nwhness in assorting that the frame of Eoglisk 
lair ahready embodied the ieading principlefl of 
a free oonttitution. 

Bat howerer perfeot the theoret'ical o«tline 
M%ht appear, the administration of the governa 
Bient in a rade age must bave admttted many 
èxoeptbna to a complete secority of either per* 
8on or property. Amidst the eonfnsion of the 
frequent wars in which the country waa enga^ 
gedy and the turbolence of the more poweiSul 
baroBs» the voice of iaw could not be heard, 00 
as to extend its protection to the lower orders 
pf the pèople ; and it waa not until the success- 
Jal piirsaits of agriculture and of eommeree had 
vai«ed the inhabitants of the maritime eountiea 
in the scale of wealth and intelligence^ that the 
veàk benefits of the constitution began to be en* 
joyed. Siich is the naturai curiosity inhereiit 
in the human mind, that whenever men hare 
the means of information placed within their 
reach, they are found to examine and compare ; 
and hom that moment the grosser corruptions 
of national policy can only be maintained by force, 
or by the dread of greater evils which would 
attend their instant removaL It is accordingly 
worthy of observation» that so early as the reign 
of' Henry the Fifth, *' the times were now come 
about when light began to spring forth, con* 
seÌMioe to bestir itse&) and men to study the 
Scriptures. This was imputed to the idleness 
and carelessness of the clergy, who suffered the 
minds of young scholars toluxoriate into error» 



ef dirinity, for want of paltìng Utèm on ia otlur 
learning, and gave no eneonragement to stadm 
of haman learning, by preferrisg those that wer» 
dMerving. The Convocation, taking.this iato 
ooosid^ratioii, do decrae tbat no person shaU 
exercise any jurisdiction in any office as Ticar* 
|«neral, commissàry, or offidail, iwless he iball 
Irat in the uniyeraity have taken degrees in thm 
Oivii* or CANON LAW8. f A shrewd tarick this wa0 
to «top the growth of the sfcady of divinity imd 
WicKUiFt's way ; and to embeUishmen's minds 
•with a kind of leaming that may gain tlmn pre« 
iPerméiit, or at least an opinion of abilitàes b^^ 
yond the eommon strain, and dangerous to hm 
meddied with." ♦ 

Such expedients for perpetuating the veigA 
of ignorance cannot he attended with mneh me^ 
cess, and will never he resorted to by those wh^ 
bave learaed to read the « signs of the timea/* 
The devices of the clergy in the fifteenth een* 
tnry bore some resemblance to the narrowviewa 
of James and of bis son Charles, who, when they 
fonnd their snbjects becoming more than nsually 
jserious, gave orders to republish the Book of 
Sports. In both cases yre perceive a degree of 
practìcal wìsdom eqnal to tnat of men, who, to 
prolong the duration of night, should, at the 
dawn of day, desire the Windows to be curtained 
and additional candles to be bronght. More in*> 
telligent and vigilant mlers ^onld, in either in-* 
stance, bave studied the indications of a new era 
about to open npon the theological and politicai 
world, and prepared themselves for the exer* 

• Bocon's t)iscourses, Pari if. 
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ftioiis ^» which they migfit be called, whether to 
obviate or to satisfy ita claims. 

But w^ must noe pennìt oarselves to dilate 
Bpon the remoter eauaes of that memontble ca- 
tastrophe, wluch deprived Ohaiies of lifr, and 
raised Cromwell to supreme power. It may be 
mufficient to observe, that to the poliey of Henry 
VII., who speut the gfeater part of bis reign ia 
stadying how to depress the noUes and exalt 
Ihe airone^ maybe ascrìbed those high notions 
of the kiogly prerogative which bis son and 
grand-daughter redueed to practice, and which 
James the First made the subject of learned 
eommentaries. The wars of the Rosea had re* 
duced many of the greater barons to poverty 
or embarrassment, while the increase of luxury 
iaflamed them with the desire of liviiig in a 
atyle of expense unknown to their more frugai 
ancestors. Henry, to gratify their humour, and 
aeeomplish bis own purposes^ permitted them to 
sell their estates, a privilege uot attached to the 
charter by which they originally hdid their fiefs; 
and at the same time prohibited them from 
maintaining their wouted bands of armed fot- 
lowers. These two measures, indeed, the un* 
restrìcted allowance to dispose of their landa» 
and the interdiction of their numerous retainera» 
natnrally accompanied each othei*, and the crafty 
king lived long enongh to appreciate the effects 
of bis contrivance in the degradation of many 
of bis priocipal tenants, and in the increasing 
infiuence of that more active class, wbose prò* 

ferty consisted in money and mechanical skill. 
le saw the soil of bis kingdom passine^, year 
fif(er year, intp the bands of men, wb9 acii««4 
w2 
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hd otliAr pririleg^es, and ai^ired io rto tógker. 
consequence, thaii such as alway» belong to 
yrèMk in a free country ; and he possessed art 
siiffioient to transfer to the crown ali the power 
and reyerence which bis titled rassals had con<^ 
iented to relinqntsh. 

The Eiffhth Henry, who was formed by nature 
te be a «fespot, mounted the throne with the 
determination to maintain ali the ground wbicb 
bis father bad gaìned* Lord Bacon informe us^ 
liiat when this prince assumed the sceptre of 
Bngland, « tbere was no such thing as any great 
lind mighty subject who might any way eclipse 
or overshadow the imperiai power." With thi^ 
advantage on the side of regal authority, he 
brottght with him to the administration of af- 
làirs a spirit of that finn and steady temper, 
which was well fitted to break the edge of any 
lising opposition, Besides the confidence of 
youth, he was of a nature so elate and impe- 
rious, so resòlved and fearless, that no resistanee 
oonld sttcceed, and hardly any thought of it could 
bè entertained, against him. Sir Nicholas Baeoit 
says, that he feared notbing btU ihefaUing oftììt 
heavenSy and that though he was a man " under- 
neatb many passions, he was abore ali fear." 
Stili it was long before he thought himself se- 
cure against the Barons, the old enemies of the 
tbrone ; and, therefore, he employed every me- 
thod of artifice and rapine to sink them much 
lower than was consìstent with the safety of the 
state. He did not consider the wise maxim re- 
peated by Lord Verulam, that " depression of 
the nobility may make a king more absolute, but 
it will at the same time make him lesa isafe \* on 
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the cmitrary, he pnremed the olgect heoueathed 
to him byhis falher, and laboored to establisk the 
prerogatìreon the mins of the prìrileged orderi. 
With thi9 riew, he followed the same example^ 
in placing chnrchmen in ali the officei of trusl^ 
and in encouraging to the utmost ali branohes 
ef trade and commeree ; preferring to ove what* 
erer obligations he might he ohliged to contraete 
to the wealthy merchants who flonrished under 
hls goremment, rather than to the hanghty 
lordsy who werè eYer wont to dispute the pre* 
tentsions of majesty. His power, too, was great« 
ìy augmented by that decided step towards the 
Reformation which threw off the supremacy of 
Rome. From that moment the throne did not 
ònly rest on its own basi», as having no longer 
any dependence on the papal chtdr ; it rose stili 
higher than erer, for the ecclesiastical jurìsdic* 
tion was not thereby annihìlated but transferred, 
and ali the powers of the Roman pontìff now 
centred in the person of the King. The remain« 
der of his reign shows that he was politic enongh 
to make the best use of the advantages which 
the course of events had placed within his reach. 
The high authority in spiritual which he had 
gained, enabied him to hold ali men, who either 
feared or desired greater innovations, in the 
most entire dependence. In a word, every thing 
contributed to the adrancement of the regai 
power. The amazing revolution to which his 
ungoremable passions gare rise, was hailed by 
a majority of the nation as a deliverance from a 
galling and most invidions tyranny, and was 
therefore thought worthy of support, even at 
the expense of the greateat tsaorinces. Por thia 
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reaioti, the Padianicaitwwt readiìy elimg wkk 
the King in ali hig Measures ; and, beyand tbe^ 
example o£ former times, waa conatwitly obse-» 
qatouB to hìm, even in the most capricioiu and 
ineonsistent acts of bis government. 

The despotism which Henry exercised, being 
in no amali degree connected with the pecaliar 
cast of bis temper, was somewhat modified by 
the circumstances in which bis son and two 
danghters adminìstered the government. Bnt 
the spirit with which he animated the body po- 
litic remained stili unchanged* In the days of 
Mizabeth, the claims of the prerogative were as 
high, and the power of Parliament as low, as 
during the reign of ber imperions father. The 
main object of ber people, for many years after 
sbe ascended the throne, was to secure the in-i 
terests of Protestantism ; and, to gain an end of 
gttch transoendent importance to their temperai 
and spiritual welfare, they were willing to post-» 
pone ali coosiderations which respected merely 
the balance of power among the different orders 
of the state. Besides, there was so little bar* 
mony among the professors of religion, whetber 
of the new form or the old, that the Queen bad 
notbing to fear from their combination ; and a^ 
ber life was threatened by fanattcal individuals 
at home> and ber country by bìgoted sovereigns 
abroad, ali the friends of the Reformation> how- 
ever mnch they might disagree on minor points* 
united in their determination to defend ber 
Majesty, and to defeat the designs of the Roman 
Catholics. In truth, EiizabeUi owed mucb of 
ber strengtb to the conflicting opinions of ber 
^ubjecM[ oa the great article of religious beUe& 
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'Elle Iiadiag''p8rtiM irere more folieitoìii to ob^ 
Uìn faer oomflràànde thaii to examino into tko 
f^mtÓA of Iter polìtkal administrstion, or to cali 
in qneitioii its contisteiioy with tho principimi 
of tkeir more aiicìent conititatioii ; and benoe it 
wai that ber reign exbibìted to tb« public oyo 
-a» many tokena c£ doipòtìsm aa conld bave boea 
oolleoted fróm Jtbo deeds and prodàmations of 
ber two immediate ancestors. 

It is not aorprisii^y tbortforey tbat wben tbe 
irgt of the Stmurta aacended the tbroBe of Engi» 
land» be ahoold bave fallen into tbe miirtake of 
aiippoMng tbat he bad suoceeded to.aii abaolnte 
monaroby, James, it ia obrìona, migbt bave 
maintained tbat big notions of tbe prorogaitiTO 
were tbose wbicb be inb^ted witb the crown $ 
«ad tbat^ whaterer might be pretended from 
researcbes into remoter tìmea, bis duty wa» to 
retÉtn tbe sorereigiity on the footing, on mìdA 
it bad 0tood for several gucceesione, and on wbicb 
it actnally stood wben tbe administration fell 
into bis banda. It is a remarkable fact, bowever, 
tbat the Tudor prince«, arrogant and deapotie 
aa they were, never renturea npon any extra* 
ordinary «tretdi of power, but witb the eonemv 
renoe of Parlisment, Bren the juriedietion of 
tbe 8tar-€hamber was confbnned by statuto; 
the supremacy of the sovereien was establisbed 
by tbe same authority; and, in a word, the 
most arbitrary proceedings on tbe part of tbe 
King were recommended to tbe nation, not aa 
sanctioned by the inherent prerogative of the 
crown, but as emanating from the collected wi8<- 
dom of Parliament. Impetnous and self-willed 
as Henry tbe Eagbth was, be bad «tm so mucfa 
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f^pebt for the aacieiit fbrms éf basmeiiisy tBat bé 
inducìed or compelled the legislatiire to afford 
Gonntenance to hìs most tyrannical meaeures; 
Nay, he extoited from the representatires of the 
people that most extraordinaryof ali concesefom^ 
that hi8 proclamations should have the force of 
lawg ; a resolution which was embodied in a re» 
galar statate, hearing date the thirty-first yeat 
of hÌ8 reign. 

' ' Heniy, iuid eren Mixabeth, ionght a cover for 
their attacks on the constitution, by acting ib 
an apparent concert with the two Houses c^ 
Parliament. Bnt nothing is more ohrions, al 
Ae Baine time, than that the reg^ power was 
ali the while exercbed in so high and arhitmry 
a manner, as gradually to destroy the belief that 
the people had a legitimate claim to the bène- 
ÙU of a free constitntion. Even the langoage 
of the legislature itsdif, with the decree» of 
la#yer8, and the doctrines of divines, rau deh 
cidedly in favour of an unlimited prerogative; 
The <* crown had been declared supreme, aiiid 
to have the chief govemment of ali estate» of 
ihis realm, and in ali causes ;' James, therefore> 
reasoning with peifect aconracy upmi the sta- 
ttttes and precedente v^th which the practice of a 
hondred years had snpplied him, prononnced die 
King of England to be above aÙ law ; and even 
Elizabeth, who was not so much disposed-to 
prate abont abstract right, occasionaliy check- 
ed her Parliaments by reminding them, that it 
was not tbeir part to meddle with wh&t concern- 
ed the prerogative royal, and the high points of 
govemment. 

Tlie constitutional reader does notreqnire to 
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he told» IImI mueh •£ the highmovading lan- 
guage applied to tbe English monarchy, after 
tiie BefonnalioDy bad a reference to the ancient 
d&ìm» of the Popedom» whioh were dow pro« 
nounoed groundless aod obsolete. The sapre* 
maey of Uie crown so frequently announced, re- 
«pieeted not the power, occasionally assumed in-» 
df^, of enacting and dispensing witK the lawa 
of the knd> but merely the indep^ndenee of th^ 
Jdngdom with respect to ali foreign ttate% 
whether civil or eeclesiasticah The diyuia right» 
looy orjns divinum, ckìmed for the heredltary 
aovereign of Engbuid, waa nrged in oppositicMi 
lo the JesuitSy who, to weaken the sentiment of 
alleglance to a heretical prince, taught erery* 
where throughout the nation, that reeiJ autho* 
rlty bad no spiritual sanction, bnt origuiated ex» 
dusirely in the wiU ofthe peopie. The Puritans» 
>frith very different ylews, coincided with the 
Papistsinthedoctrinenowmentioned; and henoe, 
aa the foundation of the tbrone aeemed about 
to be shaken by the prevalence of an opinion so 
formidable to the peculiar interests of Eliza^ 
betb} tbe clergy of the Establishment laboured 
to prove, that ali regular power is of God, and 
that kings reign by bis appointment, and as bis 
vicegerents. Erom these causes, speculations 
on the source and nature of kingly government 
were very commonly pursued durine tbe early 
years of James ; ana as he was at ali times bet- 
ter fitted for adìosting the members of a syllo- 

fism than for the more active duties of bis of* 
ce, he indulged bis imagination in theoretical 
despotism and abstract tyranny» in boUi sectiouf 
of Aia doxainions» 
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'fhe nixM moÓMTchf tbo, wlille h» diigiu^ tbo 
f ride óf the nobility, by a profuse and indiscrì^ 
ininate grant òf the privileges póBseised by their 
ovder, bullied the Commons, wboge power fa* 
^mig 80 little Me to resist, that the many trìumphe 
whieh they gained over hi0 necetfl^ties, gave them 
the fìlli Imowtedge of theìr weìght a&d impov|« 
lmoe)---4i knowledge which prored very fatai to 
hi» Bneoessor. Il would bave required more 
ability than Jamee poésetsed, to keep al bay the 
powerfÙ factioiiB whiéh threatened the peace of 
nis govemment, and to conceal from them the 
teal weakness of the crown ; but as bis reìgn 
was never agitated by war, the patriota, who 
watched for an opportunity to check his preten- 
aions, saw bis days come to an ^nd witbont any 
diminution of his darling prerogative. 

Charles the First, ìt must now be seen, en- 
tered upon power at a very inauspicious moment. 
He inherited from his iither a set of notions 
very unfit for a limìted monarchy ; and it un- 
fortunately happened, that the lessons bestowed 
upon him in the closet were illustrated and con- 
firmed by the recent history of the country 
which he was called upon to govem. The ti* 
sìng spirit of liberty had gained much strengih 
since the days of Henry, and had thrown off 
many of the incumbrances which impeded its 
progress in the four subsequent reigns, There 
was no longer any foreign enemy to dread ; the 
principles of the Reformation were now fuUy es- 
tablished; and the more powerfìil parties at home 
had ceased to regard one another with that ran« 
corous ^ealousy which marked the first steps of 
their dissension. The great body of the com- 
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mong, toò, were desiroas to revive the originai 
principles of the constitution, and thereby to 
place persona] liberty and property on a more 
secare fòundation than they had enjoyed from 
the death of Richard the Tliird. 

It was, therèfbre, tacitly resolred to extort 
from the young King a relin^uishment of the 
more offcmsive parts of the prerogative, in re- 
turn for the supplies of money, which they khew 
Ile wonld soon be compelled to solicit. !Nor waa 
their expectation on this head either ill-found- 
ed, or long delayed. The war in which he waa 
engaged against Spain, threw him immediately 
upon the resources of Parliament ; the leaden 
of which, having concerted their pian of opera- 
tions, made known, by the most unambiguoua 
proceedings, their firm determination to restrict 
the power of the Executive within much narrower 
limìts than had been assnmed by the family of 
Henry the Seventh. Thè tables of both House» 
were accordìngly loaded with complaints, peti- 
tiont, and remonstrances. Conunittees were 
appointed to enquire into the manifold grìe« 
vances which were poured in from ali parta of 
the kingdom; and when Charles asked gubsìdies, 
the Commons answered bis request by insinua* 
tions against his miuisters, orby repeating in bis 
ears the murmurs and suspicions of the people. 
In fact, as soon as the personal ìncome of the 
sovereign ceased to be equa! to his wants in timo 
of war, and he was thereby obltged to apply to his 
people for aid, the principles of freedom deri- 
ved support from the negative power of the po« 
pular represeutation. iThé princes of tiie Tudor 
race were supported, in a great.mefumrei by the 

VOL. u Q 3 
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prqperty of the plundered monasteiiofl, and by 
the sale of orown lands, Elisabeth repeated* 
ly availed herself of the latter expedìent ; and 
James» who in this as in other thinga» followed 
only the worst part of the example with whidi 
Aat poUtio Queen iapplied him, exhanated al* 
inost entìrely this temporary soimse of rerenné, 
snd left bis son to the good-wiU of his sidqeeta» 
|f or ìA it at ali improbable, as has been suggest- 
0d by sev0ral bistorians, ihal the prospect of 
rendering Charles dependenl npon Pàruament 
for snppliefly led the popnlar raembers to engagé 
Um in the Spanisb war at the rery commence* 
mentof hisreign* 

It was not to be e3q>eoted that he coold long 
renudn <hi good tenni widi the members of aPar^ 
liament who met only to strip him of his power, 
sknd to tantaliae him with hopes whi<m they 
meant not to gratify. Impelled by resentment 
and bad oonnsellors, he dissolred them again 
and again befbre they had timo to enter npon 
public business» and sent them back to their 
oonstitaents, whose disaatisfaotion was not less 
tfaan their own» to form new plans for acoom- 
plishing their object. The wants of his goyem- 
ment drove him to expedients» whioh, whongh 
not direotly contrarv either to the law or usages 
0f the nation» had always been deemed in some 
degree arbitrary and oppressive. Resistance in 
some cases, and discontent in most, soon con- 
ìdnoed him that it was iropossible to condnct the 
affairs of the kingdom withont the aid and con- 
ourrence of the legislature; for whioh reason, in 
the third year or his reign» he oonvoked the 
Ptaliaoi^ in i^hMi Cfomwell nade his first 
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I as one of the memberg for Hanting- 
]on» In that session the famous Petition of 
Right passed into a law» by meaas of which the 
fonndations of Enfflish freedoin were again laid 
and amply securea ; and could eaeh party bave 
rarased a finn oonfidence in the sinoerity of the 
odDer^ihii trìamph) gained bvtbecaoseof liberty^ 
weuld haye prevented ali the calamities^ of the 
ciTÌl war* Bnt the King, who made lliis great 
concession with rélactance, did net, it was ak 
kgedy reipeet die principles whieh were thereby 
estabUsked a» the mles of bis future condnct» 
The Commonsy net wìthout reason, complaìned 
of bis erasions and delay in the ratification of 
the statuto» and fbund no difficnlty in indudng 
the natìon te belieye that he womd prove stuì 
more Mtbless in obsenring its provisions. Dia* 
guated witih eaoh other, hu Majestv prorogued 
Parliament, and animmoned it affain m the conrse 
t>f a few monthfl ; wben fincung the popular 
members stili obatlnate and intractable^ he final* 
ìy dissolved their assembly in 1629"; resolrku^ 
te trust for sirojpliea of money to those unconstU 
tutional expedients, as they were now consider- 
ed, which tlie practice of former sovereigns had 
plaeed within the lìmits of the prerogative* 

Eleven years passed» during which Charles 
govemed withQut the advice of the greàt nation- 
al counciL At lengthy in the beginning of 1640^ 
he found it necessary to assemblo both Houses^ 
to crave their assistance in regard to the affaìrg 
of Scollando and to enable him to raise an anujy 
for the defence of the bprders. But, at this 
periody the King perceived that the pretensions 
which he had endeavoured to check, had in the 
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interrai gained great additional strength» and 
tha|; no peciuiiary adyances could be procuredy 
except at tbe e2q)ense of bis rovai power. In a 
fit of impatience, be put an end to tbeir sittingy 
and tbereby avowedly plaiced at issue tbe pre- 
rogative óf bis crown, and tbe privileges of bis 
Parliament. His best friends regretted tbìs 
hasty step ; for tbe majority of tbe members, al- 
tbougb ardent in tbe cause of liberty, bad. not 
yet. allowed tbemselves to entertain tbe idea of 
degiuding tbe monarcby in tbe person of tbeir 
sovereign, or of destroying tbe bala-nce of tbe 
constitution by an undue extension of democra- 
tica! infloence. . Tbe necessities of bis situation, 
howeyer, compelled bim, in tbe course of tbe 
same year, to summon again tbe representatives 
of tbe people ; and, accordingly, on tbe tbird 
day of November, be assembled tbat celebrated 
1>ody of men, wbose proceedings, wise and tem- 
perate at first, were ultimately so mucb impel- 
led by popular yiolence as to defeat tbe very 
object for . wbicb tbey bad laboured, and to place 
under tbe feet of a milìtary despotism, the li- 
berties and fortunes of tbeir fellow-subjects. 

Tbe more special causes wbicb diverted tbe 
afféctions of tbe great body of tbe people ifrom 
Charles, and tbereby accelerated tbe civil war, 
were : — 

1. His marriage witb a daughter of France, 
wbo, being a Roman Catbolic, and baving great 
infiuence over tbe mind of ber busband, ex- 
posed bim to tbe calumny of being inclined at 
neart to tbe Popisb snperstition, ìft was one of 
tbe precepts inculcatea by James, in bis ^< Basi- 
licon Doron/' tbat tbe King of England sbotdd 
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niairy a prìncess of the same religion with him* 
self; by which means, many fears would be al* 
layed, and many disputes avoìded. '^Discre'* 
pancy in points of fatm,'' said he, ** produces dis^ 
crepancy in ali other matters ; and tbe di8sen« 
sions or yonr dirines will create discord amon^ 
tbe people, following tbe example derìred front 
yonrselTes.*** Tbe train of priests and otber 
spirìtnal dependants wbom Henrìetta Maria 
brougbt with ber to tbe cotcrt of ber fausband^ 
grnre gréat offence to the jmblic ; and bence wé 
nnd the faithftd Nicholas, in the vear 1641, ad- 
dressinghis royal master in the fouowì&gtermg: 
* And lor a feurther assnrance of yonr Mi^ esty'a 
Integrity in tbis areformation, I bumbly offer i^ 
to yonr Majesty's consideration, whetber it may 
not be necessary before the nèxt meeting or 
Parliament) to send away ali the Ci^ncbins, 
and dissolve their cloyster; for if yonr Majesty 
do ìt not yonrself, I am misinformed if the Par- 
liament MI not npon them when they cornei 
again to|[ether ; aaa it would be mach more for 
your Miyesty's hononr» and more acceptable to 
yonr peonie, and^ it may bei safer for tiie Capu- 
chinsy if in that particular your Majesty pre- 
vented the Parl]ament.'*f 

2. The ne w views entertained of religion by the 
more xealous ProtestantSy contributed not a Ut* 
tle to bring Charles into diifficnltiesy and to place 
■him in opposition to the wishes of a laige body 

* ]>l«efepRin rellgio dkerepuntes wmpcr mores seeiim 
iMndudt ; et disMiitlo veatrorum tlieologonim disoordinnt 
HiSBi in foffnk^ gignitp dna a yoUs ipot cxwipltim so-' 
nutnu P. 83. 

f £velyii| voi. v. p. 39. 
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of bis people. It flows from the rery natiire otf 
man, that when he ha» made a cbange in hi« 
maxims or princìples, he should withdraw a» far 
as possible from his former opinions, and cren 
entertain a dislike for every thing which aaso- 
ciateg with them in his recollections. In ra- 
cultivated minds this aversion acqnires doable 
«trengtb, because an ignorant person does not 
make the proper distinction between the thìi»» 
which are essential, and those which are only 
Bubsidiary or concomitant. Hence, we find that 
the progress of the Reformation, in both divi- 
gions of the Island, was attended with expres- 
sions of popular disgust and indignation again^ 
the old commimion, which, when examined, witt 
appear to bave arisen, not so much from any 
perception of erroneous doctrine on the part of 
the Catholic divines, as from a certain horror of 
rich vestments, painted Windows, and unneoes- 
sary genuflexions. Now, as some of the ancieid; 
ceremonies were retained in thereformedChurch 
of England, as being not only decent and beco* 
ming, but also usefdl for directing the devotions 
òf the congregation, the less instructed and the 
less liberal portìon of the commimity thought 
thémselvesjustifiedinexcitingsuspicionsagainst 
the purity of the new religion, and in denoun- 
cing as Popish every usage which was nót en- 
timy novel. The Puritans, both in England 
and Scotland, withdrew their aUegiance from 
the govemment, because the King would not 
redace the church to their model ; and, at lengtb) 
the spirit of enthnsiasm diffased itself to snob 
an extent among ali classes, as to disappoint the 
prdinary riews of hnman prudencet «nd to dw- 
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ttmh tke mpentàm of erery motire which nmiallv 
ìi^tteDces maiikind* Nor was the seal of Land, 
the intc^ty of whose intentions nooe will have 
the boldbesg to quettion, weU calculated to meet 
the dreedM emergency in which his duty called 
upon him to act. Succeeding a primate snch as \ 
Abboty who wanted either coiirage or principle ' 
to <^po8e the extrava^fancies of the multitude, 
it was indeed next to impossible that he shonld 
at once restore the church and obtain popidar- 
ity. Bttt bis condact was so injadicious or so 
nnfortnnate, that he sacrificed both : he hasten- 
ed the downfall of the establishment, increased 
the embarrassments of the monarch, and finally. 
paid the penalty of bis nnseasonable ardour on 
a bloody scaffold. It was, in tnith, the miser- 
aUe fortune of Charles the First to suffer most 
from the hands of bis friends ; to see the best 
prìnciples produce the worst results ; and to de* 
rire from the devoted attachment of bis adhe- 
rents nothing but disappointment, perplexity, 
andgrief, 

3. The proximate cause of the troubles which 
embittered the latter part of this monarch's 
reign, was bis conduct towards the people of 
Scodaad. He incensed the nobility, by recall- 
ing the erants of ecclesiastical property, whereby 
many of them were enriched ; he placed offices 
of trust in the hands of the clergy, whom they 
envied or despised ; and he attempted an alter»- 
tion in the ritual of the church, wìthout haTÌng 
aacertained the sentiments of the officiating mi- 
nisters. But bis policy was stili more erronéous, 
when he attempted to step back from the posi- 
tion which he found he coidd no longer occupy 
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with iafety ; for Ee Iken foegm to aoi&t hid tnéil^ 
invetenite enemies, whom it was impossible fbr 
him to gain, and to laTiah tttles opon olliers» 
who had neitlier patrìotisn nor gratitade. He 
confided in men, too, who «tadi€^ their owìi ht^ 
terestB and aegleeted those of thelr maaler t oi" 
who, at leaat, wera alwaya more ready to graU 
tiiy private revmge than to promote the eanse 
of the pnhlic Tke Doke of Hamiltoii, there 
in Ittdo doubt, betrayed, throngh werimess or 
disa^RBetioa, the cause of the crown in Scotland ; 
while the other aoblemen, desirovs to retai» 
dieir ahare of the eodemastieal plnnder, thwart- 
ed in aecret the mott important of the measnreg 
whiohyin the eye of the world, they pretended to 
support» Charles coaeeded evary thing to hi9 
northem snhjeots, and was pleased to hear him- 
s^deBcrifoed as a *<eontented king among a 
contented people ;*' bat he had scarcely crossed 
t^e TV«ed on hia return to the capital, when an 
army of Scots entered England, charóed vnth 
an endlesB catalogne of complaìnts and demanda. 
It is said that Lorà BaTÌllefor^ed a letter^ pnr- 
porting tl»t the Bnglish were desirous of a vìsit 
from their SoottÌGà brethren ; assuiing them, at 
the game time, that the greatest part of the no- 
bility and gentry woidd join them in soliciting 
a free Parliament.* Be this as it may, we bare 
high anthorìty for asserting, that, notwithstand- 
ing the genend change in the temper and man- 
ners of the times, as the Eìnglish are a people net 
eaaily ronsed to action, it was a doubtiy qtieB- 

* Wéllwood^fl Memdriy p, BO.— Slr Edward W^er. 
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tioo» wbeAer théy wduld have broken so sud- 
denly tlie ^< twofald cord of the law and gospel," 
if Cliarks had not quarrelled with the populai^ 
partjr in hìs native country. But thici oversiffht 
or nùsfprtune, on the part of the King, a&ided 
an opportunity of realizing those schemes of go« 
Temment which had long occupied their atten- 
tion, and of organizing a phm of re volt, shonld 
their proposalft be rejected.* 
. The treaty of Rippon, in which his Majesty 
was asflisted by his great council of peem, prò- 
claimed to ali the world that the dispute be- 
tween the royal prerogative and the spirit of : 
lib.erty9 must be finally decided by force of 
arms. The parUamentary leaders» who watch- 
ed and fomented the disaffection which prevail- 
ed in the north, strengthelied their interests in 
ali quartersy and made secret preparations for 
the struggle which they could not fail to anti« 
cipate. Professing great apprehensions that 
Cuarles meant to delude them, they refused idi. 
tenns of accommodation, but such as they knew 
he could not accept; while he, on the other 
band, having denuded himself of some of the 
principal attributes of sovereigupower, and see- 
ing no endto the i^gressions of the Parliament, 
thought it wiser to prefer the fortune of war, 
than merely to retain the name of King, with- 
out either its dignity or command. After much 
fruitless negotiation, his Majesty left London, 
where his presence was no longer respected by 
the favourers of the new system» and finally 

* Mwdunoot Ne^ham» 
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ereetedhb standard at NoUingluliii^ ont&e 2Sth 
day of August, in the year 1642. 

I shall conclude thig chapter with an aocowit 
of the memorahle Parliament whidi wa^fed war 
vìth thus unfortanate monareh, as given by 
Clarendon and Milton, two eontemponiry wri« 
tersy who pogsessed the beat means of informa* 
tion. ** In the House of Commons,'* says the for- 
mer/< weremanypersonnof wisdom andgravity, 
whoyheing possessed of great and plenttfnl for-, 
tones, though they were undeToted enoi^h to 
làe court» obA ali imaginable duty for the King, 
and affection for thegoyemment established by 
law or ancient custom ; and without doubt the 
major part of that body c(m8Ì8ted of men who 
had no mind to break the peace of the kingdom^ 
or to make any congiderable alteratìon in the 
goremment of church and state ; and Iherefore 
ali inventions were set on foot from the begin- 
ning to work on them, and corrupt them, by 
suggestions of die dauagers which threatened ali 
that was precious to the gnbject in thdur liberty 
and their property, by OTerthrowing or over* 
mastering the law and subjecting it to an arbi- 
trary pOwer, and by countenancing Popery to 
the fluWersion of the Protestant religion ; and 
thenby infusingterrìbleapprehengions iato aome^ 
and so working upon their fears of being called 
in questiott for somewhat they had done, by 
which they would stand in need of their proteo* 
tìon; and raising the hopes of others, that by 
ooncnrring with them, they shonld he sure to ob^ 
tain offices and honours, and every kind of pre- 
fennent. Though there were ioo many cor- 
rupted and misled by these severtd temptations, 
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and otkeni ^o-needed no other teiiiptetion Ihan 
firom the fieroeneis of their own n^lnres, and the 
malioe they had oontnieted- agamsrt the church 
' and agarnst the oonrt; yet the nnmber waa not 
Tfiry great of those in whom the gOTernment of 
the rest wnM yetted, nor were diere many who 
had die absolate anthority to lead, thoagh there 
wat a mtdtitade difpoied to follow.*'* 

Miltott's pictore te not f o llatterìng ; bnt to ao« 
0Oimt for the differenoe, let it he remembered> 
Hiat die ddineation applieci to two dlstinct pe- 
riodi* ** The peoploi with great oonn^, and 
expeetation to he eased of what diseontented 
them, diose to their behoof a Parliament such as 
they thonght becit affected to the public good, 
and some indeed men of wisdom and integrity ; 
die rest whom wealth or ampie possessions, or 
bold and acdve ambitlon, rather than meriti had 
commended to the game plaoe. Bnt when the 
anpèrficial seal and popuLar ftimes that acted 
their new magistracy were oooled and spent ià 
them, gtrait erery one betook himaelf to do ai 
faii own profit or ambition led him. Then wai 
juidce deiayed, and soon after denied ; spite and 
fevonr determined ali; hence fhction; thence 
treachery both at home and in the field : eyery 
where wrong and oppressìon « foni and horrid 
deeds commltted dauy, or maintained in secret 
or in open. Some who had been calledfrom 
shops and warehouses, withont other merit, to 
liit in supreme councils and committees,(a8 their 
breeding was,) fell to huckster the common- 

• Clarea4on*8 History of the RebcUioD; T<d. I. p. 164. 
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wedtlt. Olhera did Aéreafter as mai oondd 
soothe aiidihiiiitQiir theiii best ; so he idio wottld 
^ye most» or under covert of hypoeritictl àseal 
iiisii|iiil|;e basest» enjoyed iinweitidly the re- 
wards of learning and fidèlity ; or escaped tèe 
panishment of his ertmes and misdeeds. Their 
y<H;e« and ordinances, which men iooked shoidd 
have Gontdbied the rqpealing of bad ìaswn snd 
the immediate eonstitutioii of better, reaoimded 
urith nothing eh» but aev inmositìon^ taxeg, 
exciset; yearly, monthlvy weeloy ; not to reek- 
on the offioes, gifts, and prrferments bestowed 
and ahared among themaelTefi. And ifthto state 
were in this pli^t, rdigion was not in nmdi 
batter ; to reform which a eertain nnmber of 
diyines were caUed, n^tfaer diosmi by any mie 
or eiistom eedesiasticaly nor eminent for theIr 
pi^y or knowledge above otherg left out» only 
as each member of Parliament, in bis prirate 
fancy thonght fit, so eleoied one by one. The 
uost part of tkem were such as faiad preached 
and cried down, with great show of z^, the 
avance and plnralities of bishops and prelates ; 
that one cnre of souls was a full empioyment for 
one spiritual pastor, how able soever, if not a 
duurge rather above human strength. Yet these 
Gonsctentious men (ere any part of the work was 
dono for which they carne together, and thact on 
the public salary) wanted not boldness, to llie 
ignominy and scandal of their parson-lìke pro- 
fessione and espedally of their boasted refoima- 
tion, to seize into their hands, or not unwilling- 
ly to accept (besides one, sometimes two or more 
of the best livings) collegiate masterships in the 



Qmrenoties, neh lectures in the <ntv, setting sail 
to ali wiudfl that might blow gain into their co* 
Tetoiifl bosoms."* 

Afl to Cromwell» with whom we are more }ai« 

mediately concemed, it is now extremely dHfll- 

€ult to ascertain what were the precise views 

with which he .entered into paUic life. Bnt it 

}s manifest that his condnot at that period was 

marked wiih a deep impression of gloom and 

JEagtIeiflQaw» md aiioYe ali, hy a raddw dii- 

liffiBctiion towardci eyery penMm who moved in a 

sphere higher than hU own, or who adopted 

nieanires which had not recei^ed hli «iproba^ 

tion. When admitted into Parliament, he kept 

bis eyes constantly fixed on subjectft of eom- 

plaint and matters of grievance ; and withont 

naring devised any particnlar scheme of reform 

in church or state, he made no scrople to con- 

demn ali who had the nu&nagement of politicai 

and ecclesiastical affairs. When asked on one 

occasion to express bis sentiments on these 

ìmportant points, and to dedare openly what 

changes he might deem expedient, he repUed— 

** I can teli what I wonld noi baTe, thongh I 

cannot teli what I wouìd bave." There is rea- 

pon to apprehend that tbis description would 

baye applied to more than balf the members of 

iho Lpwer House. 

• MUton's Prose WorH YoL i, p. ISO, and Note C. et 
the end of tbis Yoluine. 
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CmprOimS^U^ IneidefiiiwhMcmMfTBéifrom 
ber 164M), uwtU Oe newmùdMmg^AeArm^i 

Althotoh tlie i^bfllties of OromweU were 
fletter suited to the aotìre dnties of thd fidd 
than to tìie deìiberations <tf a le^fllatiye body» 
the figure wbich he iliade in Parliament prìof 
to the eommenoement of the dyil war, entitles 
him to a place among tfaose patrìots, whose ex-: 
ertions imposed pennanent and constitutional 
limits npon the royal prerogative. The seal 
which he had already manifested in the canse of 
religion, recommended him ns a member of se- 
reral committeei, appointed from timo to timé 
by the House to enqnìre into the state of thd 
chnrch, and to derise means for ita fìuther re- 
formatioiu He forthwìth found himself among 
men not less indined than he was to inour aU 
the perìls of innoration, on the chance that some 
adrantages miffht accrue to the public, or to 
their individuai interests. The unfortunate dis- 
solution in the preceding Aprii had infbsed 
into their minds a deep sentiment of indigna- 
ti^mi «ospicioDi aad «wm ; wd diey net in 



Nòfomber) retohrei not io separate mitil they 
Ittd deprived the King both of the means and 
the power to resist or to punish thetr encroach- 
menta. << There was peroeived," Lord Claren- 
don remmrki» ** a manrellons elated countenance 
m many of the meinbers of Parlìament before 
Ussy met together in the house ; the sanie men 
whoy six monthg before, were observed to be of 
yery moderate tempera, and to wish that gentle 
rmedies might be a{yplied/talked now in vao* 
ibet dialect, Dotìi of things aad persons. They 
nsed mneh sharp diseonrse, and said fhat they 
mmt net only sweep llie honse clean below, but 
also poli down eli the oobwebs which hnng in 
ihetope and comers, that thesemight net breed 
4imC, and so nàke a foulhonse hereofter ; that 
they had now an opportnnitr to make tfaeir 
eonntry happy, by remoring ali grierances, and 
pidling np the caiues of tiiem by lAie roots, if 
ali men wonld do theìr duties." 

Among the Mends of refbrm were serera! 
àiatingnlshed persons, sneh as Clarendon, Falk- 
land, and Holus, who had no wish to d^pradé 
tìie erowB, nor eyen to dfanmish its anthority 
ftarlher than the secnrity of a just and rationsd 
freedom absointely reqnired, Bnt the time was 
now past when such concessions as formerly 
woald hare satisfied even the most ardent ad- 
TtMsale for popnlar rights, conld be receired as 
the basta of an agreement between the sovereipt 
and his people. It was resolred to deprivo hnn 
of Uie oommand of the nulitary and nsval f orces 
of the kingdom, to deny him the priTQege of 
appmntmg the great officers of state, to restrìct 
hss power in graatìngtìtles and conferring p«r- 
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dona ; ftnd, in a word^ to redUoe the prerbgftthre 
to a mere souiid, and the fnnctions of royaity to 
an «npty pageant. << Sh^uld I grant these de- 
mands," naid Charles» ia reply to theproposì- 
tìens wfaich were submitted to hisii *^ I may he 
waited on boreheaded ; I may have my band 
kissed ; the title of Majesty may he continned 
to me ; and the King's aìttkarify sign^ied byjhtik 
Shttèeiy may stili he the style of yomr coinmaiids ; 
I may have swords and maces carrìed before 
me, and please myself with the sight of a crown 
and soeptre» (thongh even these twìgs woukt net 
long flourì^ when the stoek upon wlóch they 
grew was dead,) but as to true and real powa*, 
I donld remain bnt the outside, but tke pictare, 
but the sign of a king. His towns/' he addedr 
<< were taken from him, his ships, his army, his 
money ; and nothing/' he observed, « remained 
to him bnt a good cause, and the hearts of lùs 
ioyal subjeets; which, with God's blessing, he 
donhted not would recover ali the rest." 

These severe measures which were proseeoted 
with so much resolution by the popular party, 
alienated from them many members of the Lower 
House, who were, npon the whole, friendly to 
the cause of national freedom. The trial and 
execution of Strafibrd, indicated by no uu^n- 
big^ous tokens the fierce spirit which animated 
theirconnsels ; and createdfears among the more 
reflecting part of the community as to the uUe- 
rior designs of a body of men, who seemed more 
desirous to punish past delinqnendes than to 
previde i^ainst future attacks on the constitn- 
tion. The debates excited by the discussiou 4>n 
the Remonstranee^ showed clearly that Parila- 



iMttt HM ab«MÌ7 nmdk diirickd on t&e enedf- 
«ney «f depvMsiiig the cnnm to<« lower leTri» 
«ndef nùniig any kigker apow<w ksfl oapal^e 
«f «enttoly luid whoM ppetenriioii» weie «lill 
more iikely to dftgturib tlM «BlaMkhed prìneìi^ 
mi ^ymmiomik Tbk ttm^Mm 4eed weerded 
i^ninst the King ali the «popniar Mfts 4Df hifl 
t ro p s and ouutted ne topb whkh eoald eiect 
tke p—iop i fNT pMJvrfme <if the people t Mid 
WRoh «a opintoii had his eneatiìes of thm owh 
«tnngtl^ that they enteitained the hope of «ee- 
«g It pem wMmit aay oj^pesitioiu Cremwel], 
whe teck «▼ery «ctive part in reoemmeiidiiiff it 
to the Home, remafked te hovà FWkkiid tiiat 
the debmie wéfiild he biit a sorry ene. Bat in 
tìsM expeotatten he wae ^ery nm^ deeeired ; fer 
this diecnssien, the la0t whieh was restdately 
HudMaiaed by theroyal adherentB in the Heme 
<€ Cemaons, ooKtkraed frem mi early hour in 
4heinonini|^ nn^aftermidnight, when theme»- 
«ope "vnm eanied hy a amali im^rìty of niiie or 
«leve» voioes. 7%ei»endben then fell nato snch 
a tnmtdiaoiifi dìspute upon a proposition te priat 
Ae Remenstfaiioe, Ihat tiiey were wifàdifioaity 
«eparetedthreehonnafterwards. <<Whenthey 
^roted it^^sayv 8ir Philip Warwiek, « I ^oaght 
tre had di sat hi the TaQey ef the thadear of 
ideala; iér we, fike Joah aad Abaer's yeangaieny 
had «atehed at each ether's locks, and •healàed 
^9ar «wefda in «adi o^ei^e bewehy had net the 
aagaeity and great ealinness ef Mr Hampdea by 
a i^ort Bpeedbi prerented it^ and led as to defer 
cnrangry debate an^ tiyenextmotmDr." In lea- 
irteg the floaae^Lord Paffitoidaaked CrcmmMy 
^tvh0(h«llw#k«dfW«ben«4MMe? T«wUdi 
u2 



and wtóspered him in the ear, witìi some aaw»* 
veratton» tltet if tke Remoiifctniiioe had bèea »• 
jecied, he would next day have aoldall th«t h» 
Jiàd,and aever haveteen fitighiAd more ; addiogv 
that he knew there were tìiairy otìier honest meai 

ef the Bame resolulion. . « ^ 

The violfiBce which already appoared in *h« 
lower branch of the legislatiire, was coniuderaUf 
inflamed by the practk» wbich now ^>e9an to 
prevali» of presenting petitions to the House of 
Commons. Quch addresses were copiously pomv 
ed in irom counties, citiea, towns, and parubes^ 
The varioas trade» and corporation« ibUowed 
the same eacample. One by the porterà pr<^eaih 
ed to be signed by fifteen thousand individuals, 
ali resolved to " live and die in defence of rthft 
privileges of Parliament." The apprentices of 
London likewise presented a eimilar offering &£ 
their piitriotism ; and the beggars jcMned them 
in firm resohitions, laid on the table of either 
House, to protect the interests of property and 
of personal freedom. The women, too, wera 
seized with the same rage, and appeared in thoa- 
«ands at the doors of JParliament, loaded with 
petitions for instant reform, in every doparti 
ment of the civil and ecclesiastical administra- 
tion. The multitude, in faci, were trained to 
intimidate the friends of the King, and even to 
sng^est to the legislature such steps as the po- 
puhir leaders wished to see adopted* The po- 
tìtion of a very low class of persons demanded 
that justioe migbt be execnted upon offenderà» 
aocording to the amount of their crimes, and 
added» tbat <*if vuch rem^^iw were w9 fopg^r 
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ÉlwpMdèd, Vnf. akndd be fmiotà ti» «uMBuim 
B«l &tiQ be iiamed." The fatgftan, mor^Ter, 
alreaily meatkmod, who stoted ttuU Ibey ropr»- 
wntodthauwnds of their brethren, proposeo» as 
«1 antìdote for the public distreag, that << Ùme 
«oble wortluea of the House of Peera who oon- 
eHr with thehappyvoteg of the Gommonsyshould 
«Inarate themaelves from tbe rett» and sit and 
Tote aa one eatire body." . The fesaale p^ition- 
ors» eapeeiaUy» were encouraged in their tumuUu* ' 
ary pfoeeedioffs ; thanked by a deputation of the 
meoibers for Ui^ seasiMiabiB seal; and solicited 
io offier up pravers to God for. the success of tbe 
«leasorea Wmch had thos obtalned their appnn 
batioou 

V The war of the pen in ali the lam towns pre- 
^ed the war of the sword» The adherents 
of the Parliament distrìbuted everywhere the 
most violent addresses; insinuating against the 
King very dangerous designa, and alarming the 
peome with the increase of Popery, and the ar« 
rivai of foreign troops. His Majesty, on the 
otber band, endeavoiured to soothe the appre- 
hensions of the public» by assurances that he 
had no intention to invade their rights, or to 
resort again to unconstitutional measures. even 
for the supply of his most urgent wants. But 
the representations of his enemies were more 
readily received, and more extensively circula- 
ted among the lower orders ; the majority of 
whom were already prepared to join the stand- 
ard of the Commonsy whenever it should bé dis* 
played» 

It is admitted» at the same time, eyen by the 
lOQft aealova of the repidt^can party, that 
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ib^w^kmà A» tvMe nttfiMi, ike liigfar Me 
beller nibriMil «bsMB were wmm U^A& hk 
hu npc i' a ite yilty wiégii the FwttM nwiatty teié*^ 
ét««t«kMlfmodAMgtepropert»«idbpl* H» 
]rà^<mi WM llm <U vìded teto tw» «p«tt be4i^ 

àfk» of Hr^edMKi^ <«• Do %1»b iniliiraits of w>» 
iHmshy* TIMI «iigiiiofllMft<bnMr lem ktl»M 
exdbimNl by Mure fi«lehin(Mii, tft k«r iftenMiifv^ 
ef h«r fimfcaoidt « WkM pvftoHkm fpmr ba»^ 
a fecttofi, ma Hike sealols ilititii^Mied tli«ii* 
selTe», bollì ««ft and women, bf «ereWfcl aife»- 
«MioiM af haMl, ìmkÈ^ md wiMPds^ wMèh, kad H 
been a real declension of vanity, and embfwsii^ 
of «obrìely fu «11 lIuMse Hitiigs, bnd been Mflost 
cóittBiefidi^ in Ann $ bed theiv quksk Ibna* 
kii^ tif tliose %hfli|fi^ ^wnHi tney were wkferci' 
tbey ^^rwdd be^ fiiowed ^dbat llwey eitk^ Ttff^^ 
look ikein tj^ for coiiw4ence^ <nr 'weffc vofrupUsd 
by Ikinr pitNiuerity to trite vp tìmse ^ìa Httnjp 
windi lliey dinnsl net ptiu^SD tindesr pesreecti* 
lioii, Amonn* Dllieir wreded nrinlS) few t)f tneì 
Pnrìtans, ittnil degvee woerer Ikey irere elj 
WT>pe tàtrfr kair long' encnigk to tooter Ikeir eaw, 
axid the nhtislefs and nany olkc^H col it diose 
fonnd ifieìr beads, with «o many lìtde peak», as 
wa&i somèthim ndieulotis to bekold ; wnerenpon 
Ckreland in nis Hoe and dry after lliem l>e« 
gii*,-. 

^ From ibis eustom of wearìng their kaiiv 
that aame of HonnAtead became die aeomfìil 
loniigiirtAlo^K^trfaalo PttriìaiiKèiitparty> wfaoBt 



OLIVER CB0JltW£LL« 105 

Bxkryincbed mardwd osi. so» Imt ai iftbejr hàd 
been sent oat o&ly tìll thcir bair ìfat grown ; 
two or tbree y«an after, any straniper that had 
«eén them would Iiave enqnired the roason of that 
naine. The godly party of Uiose days» when 
ke (Mr Hutchinson) joiaed their party, would 
not allow hiixr to he religions, beotnue his hair 
waa net in their cut, nor his, words in their 
phrase, nor. sudi little formalities altogether fit- 
ted to their humour, who.were many of them 
eo weak as to esteem mcsn rather for sueh inùgr 
nificant circnmstanees, than for solid pi^» wis- 
dom, and oourage/' 

But it must not he concealed thajt, awoeìated 
with the extravagance and affectation whksh d^ 
formed a largo portion of £i^lÌ8h society, there 
waa much. sound principio, ^rtue, and patriot- 
ism. On both sides we see many thinffs worthy 
of admiration. On the one hand, a brave and 
ìntelligeiit people are abont to take the field in 
the cause of liberty, upon which the reoeilt prac» 
tice of the govemment had unquestionably nade 
some serlous encroachments ; and, on the other, 
agenerous nobìlity^supported by ike great body 
of the minor barons of the kingdoro, present 
themselves in the attitude of defeading their 
severe^ affainst the fury of democratica! am<- 
bijlion, wluch threatened to tread the crowa and 
sceptre in the dust. If on either part there was 
an error, it arose from (he undue intensity of a 
laudable motivo. As in the physical constitu- 
tìon of the atmosphere, the pnnciples which 
compose the invisible fluid which ministers to 
lìfe may, by a slight excess of one of the ingre- 
.dieats^ be eoiiveir^ into a most virulentpoison ; 
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IO in tke iMpw of A» Brifidt pé^at ikal; 
inmoitaH vmuh ^ iafaum cf in intenpeiiite 
Mia for AMittai» of inteimr eomeqnoMe, prae^ 
pitaied tbe nott TÌTtooos aitifMi m Europe imo 

It fe floiMwrhaft ranatliaUa, tkii OUrer Chm^ 
w«iU «eems to iMTé keen tìie &«( who iMk 8tMM 
to prepara Ibr aetiial ho0tiMlÌM* Btriy in «he 
yiNir 16M, he tent dewn nnns to hÌ8 native 
eottnty, and ieiied làe roynl magnane in lèe 
cMde ef OMnbridge» Shordy sfterwardiy vfmk 
heariw thal the n^^tenity nenit te fimraid 
their^ale to the king, he mede hasle to intera 
«ept it, et the head ef a hody of horiemen whom 
he indoeed'to piece thenMelveB nnder his oom- 
naad. Doafats ìmtfB indeed bem exprenrad ae 
io his iuoooM on tiiia ecearion* la a traet de» 
nonlittted the Qmtda CkmiàkHgienmg, it istaid 
Ihat << Meater Craiiwell, bnrgess for Ae town ef 
Chnabridge, end ihen newly tomed a man ef 
wnr, wea seni down, «a himadf eonfeased, by hia 
maatera abeve» «I làe invitation of hia maatera 
èelowy to gadMar what strengtà lie eonld, and 
atop ali paaaagea tìiat no piate night be aeat; 
but hia deaigna iieìngfniatnledyandhiachanio- 
ter aa an actite sabtile man diereby aomewhat 
aheken, he halh eTW ainee bent himaelf to Work 
whnt retenge andmiadiief he coold againat na. 
In pnranit wiinreof, before that month waa ei^ 
redy down he cornea agùa in a tenìble manner 
with what forcea he oonld draw together, and 
enrrounda direrae eplleges wliile we were alt 
enr derotìon in oor aererai diapeb, taking a way 
priaonera aevend doctora ef divinitTy benda et 
«oliegea; wd ttese he earriea iridi him to Iion^ 
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nab of llie House c^ CommoDB, dated 1^ 
Angrost, 1M9, statìngr tkat a éonmittee wag ap« 
poiii|»fl to prepare <<aa order fertheindemniln^ 
of Mr Cremweti and Mr Wahoiiy and tboae thal 
Ilare or ahall assist ihem in ti^e stoppage of tiie 
^tetiiat ynm going from Oambri^ to Yorìc,*^ 
Jliit there ia am amoignilr^ eren in the tmrms of 
tiiis antbentia notice, whieh leatea the point wn 
detersiìiied ; probabijity» bowerer, Ioana to the 
omnìon of tbose wbo Inink tìii^ pair% at leaat, 
or the contribntion of Aemurersi^ wan aetoally 
sei«ed by tbisstnrdyjpsrtìtaii» and addedtothe 
treasnres of l^e Parliament. 

It woiild appearv too» that be bad snggested 
fihe expediency or training ^e inbubiti^ts to 
military exerc1seS| of assodatrag tihe eastern 
conntiés for mntaal tbfenoe, and of wati^ng 
with nnremltting vigSanoe tbe movemeiits <n 
tbe opposife party. 

Jn the journals jnst <][tioted, we ilnd it order« 
ed, that << Mr CromweU do moye the Lord^Lien» 
tenant for the county of Cambrì^, to grant 
bis depntation to some of the inhabit^ts of the 
town of Cambridge, to train and exercise the 
iiihabitants of that town.** 

There is some obscority, it must be owned, 
as to the date and the anthorìty of bis first com- 
missioni for he is found activehr employed in 
the service of the ParUament before tne armies 
on either side were snpplied with commanders. 
But no sooner was the royal standard erected^ 
than be proceeded under a regolar warrant to 
take a share in the fatigues and respondbiHty 
bf the approadiing wiir. H0 Yalsed ar teoop of 
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kone among^ lus £rifl|[id)9 in t|^ eouotry, ivhrn^^ 
he maj be ia|d .to haye^exercised a sprt.of inda^ 
pendetti ooinmwid for the seoority of the ad*, 
joining- dutrìotf* . HUi . popalarity and •uecesa 
flKMHL brought to him> great aceession of re-. 
«ruifeHiy so that his troep gmdually increased iato 
a regiment amoanting to a thousand men. 

SVoni the very fest» Cromwell displayed some 
of the beat qualities of a soldier aad comnoand- 
ing oi&oer. Th^ ipaterials^ indeed^ of hift regi* 
ment were exceUent, and wanted nothing to. 
render them invincibley but the discipline inbdch 
dieir colonel deli^hted to enforce* Whitlod^e 
informs us, that most of the men were free» 
hohiers and freeholders* sons, who upon matter 
of conscience engaged in this quarrà ; and be« 
ing thns well armed within by the satisfaction 
of their own consciences^ and without by good 
irpn arms, they would as one man stand fii'mly, 
and charge desperately. Héath mentions a fact, 
in whidi he is snpported by other writers, which 
shows that Cromwell did not consider that ali 
men who are actuated by good motives must 
necessarily prove heroes in the fieldi << Upon 
the first muster of his troop, havìng privily pla- 
ced twelve resolute féllows in an ambuscade, (it 
being near some of the king's garrisons,) upon 
a signal at the appointed timo the same ambush, 
with a trumpet soundìng, galloped f uriously to- 
wards the main body of their comrades, of whom 
sometwenty instantlyfled out of fear and dismay, 
and were glad the forfeiture was so cheap and 
easy.** Ashamed of their chQdish and disgrace- 
ful conduct, they had not confidence to ask to 
he allowed the hpooor of remaining in the corps. 
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<ir td hesMbite refligfiniig their horsM fa Aostf 
who shonld figbt tbe Lerd's batde in thcar stead* 
ffttos, in like mauner, bears tefttimony to tho: 
care «id abiiity wìlh whieh Gromwell pr^arad 
hit men fór the daties of the fidd, and wheveby 
he «anried them on to tb^t pitch of discipline 
irhich randei^d th^n the pmse ef tìà» whole^ 
ahììy, and tihe dread ef their ftes* Rb nàed ta 
loek after them daily, and obserred hoir Ihey 
£m1 and dl^etsed their* henes; and thatthey 
might be qnalified to endnre tèe hanishqpfl in* 
dldent to làe cavalry aenrioe, he aoenstomed 
them to ileep on the gronnd, or to flhare the 
game bed wìththe animabnponwhich they were 
monntòd* 

ESvery one kno^rs that in fflBn^ hi» ranks, he 
préferred those enthnsiastic srpints which were 
most snsceptible of deep religious impressions, 
and who, in taking the sword, imagmed that they 
had received a divine commission to draw it in 
tìie spedai cause of Heaven. Bnthis own account 
of his first steps aa a military man^ is more in- 
terestmg than any that has ì>een given by his 
biographers. '^ I was a person," says he, << that 
from my first employment was snddenly preferred 
and lifted up from lesser tmsts to greater, from 
my fi^t being a captaìn of a troop of borse, and 
I did labonr as weu as I conld to discharge my 
trust, and God blessed me as it pleased lum, and 
I did tmly and pl^Iy, and then, in a way of 
fbolìsh simplicity, (as it was judged by very great 
ànd wise men, and good men too,) desired to 
make use of my instruments to help me in this 
work ; and I will deal plaìnly with you^ I hadf 
a very*good friend thón, and he was a tery noMe 

vou I. t 
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pendii, 4iui I kttcHr hk memery was ▼ery'graUh 
fui to yòu ali, Mr Jobn Hampdea. At my fintft 
goiogr iiito thÌ8 engaff^onent, I «aw their meii 
wer^ beaten al every hand ; I did indeed, and 2 
d^ired him that he would make some additUn 
to mv Lord Escwx^s araiy of some regimeatef , 
and I told hun I woiild l^e senriceable to him m 
bringing man |n as I tl|ougfat had a «pìrìt tbal. 
woulddo something ia the work: thig ia very 
teue that J teU yeu» God knows that I jUe not 
y^^nr troop% Baia I, are most of them cid.deeay* 
«d aerviiig*iiien and tapstersi a^d . sac\ Jdnd of 
feHoFfi ; andj said I, their troops are gendemen's 
«011% yoiiBflrer 8on% and persons of quality; do 
you tUnk Uiat the spirits of such base aad mean 
feMowB will be ever able to encounter gentlemen 
that bave honour, and conrage, and resolntion in 
them ? Tmly I prescrìbed him in this mauner 
conacientiously^and truly I did teli him you must 
get men of a spirit, and take it not ili wbat I 
lay, (I know you wìU not,) of a spirit that ìs 
fikely to go on as far as gentlemen will go, or 
else I am sure you wìU be béaten stili : I told 
him so> I did truly. He was a wise and worthy 
persoB, and he did think that I talked a good 
notion, but an impracticable one : truly I told 
him I could do something in it, I did so, and 
tmly I must needs say that to you (imputo it 
to what you please) I raised such men as had the 
fear of God before them, and made some con- 
Sciencé of what they did, and from that day for<* 
ward I must say to you, they were ne ver béat- 
en, and whereyér they were engaged against the 
eaemy they beat continually," 
. The chf«w?ter yiven of the Cromwelliaa sol- 
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clièn hy Air Plittip Warwick ooi-reapoads in 
«nbBtance vith tkat wHich has just been quoted 
from a better authorìty^. He asserts that ihey 
kaà ali elicer naturally l^e fanatic hiunour, or 
mon imbibed it; /< A herd of this sort of ukW 
heìng' by hhn <irawii together, be bhnself, lik« 
Mabometybaying transports ai fancy, andwitbal 
« crafly nnderstanding^ knowìng tbat naturai 
j^rìneipies, tiioiigb not morally goody will oon^ 
4uce to tbe attainment of natuial and politie 
endsi made use of tbe zeal and eredulity of ibose 
peraobs;' teacbìng tiiem> as tbey too readily 
teught tbemselTes, that tbey engaged fór Goa 
wheà be led tbem against iàie Kmg : and wbertf 
f bid opinion met witb a naturai conrage, it made 
Cfaem tbe bolder and too often tbe crueller ; for 
k was 8ucb a sort of men as killèd brave youngp 
Cayendisb and many otbers, after qoarter given, 
i^ cold blood. And tbese men, babituated more 
to spirìtnal pride tban carnai riot or intemper* 
«noe» so consequently baying been indastriona 
and active in their former calUngs and profes* 
crions, whet*e naturai conrage wanted, zeal sup« 
plied its place: and at first tbey cbose ratber to 
die tban Sy ; and custom removed fear of dau* 
ger ; and afterwai'ds finding tbe sweet of good 
pay and oi opulent plunder and preferment» tbe. 
mevative part made gain seem to tbem a naturai 
member of godliness." 

: The same autbor mentionSi AsA in a conrer-p 
siition which be bad witb Fair&x, tbe latter ac- 
huoirledged tbat tbe bedt troops he bad in bis 
army, were tbe volunteers from the King's garri* 
sons, which, from timo to time, fell to tbe Parlia- 
ment; and Btideà, << sol foun4 youhadmado tbem 



good soldi^, ftiid I haye made them good mm!* 
One of Sir Philip's frlenda» a cavalier like him^ 
•elf> being annoyed with the praises which were 
coQstantly bestowed iipon the sancfcity of the 
parlìameatary foroegy an Well aa with tha re* 
proàches which were poured upoa the moral 
defects of those who senred under the royat 
bannen, replied to the republican» ** 'Faith thou 
sayest tme ; f or in onr army we haye the «ina of 
men, bnt in yonr% yoii hiÉive those of deyila^ 
ipiritaal prìde icnd rebeHion." 

It haa been already remarked, that Crom* 
ureUy at a verv early period in the war, appeara 
to bave been intmsted with the defence of the 
eastem connties, where big presence oontrìbuted 
net a little to keep the cavalieri in check, and 
to preyent ali rìsing in behalf of the King* Be-* 
aides bis snccesses at Cambridge, where he se«* 
eored at once a sopply of arme and of treaanre^ 
he gainéd repntation to the cause of the Parlia- 
nent, by seianng the penon of the High Shcorìff 
of Hertfordshire, whrai àbout to denounce both 
Houses and ali their adherentB as traiton. Sir 
Thomas Conesby bad reoàyed a copy of the 
royal proclamation, by which the Earl of Bssex 
and bis insnifpent anny, with ali who abetted. 
or supported them in their nnnatoral rebeDiony 
were to be exposed to the ban of the hiw, and 
was prooeeding to St Albns to perlbrm tbia 
officiai duty at the market-place, when bebold I 
Cromwell appeared at the head of bis troop, 
iook the leamed knight a prisoner, and sent 
bim off to LondoUé 

ITiig senrice, more Taluable fbr its locai irn* 
pression than for its eflèct on the pragreM of . 
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tnilititty erenta/was sóon afterwards foUòwed 
by one of nmch greater importance. Harioff. 
heard that some gentlemen dt considerable rank. 
and fortune in the connty of Sa£[blk> were ta 
liold a meeting at LowestofFe» with the view of 
promotinff the royal interests in that quarter» 
Cromwell marched his regiment thither wiUi 
the* ntmost diipatch aìid secrecy ; and so well 
had he concerted his pian, that, while the deli-. 
berations were stili going on, and no snspicion 
entertatned of an enemy being at band, ne en- 
tered the town, sbut up ali the avennes of escape,, 
and made the principal persons who had assem- 
bled within its walls prisoners of war. In the 
number were Sir Thomas Barber, Sir John 
Pettos, and from twenty to thirty others, of 
qfitaUty and substance. He found, besides, fi 
large stock of ammunition, and several engines 
of war, ♦« enough," says May, " to bave served a 
ccmaideràble force. And certain it was," adda 
the same historian, << that if Cromwell had not 
Mirprìaed them in the nick of time» it had prò- 
ved a mattec of great danger to the country | 
for within one day after, as manv more knights 
and gentlemen that were listed before, woald 
haye mei at the same place." 

An instance of Cromwell's impartiality haa 
been recorded by the writer jnst named, whicb, 
as'it admits of a yaried construction, has by some 
been ascribed to a strict regard for pnblic dutyi 
while others bave regarded it as a proof that, in 
the heart of the repuUican captain, there was a 
larger place for the feeling of revenge than for 
gratitude or family affection. Sir Oliver related 
p9 Ib^ aatbQr ^f th^ Memoirs 9f King Charlesi 
l 
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diat^ intlie be^nning of the tronblei, ite fetAfbà 
a TÌ9Ìt from his nephew at thè head of a ttfovig 
party ^ borse ; that the young man solidted hu 
blesftingygiid ootddnot bepreratlednpon tokMfl 
on bis bat fai big presenoe ; but, at the same tfane^ 
he robbed the bouae of ali the arms aad piate 
wbicb it contained* 

It cannot bare escaped the notìoe of the^ead^ 
etf that eereral of the exploit^ now deserìbed^ 
were performed by Cromwdl before the King 
haé erected bis standard, and conse^endy be« 
fore aay offengìre measnres were adopted on the 
0Ìde of the royalists. That an «ppeA wonld hm 
made to arms erery reflecting person had dia* 
tìnetly peroeiyed, from the moment that the Re* 
moBBtrance was printed for ìndiscrimmate dis» 
tribntion among the people; and the general 
historìes of the perìod bave reeorded that the 
Paiiiament, immediately tbereaftery snpplied 
themselres iritb the means of opponng their 
aoyereign in the field. No stronger proof oouU 
be addneed of the hostìle intentions of the pò* 
pnlar leaders, tban the actiyity ef CromweM 
thronghont the early part of the year 164iS — a 
etrcomstanee wbicb has not had the weight aa* 
signed to it wbicb it appears to merit, when ap* 
preciating the views and motives cmP tìie two 
great parties. 

It was in the sprìiig of 164S tbst the associa* 
ted connties were threatened by the Lord Ca* 
pely who intended to adrance against Cambridge 
HfHth a considerable body of borse and fbot. Bat 
the rigjlance of Olirer could not be deceiT^d. 
He ìnrited the princìpi gentry in Essex, Silfio 
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bàfoférmùBf wkere ke iirged npón tlMm-tlie prò* 
priety «f miitiiiff aB die faro» thejr toiùd nuse, 
in orm' lo repiuise ibe eommofl eneniy. ** He ea* 
treated tkefm to contìder serìotnly how acoept* 
al^le m service tbey nhoald renàét to the King 
by keeping five whole ooimties in hi» obedienoe ; 
and conclnded by drawmg their attentkm fo tlié 
hovNmr» aad otìier rewnriB whiclt they nright 
jnstly expect from hìs Majetty in retnm for m 
«igniil a preof of their loyalty I" I havB qnoted 
the abore nolice frem the mereuriuà PoliHeus 
of the lOth ef Marche a journal whìch ha» al 
least the adrantage of beìng contemporaneoaff. 
Nor ifl liie credibility of the statement at ali dì- 
mittished by the appeal whìeh Gromwell màhes 
to the patfiotism of bis audience in the name of 
the Kti^ ; for the inÉrorgents, both in England 
and Seotland, contìnned throughont the war to 
profess the ntmogt reverence for the royal per* 
son and authority, and to defeat bis annìes, take 
liis townt , and dentolish bis fortresses, in order 
to adrance bis Majestjr^s interestfl and hononr. 
The writer of the paragraph iailfl net to obserre 
the ineonsistency with which those ardentfriendu 
of the constitntion wére chargeable ; for he addar, 
^tnch exceOent arts bare they to abnse the 
people, and make thent tbink they dee good ser- 
vice to the King, when they endearonr to de- 
stroy hiffl." 

Tiie Solenni Leagne ftnd Corenant itself^ agree^ 
ably to the langnage of its framers, had for its 
object net only the rdformation of religion, and 
the peace and tafety of the three king£mi8, bnt 
also the henour and hcOppiness rfthe Éxng, The 
ParliameBty fai tid« aiKToOiMf «tnikr deedi, must 
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be muffsmtAto bare jprooeeded <Hi the legai fic- 
tion thftt the Boveragn hsd desei'ted hk own 
cause, and was in iact contiendiii^ against bim- 
lelf. They fek that to rend» th^ condoet 
i^eeable to the naturai bias in Layout of me* 
narcbical goternment, it was neeessarf to separ- 
iate the royal person from the royal office; and 
wbìlerthey used Iheur utmest efforta to subdue 
the One» to keep up an appearanee of the deepeat 
reapect for the other. Cromwell, howeirer, aa 
if he regarded this dktinction as too metaphyfd- 
cal for the oomprehension of common »(ddiers» 
and ag likely to bave a bad effect upon their mi« 
litary conduct, Ì8 said to haTe told bis troopers» 
that <^be would not cozen them by the perplex- 
ed expres8Ìon in bis commissione to j^/U for 
King andParliamenti and that therefore, if the 
King chanced to be in the body of the enemy, 
he would as soon discharge bis pistol upon bim 
as upon any private man ; and if their conscienoes 
woidd notlet them do the lìke, he advised them 
not to list themselres under him."^ 

On the 9th of September, 1642, the Earl of 
Essexy who had been appointed to the chief 
command of the Parliamentary army, left Lon- 
don to beffin the operationa of the ct^npaign. 
The King had previously led bis troops towards 
the west, whither he was followed by the ene- 
my, who, it was pre8umed,meant to fix bis headr 
quarters at Worcester. Prince Rupert, who had 
receìved a commission from bis royal uncle, was 
intrusted wìth a body of cavalry stationed in 
the neighbourhood of that city» where, on the 

^ • $;roinveU Mi4 bis Tim«9y p. 133* 
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^ die mmitìi jttflt ipeoified, bè fcMfim tli« 
inm by «a attock om Oolond Sandys^wM coni* 
ìnandeid a flying party o£ luui^e umb oat by Es» 
0ex to ebtain infonaatioB* The adrantage waa 
OH Aesid^of tbeaMailaiittyaiidthoi^ktriiiBif 
ia Uaelf) waa hailed aa a ^wà nmm by the tìo* 
torsy and bad the e&et of inapirmg tiie adherenti 
ef the King with aome dflgifee cf confidenoe» 
Soon aft^nnurda hii Majesty cBreeted bis swrdi 
towardathe capital, wìth the view eìthtf of biing-* 
ìng eli an engagement, or of diMoncertiog the 
meaaarea of Pariiament» whote greotett strength 
lay in the dty. The two anniefl carne in sight 
of each other near Keinton, a village in War- 
wicksfaire ; and after examining the groand, and 
airiyi^ for the mual adrantagea of poaition the 
gveater part of a day, the royaiistii, towarda the 
eyenin^ of the 23d of October, adraneed froan 
thm imes on BdgehìU, and durew themieltrea 
with' great fùij npon ihecr adveraaiies» Thtf 
ìmpetaoaity of Rapert, who commanded the 
eavidry, disordered and pnt to flight at Ae first 
onaet àie whole left wing of bis opponenti, which 
he pnrsned with great «naghter ibr the «pace of 
two miles. A similar good fmrtmie attenaed the 
King in the other flank» wbere the Parliament- 
ary forces were likewiae defeated and driren' 
from the fidd. Bnt the eagemess of pnrsiiit, to 
wbich the nephew of Charlea tamfieed ali hie 
rictories, had n«a^ tomed the f(lrtmie of the 
day affainst hini« The reaerre, which Esaex had 
plaeed under the direction ef 8ir Wiliiani Bài- 
foor, an experienced soldier, took advantage 
of the defeficeleM state in which the xeysà in« 
fantry were left by the deparinre of the hoia^ 
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Midi diMrged tben inth great resc^tioìi ani 
Bleadiness. The £krl of Lindsejr, wbo coiHf' 
nunded under the King, wiM mortally wouiided 
«lé taken prìtoner, Sir Edmund Verney» who 
bore the royal staadavd» was kiUed» and tke oo» 
loun aeìsed for a time bj the enemy ; and» m 
truth» before the prìnce and bis victorìous ca^ 
vaby returned to the field» the fruits of.tbeir. 
tnoeeaB were entirely destroyed. Thebaitle'waei; 
auspended, but not finished : both armie9 kepi 
possenicm of the ground on which the changti^ 
events q£ the day had placed them ; anà aa nei- 
ther felt incltned to renew a conflict which had 
dready proTed eo bloody» the attack was not re-* 
aeved by either |Nirty. Eissex retired to Waiw 
wick> and the King to Banbury ; each having 
loft betveen two and three thouaand of their. 
beat troops.* 

From the eomposition of bis army» althoogh 
tìie.nujiiber of the elain was abont equal, the 
Iosa WB8 greater on the part of the King, be^ 
«aoae^ as many of bis followers were persona of 
tank, their place couM not he so easily supj^ied, 
aa in the eaae of plebeian soldiers. He was sur* 
rounded by aguard of noUemeu and gentlemea» 
who» wìth their ser rants^ constituted two troops, 
am^unting together to three hpndred horsemen» 
The annnal income of this patrìcian corps was 
estiinajtod at more than L .100,000, being equal 
to two^thirds of tbe rental of ali the members 
of Parliament who now conducted the affairs of 
the nation. Irritated at having been called in 

• taOknr, T©1. 1. p. 47.^May, book liL p. l«.^a*- 
toi.ilÌ.p.4i. 
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AèrlsHMi the Show IVoopé thoM galknt eavdÌMs. 
&t fi^hili reqnested pennissioii to adYMioe in 
l^lte fifft ehiivge. This honour being ocmoeded 
^o them, t^ey nuhed imo the engagement un* 
dmr the directien of Prinoe Rapert, who leldom 
&ile<i to draw TÌetory i^ong with Um whererer 
ìxe displiiyed bis banner» ; but their sncoess waa. 
purehased at a consìderable expense of Ufe, while 
^heìr absenoe tr^m the Kìng's penon in the lat- 
ter part of theaetion, qocaaioned» in some mea- 
9ure> the unfaTooiible change which occunred. 
in the fortune of the day. 

No mention i« made of Cromwell by any an* 
naiist whp haa narrated the iniàdents of Kiein- 
ton Field. Lord Rollis, who professes to bare 
wrìtten bis Memoirs in 1648, maintains that he 
purposely abstained fìrom taking any share itt 
the battle, although he was in the immediate 
nei^bourhood. <' He with bis troop of borse 
carne not in, impudently and ridiculously affimi- 
ingy the day after, that he had been ali that day 
geeking the anny and phuse of fight, thouffh bis 
qnarters were but at a viUage near band, n^ence 
ne eonld not find bis way, nor he directed by 
hig eàr, when the ordnance was heard, as I bave 
been credibly informed, twenty or tlUrty mile« 
off, .80 that certamly he is not the man he ia 
taken fon" 

But it must not he forgottan that bis lord- 
fihip entertained a great aversion to CromweU, 
ana was over ready to belieye the most unfa* 
rourable reports againstthe man who outwitted 
hìs party, and deteated the plans both of the 
Monarchy «nd of the Commonwealth* It will, 
howerer^ he seeu hereafter, that Oliver waa ^. 
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posed cm more oooadon» Ihan <me to réienre hk 
strength, unta ftn opportunity occurred for dia- 
tlnguishìng himself, and of giving ft turn to Ae 
tlde of viotory ; and hence arosè the tarioii» in* 
dnnations against ìm personal conrage In liie 
«eld, wbich originated t/t Maretoìi Moor, and 
which, in a greater or lesa degree, have adhered 
to his memory ever since. 

Barly in the following year, afker the fBSlm& 
df the treaty at Oxford, the war waa renenred 
with mnch rigonr on both sides. The Jkrì of 
Newcastle, who conunanded fw the King m the 
north, guned an adrantage over 8lr Tliomag 
liViirfax: at Atherton Moor, and was therehy 
enabled to threaten HuU, or to prevali upon the 
Hothams, the govemors, to deliver it tìp into 
hift hands. Mrs Hntchìnson relates, that on thig 
emergency her hnsband and Cromwell perform- 
ed an essential service to the Parliament. << At 
that time," says she, " they being eqnally zeàlons 
for the public welfare, advised together to seek a 
remedy, and disnatched away a post on foot to 
IiOndon,whohaanogreaterjoyìntheworldthan 
such employments as tended to the displacing of 

freat persons, whether they deserved it or not ; 
im they sent away immediately to inforni the 
Parliament of Hotham's carriages, and the strong 
presumption they had of his treachery, and the 
lU management of their forces. This they two 
did withont the prìvity of any of the other gen- 
llemen, or commanders, some of whom were 
little less snspected themselyes, and others, as 
my Lord Grey, through crednlons good^natore» 
too great a fìiTotirer of Hotham. The messen- 
ger was yery diSgeiit in bis chargOi mi return* 
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pd AB «oon as it wtm. pomble» with a oommit* 
znent of H(^am, who accordingly was theii 
made prìsoner ii) NoUiugham caatley and Sir 
Jolin Meldrum was sant down to be commaiider* 
|fi*chief of ali tkose united forces. When they 
naareh/ed away, a troop.of my Lord Grey's, ha- 
ving the charge of goarding Hotham towards 
Liondoo, saffered him to escape» and thereby 
pnt the town of HuU iato a great haseardy but 
tk^t the father and son were there unexpected- 
ly 8|ifpri|Bedy and sent up prisoners to London» 
where they were after, some time executed." 

The inference which the kdy draws frpm that 
ocGurrenve ìs somewhat amusiog» althpugh it 
has probably no other foundation than her own 
jfancy. ^< Those who knew the opinion Crom- 
ile]! after had of Mr Hutchinson» believed he 
registered this basiness in his mind Ks long as 
he livedy and made it his care to prevent him 
from being in any power or. capacity to pursue 
liim to the game punishment when he deserred 
iti" 

. Meanwhile the detennined horsemen whom 
Colonel Cromwell had trained with so much 
care, began to make animpression on the royal- 
ists, whether in the field, or in the blockade of 
fortified places. In a skirmish near Grantham, 
he defeated, at the head of these select troops, a 
body of cavalry more than doublé their num* 
ber ; of which success he giyes a graphic account 
in the following letter : — 

' " Sir, 

'* God hath given us this evening a glorions 
yictory over our enemies. They weroj as we are 

VOL, I. K 4 



infonned,otte-afid*tweiityootmffèollieiMiPOO]^l 
and three or foiur of dragoons ; it was late in 
the erening wheii we drew out ; they carne md 
feoed 118 within two mUes of tbe town. So booa 
as we heard tke alarm we drew out onr foroei^ 
oonsisting of abouttwelve troops, whereof tome 
of them were so poor and broken, that yon shall 
seldom see worse. With this handfal it plea* 
sed 6od to caet the scale, for afitor we had stood 
a little abore musket shot, the one body firom Ùt9 
other, and the dragooners haTÌng fired oti both 
sìdes for the space of half an hour or more^ they 
Bot advaneing towards ns, we agreed te charge 
them ; and adrancing the body after many shet* 
òn both sides, come with onr troops at a p^etty 
ronnd trot, they standing firm to receive iis> and 
Onr men chargìng fieroely ìipon them, they were 
immediately routed, and ran ali away, and we 
had the execalion of them two or three miles. 
I beliere some of onr soldiere did kill two or 
three men a-piece ; we bare ako gotten some of 
their officers, and some of their colours ; boi 
What the namber of dead is, or what thepri- 
toners, ;for the present we bave net time to en« 
quire into. Omveb Cromwell." 

« Towards the dose of Jane 1643, he gained 
mach honour by the relief of the town of Gain»- 
borongh, which was menaced by the Marquis of 
Kewcasàe. Lord Willoughby had tahen it by 
storm, and garrisonedìt with parliamentary sol^ 
diers ; but not having a sufficient force, he was 
about to retire before the victors of Athèrton 
Moor, whenCromweli, interposinghis regiment 
between the town imd f?ewe»^'e Adraaced 
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gmtÒ9 ttt« > c> »4 ti8 fatiiiYMdonef thearoyalirtg| 
alew theìr oominwiddr» the bvotber of the JVfar-r 
'^fÒBi «Ad chedced for a time the advance of the 
siÉM body. Liidlow> w)io had the bostmeana of 
iaiùnsoMoùi reUtea, that when Oliver heard of 
Aa m^Tomeat on tbe part of Lieutenant-Geae» 
«aLOaTondish» he reaolyed to attempt the rolief of 
Oalmbòroiigh ; and with twelve.troopa of hone 
attd dfliigooa% siarohed thither, where he foand 
tlw enemv^ ànuMiatiag to more thaa idiriee hi« 
aumbar» mwn ap near the teini. He had no 
waf of «Étacfciagp theia bat by passkig through 
a gatoi aad ohaifing* aphiU ; Botwithstaadiag ha 
latolved to finU upea them, aad after acme re«« 
Ébtnce» threw* ttiem iato oonfiuiwit kUled 4 
BOBiber of the» offioers, aad amoag othen the 
XiieaieBaat«Oeaeral. It is taid tbat Cromwdl'n 
Bien gave no qaarter» bat that» driving the (a* 
fiti-fas inio a bog, ihey batcbered them with- 
eat laepoy, aot exoepting the officerà of highest 
rank It ietothk iact that Bir Philip Warwidc 
idadety when ha aaeribea tlvB erueity of the 
Hantitigdon troopers to the morose tpirk irhioh 
tiiay had irnUbed wilh theìr leiigioafi prineiideei 
liOaring aa impatation so dieer^taUe to be ra« 
eeiyed or rejected accordiag tothe valae of the 
aathoority oa whieh it has reached oartùaet) we 
mar proceed to obserre» that the conquarom 
liad little timo for rejoiciag^ for the main body 
of the royalists, hearing of tiie leu which had 
been sastained» puihed oa nq»idly to avenge it 
la the blood of tne inenrgeata* CromweJl reti^ 
ree first to Liaeohi^ and afterwards to Boston^ 
in ofder that he mighit joia the £arl of Maa- 
aheeter^ y^hpà» anay Jie iras iqgioiated to caia^ 
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force, anid to exerme (be datMs of tiie eèamà 
in command under that nofoleman. 

Besides the accesBion of this valnaUe ÌM>dy of 
cRvalry, the Earl received a detachment of a 
similar force^ nnder the command of Sir Tko-* 
mas Fairfax ; after which bis muster-roU con- 
tained abont six thousand foot, and thirty-seTen 
troops of horse. To prevent any fartlier addt- 
tions to hÌ9 army, the Marqnis of Newcaitle 
advanced towards Boston, pr^nred to gire bat^* 
tle. Witb tbi9 view he dispatdied a bii^ body 
of dragoons aad regalar borse, siippoaed ta 
ttmoant to eighty«8eYen troops, nnder the charge 
of Sir John Henderson, an old soMier, wha 
Iònged to measnre bis sword with Cremwdl. 
Hearing that the latter bad formed bis line al 
a place oaUed Winsby-field, near Honwaslle, bo 
bastened the march of bis squadrona, that he 
might attack bim before the Earl conld hrìng 
np the ìnfantry to bis assistance. But die nuù* 
cess of the royaiist general was not equal ter 
bis zeal. Oliver, after annouscing the /vratchi* 
word, ** Trath and Peace," gave ont a psahn, 
wlucb was loudly snng by bis offieers and mes 
as they adranced to receive the chazge of tbeir 
enemies. Afiter sustaining the fire of theix 
wbole line, which did little execution, the parlia- 
ment caralry put their borses to the fìlli speed, 
in order to throw themselves iip<m the advan* 
cing colnma. Bnt ere Uiey conld come iato oon« 
tact, the royalists salnted them with another 
volley, which brougbt Oroinwell's charger to tìm 
ground, and checked the rapidity oi bis ma^ 
noeuvre. ficarcely bad he risen from the earth 
wben he was again struck down by a poweiM 
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kuidy ukà lay lov à mameni among the klain. 
ReeorMring hkMelf once more, he* moanted * 
lioné beloBgii^^f to one of bis men^ pnMieocrted 
the oombat willi inoreased spirìt, and finally 
Miitied to compfole a TÌctorry that thè enemy 
okL noi stop thmr ^ght mitii they had reached 
the neighboiirhood of Linoofaii a distanee of 
abent fouvteeii miles* Thù gncceia was the 
more importante inasmnofa as the Kiog's troops^ 
hairing eojoyed a long season of prosperity^ had 
begon te^despiee the parliaraentarìam; and fk'om 
tfais epoch tìie light of a better fortune dswned 
«pim the oaose of the latter, and oonducted them 
at length te stiil more brilliant isiues* 

The aetìyit^ of Newcattle ronied the "Eèxì of 
MuMX. ffom hifl eamp near Readhig, and indnced 
ktoi to mareb towards Oxford. He fixed bis 
lMad«qtiarCeri at Thame» ten milee from that 
eity ; bnt the great body of bis arm^, whicb had 
aiim*ed mneb from ■IcicBess; ky diepened at a 
eoniiderable dietanoe fìrom their general* In- 
telHgenee of Ms being received by *Prince R«i- 
. peil^ he ìtnmediately pianned a ìàgka expedi- 
tion, hi whidb> making a eìrcuit ronnd the maln 
strengtb of ittè enemy, he feU npon two regi* 
ments qnartered at Wyoombe, abont thirty mifes 
Arem London, which he cut to pieeeg or made 
priflonenu Essex^ enraged at tnig loes, wbìeh 
i^eAeoted npon bis vìgilance, imtantiy set ont 
with a force snftoient to intercept the Prmce In 
hieretom* The partiee emonnteyed each otber 
ai CSialgrave) addfmi«ht«ok plaoe^ whioh was 
attended with nethiìiff r^marlutble^ exoept the 
èeiàh of Hampden, who, in the oenfbiion of the 
M8«lyyeceÌTedainoiiftl'«roimd. Jtqiert fiaaMy 
k2 
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répnlsed the assaikats, and reacked Oxfoird ìa 
triumph. One of the prisonere annonnced to 
the victors the fate of the celehrated patriot. He 
wà8 seeri riding off the field while the aetioii 
was stili going on, a thing he had never dooe 
before, with his head hanging down, and bis 
hands restìng on the neck of his horse ; fiom 
which appearances the relater jnstly condnded 
that he was severely wounded. 

The affaìrs of the Parlìament, in the early part 
of the year 1643, were, npon the whole, very 
far fìrom prosperons. 8ìr WUliam WalW was 
sent with a respectable force into the we«t ef 
England^ where the royalists had recently 
gàined some ìmportant aavantages ; and hopes 
were entertained at Westminster that their fkr 
Yonrìte general wouldachìeve something where- 
by their adherents might he preserved frovi 
despair. But the success of his plana was hy 
no means adequate to the expectations wìàoh 
had been formed. Though in the celerity of his 
movements Waller disphyed an extra<Mrdinary 
merit, and against such an opponent as Aupert, 
it was necessary to accomplish rapid marehes ; 
yet he seems to hare erred, by r^osing too 
mueh confidence in himself, and by cherìshing 
too ranch contempt for his enemy. He foogbt 
a drawn battle near Bath on the 5tà of Jiily, 
aod had a second engagement near Deviaes ene 
week later, in whieh, tluough the fortune <^war, 
the gallantry of the royalists, and the dil^ence 
of the King in sending timely rebforoements, 
his whole army was defeated and scattered be- 
yond the power of raUying. Indeed one of the 
most striking defects of this officer wqi^ ^t 
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ewiiig to &Hi Qtter waat of ditciplme^ thè anny 
¥rhich he led out from the metropolia in the 
most admirable condition, was, in the course of 
a few weekg, so disorganized and reduced, ihat 
ho found ìt necesaary to quit the field for the 
pnrpoae of recruiting, while the enemy was per* 
mitted to follow up ali his advantages doring 
the moflt active season of the year. 

Another erent foUowed soon afterwards» 

which added not a little to the terror and em« 

liarrassment of the popular party. Bristol» al- 

tiftough well provided with suppliea of ali de- 

ficriptions, and capable of a protracted resist- 

.anee, sorrendered to Prince Rupert on the 26th 

of Jaly* Thìs appalling occurrence was attri- 

buted to the weak nerves of the govemory Na- 

tbaniel Flennes^sonof Lord Say ; who, although 

gifted with high powers of inteUect and wisdom, 

•was extremely deficient in most of those quali- 

ties which oonstitute a soldier. The nephew of 

Charles attacked the city on three sides at once 

with his usuai impetaosity ; but the strength of 

the.walls would have enabled the garrison to 

hold out a oonsiderable timo» had not their com- 

. mandery unaocustomed to the aKitations which 

. altend the assault of a fortified place» yielded to 

his fears» and solicited terms. 

The precautions suggested by these adrerse 
oceurrences show the d^ree of alann whidi 
, prevailed among the parliamentarians. They 
aent a deputation of their number to Scotland» 
to invite the people of that country to coroperate 
with them in the cause of nation^ freedom» and 
to prevent a recurrence of those oppressions 
under which both Id^gd^ms had se» long groaa- 



IM i^irsoi* 

«d« Alti» lame time «bey Mi<dT«idttffi(Rryry 
London against any sudden attack of the enemy^ 
wfaoi being now master of the field» might gtm^ 
tify hÌ8 revenge upon botk Honaoi, as wvU m 
apon the mass of the oìtiaens* Thcn waa begim 
Ihat krge intrendmient, which enoompassed sol 
oaly the city, but the suburfas, to the extent of 
twelve miles in cironmferenoe. To eomplsté 
tibit midert^ing^ thonsands went out every day 
to dig; idi professions, trades, and oooupations 
took their tnnu ; gentkmen of the best qoalityv 
knights^mnd even ladies, sallied forth fìrom theIr 
houses, carrying mattocks, spades^ and other 
«nitable implementSy << so tliat," says May, ^ it 
Recamo a pleasant spectade at London, to see 
them going out in snch order and nninbers, with 
dnims beating before them, irhich pnt Ufo iato 
the drooping people, being taken for a happy 
omea, that m so low a eondition they yM seem- 
ad not to despalr/' * 

Had not Manchester ftnd Cromwell been more 
successfttl in the eastem and Biddle eou&tìes, 
than Waller and fissex were in the west, tbe 
irar must bave been bron^^t to a condosiim 
fatai to the views of the Parliament. Besides 
<hÌB exploit at Gainsborongh, whieh at least pro- 
ved the superiority of bis soldiers, he took Stam- 
ford and Bnrleigh House, snpported the popu- 
lar cause in Linoolnshire against the Marquis ef 
Newcastle, dieoked the royalists at Newark, 
and eTorywhere protected the borders of the 
eastem assoeiation. A weefcly paper of the 

• Hifliory of BttUanicnt, bodk m. p, 91. Goiwin's 
Cosuaaawesltlij tìL i f» 186. 
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time» dafMT 9lh May^ 1648, meafiong thàt ** H« 
badi 2000 brave meiiy weU dtsciplined^ no maa 
swears bat he pays bis twelre penee : if be be 
dmnk heìs set in the stocks or worse ; if one 
caUs the other roundbead, be is censore ; in- 
somucb tfaat the connties wbere tbey come leap 
for Joy of tbem, and come in and join thero. 
How happy were it, if ali the forces were tbm 
diaciplined !" The Commons» accordingly, in 
the begìmiin^ of Angnst, ordered tbat a speedy * 
cMinrse be tiucen for the raising of 2000 men 
more, in the associated countiea of Cambridge» 
Norfolk, and Snffolk, to join with Cblonel Groffi«> 
well, aad tbat every man of tbem bave a montb's 
pay in bis pocket. It was also ordered onthe 
sanie occasion, tbat the L.S00O aj^Mnnted to be 
raised by the associated countaes aforesaid, shall 
be paid to Oolonel CromwelL 

His career, at the same timo, was marked by 
a spirìt of violence and ìiliberality in other raat-^ 
ters, for which no apology can be devised. The 
Mercurhis Aulicus relates, tbat at <^ Cambridge 
the Lord Grey of Warke and Master Cromwdl 
dld the last week deal> very eamesdy with Ibe 
Ineàds of colieges to lend L.6000 for the public 
use ; and tbat the motion not being barkened to» 
they kept tbem ali in castody till midnight, ex* 
cept Dr Brownrìgg, the Bisbop of Exeter, and Dr 
LfO ve ; that the said heads being ad vised to assem* 
ble the next day about it, and refìising to do so» 
we^e called ta the Lord Grey 's lodging, and being 
asked the reason of their refaaal, made answer 
by the Bisbop of Exeter, whom they had chosen 
for their sp^ker, that they had before oonsult- 
eà the whole unive^iity, who had r^solyed 



IM rnsov 

tìM tkéy imld not ooiilplj' with t&eii* desila* 
in that pÉurftiettliir, às being dtreetly i^ingt làeir 
«onseieBues; thatOromwell, when he foand them 
«tàck to their reflolutioti, said to a friend of hit 
who wa8 then in tbe place, they wonld havè 
be«i centent inth a Ii.lOOO or leig fbr the pre* 
aent tum { not that so little nicmey eould bave 
done them good, bnt tliat tbe people niigbt bave 
tboi^bt that one of the two tmiversities bad ' 
been on their aide^ And it mw also certified, 
Ibat when tbey fiiiled to get money by that 
jneanS) In a foìr atid rolmitary way, they toak 
by viélenee fi^m thebnraart of diverse eolieges 
•Bdb moniet as were already brougbt in unto 
them \ and from the tenants of rach eoUeges as 
dwelt near at band, sncb monies as they bad in 
i^eadinesB te pay their rents ; and well we know 
what they were counted ia the former times^ 
wben law and justioe tvere in ^bi(m,'>(rbo» when 
«man refmsed to deUver bis purse, nsedto tabe 
k firom bim." 

Sisc dayi afterwards he went to Peterborongh, 
wbere he indnlged bimself in varions kinds of 
plander; and &rtber^ << in parsnatiee of thè 
tiiorough reformation wbich he proibssed to 
«atry into effisot, he did most miseraUy defiwè 
the Gftthedral chnreb, break down ibe organ^ and 
destroy tbe glass Windows, committing matiy 
dntrages on the bonse of God, wbich were not 
acted by tbe Gotbs bi the sadc of Rome." Ile 
was guiity of a simllar violence at Ely, wbere 
he entered die oatbedral during divine service, 
eommatided the dergyman to stop, and drawing 
bis sword> gave orders to bis borsemen to drive 
Mt Ae eoDgregfttfon, Te the presene day tbat 
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irenttfikblepBe btars testimony io the vìAt which* 
k tlien received from the fouowers of this mili-' 
tary refmrmer. 

While Cromwell wat displaying hii nsual ac« 
tivity in the semoe of his master», and had re* 
▼ived iJie eonrage of the people in the doparti 
ment where he was appointed to exereise hie 
eommand, the war langaished un^r Essex and 
Waller, both of whose armies, by disease and 
repeated discomfiture, had been rendered uìì-^ 
able to keep the ield. The fimner of these 
officerà, indeed, began to open his eyes to the 
oalamities of the country, axid to the fatai issue 
in iviiieh the stmggle between the King and hia 
sobjeetg was likely to terminate. The Parlia« 
ment had already manifested a determined feel* 
ing of animosity against ali the prhrileged w^ 
ders, and were stili direoting the thnnder of their 
power, not only against liis M ajesty, whose inte* 
rests now appeared incompatible with their own^ 
but also against the nolàlity, the more digni*- 
fìed and andent among the gentry, and, in short» 
against ali that class whose wealth and rank were 
wont to oonstitnte the snpport of the throne. 

The fiati had too mnch nenetration net to 
pereeire that the snocess of bis arms wonld only 
strengtben Ihe enemies of peace, and tiiereby 
postpone all.accommo^tdon with the King, and 
the settlement of the constitution. On the 
9th of Joly, accordingly, he addressed a loto 
ter to the House of Peers, in which he statesi 
tliat ^* his army being neitfier recmited wilh 
horses, nor saddles, nor arms, he couldiiot move 
bnt whh his whele force, whioh must he by rfo# 
marchesa and with infinite ipjnry to the peaoe« 
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sble inhabilaiiW He tbeiefore reqaests, ihat 
<< if it were tbought fit, tbey would «end to bis 
Majesty to bave peace, witb tbe settlìng of reli- 
glon, the laws, and tbe liberties of the subject, 
an4 bringing to just trial those chief delìnquents 
vrho bave canaed ali this mìsobief to Uie kìng- 
dom ; and that if this do not produce a treaty, 
bis Majesty may be desired to absent bimself 
from the scene of contention» and botharmies ' 
may be drawn up near tlie one to tbe otber, that 
if peace bf» not conduded, it may be ended by 
the sword/' 

Their lordsbips, althongb not nnwilling to 
listen to this paeific suggestion, foond some dif- 
ficnlty. in resolying to petition the King, in the 
face of a proclamation which be bad lately is- 
saed, declarìng tbe parliament^ of whicib tbey 
were members, to be no free parli^nient. But 
in tbe beginning of Augnst they appoii^ted a 
oommittee to consider of some propositi^is fit 
to be presented to bis Majesty tbr settling the 
present distractions. A petition wasy accord- 
ingiy, prepared on the 5tb of the montb just 
specified, and sent down to the CommiOiis for 
their eoncurrence. The same^day a long debate 
took place in tbe Lower House, pn the several 
topics submitted to their review ; a^id so nume- 
rous bad the friends of peace become, that» when 
the question was put to the vote, whetber the 
propositions from the Lords shpuld be taken 
into farther considerarono it was carried in the 
affinuative by a majority of ninety-four to 
8ixty-£ive. It was then proposed that this far- 
ther consideration sbould be entered upon witb- 
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cmt a^ournineiit or delay ; a motion which wa» 
iie«itirecl by only two votces. 
' The dirision now mentioned^ took place on a 
Satnrday. This circumstance, which in ali or» 
dinary cases woidd tiot have been attended with 
the slightest consequenoe^ prored fiital to the 
patrìotic designa of the House of Peers. On 
8anday the pnlpits of the metropolis rang with 
the most yiolent dennnctations against iSl who 
were disposed to fight the Lord's battio deceit- 
faliy, and set forth in the liveliest colonrs the 
manifold evils which wonld arise from entering 
into terms with the malignants. A conrt of 
common conncil, held the game day» drew np a 
petìtion, addressed to the Commons, deprecating 
in strong langnage the measnre whioh the other 
House had recommended. Next minmii^, the 
Lord Mayor, followed by a mnltitnde of the in- 
babitants, appeared at the doors of the Parità* 
ment to presentthe remonstrance of the cttiasens ; 
while the popnlace, by shonts and meaacing 
gestnres, deciared their resolntion to enforce 
tiie sentiments which it eontained, and to secnre 
a eontinnance of the war. The Peers, mean- 
while, intimidated by snch hostile demonstra- 
tions, dedared that this riotous assemblage of 
the people was a breach of parliamentary privi- 
lego, and desired a conference with the Gom- 
moni to provide for their mutuai safety and in- 
dependence. But before order could be resto- 
red, the Lower House came to a vote, when it 
was determined, by a majority of eighty-eight 
to eighity-one, that no propositions shonld be 
sent to the King. 
The smallneBS of the majority on this memo* 

VOL. lé li 



more temperate membefs oS the legislatore w«t^ 
to pat aii end to the deetructive war, if hich, da- 
rìqg twelve mooths» had raged in th^ fiqest purlt 
of the kingdoBi* Clarendon leUs a% that *^ the 
design w^ for aa many members of both Hou9M 
1^ were of one mind, 1» Imre gone to the Su?! 
qf fissex» and there, under the sfiourity of their 
own armys to hava protested against the vìom 
lenee which waa offei^d» and to ha^e dedi^red 
their want of fr^edom ; by meani of whioh the;^ 
made no do ubt to bave drawn both Hoasea to 
Qonsent ta an agreemept> or to bave ent»ed 
upon «neh a treaty therose^es with the Kiiig,'- 
This pian was qever realized, and other eventa 
9pon oocurred which would haye rendered it 
entirely impraoticable. 

Every hìstorian haa remarked^ that if Charlei» 
at the head of hi« viotorioas «nny, had narched 
to Iiondon and anpported by hit presenoe the 
effòrts of bis friends, he wQnld, in ali probabili* 
ty, baye dismayed the disaffected, quelled the 
turbulent> and induced even the lendera of thci 
popnlar party to Usten to equitable terms. Bnl 
he yielded to the advice of those who reeami 
mended the siege of Gloucester, on the ground 
that it was not good policy to leave so strong a 
town bebind him« ^< But," says Sir Philip War« 
wick, << this oounsel proved fetal ; for had the 
King at that period resolved in himself to bave 
ftruok at the proud head of London, and had 
had authority enaugh at that timo to bave re^ 
quired the Earl of Newoaatle to job with hin, 
hnmanly speaking, he had raised aueh eoi^sie» 
f die two Howi«i uid Jiondomn^that tkey 
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hiA dtiter geltt Uni his owìt termS) ot»^ If they 
had fenght Ili», inost inrobaUy he would bare 
htcA TlcloiloBfl. Fop tke ooUntiés abdtit Lcm- 
éatk wàn well affected to thè King's cause ; and 
ifitttiy m Lottdoti pasaionatély wished for bis 
àpp^acL BathenGeforwardiftbefbUtheKing's 
ibroM fll it did the Israelite^, who^ being dis- 
eotipaged by the great number of spies^ would 
miitmanshaptotrards Canaan/' Thenhe^aotes 
the adage» th^t ** the times of grace and of man's 
repentance bare a set appointmént ;*' and that 
*< oftentimes dÌTine Pi^vidence gives a man but 
ètte single seafton to ky hold on/' The King 
flxes on Glottcedter^ and the Earl of Newcastle 
as fiifeally aits down before Hall. 

It is well hnown that Bssex, haTtng recdred 
largo additions to bis army, followed the ateps 
ut the King with the Viéw of raising the siege ; 
and in thi4 instimoe, as in many others in tlte 
Aoiifse of the war, the want or proper intelli- 
gence oti the part of the Royallsts obtuned fbr 
the Parliament an impottant adraaiage. The 
eednd of their cannon was the first noticé com- 
ittttnicated to Charles that bis enemieft were at 
band* Breaking np in some confnsion ftom he- 
Ibre the walls or Olonoester, he retired to New- 
bnry with the intentlon of dispnting with the 
Repnblican General the road to London. A 
battle ensned, which was fonffht obstinately on 
both sideS) and ended too with snob an eqnality 
ef Io0i4, that eìther party was found to ciaim a 
tfinmpb. The nnmber of slain in the ranks of 
Bssex was greater than that of bis adversaries; 
baty as usuai» bis Majesty was deprived of seve- 
ra! gallant oflSicers of high rank, whote deatha 
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woold haye douied eveii tHe joy of adeddad 
victory. Among otbers who ,fell at Newbury 
was the amiable Lord Falkland, *^ a wvstm,'* 
says Clarendoii, '< of sudi prodigious learmng 
and knowledge, of iaimitable gweetneas.aad de- 
light in oonrersation» of so obliging a biunanity 
and ffoodness to mankind» and of that primitive 
simpUcity and integrity of life, that» if ther^ 
were no other brand opon tbis odious and. ac- 
Gursed civil war than tlmt single lossy it mn&t he 
inost lufamous and exeprable to ali posterity." 

Both Wbitlocke and Bushwortb speak of the 
circomstances attending Iiord Falkkmd's d^ath* 
They relate that in the moming of the fight, he 
called for a dean shirt ; and heing asked tl^ 
reason of it, answered jocularly, that if he were 
slain in the battio, they shonld not find bis body 
in foul linen : but upon being advised by bis 
friends not engagé, as not being a militai^ 
officer, he replied, with an air of sadnesis, that I|^ 
was weary of the times, foresaw mudi misery to 
bis country, and did believe h^ should he out of 
it ere night. He could not he persuaded to tì^e 
contrary, but entered the battle and was slain«* 

About the dose of the campaign^ which ter- 
mìnated the gloomy year 1643, Cromwell took 
Hilsdon House by assault, and for a time kept 
Oxford in a state of considerable alarm/ By 
various achievements, particularly his conduct 
at Grantham and Gainsborough, he bad so ad- 
vanced his military reputation, that public opi- 
nion already began to pit him against Prince 
Rupert, the most daring leader of the royal 

• See Note D. 
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fkttf. Hie IQiig, ii| tepìy to the réttmfks of 
some one who !tad suggested that his Majesty 
otigpht té have mftde an attempi to g&ìn the fa« 
^ont of 80 formidable a «oldier, is said to haré 
exclaimed, *< I wotild that some wonld do me the 
good ftei^cé to brlng Cromwell to me alire ei* 
dead!" Ahoutthis perìod, he was appointed Go« 
Yemor of the Isle of Bly, with "the Uke power 
ùf\ery\ng money there for his foròes as the Bari 
o^ Manchester had in the associated cotinties/' 
Bttt a new scene was abont to open on the 

Etblicy nshered In by a treaty between the two 
ngdoms, fonnded on the Solemn Lea^e and 
CoYenant. The progress of the ropd armìes in 
the early part of the year, the defeat of Waller, 
and the inaetìtity of Esseic, dictated the neces« 
sity of apply ing to the Scottish nation for assist- 
siiice. In the monfh of Jnly, Sir Henry Vane, 
Armtrn, Hatcher, and Darley, tdth Marshall, à 
Presbyterian, and Nye, an Independent dirine, 
weTe dispatched to the Ndrth, with Aill powers 
to conclade the negotiatton. Both the Conren- 
tion of the Estates and the Assembly of the 
Kirk had been previonsly snmmoned to meet 
them ; their arrivai was celebrated with every 
* demonstration of delight : and the letters which 
they delirered from the English Parliament, 
were, actiording to Principal Baillie, read bv 
some with shonts of exultation, by others with 
tears of Joy. At first, the allies of the Parlia- 
ment insisted npon actìng the part of nmpires ih 
the grand question at issae between them and his 
Majesty, and of haritìg the power of dictating 
the terms of reconciliation. Bnt finding that thfi 
hiirh gtonnd eorid not be conceded to niem, théy 
h2 
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bacarne so mach the more detondined to ^eemre 
the religìoiu mtm-ests of their body» and the ex* 
tension of their doctrine and disoipliiie over the 
whole of the sister chureh. Vane was obliged 
ta.admit to the deliberations of the commisaion* 
ers a deputation from the General Assembiyyled 
by their moderator, the celebrated Henderson ; 
and to listen to long harangues on the necessity 
about to be imposed on the EnglUh Parlìamenty 
army^ and inhabitants at laige, of signing the 
Solemn League and Covenant, as the basìs of 
the confederation which was aolicited by their 
brethren in the South. After some discussione 
Sir Henry and bis colleagues accepted tbis con* 
dìtion, and tfaereby ratified a deedoy which the 
people of England, Lord» and Commons, bmd 
themselves *^ to endeavour to bring the churches 
of God in the three kingdoms to the nearest 
conjunction and uniformity in religion, confes- 
sion of faitfa, form of church ^overnment» direc- 
tory for worship and catechisms*" And tfaey 
vere also by the sanie Covenant to << endeavour, 
with their estates and lives, mutually to preserre 
the rìghts and privileges of the Piuiiament and 
the liberties of the kingdoms ; and to preserre 
and defend the King's Majesty's person and au- 
thority, in the preserration and defence of the 
trae religion and liberties of the kingdoms, that 
the world might bear witness of their loyalty, 
and that they had no thought or intentions to 
diminish bis Migesty's just power and great- 
ness." 

TMs Covenant was taken by both Houses of 
Parliament on the25thof September, in the year 
1643. AmoDg others who signed it were the 
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Barnes of Lenthal the speaker, Sir Benjamin 
.Rudyard, Robert Harley, Oliver GromweU, 
Cbaries Lord Cranbome, William Lord ilta« 
William» Sir Peter Wentworth, William Lord 
- Monson, Henry Lord Grey of Ruthin, Sir Na- 
thaniel Bamardiston, Thomas Lord Grey of 
Oroby» Sir Harbottle Grimston, John Dryden, 
John Seldén, Thomas Lord Wenmon, Bui- 
strode Whitelocke, George Montagne, Densil 
Holles, and £dward Montagne. 

The reader, even at this stage, may be incK- 
ned to ask in what senso Cromwell conld sign a 
dpoument whichbound him to extend and protect 
the interests of a church which he detested ; to 
preserve the person of a King whom he declared 
he would shoot with as little compunction as he 
. would any other man ; vaia to declare that he 
had no thought or intention to diminish bis Ma- 
jesty's just power and greatness, when he had 
already prompted and assisted others in strip- 
|NUig lum of nearly ali the power which belong- 
ed to him as the sovereign of three kiogdoms. 
Dr Harris answers this question by remarking, 
that Cromwell must bave taken this oath << m 
thesame maaner as men take many other things, 
muchagainst bis mind, though he had art enongh 
then to coneeal bis dislike: for it cannot be 
thought but it mnst be very disagreeable to him 
to be bonnd to introduce a discipline bis largo 
soni abhorred, and to preserre and defend a 
prìnce whom he wasto fight against, and whose 
power and greatness were the object of bis 
dread.'' 

Charles, aware of the efforts which were made 
. to givo to bis enemies a dedded prepouderance 
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in the fleld, liad recourse to two méatorei fron 
whieh he expected material assistafice^ He re- 
•ol?ed to fiummon a Paiiiaii&eiil to meet at Obt- 
ford in the month of Janttary, 1644; and at the 
sanie time gave instrnòtlont tó bis depaty in Ire- 
land to enter into treaty with the Catholic oint<- 
federates, so as to plaee at his eommand tle 
anny which hadheen raised to chebkl^ iniiir« 
gents in that divided conntryi 

In regard to the former step, his snoeess eqmil- 
led his e:iqfectation8« Fotty-^bree peers and 
a hundred and eighteen «Somnioners obeyed his 
requisition ; expressing their readiness to co- 
operate with him, either for the restoralìoB of 
peace, or for the more vigorons proieciitìon of 
the war. They entered upon their dtittes by 
aending to the Eatl of Essex a lettor^ snbserl- 
bed by the niémbers of both Honses, reqnestiifg 
bim to contey to his constitnents at Westminitèr, 
their earnest desire that commissioneri mightbe 
appointed ott both sddes to treat of an accosimo- 
dation. After some dispute in regB^d to mat- 
ters of form and preeedeney^ the popnlar leaders 
consented to bring forUrard certain propdsitìoils 
as the basis of an agreement, of irhich fàe M- 
lowiflg ig the subitanee t that the Oovenant, irifh 
the obligation of taking it^ the reibnnation of 
religlon according to its provisions, and the vttèr 
abolition of Episoopacy, shonld he confirmed by 
act of Parliament ; that the cessation of the irar 
in Ireland shonld, by the same authority^ he de- 
clared roid ; that a new oath «houM be framed 
for the discovery of Gatholics ; that the peniil- 
ties of recnsancy shonld be strictly enforced ; 
tiNKt the childreit of Cathoii«i shMdd be ediMa- 
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ied ProtMtànts ; tlttt certùn Englbh Proteal- 
«ol8 hj nsme^ «11 Papists who had borae arms 
«gainiitthe Parliunent, and ali Irishrebels, whe- 
tber Protestants or Catholies, who had farougbt 
aid to the royal army« should be excepted from 
the peperai pardon ; that the debts contracted by 
the Parliament shouid be paid out of the estatea 
of the delioquents; and that the commanders 
of the forces by land and sea, the great officerà 
•of state, the deputy of Ireland and the judges, 
ahould be also named by the Parliament, or the 
coQunisaioners of Parliament, to hold their places 
^orii^ their good behaviour.* 

It ia obvious from the spirit of theae pro^o- 
sala, that the Parliament had no sincere desire 
for peace» nor any expectation that the King 
wonld meet them on ground so extremely un- 
&TOurable to bis interests. Nor was the dispo- 
sition to conciliate tnore manifest on the part of 
the royalists ; for both Houses at Oxford nad ai- 
ready dedared that the Scots had broken the act 
of pacification ; that ali English snbjects who aid- 
ed them shouid be deemed traitors and enemies 
of the state ; and that the Lorda and Commons 
remaining at Westminster, who had given their 
coonteaance to the coming in of the Scots, or the 
raising of forces under the Earl of Essex, or the 
making and using of a new great seal, had com- 
mitted high treason, and onght to be proceeded 
against as traitors to the King and kingdom, 

On the other band, the few regiments which 

• Lingardy toI. at. p. 242. Journals of Commoiw, 
Mareh 15, &c. Ruihwortb, toI. y. p. 222-^229. BoUlic, 
^▼ol, iU 1, 6, 10. Joiiai3l9, d22. 
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ft&tìtìg of aiiy benefit to his Msjestjr^ only < 
^ibtited to fili the ranks of hit oppomnitìi. H»- 
ring Isnded at Mottyn in Waled, they adtaneed 
itito the oottiitry, without encoUiiteriiif any r^ 
flistance niitil they reached Nantwich, th,6 forti- 
fidations of which efiectttally cheisked theil* pro- 
gress ; for whilé they Were cugaged in prepai^ 
tions for a gìege, 8ir ThoteSA FAìrfax AttadkcMi 
them with a stìperior force, and eotirely diepéiv 
sed/their battidions^ Nearly two thousand of 
the private men passed over to the enei^y as 
recruits for the ParUanient : and among the prì^ 
fionen was Colonel Monk, who, after a short 
confinement in the Tower^ thonght propof te 
follow the escAmple of his soldiert, and lend Ihé 
aid of his e3q[)erienee to the ofttise Of the Com- 
tnontrealth« 

While the Sdots^ irho had erossed the Dorder 
on the 19th of January, 1648, were preparing$ ift 
conjnnction irith the Earl of Manchester^ for the 
siege df York, Charles e^ceotited in person one 
of the ablest maniBarreS that were performed in 
the course of the war. Essejc and Waller, whose 
foroes, if unlted, would bave amounted to twentt 
thonsand men, marched in two divisions, with 
the intention of shutting up the King in Oxford. 
Aware of their intention, ftnd not haring more 
than seven thousand disposablo' troops, his Mli- 
jesty passed between the hostile corps, àUd 
reached Worcester withont the slightest inter- 
ruption. Waller undertook to foUow him, while 
his colleague proceeded with his army into Doiv 
8etshire« The King made a demonstration as if 
he had intended to march towards Shre wsbui^ ; 
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•b4 wheB the Parliamentaiy general^ In orde» 
to pN^rent him, hastened from Broomsgrove io 
tàke pMseastoii of that town, he retraced hia 
■teps to Oxford, augmented hia nnmberg, and 
altacked some of the enemy's poafdonfi in Bttck« 
ìog^amshiye. Waller, again deceived, returned 
tp the bankfl of the Charwell ; and yielding to 
reaentment rather than to jiut views of militar^ 
expedience, he bronght on a battile at Oropredy 
Bridge, where he was defeated, with great Iosa 
both of men and of repntation. 

But, notwithttandiBg thig advantage, the af« 

faira of the King féll into no amali embarrass- 

ment. The enemy had aequìred great strength 

in the North, where the Earl of Manchester, 

Fsirfax, and OromweU, with their Scottish al- 

lies, had compelled the Marquis of Newcastle to 

reaign the field, and to seek shelter within the 

walU of York. Hia Majeaty, informed of thia 

alanning state of things, eommanded Prìnce 

Rupert, who waa pursuing with mnoh saocesa 

hia wonted career in Lanoashire and Cheshire, 

to ooUect bis forces, and march for the relief of 

the beaieged army. The foUowing is an extraot 

of the letéer which on thia oocasion was sent by 

Oharìea to hia nephew, and which certainly ex* 

cnlpatea the latter from the charge usually 

brought against him of fighting without orders. 

<< Bnt now I mnat gire yen the trae state of m j 

aifairs, whieh, if their condition be snch as en- 

forcea me to gire yoa more peremptory com- 

mands than I would willingly do, yen mnst not 

tahe it ilL If York be lost, I shall esteem mj 

crown little else, nnless supported by yonr snd- 

deft inar«b to me» and a mmenloiia oonqneit in 
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the sonili, beforetheeffeets oUbemvihem^^^at 
be fonnd here : bat ìf York be relieved* a»d yo» 
beat die rebels' armies of bothkUigdoBis whidi 
are before it, then, but otherwbe not, I may {KMk 
sibly make a sbift upon tbe defensive to spin 
Out lime until you come to assist me. Where- 
fbre I commaad, and conjiire you, by the duty 
and affection whicb I know you bear me, tbat» 
ali new enterprises laid aside, you immedìately 
march, according to your first intention, with sii 
your force to the relief of York : but if tbat be 
either lost or bave fireed themselves frwn the 
besiegers, or that for want of powder you eaiH 
not undertake tbat work, that you immedUtely 
march with your whole strength to Woreestepr, 
to assist me and my army, withont which or your 
having relieved York by beating^ the Scots, ali 
the succe^es you can afterwards bave most in- 
£allibly will be useless unto me.''* 
. It is probable that the haughty disposition of 
Rupert when opposed by a similar temper in 
Lord Newcastle, would not permit him to show 
this order to bis colleagoe, as a reason for riskiqg 
a battio before York ; else it is impossible that 
the historians of that period could bave con- 
demned the Priiice for an obstinate adherence 
to bis own opinion on this head, or that tbe 
Marqnis and some other general officers sbould 
bave been so much offended as to leave Eng- 
land, and thereby expose the royal cause in the 
north to certain min. 

We are now to describe the battio pf Marston« 
Moor, the effects of which were universally felt 

• £velyn*i Menoin» toL t. octaro ccUtioii» p. 121* . 
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in efirtàUiB&nig the power ci I^liameiii bt^bm 
first instanee, Bnd mtiinately in plaeing die fbi^ 
tane» of England in the handi of Oliver Cronw 
-w^lL In ^ty the rise of that disllngaighed sol- 
ver may be dated from thk perìod ; fop althongh 
he had in the conrse of the preeedtng year givem 
nnqnestionable proofe of his eonrage and ahllltyv 
ifet as he ooenpied only a very snbtwdinate «tnk, 
the merit of his exploits was in some degrae ne^ 
oessarily transferred to the chiefli underwhomho 
«erred. But his oondnct at Marston-Moor rai« 
sed him to higher ground, and enahled him to 
nege pretensions whieh his former supemora 
èould not resist, and to praclàse art», of ivhich» 
in spite of their station and inflnenoe, they b»* 
carne successively the Tietims. So many aoi^ 
coonts bave been given of this memorabU en* 
gageraent, and so mueh has party tfptrit been 
awakened by the claims of the several com* 
manderà who fignred in it, that It haa beoone 
extremely diffiecdt to aseertain tlie mevemeiiti 
of the troops on ttther side, and to assign to eaoh 
of the confederate andies its exaet sliare of ià^ 
glory which their nnited efforts secnred. The 
Mlowing details, recorded by a writer in tké 
Mereurius BriiannióuSy a weekly jonisal, pnb- 
iished a few days after the action, and wiiieh 
appear to bave been supplied by an eye-witness» 
are perhaps the fnllest andmost imparllal tha$ 
Ilare come down to onr times. 

« I cannot let pass that glorions viotory witb« 
ont drawing np the Imttle onoe again iato theh^ 
several brigades. General Lesley gave ovder 
for drawing up of the battio. The right wing of 
borse was ealviHited to 8ir ThMiM 7«ilfw^ • 

VOIi. I. M 
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nàn «f kno wn valddr and raiolatioa ; it did eon« 
sist of bis whole cavalry sud three regimente of 
the Scottish horee, oommanded by the Earl of 
Dalhousie» Earl of Eglinton, and Lord Balgon j» 
Next unto them wag drawn np the rìght wing 
of the foot, consUting of the Lord Fairfax's fool« 
and two brìgades of the Scottish bone for a re* 
seire. In Uie main battio were the regiments 
of the Earl of Lindsay, Lord Maitland, Earl of 
CSassilis and Kilheads, and two brìgades of the 
Bari of Manohester's ; in the reserve was the 
Earl of Baddagh't (Buccleaob's) regiment, the 
Earl of London's, Earl of DumfermBng's, Lord 
Couper'S) Genmd Hamilton's, general of the 
arlillery, ibe Edinbni^b regiment, and a brigade 
of Manchester's. Upon the left wing of hor«e 
waa the Earl of Manchester's whole cavalry, un- 
der the command of Lieutenant-General Crom- 
weUy, and three regimente of Soottuh borae, 
eommaoded by Major* (renerai Lesley ; and upon 
their left band, near a cross dìtch, where the 
enemy bad a regiment of foot, were placed the 
Seottish dragoons, under the command of Co- 
lonel Frisell. Orders being given to adrance, 
the battio was led on by General Hambleton, 
Lieutenant-General Baillie, and Major-General 
Crawford ; the reserve being committed to the 
trust of Major-General Lumsdain. Tbwe was 
• great ditch between the enemy and us, which 
ran along the front of the battio ; only between 
the Earl of Manchester's foot and the enemy 
there was a plain. In this ditch the enemy bad 
placed fonr brìgades of their best foot, whicb, 
^pon the advance of our battio, were forced to 
giye ground» being gallantly assaulted by the 
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Birl ùtLmiasfB regiment^the Lord Blalllaiid*0^ 
CassOk's, and Kilh^'s* Majoi^Genend Cmw- 
ford, haTÌog ovorwinged the eaemy, set npoa 
th^r flank, and did very good execntion^ wbick 
gare oocasion to th& ScoUish fooft ta advance and 
pass the ditch. The rìght wiog of oor foot had 
severat mìsfortimegy for betwixt them aad llie 
enemythere wasnopaMagebatatanarrow.hiiie^ 
where they conld net march abore three or fonr 
in front. Upon the one side of the lanewas a 
dttch^ and on the other a hedge» both wberoof 
were lined with mnaqueteers : notwithstanding 
8ir Thomas Ytììrhx charged gallantty, bot the 
enemy keeping themseives in a body, and reeei» 
ving them by threes andfonrs as they marched 
oat of the buie ; and (by what mistake I know 
net) Sir Thomas Fairàx's new levled regimeats 
beìng in tiie van, they wheeled abont, aad befaig 
hotly pnrsiied by llie enemy, carne bade npwk 
the Lord Fiurfiix's fbot, and the reserve of the 
JScottish fòot, broke them whoUy, and teode the 
most of them to the groond. 

<< Sir Thomas Fairfaar, Colonel Lambert» and 
Bir Thomas bis brother, with ave or six troopi, 
charged threngb the enemy, and went to the 
left wing of borse. The two squadrona of Bal- 
gony's regftment beìng divided by the enemy 
each from the other, one of them being hmcer^ 
charged a reghnent of the enemy's foot, and 
put them wholly to the ronte, and afterwards 
joined with the left wing of hene t the other by 
another way went also to the left wing. The 
Earl of E^inton's regiment maintained their 
ground (most of the enemy's going on in 'pursmt 
of the borse and foot that lied), bnt with the Iosa 
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fii fttr fifitt«ni]|lili;/dio li«Qt6flaBt-eOl»ft6li te 
m^ùty And £ìgpliiitonV.j3Qii being dendly .WoimdH. 
Sir Cliarlei hmm vid Muor-Genóral PorMr 
lMTÌi»g (bus dÌTÌd^d ali our bore» oh (bai wing^ 
taaNralted tbe Boottish foofi upon ikuèìr flaskei so 
thfil: tbey. b»d tbe foot Uj^n tkeir.froiit,atid tbe 
,whob> eanrah^ of tbe ènemy'» loft witig to %ht 
;Hrith,..wbim they enoountered witb éo- mmk 
-Miirage. and resolntion tbal^ bUniig interlìned 
dfteir miis^iieteèrB wìtì^ pikemen» tbey made tb^ 
enemy't borie»- notvriibfttaiidìiig ali tbe a«n«t- 
IH1G8 tbey bad ef: tbeir foot» at twe seTeral e»> 
eaolle» to gire ground; end in dds bet dispute 
•vitb both^ey oonttftmed abnoBt mi bonr, and itiU , 
tnaintaÌBUig tbeir jgrotind» Lieiitenan^Genenl 
BailUe^ and Maior!*Greiieral Lnmfidaìrt,{lrho botk 
fpave good evidènee of tbeir eonrage and %k3i^ 

r'QèiyÌM^ tiie greatesli ^dgbt of tbe bàttle té 
•01» «pan tbe Sari ot Lindsay'e and Lord 
Maitknd's regiment, aent ^p a reserve to tbeir 
Meiilaniiei after wbidi tbe enemy's borÉe» faaving 
made a tbird assault upon tbem, bad aintont pnt 
libem in tome dieorderi but tbat tbe Earl of 
JUndiay fiff&d laeuAeliant-Goload Pitseotty h^ 
baved tbemeelTeii so gaUantly, tbat diey qmckm 
If mudo tbe enemy^a borse to retreàt» kiUed Sir 
Cbarleslinoai's bohse, took bim prìsoner, and 
gained ground upon tbe foot. 

<< Tbe Seottisk dragoons tbat were plaeed 
Upon tbe left wing, by tbe good managing of 
Colonel Fflaell, aoted tbeir part so well» tbat at 
tbe first aasault) tbey beat the enemy frem tbe 
ditdi, and sbordy after kiUed a great many» and 
pnt tbe reit to the roote» Lientenant-G^aeral 
CremweU ebarged Prìnee Bnpert's borse with 
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exoeedìiig great resolntion, and leaiiitained tìHé 
chai^e with no lesa valoar, Major-Genend 
JLesley charg^ed the Earl of Newcastle's brigade 
of Wliiteceats, and cnt them wholly off, forty 
ex€epted> who were made prìsoners ; and aftef 
tiiem charged a brigade of Greenèoats, wbereof 
they cnt off a great nnmber, and pnt the rest to 
the ronte. Thig senrice being performed, he 
char^ed the enemy's borse (with whom Lieu- 
tenant-Genend Cromwell was engared) npon 
the flank» and in a very short space the enemy*^ 
whole cavalry was routed, on whom onr ford 
troops did much execntion to the walls of York, 
but our body of horse kept theìr ground. Lieu- 
tenant- General Cromwell, and Major-General 
liosley, having joined, and receiying advertise^- 
ment that oor foot was engaged with the ene^ 
my's horse and foot, marched to their assistance, 
and met with the enemy's horse (being retreat- 
ed from the repulse wnich they had lirom the 
Sootttsh foot) at die same place of disadyantf^i;^ 
where they had ronted oor borse formerly ; and 
indeed their success was answerable, if not 
much worse, for we ronted them wholly, klUed 
and took their chief officers, and most part of 
Uieir standards. After which we set upon the 
rear of their foot, and with the assistance of our 
main battio, which ali this ttme stood finn, we 
pnt them wholly to the route, killed many, and 
took theìr ofiicers and colours, and by this tiroe 
we had no enemy in the field. We took ali 
their ordnbQce, being in number twenty-five, 
near a hundred and thirty barrels of powder, 
beside» what was blown up by the common sol- 
m2 
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dien» db^TO a hnadred còloonii and téft flieu- 
gand amB» berid^» Iwo waggons of carbines aUd 
pistols of spare armsi Tbere were kiUed upon 
tbe place t^ee tbouiandi wboreofi upon a jaidì- 
«Bous Tiew of the dead bedies, two parte iq^ 
peared te be gentlemen and offioers. There 
were fifiteen hundred prisonert taken, wherebf 
were Sir C. Lucas, Major-Greneral Porter» wld 
MajoFf General TeUier, besides diverse ooloneis» 
lieutenantHx^onelSf and majors. The Iosa apoft 
oar part» Uessed be Grod, is not great, beiog of 
mdy eoe lieutenant-colonel, some few oaptaina, 
and net ihree handred common soldiers."* 

The readw wìll excuse the ampUication whieh 
enciimbers the narrative now given, when he 
.ealk to mkid that Cromwell's behavioiir at Mar- 
ston-Mioori while it laid the foundation of bis 
power» has alno been made the ground of an 
impeachment npon bis personal coorage. Lord 
HoUis» after remarking» that without tha aid cf 
the Scote, the victòry of the 2d óf Jnly would 
not bave been cained» adds, << for however Lien- 
tMiant-Generiu Oromwell had the impndence to 
assume much of the honour of it to himself, or 
rather, Herod-like, to sufPer others to magnify 
and adora him for it, those who did the prinei- 
mJ servioe that day, were Major-General Les- 
Ijy who oommanded the Scottish hon% Majoi- 
ueneral Crawford, who was Major-Oenera! to 
the Bari of Manchester's brigade, and Sir Tho- 
mas FaÌFfkx, who, under bis iiather^ commanded 
the northern brigade^ But my friend Cromweil 

• Mér. Brlt. 8th Jtdy, quotcd fìrom << Cromwétliaiift,'* 
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htA A«Mmr part vév k* in thebudiieM t For I 
liave several times heard it from Crawford's own 
]a««d% (and I think I sball mA be mistakcn if 
I mj ClroAvirell himaelf has board ìt fròm bini;; 
fur he tafie said it aloud ia Westminster Hall 
• wh«n Gfomwell passed by bìm, witb a design 
ìké migbl beAr ìU) tbat wben tbe wbole army «t 
MarstOB'Moor was in a fair poisibility to be 
«tfterly routed, and a great part of it runninfi^, 
Ira lav the body of bone of tbat brìgade stana- 
ing stili, andf to bis seemtng, donbtfol wbkb 
way to ehargei backward or f orward ; when he 
carne np to tbem in a great passion, reviling 
ibem witb the namea of pcdtroons and cowardt, 
. and atked them tf they wonld stand stili and see 
the day loat? Whereupon Cromvroll showed 
hinuelf» and in a mtifìil voice said, < Major«Ge- 
neral» what shall I do ?' He, (begging pardon 
for what he said, not knowing be iraa tbere, 
towarda wb«iin he fcnew bis distanee as to bis 
auperier offieer^) told him, < Sir, if yen oharge 
net» ali ia loat/ Cromwell answered be was 
wounded, and was not able to ebarge; (bis 
great wonnd beìng a little bum in tbe neick by 
the aoeidental going.off behind bim of one of bis 
■oldierB' pistols,) tben Crawford desired him to 
go off the field, and sending one away witb bim, 
(wbo very readily fc^owed wholesome advice,) 
led them on himself, whicb was not tbe daty of 
his place, and as little for Cromweirs bonour as 
it proved to be mneb for tbe advancement of 
hia and his party's designs* This I bave bat 
by relation, yet I easily believe it upon the cre- 
dit of the reporter^ who wm a man of bonour, 
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that was not ashamed or afraid io pnUish it in 
ali places."* 

We should place very little confidence in this 
accusation, ui^ed, bb it is, by one who was ani^ 
mated with the most violent personal dislike to 
Cromwell, did we not fìnd the game chai^e re- 
oorded by Principal Baillie» in a lettor written 
at London about a month after the action* 
<< The men/' says he, meaoing the Sectaries, as 
he was used to cali them, ^* are exceeding actìre 
in their own way. They strìve to adrance 
Cromwell for their head. They ascrìbe to him 
the victory of York, but most unjosdy; for 
Humbie assures ns, that Prince Rupert's first 
charge falling upon him, did humUe him so 
that if David Lesley had not snpported him, he 
had fled. Skeldon Cra^eford, who had a regi' 
ment of dragoons in that wing, upon bis oath 
assured me, that, at the beginning of the figfct 
Cromwell got a little woond on the neck which 
made him retire, so that he was not so much as 
present at the senrice ; but bis troopers were led 
on by David Lesley." 

At a stili earlier perìod, indeed, that is, fonr- 
teen days after the battio, Baillie wrìtes to a 
friend, who appears to bave accompanied the 
Scottish auxìUarìes into Yorkshire, in the fol- 
lowing terms : << We were both grieved and 
angry that your Independents there should hare 
sent up Major Harrison to trumpet over ali the 
city their own praises to our prejudice ; making 
ali believe that Cromwell alone, with bis un- 

• Memoirs of Denxil. Lord HoUis, p. 15. Balille, 

voi. ii. p. 4^9. 
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mf^iéÈfMf vfliotoiua^ re^mciiti; kad denti ali thàt 
service'; tìiat themost of usi fled, and that those 
[wlio ttaidf &iif^bt 89 i^nd Ho a« it m^ght be<' We 
.weire mach veacCKl wiUi thesd r^portn, agf^ìatrt 
/whicli you wer» Hot pleased, any of yoti, to ìrt- 
filmol ut wìth «ny answ^» imtil Lihdsay's let^ 
.iéni cune at Insti and Coptain Stewart with hìn 
.coIoBOL Then wé fient abrdad ottr printèd re^ 
lationsf «ad could lift up our face. Btit vil^ 
thfetf days,. Mr AbV» relation ^^a« also {irinted, 
.'«rluoh gite» us inany good wordi, but giveb 
niQék m^e to &omweU tiian» we ard itiformed, 
khkdue/' 

In trmtb) it appoart that the Independénts 
were determined to asortbe the métìt tif tkfe 
.^toty to tbrir farourite chakDpìoti ; while the 
.FiresbyteriaaSy on the otherhand, Were eqnally 
j^esolvra to bestOMT th^ laorela 9i the day apon 
.M^or-Goneral Ijedey. Both these officers, tit 
the head of thetr respeotÌTe bodies of càvalry, 
^pBlfOd the RoyaliBts under Prmce Rupert ; ih 
the Qovrae of wldoh «errice, it ib probable that 
Cromwell received a Woimdi which disabled him 
from leading oh bis troopa in the final charge 
when their antagonista attempted to rally. We 
■re the mi^te cOnfirmed in this opinion, by the 
vtory ri^markable circmnstance, that the mmour 
of Cromwell'a absence in the last attack was 
4xnmlated at London within a fbw dayg after the 
-ODgagement, a tpaoe of time which could hardly 
affinrd to bis enemies an opportdnity ibr fabri*- 
caling a etory altogether withont fonndation. 
The game fiict is repeàted by Salmonet, Laing, 
and others ; hence it is probable that Cromwell 
retiredfirom the second conflict to bare hi9 woond 
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dressed, wliile his brìgade was lèd on by ÒràV- 1 
ford or Lesley to the charge.* | 

But the world has been so mnch accnstòmed ^i 
to hear insinuations against the personal brs(- 
veiy of the most distinguìshed commanders, thiift J 
surmises simìlar to those which have been cir- \ 
cnhited in regard to Cromwell, no longer make 1 
any impression. Ludlow, who was by no means | 
favourable to the reputation of his brotber offi- . 
cer, acknowledges that the yictory, which had | 
been most obstinately disputed, was, in the end, 
obtained by Cromwell's brigade ; and snch, it I 
may be added, is the testimony of the g^eater i 
nnmber of anthors who have wntten the military I 
history of that eventfìil period. | 

It is worthy of remark, that part of ihe ob- 
scnrity whidb hangs over tiie events of Marsten- 
Moor, has been created by a contemptible feel- 
ing of national jealousy, which, even at the pre- 
sent day, is not altogether extingnished. Lord 
Clarendon, who hated the Scots,labonr8 throngh- 
out his whole history to represetat them as ex- 
cessively deficient in ali the martial virtues, and 
as never being able to withstand an onset of his 
conntrymen in the field of battle. Some idlow*- 
ance may, perhaps, be made for the irritated 
feelings of a royalist, who knew well that the 
opposìtion to the govemment of Charles the 
Fu'st, which ended in the dissolntion of monar- 
chy, originated in Scotland; that it was con- 
stantly fomented by the disaffected in that coun- 
try ; and that their army at length assisted in 

• Salmonet, Hist. p. 160. Laing, History of Scotland, 
T€l* ilL p. 269. 
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accomplishing làe object to wbich ikeir priaci- 
pleg first attraeteci the attention of the politicai 
Puritans in thesouth. But what shall he said 
in defence o£ a modera author, who, to gratify 
a passion which is only pardonable in a school- 
boy, has for that purpose had recourse to means 
of which even a schoolboy wonld he ashamed ? 
Dr Lingard quotes the language of Clarendon, 
who says << that the Scots fled ali ways for many 
miles together, and their general, the Earl of 
Lteven, was taken into enstody by a constable» 
and detained part of the next day." " This," ob- 
serves the Doctor, << has been described as a 
falsehood and misrepresentation ; but," he adds, 
** jet there was some foundation for it, as ap- 
pears from Baillie, who acknowledges that Les- 
ley took to bis heels." He gires the clause 
*' took to his heels," as the very words of the 
Principal, and marks ihem, too, with the usnal 
ajgns of a quotation. But, in truth, Baillie does 
not anywhere make nse of the expression which 
is bere attrìbnted to him. On the contrary, the 
terms which he employs coQvey a much more 
sweeping charge, and involge the reputation of 
greater nìen than even Lord Leven. He says, 
*^ there were three Generals on each side, Lesley, 
Fairfax, and Manchester ; Rnpert, Newcastle, 
and King. Within half an hour and less, ali six 
took them to their heeUy Dr Lingard conceais 
the flight of fìve heroes, because they were not 
Scotsmen, and lays the disgrace upon Lesley 
alone, because he had the misfortune to he bora 
north of the Tweed I* 

* But the aboTe is not enough ; he quotes from BuIIm 
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It Ì8 4iot withont relactenee ttat I intenopt 
tke narrative to notice cniGh disingenuons psd* 
tering. History, at the best, is In manj respecta 
a fablei a record of mistakes and prejadices; 

two clauses belonging to separate sentences, at the distant^e 
of foiip pages, whlch he applies to the Pk'incipal's cotmti^- 
men, whom he is determined to cev«r with shamei and ad- 
dnoes ss a proof of the accuraoy of Qarendon'a atrìctiurai 
<m the Scottiah nation. The words ai*e^ " when ao many 
with cowardice fell in disgrace worae than deatb*'* NoWt^BO 
far from beiog exclusively applicale to the Scottiah annya 
the author of the letter, a few linea above, shows distinct- 
ìy what was the Import of his óbservation. He says to 
his friend, " see by this incloaed, (an account of thebattle) 
if the whole ▼ictory, both in the righi «nd left wing, be 
not aacribed to Cromwell, and noi a word of David Le»* 
l^y, who in ali places that day was his leader^ JfhU re* 
ports of Manchester be true, jou. ]mow the flight of somuB 
is worse and more shameful than death." Dr Llngari 
has penetration enough to perceive that Baillie*s remark 
had an object very different from the one which he asaigiis 
to it i but he knowa, at the aame timea that many of his 
readera wiU take hlm at bis word--Ta security, by àào way, 
which is becoming every successiye month of leas Talne* 
*' Baillie/* says he, " acknowledges that Lesley toolc to his 
heels — only Eglinton kept ground there to his great loss." 
Here again the object is to deceive — ^to malce the reader 
conclude that ali the Scota ran away exoept Lord Eglin- 
ton. But what is the faot aa atated by BaiUiie? His 
words are — *' the disadvantage of the ground, and violence 
of the flower of Prince Rupert's hprse, carried ali onr 
rlght wing down ; only Eglinton kept ground there to his 
great loss." Now of what was the right wing composed» 
which waa thus earried down by the impetuoeity of Kn- 
pert? It was compoaed first of Sir Thomas Fairftx'a 
whole cavalry, with three rcgimenta of Soqttlah ÌHini^ 
under Dalhousie, Eglinton, and Balgony ; and secondly, 
of Lord Fairfax*s foot, and two brigades of Scottisli U»>- 
fluitry «8 areserre. Hence It is dear the greatcr pavt of 
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)mt in the' Jiii|i4a( of men wiio stiictioiuly comipt 
aatlioritÌ68y and openly peryert the plaineat state^ 
jnentSy hìstory must become a ehronicle of liea. 
He that is faithfol in that which k least» ii 
faithful also in much : and he who, in order to 
juinister to a national yanity, now become child- 
i»h and obsolete» can represent an anthor aa 
recording^ the yery reverse of what he has set 
down, will not, it may be presamed, when he 
has more important objects to aecomplish, hesi- 
tate to use greater freedoms with less aceessible 
-documents. Prindpal Baillie. in fact, so hr 
from acknowledging the skckness of his eoun- 
,trymen at Marston-Moor, or deploring their 
cowardice as more pùnful than death, boldly 
claims for them the merit of haymg tumed the 
fortune of the field. *< Lindsay/' says he, '< had 
the greatest hazard of any ; but the beginning 
of the yictory was from Dayid Lesley, who be- 
fere was much suspected of evil designs ; he with 
the Scots and Cromwell's borse, haying the ad- 
Vantage of the ground, did dissipate idi before 
^em." 

The e£Pects of this great trlumph achieyed by 
the Parliamentary forces, were sensiUy feft 
ithronghout the remainder of the campaign. 
York and Newcastle very soou fell into the 

the right wing were Eogliah ; and it is wéll loiown be- 
sides, that it was the tumultuoiis retreat of Fairlàx's law 
horsemen which threw tliat division of the anny into cou- 
fusion, and trode down in their haste the foot soldiers of 
their northem allies. It was in the same right wing that 
'Egllnton kept bis ground to his great loss, after Fairfax*s 
-wlkole cavafary had tumed thdr backs to the enemy, and 
^irere gallopinir «ff throiigh the lio« of their fidends. 
TOL. !• N 5 
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banèi of ihe Tieton ; amd the power ef the !Kii^ 
aorthwards of the rirer Trent, was so much re* 
dvLoeàf as to deprive him of ali hope of erer re- 
coverlng, at the point of the sword, the yalaaMa 
coiHities which were thua wrested from hira< 
He had already determìned to march with thè 
•rematns of his fine army into the west, where his 
Btrongest poaitions were threatened by Essex ; 
who, contrary to the wishes of his employenr, 
had resolTed to advance faito that qnarler to re* 
Mere eerCam towns which the royàlists continned 
to ìnrest. Lime, at that period besiegped by 
Prìnce Maurice, was the main object of conten- 
lioii. The celebrated Blake distinguished him- 
self inits defence, and enabled the small garri- 
son to hold ont until the approach of the Lord 
€(«ieral compelled the assailants to retire. Ha- 
Ting accomplished this object, Essex marched 
against Weymouth, which snrrendered to him at 
the first simimons. He then resolved to bring 
Maurice to a general action, bat the Prìnce, 
whose nnmbers were not eqnai to those of the 
enemy, continued his retreat towards the boi^ 
ders of domwalL 

The King, meantime, haTing dispersed the 
troops of Waller at Gropredy Bridge, fomid hìm- 
•elf atlibevty tofdllow the ittsnrgents,aad to watdi 
the motions of this general. He accordingly left 
Oxford ten days a&r the defeat of Rnpert, and 
passing throngh Bath and Ilchester, entered the 
capital of Deronshire on the 26th of July. The 
Earl, npon hearing of the advance of the rovai 
army, resolved to tum on his steps^ and gire 
battle to bis Majesty on the banks of the Sevem^ 
but he is ssud to bave been dissnadedfrom adopt^ 
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Uig tìM ph» by the entrea^ei of MUketgemAé^ 
men who had estatei ia Comwall, and wko wera 
desinnis to seve them from the rayages &£ Prince 
Maurice. No part of Eogland was better affecfi- 
eà to Charles thaa that remote oomity. Siir Ed- 
ward Walker romarka, that it was not tUl now 
tfaey << were sensible of the great and extraordt- 
narf adrantage the rebels Imre over his Majea- 
ty's anaies bj intelligence» (the life of ali war» 
làkoB actiont,) luid wUch by the loyalty of thìs 
people, the rebels bere were utterly deprived of ; 
no country in his Majesty's dowinions being so 
Qttiyeisaily affected'to his Miyestyand his cause; 
wliichy for my part, I ahall nerer aseribe either 
to a greater measure of judgment» or to more 
hnmanity than othov have, but mito that obedi* 
enee to their superiors whkh the rest bare casi 
off* For the gentry ot this country retain their 
old possessionsy iheir old tenants» and esEpeet 
ftom them their ancient reverenceand obedknee. 
And givo me leave to say, if many of the nobi* 
lity and gentry of this unhappy kmgdimi had 
not fidlen from the lustre, honour» and rirtue of 
l&eir ancestorS) and by their iuxnry been neoe»< 
sitated to manumise their TÌllains, hot had paid 
that awM reverence to the majesty and great- 
ness of their sovereign as they ought, they might 
haye expected the same proportionably from 
their inferìors and tenants : and instead of ha- 
yìnr them their companions, or rather masters» 
as 'Skey now are, they might hare had them their 
serrante ; and then I believe this war, which, 
nnder pretenee of .religion and liberties, is to in^v 
troduce heresy in doctrine, parìty in conditions, 
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«id to déitroy tira Ring, noUlitjr, uA gmby, 
in ali prolMbilitj had not been."* 

On the 2d of Augost, the King and hk ne» 
^Aew joiaed their f<Hroes at La«iicestoii ; while 
Esiiex fixed hu head-qaarters at Lostinthiel. 
When in this poiition, nis Majetty^ who was no 
flCranger to the padfie intentions of the fiarl» as 
ìndicated by the lettor which hehadaddressed the 
preoeding year to the House of Peers, made an 
attempt to open a nt^folaation with faim. The 
foUowing commnnication ahows the temper of 
Charles» and his eagerness to brìng to a ctose the 
nnfaappy stragg^e in whteh he vas engaged wtth 
a ekas of men who, whaterer were their origi- 
nai intentionsy were now ready to orerstep l^e 
bovnds whieh divide the love of ooontry fìtHn 
the panmits of personal ambition. 

** £ssexy I haye been Tory wilibg to bdieve» 
that ^Hienever there shodd be saoh a eonjme- 
tare as to pnt it in yoar power to effect that 
happy settlement of this miseraUe kingdina 
whi€h ali good men desire, yoa wmild lay hold 
of it» That season is now b^ore you: yoa bare 
it at this timo in yonr power to redeem yonr 
country and the crown, and tooblige yonr King 
in the highest d^^ree ; an action eertainly of the 
greatest piety, pnidence, and hononr that may 
be; such an opportnnity as perhaps no subjeet 
before badi eyer had, or hereafter yon shall bave» 
To which there is no more reqnired hot that yoa 
join with me heartily and really in the setl&Dg 
of those things which we haye both professed 
oonstantly to oe onr only aim. Letos do diis; 

• His Mijetty's Happy Trognn in 1644, ^ SO. 
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nadif ai^y men diidl be sofooUsUy inuiAliural m 
%o oppo6§ their Kiog's» couotry't, aad their owa 
goody we will make them happy, by God a bles- 
magf even agaij^st their wills. To thùi the only 
impediment caa be waat of mutuai confìdeueet 
I promise it you of my pairt, and as I haTe,«n- 
deavoured to prepare it on yours by my letter 
to Hertford from Eresham, I hope this will 
perfect it» wbon^as I bare do» I have engaged unto 
you the word of a kiogy that you, joiniug with 
me in tbat bleased wor^ I shaU gire both to you 
and your anny saoh eminent marks of my cooh 
Sdence and value^ as shall not leav e a room for the 
Jieast distrust among you» either in relation to the 
public or to yourselfy unto whom I shàll then be 
your faithf ul friend. — Postscript* If you lìko eS 
this, hearken to this bearer, whpm I bave f ully 
Bistrneted in particolars: But this will adndt 
of no delay. loskerd, the 6th August 1644''^ 
: J&m^L inade no reply to the above eoaunum^ 
eation. Three days after it was sent, B<Ma0 
f ' husia^pirit»'' aa Sir Edward desoribes him, pre- 
pared another letter to the iSarV to be signed by 
the piiftoipid offioers of the united army. 
o The King diseoyered the projfct of bis injn« 
dìei^na friend before the epistle was aetoally 
lorwarded to the head-quarters of the enmny ; 
but " to satisfy aU. the world oi bis real desires 
for peace» he was i^eased to gìve way, that it 
ahould he si^bstribed and sent.'' The answer 
£rom the Geaiefal was oonceiired in these terms s 
V My Xi^fds^in the b^ginning of your letter you 
express by what autiiority you send it. I ha* 

* Hintork^ DìMouneiy.p. ò2» 
n2 
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yìng no wmer hj tììe Pailkiiiieii^ who limre 
«nployed me, to Creat, caimot gire way to it 
fritnout breadi of trust." 

Hariiig no longer «ny liope of finlsldBg lira 
yihar by treaty» bis Majesty gaye orders to nar* 
Tow ine qaarten of bis antagonista and to cut off 
bis snpplies. Being oertain tbat, nnless provi* 
sions were brongbt by sea, tbe parliamentary 
ibroes wonld soon be redoced to the neeessity 
of yielding at discretion, be rejeeted tbe oppor* 
tnnities wbicb were repeatedly offered to bim of 
ooming to a general action. His hopes at length 
were realiced, for Essex, alter ìnstmeting bis 
cayalry to make tbeir way tbrongb tbe eneflaT'a 
iinesy embarked on tbe 27tb of Àngost witìi 
some of bis principal c^oers» and left tbe infint* 
try totiieirfate. Tbe Kingimposed nnon tbem 
no severer oonditìons than tbat tbey nioald lay 
down tbeir arms ; negleetìng even tbe nsnal pre- 
cantion of bmding tbem not to serve against Ihbl 
dnring tbe war. 

Tbe Parliament bébaved wilib great mana- 
Himity on tbis occaeion. Instead of npbnddiBg 
BSssex, wbo, in exposing bimself to tbe disaster 
by wbicb be bad been ov^rtaken, dtsobey«d a 

Eiitive order issued by tbe Committee of bolh 
gdoms, tbe Honses dianked bhn for bis past 
serviees, expressed làeur eonviction of bis on* 
abaken fidelity, and assmred bim of tbebr conti- 
nned afieetion to bis person. At ^e same timo 
tbey gave instnictions tbat bis army, b<»ce and 
Ibot, sbonld be reimbodied in tbe neigbboorbood 
of Portsmontb and 8ontbampton,a»d amply sup- 
plied with every tbing wbicb migbt be tboB^t 
reqnisite to fit tbem once more for immediate serr 
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me. Walter, wliose battalioBs liad been recniU 
ted, imd who was on the point of marehing for 
the west, was directed to co^operate widi Essex ; 
while Mandiester and Gromwell, who had retired 
into the assoeiated counties, were commanded 
to hriiiff up their forces, that they might assem* 
Me imder the sanie leader, and attack Charles 
mi his return from CkMmwall to Oxford. 

The King, who was desìrous, b^ore the ap« 
proaeh of winter, to relieye the garrisons of 
Ba8Ìng*Honse, Banbnry,and Dennington castle^ 
concentrated his troops in the vicinity of these 
poste, and established his head-qnarters at New* 
bnry. The parliament's anny made haste to at« 
tack him ; and as Essex, at that instante labourw 
ed under a fit of sickness, the command was in- 
tTHSted to the next senior officer, the Earl of 
Manchester* The confliet was fierce, and ix* 
tremely obstìnate. The soldiers who had laid 
éewn their anns in Comwall, eager to wipe off 
the disgraee which stained their professional re* 
pntatien, nrged the combat with the greatesl 
fary ; and having retaken some of the cannon 
whichy on that occasion, they had been obliged 
to swrender, they are said to bare embraced 
them with tears of joy* Cromweil, who com- 
manded the cavalry in thìs battle, added to the 
high character wlìch his former exploits had 
merìted, and defeated the enemy wherever he 
had an opportnnity of leading lus Ironsides to 
the charge. Night, it has been insinuated, saved 
-ike royaiists from a complete discomfitnre ; while 
"die general on the other side, either from nn- 
dne cantion, or from personal jealousy, checked 
theardovr of his troops when about to follow 
np their actrantage. Cramwell» a short time 
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«ftenpramb» dedared ia PadÌAinaiit that Maa-* 
ehester had neglected a favourable opportunity 
of bringing the war to a dose by a total defeat^ 
^ I showed bim eTidently»" said the commander 
of the caYak*y, <' how this success might be oh- 
tained; and only desired leave with my pwa 
brìgade of borse» to charge the King's army in 
theìr retreat, leaving ìt in the Earls choice, if 
he thought proper» to remain neutral with the 
rest of bis forces. But, notwithstanding my 
importunity» he positively refused bis consent ; 
and gare no other reason> but that if we met with 
a defeat, tbere was an end of our pretenùon»*-* 
we shonld ali be jrebek and traitors, and he exe« 
euted and forfeited by law." 

Upon leaving the field of Newburyj^the KÌJia 
placed hii ordnanoe in Dennington oastle, ana 
thèreafter pursued bis march to Oxford* Being 
joined by Prince Rupert» he retumed in afew day9 
to oarry away bis guna» and, if it should prove 
necessary, to try the fortune of arms once more 
againat hk adversaries. Manchester» althongh 
he aaw himaelf thiia defied» did not think proper 
lo renew the contest without more certaùn hopes 
of sucoees ; for which reaaon he quietly allowed 
the royal army to remove their cannon, and 
thereby to convert the opprobrium of defeat in- 
%o the trinmph of victory. Charles, having con- 
centrated hb forces under the eye of bis enemy> 
and affòrded a temporary relief to the beleagner- 
ed garrìsons in the neighboorhood» retnrned te 
Oxibrd» where he meant to fix bis winter quar^ 
tersy and to await the ìssne of farther ncgotii^ 
tions. 

Meanwhile the afiairs of the Parliament weie 
brought to the farink of ruin» not by their loss^ 
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in tlie ffeld, nor by t!ie iìiìlare of their pecmilary 
resources, but by dissensions among tfieir prin- 
cìpal geDerals. Essex and Waller, so far from 
co-operating together in the common canse, ap- 
peared to take satisrfaction in eacb other's re- 
rerses. At Cropredy Bridge, the latter was de- 
feated, while his coUeagne remained inactire at 
the head of a powerful force ; and when the 
other was compelled to snrrender in the west a 
fine army to the King, Wàller is charged wìth 
ereating delay in the vicinity of the capital, in* 
stead of flying to his assistance with the troops 
which had been coUected for that purpose. 'But' 
a misnnderstanding stili more formidable had 
arisen in the military conncils of Manchester. 
His lientenant-general, over since the success at 
Marston-Moor,had continued to entertain saspi-» 
cions as to the ulterior views of his commanding 
officer; who, he apprehended, like others of the 
nobility, was not disposed to push the war any 
farther, nor to sink the King below the leyel on' 
which he might make an equitable arrangement 
with his snbjects. Cromwell alleged, <^that 
Manchester had always been backward to en- 
ffagements in battio, and against ending the waf 
by the sword, and had been an advocate for such 
a peace to which a victory in the field would 
have been an obstacle : that since the taking of 
York, (as if he thonght the King was now low 
enongh and the Parliament too high,) he had 
declined and shifted off whatever tended to iar* 
ther advantage npon the enemy, and especiaJly 
at Dennington casde : that before his conjnnc* 
tion with the other armiesy he had drawn his 
army into and detained.it in such si^nations, as 



were &vonrable lo the enemy's design»^ agafaist 
nuuiy commaiids of the committee of both king* 
donu, and with contempt and vilifying of the 
commands: and since, sometimes againgt the 
council of war, and sometimes deluding the coun- 
cìl, hadneglected one opportunity withpretence 
ef another» and that agam of a third, and at last 
penuading them that it was better not to fighi 
at ali."* 

There can be little doubt that there was some 
ground for the accusation thus broi^ht againsli 
Manchester. The aristocracy at large abready 
perceived that their order was contemnedby the 
^mmons, and that, in the event offarther success 
^amst the King» there was great havajrd of it^ 
being finally abolished. Eany in the contesti 
indeed, the JLower House manifested a detenni* 
nation to place themselves on a footing of equal- 
ity with the Peers. Secretary Nichohts, in wri- 
ting to bis master while in Scotland, relates, that 
'^ the Comnùttees of both Houses met this after* 
neon at a conference ; they were ali bare-h^^* 
ed during the conference, both Lords and Com- 
mons» by a priyate intimation ; but if the Lords 
diould haye put on their hats, the Commons 
were resolyed to bave dono so likewise."f For 
these reasonsy we may without hesitation believe 
the leaders of the popular party when they assure 
vs that the noble commanders were more desi- 
70US toaccommodate matters with the King» thau 
to elevate, by a succession of triumphs, the de- 
mocratical power of the state, which already 
menaced with extinotion ìboth tjie others. 

♦ Rushwortli, voi. v. p. 732. 
t Evelyn, toU v. p. 4a, 
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CromweB, from the rery first, had attached 
himself to the thorongh reformers ; that class of 
men among whom were Vane, St John, Ireton, 
and Marten, who imagtned that the grievances 
of the nation conld not he redressed so long as 
the regal anthorìty was permitted to remain. 
Hence ìt followed, that the views and interesfs 
of the lientenant-general were decidedly opposed 
to those of the nobleman under whom he served ; 
and as the snccess of the one party was incom* 
patible with the safety of the other, it is not 
snrprising that they shonld have qnarrelled. 

Two great obstacles stood in the way of the 
Repnblicans, which it now hecame their prìncì- 
pal stndy to remove ; namely, the power of the 
prÌYÌleged classes, and the politicai principles of 
the Scottish nation. Ais to the latter, apparent- 
ly the most formidable, it conld only he orer- 
come hy dismissing the army nnder uie Earl of 
Leren ; while the former was to he more art- 
fdlly connteracted hy introducing the famons 
Self-denying Ordinance. 

There is no douht that the Scots, however in- 
consistent with their principles their actual con-* 
dnct may he deemed, were sincere in their prò- 
fessions of snpporting the monarchy, and even 
of preserving the person of Charles. Their Co- 
venant annoimced in the most open and promi- 
nent manner their resolution to effect these two 
ohjects ; and, as it has heen already ohserved, 
they refused to grant assistance to the English 
Parliament, except on the express condition that 
ali the memhers of both Houses, and every officer 
in the puhlic service, should place themselves un- 
der the same ohU^ion; CromweU, amongst the 
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resty pnt hi» name to that celebratoli docmiMnft ; 
aad, perhapg, when bis viewfl began to expand 
witb bis military fame, be could not but feel 
tbat, by bis signature, be bad boimd bimself to 
accomplisb tbe very tbings wbicb be was leaat 
desirous to see fumlled. He contracted a great 
' dislike to the Scots, wbo were, it is probaUe, too 
mucb disposed to assume a dictating tone in ali 
matters connected witb religion ; and be is ac- 
cordingly reported to bave said tbat be woold 
as soon draw bis sword against tbem as i^^ainst 
tbe soldiers of tbe King. At ali eyeuts, tbeir 
princìples were diametrically opposed to tbe 
projects wbicb seem to bave been already en- 
tertained by tbe majority of bis friends, inas- 
mucb as tbese unequivocally implied tbe exist- 
ence of a constitutional monarchy, as well as of 
an establisbed cburcb. 

Cromwel], wbo at tbat period was friendly to 
neitber, bestowed bis countenance upon tbe In- 
dependents, a body of Cbristians of reoent orìgin 
In England, and wbose distinguisbing tenets 
may be identified witb tbe two propositions» tbat 
' e very congregation constitutes a separate cburch, 
and tbat tbe pastors, as tbey are elected by tbeir 
flocksy so ougnt tbey to derive tbeir maintenance 
from tbe private contributions of tbe faitbful. 
Tbe opinions of tbis class of professors, as tbey 
disclaimed tbe expediency of an establisbment, 
were tbe most convenient for sucb of tbe parlia- 
mentary leaders as meditated a radicai cbange 
in tbe constitution of tbe Englisb govemment. 
, It bas been usuai to ascribe to bis love of liberty 
in ali its formsy and more especially of an entire 
freedom of conscieuce, tbe attacbment wbicb 
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4>iiver tàoired to the ecdesiastiealpoltty of tlie 
Independenta ; but ìt will be fouiui, upon a mi- 
nuter ìnspectiozi into bis character and motives, 
tfaat be was not particularly svisiti ve in regard to 
the abstract rigbts of mankind ; and that bis pre* 
ference of tbe congregational model arose from 
its easy adi^tation tonis politicai views, ratber 
tban from its more liberal spirit, or its closer re- 
semblance to tbe practice of primitive times. It 
must not be concealed, bowever, tbat tbe dread 
of an inquisitorial power vested in any clerical 
corporation, bowever ortbodox, bad carried tbe 
minds of many well-instructed persons to accede 
to tbe moderate pretensions of tbe Independ- 
ents ; << wbo," says Lord Clarendon, *< were more 
leamed and rational tban tbe Presbyterians, and 
tbougb tbey bad not so great congregations of 
tbe common people, yet tbey infected, and were 
foUowed by tbe most substantial and wealthy 
citisens, as well asby otbers of better condition." 
But an opportunity will occur bereafter for en- 
quirìng mto tbe principles of toleration wbicb 
prevaued at tfaat important crisis of our bistory ; 
and as our business at present is witb Cromwell 
and bis politicai allies, we sball proceed to state 
tbe measures wbicb be adopted to realize tbeir 
favourite objects — tbe fall of tbe monarcby, and 
the elevation of the popular brancb of tbe go- 
vemment* 

Before tbe Earl of Manchester and bis Lieu- 
tenant- General proceeded to intercept tbe re- 
treat of Charles from Comwall to Oxford, — tbe 
movement wbicb brought on tbe second battio of 
Newbury,— -CromweD, wbo bad discovered tbat 

YOJ4.JU o 
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his Mends, the Tndependent«, ran the tlfik otheiùg 
finally vanquished in the Assembly of Divinei^ 
made and carried a motion in the Lower House, 
that the << Committee of Lorda and Commont 
appointed to treat with the Gommissioners from 
Scotland, and the Committee of the Assemblvv 
shonld take into consideration the differences in 
opinion of the members of the' Assembly in point 
of church gorernment, and endearonr a union, if 
it were possible ; and in csuse that conld not be 
done, that they shonld essay to find ont some 
methods by which tender consciences, who oonld 
not in ali things snbmit to the common mie whidi 
might be established, might be home witìi, con- 
sistently with Scriptnre and the pnblic peaoe,that 
so the proceedings of the Assembly might not 
be so much retarded,"* 

The success which attended thìs proposai 
shows clearly that many of the members of the 
House of Commons, who were originàlly Preik- 
byterians, must bare seen reason to cfaange theìr 
sentiments on the article of church polity* Esseit, 
Manchester, and the chief officers m both armiec, 
continued, howerer, to support that system, on 
the ground that it was not incompatible with the 
restoration of the King to the exercise of his 
authority, nor with the rank and pririleges of 
the Peers as hereditary advisers oi* the crown. 
In £Eict, it was at this precise period that the 
character of the Civil War underwent that great 
change, which immediately afterwards in<mced 
the armies of the Parliament to fight, not for the 
liberties of the nation, but for the ascendency of 

* BaSUie, yol« U. p« 61. Journal of CominoflB, sid» vou 
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9'partf ^0 weie nbetdj graiping at die rems 
of goremment 

. The desigas of Cromwell did not, indeed» 
escape the siupicioii of Lord Esser, nor of the 
Soottish Commissioners. The former, it is trae, 
had taken some pemcmal offeoce at his report 
to Parlianieiit respecting the battle of Newbury, 
ìm wìàth. he seemed to lay more blame on the 
eftoers of Ms lordship's ariay, than on those 
who had senred imder Manèhester and Waller. 
The ScotSy in like mamier, wexe displeased with 
him, both on aceonnt of Ms aTèrsion to Presby- 
teiJanism, and of some expressions which he had 
ined derogatory, as they thonght, to the honour 
of theìr nation« But it may be presumed, ihat 
the» £Biirs and aversion had a more worthy oh- 
ject than any that oonld arise from their indi- 
TÌéiial interests ; and when they took oonnsel 
nrhether they mìght not denounee hìm aa an in- 
ojendiary, oandour requires of na to believe that 
they were influenced by the higher motivea of 
patriotiam and public juatice. Whitelocke givea 
an ^teresting account of a oonferenoe which waa 
held on tiiat aubject in the preaence of JSaaex, 
and of the reault in which their deliberations 
termÌBated. 

^ One evening very late, Maynard and I were 
seni for by the Lord«*General to Esaex-House, 
and there waa no excuae to he admitted, nor did 
we know beforehand the occaaion of our being 
aent for. When we carne to Easex^House, we 
were brought to the Lord-General, and with 
him were the Scola Commìsaioners, Mr HoUea, 
Kr Fbilip Sti^ylton, Sir John Meyrick, and di-* 
vitib othen of his spedai frieads. After «om« 
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plimentg, ànd tfiat ali were sat down in isotoeil» 
the Lord-General requested the LordChaneellor 
of Sootland to explam the object of the meeting, 
when the latter spoke aci foUows :•-— 

*< < Master Maynard and Master Whiteloclos 
I can assnre yon of the great opinion both my 
brethren and myself have of yonr woith ana 
abilities, else we shonld not bave desired this 
meeting' with yon. And since it is bis Eìzcel» 
lency's pleasure that I shonld acqnaint yon wiik 
the matter npon whicb yonr connsel is desired, 
I sball obey bis commands, and briefly recite 
the business to yon. Yon ken rery weA that 
Lientenant-Crenerai Cromwell is no friend of 
onrs, and since the advance of our army into 
England, he hath used ali nnderhand and eon* 
ning means to take off from onr hononr and 
merit of this kìngdom ; an evil reqoital of ali onr 
haaards and services ; but so it is. And we are 
nevertbeless fnlly satìsfied of the affections and 
gratitude of the gnde people of ibis kmgdom in 
general. It is thought requisite for us, and for 
the carrying on of tiie caose of the tway kmg* 
doms, that this obstade or remora may be re* 
moved out of the way ; wfao, we foresee, otber» 
wise wìll be no small impediment to ns and the 
gnde design we have nndertaken. He is not 
only no friend to us, and to the goremment of 
our church, but he is also no weU-wisher to lus 
Excellency, whom you and we ali bare eaose to 
love and nononr ; and ìf he be permitted to go 
on in bis way s, it may, I fear, endanger the whoJo 
business ; therefore we are to arrise of some 
course to be taken for prevention o£ that mi»» 
dàeù You ken very weel the aceocd 'twii^ ikt 
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tirH IdnfddiiiS) «ad tli^ mnon by tìie SoleniB 
lidagne and OÓveiuwt ; and if ony be «n incm* 
Hmy b«tw«0n die twa nations» how- he is to be 
pfooeeded against. Now the matter is wherem 
w» deaire your opinions, what vou tak the mean** 
ro% of ibis wcml inoendiary to be ? And whe^ei; 
lienteniMit-Geiieral Cromwdl be not aio ati in* 
Mndiiury as ia meaat thereby ? And whilke way 
wad be beat to tak to prooeed against him, if he 
be proTed to be aio an incendiary, and that 
will oUp hia winga from soaring, to the preju-> 
Ace of our canae ? Now you niay ken that by 
Inir law in Scotland, ve 'clepe him an inoendiary 
vAxat kindleth eoals of contention, and raiseth 
difierencea in the state to the pnblio damage, and 
he is iamqwnm pMicus hottie patrite» Whether 
your lair be the sanie ornot» yen ken best who 
ara mickle leamed therein. And therefare, wtth 
Ae faronr of bis Bxoellency, tre deaìre yonr 
jndgment in theae pointa.' ** 
• WhitebMikey kwring been reqaested by Lord 
Bk^c to gire hia opinion» after a short pream* 
ble> replied in theae terms : <^ The aense of the 
word ineendiary ia the aame wìth ns as bis lord«- 
fihip hath ezpresaed it to be by the law of fieot» 
hmày one tbsU raiseth the fire of eontention in a 
filate, and so it is taken in the aooord between the 
taro kngdcans. Whether lieutaiant^Genend 
ClromweU be such an inoendiary between theae 
two kingdoms, as is meant by this word» cannot 
'he known but by proofs of ms partìcnlar words 
or actions, tending to the kindling of this fire of 
49ent6ntion betwixt the two natiòna, and ranìng 
ef difibretieea between ns. If it dòth not a^ 
f»ear by proofs that he hath donethia^ thenke ia 
o 2 
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not an incendiarf , nor to be proceeded Bgtiast 
for it by tbe Parliament upon bis being there 
aocnsed for those tbings. TbÌ8 I take fòr » 
groimii tbat my Lord-General, and my Lorda 
the Commissìonerg for Scotland, (being persons 
of so great bononr and andiority ag yoa are,) 
must not appear in any buginess, especially of 
OH aoeusation, but sucb ag yoa gball gee bef«re* 
band will be clearìy made ont, and to be brongbt 
to the effect intended. Otherwige for mich per* 
song ag you are to begìn a bngiaesg of thig weigbty 
and not to bave it go prepared beforehand as to 
be certain to carry it, but to pnt it to a donbtfìal 
trial, in cage it gnoiAd not gucoeed ag you ex» 
pect, but tbat you gbould be foiled in it, it wonld 
refiect upon your great bonour and wisdmn. 
Next, ag to the pergon of bìm wbo ig to be acv 
cuged ag an incendiary, it will be fit, in my 
humble opinion, to oongider big pregent condi« 
tion, and parts, and intereat in the Parlianiait», 
(wherein Afr Maynard and mygelf, by our con* 
gtant attendance in tbe Houae of Coimiiong, are 
tbe more capable to gire an account to yo«r 
lordsbipg,) and for Mb interegt in the anny, 
«ome bononrable peraong bere pregent, big £z« 
cellency'g officerg, are begt aUe to inform yovr 
lordgbipg. ItakeLientenant-Gen^ralCramwdl 
to be a gentleman of quidc and gubtle parts, 
and one who hath, egpecially of late, gained no 
amali interegt in the House of Commong, nor ig 
vanting of friends in the Bongo of Peers» nor 
of abilities in himself, to manage bis own part, 
or defence, to the beat advantage. Ifthigbeeo^ 
my lordg, it wiU be more reqnigite to be well 
prepared against bìm bef ore he be brongfat upon 
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answentble to yonr expectations." * 

We are informed by the game anthor, that 
-HoUis and Stapleton, with some other enaniet 
of Gromwell, eatered eagerly into the qvesticmy 
and mentioned some partieolar words and ao« 
tions which might be siiccessfully employed to 
prore that he was an active and most dangerous 
incendìary. In opposition to Whitelocke» toO| 
liiey insisted that lus interest in the House was 
ROt so great as it had been represented ; and 
they conduded by expressing their readiness, 
chonld it be thonght expedient, to come for- 
ward as bis accosers in lìie £ftce of the Pftrlia* 
ment. But the Soottish Commissioners dedined 
to proceed in a matter at once so delicate and 
Juusardons» nntil means were nsed to collect evi- 
dence on the leading artides of the eharge ; and 
In this resolntion ali the odier individnak pre* 
aent at length concurred. 

Whitelocke remarks, he had reason to sns* 
pect that some false brethren who were pre« 
sent, informed Cromwell of ali that had passed. 
Thongh <^ he took no notioe of any partieolar 
passages at that timo» yet he seemedmore kind 
to me and Mr Maynard, than he had been for« 
merly ; and carried on bis design more actirely of 
naking way for bis own adyantage."f Tnere 

• Whitdocke's Memorials, p. 126. 

f Anthony Wood says, " In I644i, when Robert Earl 
<if Essex was about to proye OIìtcì* Cromwell an Inccn- 
diary, Whitelocke gavehnn, the said Oliver, timely notica 
ef tìie dMign, (he bemi; priyy to it,) and dianoeforth he 
hecame very graeiou* with thai moet active pereon, who 
with his party were yery wilUng to engagé him aa fiur ài 
they could to them.*' 
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i« no dmiUf thàt diis wm Ae erisii òf ÙBrtnfn 
&te, and that ìt prompted him to the decisive 
measure by which he was enabled to wìeld the 
power of the whole army, command the Parìii^ 
ment» take the life of the King, change the fona 
of adjnìnistration, and render himsejf the auto* 
orat of the Britiih empire. 

Finding that his ìntentiomi oonld he no long^nr 
ooBceaIed, and that hìs opponents were deter* 
BÙned to use against him the very weapons 
vfaich he himself had been aeonstomed to em*» 
ploy, he resolved» by one bold step, to deprire 
them for eTer of the means of thwarting his in-» 
teresta, or of defeating bis plans. Relying upon 
the aotivity of bis friends m the Lower House, 
he demounoed bis oonunandingwofficer as Mse 
to the trust whieh Parliament hadreposed in hini^ 
and suggested an expedient for seouring the 
welfEtfe of the nation in fatare against the in* 
difference of lukewarm fnends, and the selfidi 
designs of the aristoaraoy. In short, he pro- 
posedthe 8elf-<denying Ordinanee, the object of 
which wma, to dbqualif y every person who heid 
a seat in eithw House tbr disohaigìng any other 
office, whether railitaiy or civil, with the ex-* 
e^tion of a few in the latter department, whieh 
were partioularly spedfied. 

The reader of Cromwdl's history wffl perù 
ceive that by bis ambition he repeatedly placed 
himself in circumstances which feft to bim only 
the painful alternative of falling a victim to his 
own devices, or of sacrificing others for his safety» 
At a later period, when the death of the King 
beeame a subject of deliberation, he dlscovered, 
H was said, that either his owu head, or that of 
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C3i«rl6i!i, móst fall to the ground; «nd, in suck 
a GMe, he ìmaffined that no one could blam» 
him for the decision which he adopted. In the . 
present conjunctnre of a^BEurs, it was evident to 
ali that the officerà who had hitherto command- 
ed against his Majesty, were no longer dispo* 
sed to prosecnte the war, but ratiier to pavé the 
way for an amicable adjnstment of the differ* 
ences between him and his subjects. Had thia 
pian succeededy Cromwell and his amociateB 
vere perfectly aware that, eren upon the most 
fiiTonrable arrangement, they wonld be compell- 
ed to return to their former insiffnificance, and 
thereby not only to facrifice ali me adrantagea. 
which they possessed, but also to forego the 
brilliant proapects which were already opening» 
up to them in the erent of a proaperoua tenni- 
nation of hostilities. 

In his opposition to Manchester and Essex^ 
therefore, the Lieutenant-General represented 
a strong party in the Commons, who dreaded 
nothing so mnch as a peace with the royalists* 
One of their nnmber observes, that ^^ if a war 
of this nature must be determined by treaty» 
and the King left in the exercise of his royal 
authority, after the utmost violation of the laws^ 
and the greatest calamities brought upon the 
peoploy it doth not appear to me what secnrity 
can be given to them (the nation) for the future 
enjoyment of their rights and privileges'; nor 
with what prudence wise men can engagé witk 
the Parliament, who being, by practice at least» 
liable to be dìssolved at pleasure, are thereby 
rendered unable to protect themselves, or such 
as take up arm9 under their autliority» ìf, after 
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infinite hirdshipt vaà haamxùa of thefar llvatf «ad 
Mtates, they mufit £el11 nnder the power of a 
wrovoked enemy» who» being once re^established 
m hif former authorìty, wiU neter want means 
to revenge bimself upon ali those who, iu de-* 
fsnoe of the rights and privUegeg of the nation» 
ady^ture to resist Mm in his illegal and arbU 
tisary proceedings." * 

. Infloenced by these rìews, and having no 
Ipnger any doiiht as to the intentions of .the 
noble GeneralB, the Commons listened wìth a 
dec^ interest to the charge whioh OromweU 
brought against the Earl of Mancheater. The 
accuiation pointed chiefly to the a&ir of Den« 
nington ca«tle, in which the remisanets of the 
iqonunander exoited no amali degree of surpriae 
and anapieion. In fact» the House, on the Sàd of 
November, made an order that on the Mon« 
day foUowìng) the Lieutenant*<6eneral and Wal* 
ler ahould dedare their whole knowledge and 
Information reapecting the late prooeeduiga of 
the oonjoined armiea. The subatanoe of th» 
atatement made by the former of theae officerà^ 
baa been already given ; reflecting ohiefly on the 
auppoaed reluotanoe of Mancheater to. end the 
var by the aword, and oonveying an inainuation 
Àat he uraa more deairoua to conciliate than to. 
aubdue the party which fought for the King*- 
Whitelooke remarka, that Gromwell'a narrative' 
gare great aatiafaction to the aaaemUy to whom 
it waa addreaaed. 

Three da^a afterwarda the Earl entered upon 
bis defence in the Honae of Peera ; in die coorae 

• lMàì»w, voh ir p. ia8« 
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of wMdb he aécaséd Crmnirell of bemg^ by Ut 
tardiness and disaffection, the prineìpal cause 
irhy the King had been allowed to cajry off hit 
erdnance from Dennington cattlei witnout the 
hazard of a battle, It arose, Manchester alle*> 
ged, <^ from his not obeying orders^ who being 
commanded^as Lieutenant-General of the borse, 
to he ready at such a place, by such an honr, 
early in the moming, carne not till the afteiv 
noon; and bymany particnlars, made it cleat 
to have been only his fault."* He added, that 
for his own part, as he was inexperienced in 
war, he had done nothing without the adirìce of 
his prìncipal officers, of whom the first that dis- 
«uadedhim from fighting, was 8ir Arthur Hasle- 
rìg, (an individuai whom Cromwell meant te 
adduce as a witness to prove his cfaarge,) ** and/' 
says he, << I must acknowledge that Lieutenant- 
Oeneral Cromwell was soEisible of a contradio- 
tion in this particular, as, when there was but an 
Information of such areport cast out at random, 
that I had acted without the advice of the counell 
of war, he professed that he was a villain and 
liar that could affirm any such thing.''f 

Not satisfied with this verbal recriminatioit, 
his lordship drew^ up a narrative, in which he 
embodied chaz^es' of a more serious nature 
against Cromwell ; stating that hemeditated the 
most dangerous innovations, the objects of which 
were, to abolish the House of Lords, and even 
to put an end to the peerage aìtogether ; to dis- 
solve the coalition between the two nations ; to 
break up the Assembly of Divines ; andto r{0se 

* HoUis, IH 9^' . t lUuhwerUi, v<)L ?. p. 133. 
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fut ariny oompoBed of men deroted to his into- 
rests, wlio would extort from both King* and Par- 
liament whatever conditions they mìght tbink 
proper to demand. There are particular expre»- 
sions clted, in relation to this point, wbich seem 
worthy of being mentioned. At one time Crom- 
well baving proposed some scheme to wbich it 
seemed improbable tbat Parliament wonld ac- 
oede, be insisted npon tbe expedìency of bis 
measure, and said to Mancbester, '^ My Lord» 
if you will Btick finn to bonest men, you sball 
soon find yourself at the bead of an army wbich 
sball give law to both Kiag and Parliament.*' 
<< Tbis discourse/' continued tbe Earl, " made 
tbe greater impression on me, becanse I knew 
tbe Lientenant-General to be a man of very deep 
designa ; and be has even ventured to teli me^ 
tbat it never would be well witb England till I 
were Mr Montagne, and tbere were ne'er a lord 
or peer in the kingdom." * 

In due conrse the Lords communicated to 
the Commons a copy of tbe defence made by the 
Earl, as well as ms recrimination upon the ae- 
cond in command, But the Lower House, in- 
stead of ìnvestigating tbe charge, appointed a 
committee to enquire whetber it were not a 
breach of privilege, and eontrary to the fund»- 
mental oonstitntion of Parliament, tbat an ac- 
cusation against one of tbeir members sbould be 
originated by tbe Peers ? A discnssion on this 
point of form occupied the attention of both 
Houses until tbe 9th of Decomber ; on wbich 
day the CSommons baving resolred tbemselres 

• CkHreiidoii, toL ▼• p. 502. 
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ifltò tt grand committee, ** to coùsider òf the sud 
condition of the kìngdom by the continnance of 
the wtir, there was a general sOence for a good 
space of time, manj looking npon one another 
to see who wonld break the ice, and epeak first 
on so tender and sharp a point* Amongst whoni 
Oliver Cromwell stood np, and spoke briefly to 
this effect : * That it was now a time tò ìipeal^ 
or for ever to hold the tongue, the important 
occasion being no less than to save a nation ont 
of ableeding, nay ahnost dying condition, whlch 
the long continnance of the war had already 
bronght it into ; so that, withont a more vigox'- 
ons, speedy, and effectual prosecution of thè 
war, casting off ali lingering proceedings, lìkè 
soldiers of fortune beyond sea to dpin ont a 
ivar, we shall make the kingdoni weary òf ns, 
and hate the name of a Parliament. Por what 
do the enemy say ? Nay, what do many say that 
ivere friends at the beginning of the Parlisi 
ment? Even this, that the members of both 
Hoases have got great places and commands, 
and the sword into their hands ; and what by 
interest in Parliament, and what by power in 
the army, ivill perpetually continue themselves 
in rrandenr, and not permit the war speedily to 
end, lest their own power shonld determine witfa 
ìt. This I speak bere to oor own faces ; it is biit 
what others do ntter abroad behind onr backs. I 
amfar from reflecting on any ; I know the worth 
of those commanders, members of both Houses^ 
who are yet in power. But if I may speak iny 
consdence withont reilecting npon any, I ^ 
conceive, that if the army he not pnt into an- 
other method; and tha war mafv vigoroiiily prò- 
voi#. u p 
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Éecuted, the people can bear the war no longvr» 
and will enforce you to a dìshononrable peaee. 
But this I would recommend to your prudenee, 
not to insist upon any complaint or oversigiit 
of any commander-in-chief, upon any occasion 
whatsoever, for as I must acknowledge myself 
giiilty of oversightSy so I know they can be 
rarely avoided in military afifairs ; therefore, 
waving a strict enquiry ìnto the causes of these 
things, let us apply ourselves to the remedy 
which Ì8 moBt necessary ; and I hope we bave 
«uch true English hearts and zeaious a£Pections 
towards the general weal of our mother coun- 
try, as no members of either House wìll scruple 
themselves and their own private interests fbr 
the public good ; nor account it to be a disho- 
nour done to them, whatever the Parliament 
shall resolve upon in this weighty matterà " * 

The argument of Cromwell was opposed by 
severa! members, and esjpecially by Whìtelocke, 
who pointed out the injnstice and practical in- 
convenience of the intended ordinance. He con- 
tended that, if it were thought expedient for the 
public service that any of the officers at present 
in command should be removed irom the army, 
the wishes of the House should be made known 
to them plainly and candidly. " Let them bave 
what they deserve — ^your thanks for their for- 
mer good services — and they will not be ofFend- 
ed that you, having no more work for them, do 
lay them aside with honour. But to do a busi- 
ness df this nature by a side wind, ìs, in my 
humble opinion, not so becoming your honour 

* Fbrliameatsry Histoiy, toL xiti. p* Sìò* 
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and wisdooii, as plainness and gravity, wUcli are 
«Kmaments to your action»." He then alluded 
to the example of the Greeks and Romanfl, 
amoBgst yrhomy the greatest offices in peace and 
lear were conferred npon their senators ; who^ 
baving a deep private interest in the paUic wel- 
fare, were less Ukely than meaner men to betray 
làeir trust ; luid having a perfect knowledge of 
the intentions of govemment, were thereby bet^ 
ter qualified to perform their dutìes in the fidd* 
But the speech of the lawyer made no impresa 
8Ì09 on the members, the majority of whom 
were decidedly in j&vonr of the change su^est^ 
ed by CromweU. It was accordinglv resolved 
on the foUowing day, That during the timo of 
tbis war, no member of either House shall bave 
or execute any office or command military or 
CÌVÌI9 granted or conferred by both or either of 
Ae two Honses of Parliament, or any authority 
derived from both or either of the Honses; and 
that an ordinance he brought in accordingly.* 

On the 19th December, the said ordinance 
passed the House of Conunons, and was order- 
ed to be sent to the Lords for their concurrenca 
A motion had been made in the commìttee to 
exempt the Earl of Essex from the operation of 
the law, which was n^^tived by a small major- 
ity ; and it is worthy <^ remark, as showing the 
pecnliar influence wnence the whole scheme prò» 
ceeded, that the national covenant was no long^ 
er to be nsed as a test for those who held or 
executed any public office. The Upper House 

* Journak of Commons* Whitelocke's Memorials, p, 
119. Far. His^ toL xiU. p. 437. 
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éemwtad not a little m to the miuii p^tbimifi 
pf the aew statate, as it aot only deprìyed them 
9f Bearly ali the power una hoaour which he* 
Ipnged to their order, but inflicted upon them 
un iacapacity which did not extend to aoy other 
body of men. They, therefore, after some poh* 
ferencea with the Gonunoiis, rejected the ordì* 
Haaoe on the 15th Jaimary, 1645. Meautime» 
the pian for new modelUng the army was brought 
ibrward by the committee of botb kingdoms» 
proposìng tbat the military force should eonsist 
cif 7600 borse» and 14,400 in&ntry^ aud he pia* 
ced under the command of Sir Thomai Faij:£»3c« 
assisted by M^or-GenersI Skippoii< The Peerg 
again besitated, aad wonld perìiaps, had there 
beeQ aay prospect of success, bave yeutured on 
a direct opposition ; but beiog conscious of tbeir 
weakness, aud apprehensive, it is i>robable, of 
a severer blow aimed at their privìleges, tbey 
oonteuted tbemselTes with a few amendments. 
Their sauotiou was obtained about the middle 
«f February ; aud ou the 3d of Aprii following, 
^hey passed, with slightmocUfioations, the Setf* 
iSenyingOrdiuanee itself ; soon after which, the 
Lords EsseiK, Mauchester» Warwick, and Dea- 
bigh, resigned their commìssions. 

By the new model, Sir Thomas Fair£u: was 
not only appointed commauder*in-chief, but also 
ijiTested with the power of nominating ali the 
^fficers under him, and with the execution of 
marttal law. No m^ition is made of the King's 
authority, nor ia any dause for the preservation 
of bis person inserted in the ordinance ; but the 
general is dlrected to << lead bis armies agaìnst 
ali and singnlar enemies, rebels» traitors, and 
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other like offenderà, and every of their adtie-^ 
rents, and with them to figbt; and them to in- 
vade, resist, repress, subdue, pursne, slay, kill, 
and pnt in execution of death by ali ways and 
means.'** 

As Cromwell owed to tbis memorable inno- 
yation, tbe rapid rìse wbicb be immediately af- 
terwards made to |)ower, politicai and milìtary, 
it bas become a qnestion among bistorians, wbe- 
tber be conld anticipate sncb effects as likely to 
result from it, and wbetber be did not, in fact,' 
profess self-denial in order tbat be might gratify' 
bis ambition in tbe bigbest points to wbicb it bad 
aspired. In forming our judgment on tbis bead, 
some weigbt is dne to tbe cbarges brougbt 
against bim by Mancbester, wbose ulterior views 
be bad once endeavonred to sound ; for it is re-* 
inarkable tbat Oliver used tbe very means, and 
aimed at tbe precise objects, wbicb were speci* 
fied in tbe EarFs narrative as sent down to tbe 
House of Commons. It may be presumed, tbere- 
fore, tbat sucb visions baa oocasionaìly floated 
before bis imagination ; and also tbat, bowever 
ìnconsìstent it may appear witb bis usuai can** 
tion, be bad revealed tbem in part to bis supe* 
rior officer, over wbom, it is admitted, be exer« 
cised a predominating influence. Tbe bint con* 
veyed in tbese words, " My Lord, if you will 
«tick fimi to bonest men, you sball soon find 
Tourself at tbe bead of an army wbicb sball give 
law to botb King and Parliament," contains tbe 
substance of tbe crooked policy wbicb Cromwell 
bimself afterwards employed, and by wbicb be 

* Brodie*8 History of tlie British Empire, toI. ili. p. 
539. 
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90011 eSeeM ali tìie oljjects oa whieh bit dmAg. 
apirit had fixed ita deairev. 

It ia deaerviikg of attention, too, that hì% 
flriends had already tried to ge% the chief com^ 
mand of Manchester*s army transferred to him 
fi;om that noblomau^, and that thìa attempt, which 
4id not fall to excite among the Preabyteriaiia 
% great degree of alarm aud snapicion, waa noi 
Tdinqniah^ until they were deaerted by every 
^pearaace of aneceaa. But there ia a circum« 
stunco which provea atill more clearly that the 
partiaana of Cromwell intended that he ahould 
•oonpy a high atatìon in the army, even after the 
^nactment of the aelf-denying atatute ; namely, 
tihat in appoìnting officerà for the new model, 
they loft the place of lieutenant-general vacant. 
Sir Thomaa Fairfai^ was nomiaated to the chief 
^mmandi Skippon had aaaìgned to him the 
mnk and dutiea of mi^or^general ; and the namea 
«f twenty-ibur oolonela were announced aa ha* 
viBg the charge of ao many regimenta ; but no 
cpie waa aelected to oocnpy the atation of the 
aeoond in authority. It cannot reaaonably he 
donbted» aaya Mr Godwin, that there waa a ape- 
cial reaaon for keeping the name of the officer 
aecond in command in reaerve; and that reaaon, 
aa i^peared in the aeqnel, waa» that the aituatiou 
waa aeatined for CromwelL* 

Nor did the elevation of Fairfax to the firat 
plaee materially impede the progreaa of tbe fu- 
ture Pretector, or even dinaniah hia inflnence in 
the meantime. Sir Thomaa, though a brave aol- 
dieff^h^dno confidence in hia own reBohitiona,and 



^ Godwìn't lUstmj of tbo Coouaonwealtb, voL L p. 
405. 
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-wfw uiieh'beliiidd to ropese oh a More i^rotui 
ìntelleot, in ali matterà where oounsel ralhes 
than action was reqoired. The ohanicterktio 
qualities of bis mind we?e simplioity and op«nt 
nese, equally remoyed from reseive and n'om 
guile. He paid a ready homa^e to the power* 
fui talenta of Gromwell ; who, in astuming the 
office of lieuteniuit^eneral) was understomi to 
direct the movementa of the anny, and to die* 
tate the oi*dert whioh he appeared to obey. 
Slr Arthur Haalerìg la taid to have deaeribed 
Fairfax aa a oommander << hewed out of the 
block for them, fit for tbeir tum to do what« 
OTer they wiU bave hini, without oonaidering or 
being able to judge whether honourable or ho^* 
neatt" But, without adopting tbia opinion to 
tbe filli extent, it muat be admitted that the man 
who eould deoeive Ludlow and Milton, make 8 
tool of Manchester, ontwit Vane, and lead, aa if 
blindfrided) the aUeat membera of the Long 
Parliament, waa more than a match for the gen« 
tle and nnao^pecting Fairiwx. 

It haa been argued, however, that Cromwell, 
when he propoaà the Self-<lenying Ordinanoe» 
musthaTo acted from diaintereated moti^ea, both 
becauae he waa himaelf to be aubject to the 
operation of the new law, and alao, becauae, if 
it had paaaed when he firat bronght it forwardy 
aa he waa not at the moment engaged in any 
military employm^it, he could not bave found 
a pretext for oontinuing in the army. It waa 
aa bte aa tbe 37th of Fehmary, aa haa been re^ 
marked by an ingenioua writer, that he waa or- 
dered by the Parliament, which he had till then 
attended, to join Sir William Waller, that ho 
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mìglit «tfddt him in canyin^reltef toMelcomle;; 
as well as prevent leries from being made in 
that neighbonrhood for the senrìce of the King : 
hence, had the Self-denying Ordinance and that 
for the new model been passed as soon as was 
expected, both these officers, before the date 
jast mentioned, must bave been deprìved of their 
Gommands, and even rendered incapable of any 
fiimihir appointment.* 

Bttt Ì9 it not rery obvions that Cromwell conld 
hare easily removed the supposed disqnalifica- 
tion by resìgning bis seat in Parltament ; an al- 
ternative of wbich the noble generals were de- 
prìved by their hereditary rìght to a place in 
the Upper House? Besides, pretexts oonld 
never luive been ivanting to secure the services 
of an offioer so able and snccessftd. In truth, 
there is snfficient evidence on record to prove 
that an expedient was actually employed for this 
very pnrpose ; or, at ieast, that an event oocnr- 
red which was nsed as an argnment for conti- 
nning the conqneror of Marston-Moor at the 
head of bis faithful sqnadrons* *<The next 
work," says Lord Hollis, << was how again to get 
in my friend Cronoiwell ; for he was to bave the 
power, Sir Thomas Fair&x only the name, of 
general : he to he the figure, the other the 
cipher. This was so gross and diametrìcally 
against the letter of the Self-den3ring Ordinance, 
that it put them to some trouble how to brìng 
it abont. For this, Cromwell's soldiers, forsooth, 
must mutiny, and say they will bave their Crom* 



« Brodie's History of tbe Britiah Empire, toI. iii. p. 
561. 
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wqU «p they "VriJl not itìr, Yet for fliese very 
men bad Cromwell unclertaken before» wben, 
upop d^bate, tbe inconT^iiienGy wwi objected 
wbich inìght follow by discontenling the com« 
moo toldierg, wbo .would bardly be drawn to 
leave tboir old officerà and go under new, bo 
C011I4 9a^.that bis ioldiers hfi4 learned to obey 
%he Par}iainont« to go or etay, figbt or ky by tbe 
sword) on tbeir command ; wbiob I know pre- 
yailed witb » great many to gire their voto with 
tbàli ordin^nce. By tbia trick a little beginning 
iras made tQwards tbe breach of ìt» wbieb waa 
aoou made greater» For tbey oaused a report 
to be tprei4 tbat tbe Kiilg wat bending with 
bis forese» towards the Isle of £ly, which none 
oould saye but Cromwell« wbo mugt be sent ìm 
ali baate for tbat «ervioei and an order of dispen* 
lation ìM made for a very few months» but with 
Vttob protestations of tbat party tbat this waa 
Qqly for tbat e:i(ìgeney, and tbat for tbe world 
tbey wonld not Iwve the ordinance impeaohed» 
aa Mr ^Ucitor aaid* and tbat if nobody would 
move for the cailing bim home at the expiration 
of tbat time, he would. But aU tbis waa to guU 
the House, Mr Solioitor foi^ot Jiis proteata* 
tion, and.befol^ tbat was out there is anotber 
arder for more montbs^ and so renewed £rom 
tlm/e to timo, tbat at last their great oommander 
Ì8 rireted in the army, and co fast rìveted, as, 
itfter ali bis orders of eontinuance were at an 
end, he would keep bis eommand stili, which he 
has dono for soTeral months, and does yet, not- 
witbstanding that ordinance» without any order 
at ali of the House for it."* 

* HoUù* Memoirs, p. 3^. 
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Thst Aere was a mntiny in CromweU'fl re* 
giment on the occasioB alluded to by HoUis, isr 
placed beyond ali doubt, by an entry made in 
the Journal of the Commons, on the 20th of 
March, 1645, where we find, « the humble peti^ 
tion of the soldiers of Lieutenant-General Crom-» 
well, acknowledgìng the heinonsness of theìr 
offence in refusing to march with Sir William 
Waller into the west." Then follows a resoln- 
tion << that this Honse doth accept of the ac- 
knowledgment and submission of the said eoi- 
diers, and do admit them into their former good 
opinion and favonr.*' It must bare been eariy 
in March that the Lieutenant-General assmned 
the personal command of bis borsemen in the 
west, as we find bim immediately afterwards 
leading them against the enemy at different 
towns in Somersetshire, while Waller occnpìed 
the maritime parts of Dorset* In the course of 
Aprii he retumed towards the north ; at which 
timo Essex, Manchester, and the other Generak 
having, in compliance with the Self-denying Or* 
dinance, resigned their commissions, he is said 
to bare repaired to Windsor, where Fairfax was 
qnartered, to kiss the General's band, and take 
leave of the anny. At this criticai moment, says 
the BXLthor of Anfflia BedivivOy ** intbeìnorning, 
ere he was come forth of bis chamber, those 
commands, than which he thonght of notlnng 
less, came to bim from the committee of botb 
kingdoms," in virtue of which he marched to* 
wards Worcester, to intercept a convoy prò* 
ceeding to Oxford, and to shut np the royalists 
within the walls of that city. 

It would appear, too> that so &r down as the 
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ndddle of May, the new gyatem had not been 
extended to ali the regiments in the servioe of 
Farliament ; for we find that about the period 
m^w gpecifiedy the committee of the anny were 
desired by the House, << to consider what sums 
of money are fit to he provided for that party of 
horse and foot under the conunand of Lieu- 
tenant-General Cromwell, and Major- General 
Browne> which is not withìn the new modeL 
But on the lOth of June, a letter was read in 
the Commons from Sir Thomas Fairfax, and 
diverse of the chief officers of bis army, dated 
at Sherrington two days before, ' desiring that 
Lieutenant- General Cromwell might commaud 
the horse in chief, in Sir Thomas Fùrfax bis 
army.' Wbereupon it was resolved, that Sir 
Thomas Faiifax be desired, if he thinks fit, to 
appoint Lieutenant-General Cromwell to com- 
mand the horse under Sir Thomas Fairfax, as 
Lieutenant-General, during such time as this 
House shall please to dispense with bis attend- 
ance; and that Sir Thomas Widdrington pre- 
pare a letter to be signed by Mr Speaker, and 
forthwith sent to Sir Thomas Falrfax, to ao- 
quaint him of this vote.*' * 

In this manner was completed the very poli- 
tic scheme by which the popular party at once 
prevented the return of peace, and secured the 
ascendency of their own interests, as well as the 
temporary depression of the Peerage and of the 
Crown. To e£Pect these objects, no pian could 
bave proved more effectual than that of placing 
Cromwell at the head of the army. He was 

• JoaniaU; M^y 11* Juae 10. 



an eii«my to half measnrefl ; and he dreaded thè 
restoration of royal power, as an erent whicli 
was not only to blast ali his prospects of personal 
e^grandisement, but to defeat the hitentions of 
his dearest friend», and perhaps expose them tò 
thè vengeance of the court. But it is manifes^ 
at the same time, that £rom this moment, the 
fate of the King was sealed. No terms which 
eould he proposed as the basis of a settlement, 
would bave satisfied the two great parties, or 
protected the one against the power and snspi- 
cions of the other. Henceforth the sword alone 
was to determine whether England was any 
longer to hold a place among monarchies, or to 
nndergo the experiment of a republican govem- 
ment. 

In the ascendency of Cromwell as a snccess- 
ful soldier, was exemplified that result which at 
one perìod or another ineritably takes place in 
ali revolutions. A man fVom among the people, 
withont titles,lands, or privìleges, and whose in- 
terests bave become connected with the progress 
of the innovation, starts up to direct the course 
of events ; and, without any regard to the ori- 
ginai object of the quarrel, arails himself of the 
passions which bare been thereby excited, leads 
on the multitude to accomplish his prirate pur- 
poses, and at length imposes upon their necks 
a heavier and more galling yoke than that whidi 
they bave just shaken off. At this timo, and 
instructed as we are by the page of history, 
every friend of liberty must regret that Crom- 
well was made an exception to the otherwise 
unlìmited operation of the Self-denying Ordi- 
nance. It Imd been better for the Parliament to 
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have BufPered a material risk as to the prosper- 
OU8 conclnsion of tbe war, than to bave employed 
so dangerous an instrument. But at the period 
of which we are treating, not one of them dis- 
trusted the prìnciples or motives of the Lieu- 
tenant-General ; and it woiild haye appeared aa 
little lesa than roin to the incipient common- 
wealth, to lay aside the man who, above ali 
others, was hest fitted to render her canse vic- 
torious. 

In short, were there any doubt that the Self- 
denying Ordinance was meant to serve a parti- 
cnlar purpose, it might he removed by the fact 
that Cromwell, after he had thereby tmmed óut 
the aristocratical generals, contriyed soon after- 
wards to bave several of the chief oificers of the 
army elected members of the House of Com- 
mons, who at once occupied their seats, and re- 
tained their commands» But the consideration 
whichmost strongly confirms this view, is found- 
^d on the remarkable circumstance already men- 
tioned, that when the troops of the new model 
were supplied with an ests^olishment of officerà, 
the appointment of Lieutenant-Genend, or se- 
eond in command, was not fiUed up ; it was re- 
served for the hero of Marston-Moor. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Cantaining an OuUine of Ptiblic Affairsjfram 
éke perkfd cf the Seìf-denying Ordinancey to 
the Surrender tf hi8 Majesty by the Scoù to 
Ae English ParHamenL 

The new forni into wWch the army was cast, 
opened np fbr Cromwell a wide path to the ac- 
complishment of ali his purposes. In redu- 
cing the old reg^ments, pains were taken to 
fielect for the hattalions of the new model snch 
officerà and soldiers as were most likely to com- 
ply with his views in the stili greater innova- 
tions which he nieditated. The rigid Presby- 
terians were dismissed, and their places filled 
by Independents ; men whose fanatical humonrs 
conld he more easily excited by the Lieutenant- 
General, who, in tms respect, was ever ready 
to snpply the defects of military discipline by 
the more e£Pectual aids of preaching and prayer. 

Bnt while the Parliament was engaged in 
these preparations for war, an attempt was made 
by commissioners from the King and from the 
two Houses at Westminster, to nee'otiate a peace. 
The meeting took place at Uxori dge, on the 
SOth of January, 1645, in compliance with the 
wìshes of the moderate on both sides; who were 
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weary of hostilitìes^ rather thaa firom aay ex- 
pectation entertained by the leaden of either 
party that the treaty would be attended with a 
Buocessftil isiue. The main points sabmittod to 
discufision were the Chorchy the Militìa, aad 
Ireland; and the period for ddiberation was 
limited to twenty days* Twenty-six proposi- 
tions, drawn np to as to give mutuai satufao- 
tion to the insm^pentB of B^gland aad Seotland, 
had been presented to the King at Oxford, on 
the month of November prece£iig $ and these, 
put into the hands of the Parliamentary Com- 
missioners at Uxbridffey were dedared to be the 
obIt basis on whìch the people conld treat witii 
their sovereign. 

As to religioni it is well known that the 
legislatorg of Westminster had, the year before, 
saiictioned a Presbyterian Directory of puUic 
worship, in place of the Litargy, and had eren 
agreed upon seyeral points of ecclesiasticid polity 
tsubversive of the eetablished church : to these 
they required the King's eongent, as well m to 
the acts for abolishing E^iscopacy, and for eon- 
stituting the Assembly of Divines. The royal 
commissioners were authorized to propose a 
modìfied form of Episcopal government, by 
which the bishops should be precludedfrom ex- 
erdsing any part of their wonted jnrisdictioni 
withont the eoncnrrence of a certain nnmber of 
presbyters to be chosen by the dergy of thcfc 
dioceses. But no conoession that md not im- 
ply a fall establishment of the Presbyteriaa 
church, could be receired by the other fBrtf^ 
who, on this head, were deprired of ali wacre- 
tionary power. They were farther insteucted 
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to intuttiiat die Sdemn Leagae and Coyenaut 
should be renderei obligatory throaghout the 
whole kingdom, and signed even by Charles 
binuelf. His Majeety'fl representativet replied, 
that he conld not conscìentiously give wa^ to 
tiie proposed change in the religious worship of 
ihe nation, bnt that he wonld wìUinffly grant 
every reasonaUe indulgence to those who might 
bave scruples to join it ; and consent, ntoreovery 
that LJOD^ODO towards the liquidation of the 
public debt> should be ndsed on the property of 
the church. 

The second point, ^rhichrespected the power 
of the sword, presented difficulties neither fewer 
nor less insuperable than the question of eccle- 
siastical oonstitution. The King proposed that 
the right of appointing officers to the army and 
navy should be confided for three years to 
twenty commissioners, ten of whom were to be 
nominated by himself, and the other ten by the 
Parliameut ; on condition that, at the end of the 
period just stated, the usuai authority vested in 
the crown, should revert undiminished to him 
or to his heirs. To this the other party would 
not accede; on the eontrary, they demanded 
that the power in question should be continued 
to the two Houses for seven years from the 
eondusion of this treaty, or for uiree years after 
the establishment of a firm and durable peace, 
• and then to be permanently defined and disposed 
of by act of Parliameut. As this proposition was 
obyionsly meant to depriye Charles, during his 
whole Ufe, of the most efficient artide of his pre- 
rogatiye, it is not surprising that his commission- 
ers should haye met it with a dedded refiuaL 
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Tke. flfflibs of Irelatid fippearnot to Imre en^ 
M^ed tlife iMBe ^ttgf&6 isif ftttention ^pniidi wtt 
beì^wed npen the anny ftnd the chnrcli. In 
tnith, the renewid of the war in that country 
«oold only haye been resolred troon in the erent 
-of a finioGessfhi terlnina^n to the treaty on the 
part of the sectaries ; who, in prosecutinff hosli- 
lities B^inst the Roman Cathoìies, were influen- 
eed more by religìons motires, than by consider* 
ationa of poficy. But tbe F^liament had be- 
sìdes reserred a bitter potion for the King in 
the panishment and proscription of Us most 
dìstingnished adherents, wbich they laiew weÙ 
be wonld not oonsent to swallow, as long as bo 
had the power of resistance. In the exceptiontt 
from pardon embodied in one of their proposi- 
tions, were specially metitioned forty or bis 
English friends, and nineteen belonging to Scot^ 
land ; together with ali such of the latter king- 
dom as nad concnrred in the rotes at Oxford 
against tbat conntry^ or been concemed in tbé 
insnrrection nnder Montrose and Iiìs partisans. 
In addition to this, they insisted that ali judgecTy 
lawyers, bishops^ and otber public fnnctionaries 
wbo had deserted the Parliament, sbould be 
rendered for erer incapable of exercising tbeir 
respective office», and that a third part of theii^ 
estateg sbonld be fbrfeìted to the piu)lic for pay- 
ment of tbe national debt. As to ali other dle- 
lin^nents, they demanded that a tentb part of 
then- property, if it exceeded L.200 in ralue, or 
even the naif of that smn if they had actually 
carried arms, shonld likemse be «ei2ed for pn&i 
lic nses. 

In a word, neitSier iOng nor ParEament ex» 
q2 
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p6cted> and it is eqnally certain that neither de* 
siredy the accompUshment of this celebrated 
treaty, in the peculiar circiunstanees in whicii 
they were relatively pkced at the period when 
its deliberationg commenced. Eacn looked for 
a favourable cbange in the aspect of affairs. 
The popular party were abont to prepare for 
the field an army which they knew would bare 
no other object but conquest, and the final eftta^ 
blishment of their power. Charles, on the other 
band, was not witnout hope that the anns of 
Montrose in Scotland, and a powerful reinforee- 
ment of soldiers from the sister island, would 
.enable him in the spring to meet bis enemies 
on equal tenns, and to recover, during the fiiim* 
mer of 1645, ali that he had lost in the courae 
of the late campaìgn. 

Dr Wellwood tells a story, which has been 
repeated by the author of the Criticai History of 
the Life of Cromwell, the object of which is to 
account for the failure of the treaty of Uxbridge, 
on the supposition that Charles would bave 
yielded to the demands of the parliamentary 
commissioners, had he not received, during the 
negotiations, a letter from the Marquis of Mon- 
trose, dissuadìng him from ali concessions. We 
are told, on tms authority, that the Earl of 
Southan^pton, who is representedas having been 
éxtremely desirous for an accommodation, had 
posted to Oxford, where he fell at the feet of 
the King, and entreated him to accept the prò- 
posals òffered by the enemy, at whatever ex* 
pense it might be to bis personal feelìngs. His 
Majesty is said to bave consented, and to bave 
eyen promieed to sign a warrant to tbat effect 
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Olì tlie following nìomiiig ; but, it is added, that, 
in the course of the niffht, he altered his resolu- 
tion and beeame as ìnnexible as ever. 

^^ The anhappy oocaflion of this change>*' ab- 
aerves the Doctor,^ << has hitherto lain a secret in 
lustory, and might have continued euch Btill, if 
a letter from the Marquis of Montrose in Scot- 
land, of which I have seen a copy, under the 
Duke of Riehmond's hand, did not givo a soffi- 
cient light into it.'' The reader may he pleased 
to pemse a part of the communication now al- 
laded to, as there can he no donbt, whatever 
tmth there may he in Wellwood's anecdote, 
that it produoed a consìderable impression on 
the mind of the King* '' Let me humbly en- 
treat yonr Majesty's pardon if I presume to 
write you my poor thoughts and opinion about 
what I heard oy a letter I received from my 
friends in the south last week, as if your Ma- 
jesty was entering into a treaty with your rebel 
Parliament in Enghtnd. The success of your 
arms in Scotland does not more rejoice my heart, 
than that news from England is Uke to break it. 
The more your Majesty grants, the more will 
he asked ; and I bave too much reason to know 
that they will not rest satisfied with less than 
making your Majesty a king of Straw. Forgile 
me to teli your Majesty, that, in my poor opi- 
nion, it is unworthy of a king to treat with re- 
bel subjects^ while they bave the sword in their 
hands. As to the state of affairs in this king- 
dom, the bearer will fiilly inform your Majesty 

• Weflwood*8 Memoira, pp. 63, 308. A short Critle»! 
Reriew of the Life of Oliver Cromweil, pp. 117, 260, 
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in everj partìeular. And gire me lettre, irlth 
ali humilit j, to assnreyoor Majesty timt, Ihrougli 
Grod's blessing, I am in the fairest way to re^ 
duce thifl kingdom to yonr Majetty's obedience. 
And if tlie measures I bave concerted wìtb yonr 
otber loyal snbjects fail me not, which tbey 
bardly can, I donbt net bnt before tbe end m 
tbis flummer, I sball be able to come to yonr 
Majesty's assistanee with a brare army ; whìcb, 
backéd with tbe jnstìoe ofyonr Majesty's cause, 
wìll make tbe rebels in Emgland as well ai in 
Scotland, feel tbe just rewards of rebdHon * 

The King, for otber reasons, was by no means 
inclined to come to terms with the Pariiament, 
and more especially because be knew the lead- 
ing members of tbe Lower Honse had resolved 
to proseente the war. He conld noi bave re- 
mained ignorant of the important motion made 
in the Commons by Cromwell on the 9th of the 
foregoing December, of which the oWect was to 
deprive m the friends of monarchy of the power 
formerly possessed by them in the persona of 
Essex, Manchester, and Denbìgh, of sbeathing 
the sword whensoever the cause of a ration^ 
liberty might appear to bare been vindicated. 
Tbe only chance, therefore, which remained to 
bim of negotiating a peace on a footing of eqnal- 
ity depended upon the fortune of war ; and to 
that, however madeqfuate bis means and relnc- 
tant bis snpporters were become, he was de- 
termined to trust, during the course of another 
campaign. 

Tne new model seems to bave been completed 
nnder the direction of Cromwell, who, it has ai- 
ready been remarked, ìett no efforts unemployed 
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to secure ofBcers and men devoted to his caase, 
and aoimated with a spirit similar to his own. 
Never was a more sing^iuar army assembled than 
that which was now set on foot by the Parlia- 
ment. To the greater number of the regiments 
chaplains were not appointed, as the officers 
were in general qualified to assume the spiritual 
dntiesy aad to unite them with their military 
functions. During the intervals of active service, 
they employed themselves in sermons, prayers, 
and exhortations ; yielding their minds in these 
pursuits to the same emulation which inspìred 
their coorage in the field of battio. Enthusiasm 
snpplied the place of stud]^ and reflection ; and 
while they poured out their thoughts in nnpre- 
meditated harangues, they mistook that elo- 
quence which, to their own surprise, as well as 
to that of others, flowed in upon them, for divine 
illuminations conveyed by the agency of the 
Spirit. Wherever they were quartered, they ex- 
duded the minister from his pulpit ; and usurp- 
ing his place, conveyed their sentiments to the 
audience with ali the anthority which foUowed 
their power, their valonr, and their military ex- 
ploits. The private soldiers^ seized with the 
same spirit, employed their leisure hours in 
prayer, in reading the Bible, or in spiritual con- 
ferences ; when they compared the progress of 
their souls in grace, and stimulated one another 
to farther advances in the great work of their 
salvation. When they were marching to battio, 
the field resounded as well with psalms and spi- 
ritual songs adapted to the occasion, as with the 
instruments of martìal music ; and every man 
endeavoured to drown the sense of present dan- 
ger in the prospect of that state of never-ending 
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peace and security which was placed before kim. 
In so holy a cause, wounds were esteem^ me- 
ritorions, and death a pioos martyrdom ; wbiie, 
amidst the periis of the charge, and the confii- 
sion of the conflìct, their mìnds were 6iipp<Hrted 
hy the delightM assurance that the sword of 
an enemy would only reliere them from the 
duties of this world, to send them to the fidi 
enjoyment of the next.* ì 

♦ Dugdale's Short View, p. 721. RtisliWofth, voi. t!. 
p. 281. Hume, toI. tìì. p. 53. 

The followingf lettor ftùm Cromwell to CàhMMl Hacker 
wiU illuatrate the abore statement ;-.^ 

" Sia, 

" I have the hest co&sideration I can fot tke prssent 
in this businesse, and although I believe Captain Hubbert 
!s a worthy, man I heere so much, yett as the case stands, 
I cannott, with satisfaction to myselfe and some others, 
reToake the commission I had given to Captahi Empsoo, 
without offence to them and reflection on my own Judg- 
ment. I pray lett Captain Hubbert know I shali n^t 
bee umuindful of him, and that noe disrespect is intended 
to hlm. But indeed I was not satisfìed with your last 
speech to mee about Empson, that he was a better praecber 
than a fighter or souldier, or words to that effect. Truly 
I tbinke that hee that prayes and praecheebest, will fight 
best. I knoTT nothing will gire like oonrage and oonfl- 
dence as the knowledge of God in Christ will, and I blesee 
God to see any in this armye able and willinge to impart 
the knowledge they have for the good of others. And I 
expect itt be encouraged by ali chlefe officers in this annye 
especially ; and I hope you will doe soe. I pray reeeave 
Captain Empson lovinglye. I dare Basare you he is a 
good man and a good officer, I troold w« had no w^rae. 
" I rest your loringe friend, 

" Dee 25, 1650." « 0. CaoMWJttU'' 

** To Colonel Francis Hacker, at 
Peebles or elsewhere, these." 
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The royalists presented a strìkiiif contrast to 
the amiy to wmch they were opposed* Dis- 
gnsted in some degree with the high relìgioug 
pretensions of the repnblìcan party, they nished 
into the other extreme of licentioueness and ini-* 
piety. Their habit, too, of living on free qaar* 
tdrs, an evil prodnoed by the want of regular pay, 
enoonraged them in the liberties which they 
were accnstomed to take with the property of 
frìends and of foet. Their commanders were 
obliged to connive at extortions which they 
eotdd neither prevent nor punish ; and the fanlts 
which they did not check, they were accused of 
fiountenancing. Rupert, of whom it was said 
diat he was in ali things a goldìer,* willingly per- 
mitted bis troops to enjoy a license, to which, 
as conquerors, he thought them folly entitled 
within the limits of the Parliamént, and, in qna- 
Hty of protectors, where the ìnhabitants were 
devoted to the cause of the King. The op- 
probrions appellation of << Ooring's Crew/' con- 
tinued long in the west to express the resent- 
ment of the people who had been plnndered by 
the followers of that General ; and bis example, 
it is believed, was imitated by Wilmot, Gerrard, 
and Granrille, whose oppressions became more 
grievous as the interests which they supported 
ftank into a more hopeless decline. 

The first service which Cromwell performed 
in TÌrtne of bis dispensation from the Commons, 
was to intercept at Islipbridge a body of troops 
proceeding from the west towards Oxford, with 
the intention, it was thought, of reinfordng the 

• Rupert <" twtfours SobUu.*' 
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Kingf and of enabling kim to march with hÌ8 
artiUery a^nst some of the garrìsons held by 
the pàrliamentary forces on the bankg of the 
Serem. He defeated two regiments of oavalry, 
took a great nnmber of prisoners, and got pos- 
session of the standard which the Queen had 
presented to a iavourìte corps of hprsemen. 
Being in the neighbonrhood of Qlessingdon 
House, at that time a phice of arms, commanded 
by Oolonel Windebank, he.madeanassaultup- 
on ìt while a number of ladies were within ita 
walls on a visit to the goyernor's yonng wife. 
The terror of the females compelled the eolonel 
to listen to termsy and finally to surrender the 
garrison ; for which imbecility he was soon af- 
terwards tried by a court martial at Oxford» and 
condemned to he shot. Cromwell was not less 
successful in a skirmish with Sir William 
Vaughan in the same yicinity, whom, with the 
greater part of bis infontry, he is reported to 
nave taken prisoners. Bnt in an attack by Go- 
ring, who had advanced from Bristol to assist 
the King, he was for a moment deserted by bis 
usuai good fortune. He had failed in a prema- 
ture assault on Farrìngdon House, which was 
defended by Sir Greorge Lisle, and immediately 
afterwards bis quarters were beat up by liie 
royalist general, who dispersed bis troops, and 
inflicted upon him a very considerable ioss. It 
has been asserted that Oliver was not present ' 
with bis division when Groring surprised it, be- ' 
ing engaged on officiai duty in the tent of Sir ' 
Thomas Fairfax, who lay encamped at some dis« 
tance. At ali events, the King*s party were 
greatly elevated by .their Tictory» as it seemed 
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to con&m their opinion in regard to the infe- 
riorìty of the newly modelied regiments, fr^ 
whicfa almost ali the officerà of experience had 
been expelled by the intrigues of the Independ- 
ent feu^tion, both in the army and in the Parlia- 
ment. A romour, indeed, prevailed during a 
few days that Cromwell himself was either gkin 
or wonnded, and that 2000 of bis men had faUen 
under the sword of the enemy,* 
' In the early pàrt of the summer the hostile 
armies were employed in watehinff the move- 
ments of each other. The prìncipal object con- 
iemplated by the Parliament was the relief of 
Taunton, whiehhad for 8ometime6n£Pered a dose 
ìnyelitment under the direction of Sir Richard 
Graiiville ; whUe the King, on the other band, 
resolred to march towards Wales, to raise the 
siege of Chester, the garrison of which was now 
reduced to great distress by the yigilance of Sir 
William Brereton, who, during several months, 
had maintained a rigorous blockade. Cromwell, 
who had been instmcted to shut up bis Majesty 
in Oxford, found himself unequai to the task ; 
for which reason, Sir Thomas Fairfìix, who had 
already reached Salisbury on bis way to Tann- 
ton, was recalled by the committee of botkking- 
doms, and desìred to lay siege to that city; 
for, idthough the King had retired, it contain- 
ed bis Stores, bis remaining wealth, and some 
members of bis bousebold. The approach of 
the royalists drove away Brereton from before 
Chester, and gave liberty to the brave troQps 
which were confined witUn its fortifications to 

* OsmidAii, Tol. il. p. 858, Hesth»33. 
TOU I« & 
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join the main body ; upon wMch they directed 
their march to Leicester^ which they took by 
stomi the very day ìt was first summoned to 
surrender. The loss of so yalnable a post alarm- 
ed the parliamentarìaiis ia ali parts of the king- 
doms, and suggested to their goTernment the 
expediency of raisuig the siege of Oxford, of 
ooncentrating their annies, and of conflning the 
attention of their General to the operations of 
Charles and Prince Rupert, who seemed deter* 
mined to penetrate into the north. 

It was on thìs oooasion that Fair&x addressed 
a lettor to the two Honses, reqnesting that they 
wonld be pleased to nominate Cromwell bis 
Lieutenant-GeneraL He represented that << the 
esteem and affeotion which he hath with the 
officers and soldlers of the whole army, bis own 
personal worth and ability, with the Constant 
presenoe and blessing of 6od which bave ao« 
companied bim, makes ns look npon it as the 
duty we owe to you and the pubuc to mdce it 
our hnmble and eamest suit to appoint him 
nnto this employment," Tliis epistìe was also 
signed by several other officers, and particnlarly 
by Meetwood, Whalley, Skippon, and Ireton, 
** men near unto Cromwell, and probably not 
wholly ignorant of bis designs.'' Tne Common» 
most readily oomplied with the desire of the 
General, and gave orders that Oliver, who ap* 
pears to bave gene down to Cambridge for the 
defence of the associated counties, should forth- 
with join Fair^uc with ali the troops nnder bis 
oommand. The foUowing note firom Sir Tho- 
mas to bis lientenant is worthy of insertion, as 
a specimen of the nmplieity and good £uth of 
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the wrìter, who never, until it was ioo late, al- 
lowed himself to fluspect the designa of his am- 
bìtìous colleague. 

« SlR, 
'^ You will find by the enclosed note of the 
House of Commons a liberty given me to ap- 
point yoa Lieutenant* General of the borse of 
thìfl army, during such time as that House shall 
be pleased to dispense -mth yonr attendance. 
You cannot expect but that I make use of so 
good an adrantage^ as I apprehend this to be, 
to the public good ; and therefore I desire you 
to make speedy repair to this army, and give 
orders that the troops of borse you had from 
hence, and what other borse and dragoons can 
be spared from the attendance of your foot in 
their coming up, march hither with convenient 
speed; and as for any other forces you bave 
there, I sball not need to desire of you to dis- 
pose of them as you shall find most for the pub- 
lic adrantage, which we bere apprehend to be, 
that they march towards us by the way of Bris* 
toL We are now quartered at Wilton, two 
miles £rom Nortbampton; theenemy stili at 
Daventry. Our intemgenoe is that they intend 
to move on Friday, but which way we cannot 
yet teli. They are, as we bear, more borse than 
foot, and make their borse their confidence ; ours 
shali be in God, I pray ali possible baste to* 
wards your afiectionate friend to serve you, 
« Thomas Fairfax." 

This letter was dated on the llth of Jane ; 
and| on the second day thereafter, CromweU 
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joìned al the hefld of a considerable body of 
horse. No sooner was he at head-quarters than 
he infiised into the conncils of the Oommand- 
er-in-Chief the spirit of enterprise which dis- 
ting^shed his active mind. Fairfax, although 
he appears to have enjoyed better inteUigence 
than Charles, was stili ìgnorant as to the ulte- 
rìor views of his enemy ; not knowing whether 
they meant to risk a battio, or to continue their 
march into the north, with the intention of re- 
trieving the effects of Marston-Moor in that 
important division of the kingdom. Cromwell 
suggested the propriety of sending out a de- 
tachment of horse, to ascertain the exact posi- 
tion of the Royalists, and to attack their rear 
should they persist in retiring from the scene 
of action. 

The Kin^ had been some days at Daventry, 
stili hesitatmg whether to turn his face east- 
wards, or to pursue his originai intention, when 
news was carried to him, on the 12th of Jone, 
that Fairfax had already advanced to North- 
ampton with a formidable army. Upon recei- 
ying this intelligence, his Maiesty next moming 
retired to Harborough, meaning to go back even 
as fai* as Leicester, that he might draw from 
Newark some regiments of foot, and keep his 
enemy at bay until the other forces whicn he 
expected could bave timo to join him. But in 
the oourse of the ensuing night, an alarm was 
conveyed to Harborough, that the Parliament- 
ary general was encamped within six miles of 
that town. A council of war was immediately 
held, to which some of the officers were sum- 
moned from their bedi. It was resolred to fight. 
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and «ren to imticipate the attack ùf Fairfax, 
should he appear to delay Ms advance. Aooord* 
ingly, at an early hour on the 14th of Jane, tlie 
army was drawn up on a risìng ground about a 
mile south from Harboronrh, a positìon of the 
most advantageons nature ooth for the foot, ca^ 
valry, and ordnance. The main body of the in- 
fantry, amonnting to about 2500, was put under 
the command of Lord Ashley; the right wing 
of horse, being somewhat less numerous, was 
led by Prìnce Rupert ; while the left wing, con^- 
sisting of cavalry from the northem counties, 
and of some detachments from Newark, in ali 
not exceeding 1600, was intrusted to the charge 
of Sir Marmaduke Langdale. In the reserve^ 
were the King's life-guards, commanded by the 
Earl of Lindsey, Pnnce Rupert's regiment of 
foot, and the royal borse gnards, under Lord 
Bernard Stuart, recently created Earl of Litch- 
field. 

After remaining in order of battle till eight 
o*elock, it began to be doubted whether the in- 
, telligence which had reached them respecting 
the encmy were well founded. The impatience 
of Bupert carried him two miles in front, with 
the view of ascertaining the positìon of Fairfax ; 
and imaginìng that he saw the ran of the Par" 
liamentarians beginninr to tum tfaeir backs, he 
sent a message to the King to advance at a quick 
step with hìs whoie line, and begin the pursuit. 
Charles put bis army in motion ; and reluiquish- 
ìng the favourable ground which he had origin- 
àlly occupìed, led bis battalions into the plain 
whichseparatedHarboroughfromNaseby. Fair- 
fax jueantìme^ haring formed hi» cavalry on a 
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gentle eminence immediatelf belind the last 
named of these towns, waìted the approach of 
his antagonists, who had not yet passed the levd 
sp^ce which divided the two hosts. 

Of the Parliament*s army, the general-in-ckief 
and Skippon commanded the main battle; Crom- 
well had the right winf, in which he was assist- 
ed by Rossiter ; the leit was confided to Ireton, 
whoy at the instance of his father-in-law, had 
recently been appointed commissary-general of 
the borse. The number on each side was so 
equal, as not to differ 500 men ; amonnting in 
either line to about 18,000. The engagement 
began in the wings, which were chiefly compo- 
sed of cavalry. Prince Rnpert with his wonted 
impetnosity charged the opposite sqnadrons in 
the division of Ireton, whià he bore down at 
the first onset, and drove out of the field. Their 
commander, who showed no less skill than spirit, 
attempted again and again to rally them. At 
the head of a few troops which had kept their 
ground, he.threw himself on a body of the royal 
infantry ; but the latter being armed with pikes, 
his horsemen could make no impression on their 
ranks, and he was at length wonnded severely 
in the thigh and face, dismounted, and taken 
prisoner. In the meantime, the Prince, regard- 
less of those whom he left engaged, continued to 
hew down the fugitives, driving them through 
their reserves, nntil he read^iea the cannon in 
the rear, and the waggons loaded with the 
heayy baggage. 

On the other wing, the fortune of the day 
was different ; Cromwell, who commanded the 
right of the Parliamentary army, rushed upon 
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Sit Manoadake Langdale with the ntmost fury ; 
but he, being an old soldier, stood finn, and re- 
oeived the charge wìth equal gallantry, when, 
after excliangìng ali their shot from carabìnes 
and pistols, they fell on mutually sword in band. 
Hossiter and Whalley gained some advantage 
at the extremìty of the wing, wbere they rout- 
ed two diyisions of borse, pusbing them brbkly 
into the rear. The latter rallied and charged 
again, but were at length utterly defeated; while 
the rest of the cavalry, being attacked in flank, 
found it necessary to retreat and leave the field 
to the enemy. 

While the wings of eitber army were thus 
engaged with alternate success, the foot in the 
centro began the battio with equal fierceness, 
and for two hours kept up a destructive fire. 
The King's infantry, led on by gallant officers, 
and enraged at the defeat of their borse, made 
a furious attack on that part of the enemy 's line 
which was commanded by major-general Skip- 
pon, who, in endeayonring to maintain bis posi- 
tion, receiyed a severe wound. The adyantage 
thus gained by the Royalists was only of a mo- 
mentary duration ; for Cromwell retuming with 
bis yictorious brigades fell upon their flank, and 
threw them into the ntmost confìision. One 
regiment alone preseryed its ranks unbroken, 
though twice desperately assailed by Fairfax ; 
upon which that general ordered the captain of 
bis life-guard to giye them a tbird charge in 
front, while he bimself attacked them in the 
rear. Sir Thomas with bis own band killed an 
ensign, and,havingseized the colour8,gaye them 
to a soldier to keep for him. The man after- 
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wards boASted that he Uniflelf hnà v<m tkis 
trophy ; and npon the waràn being repeated to 
Fairfaxy he replied, << Let him retain that ho- 
noiir ; I have acqdred enoagh to-day beside." 

Il is remarkea by Lord ^rendon, that thìa 
differenee was observed ali along in the disci- 
pline of the King^g troops and of those which 
marched nnder die command of Fairfax and 
Cromwell^ that thongh the former prevaiied in 
the charge and ronted their opponents, they sel- 
dom rallied, and conld not be mH>ught togetfaer so 
as to make a second charge the same day. This 
was the reason why they had not an entìre tìc- 
tory at Edgehìll. The parliameutary soldiers, 
on the other band, ìf they were successful, or 
even if they were beaten and routed, presently 
rallied again, and stood in their ranks until they 
receired new orders. On the present occasion, 
the King and the Prince could not collect their 
broken troops, which were stili in sufficient 
nnmbers npon the field, thongh they often en- 
deavoured it at the manifest hazard of their owit 
persons. Hia Majesty, addressing the borse* 
men who had retumed Mdth Rnpert from the 
pnrsuit of the enemy, exdaimed, ** One ehai^ 
more, and we recover the day I" bnt ali bis ef« 
forts were irnitless, for what conld not be ac- 
complished by the cavaliers at a single onset, 
seems to have been oonsidered by them as either 
impracticable or altogether impossible. 

An officer belonging to that spirited body of 
eavalry which had with so mnch ease driven the 
whole of Ireton's wing off the gronnd, relates, 
that ali Fairfiuc's foot, too, except bis own bri- 
gadOyM^erepnshedbacknpontliereflerres. ««Bat^'* 
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Ile adds, << here their officers rallìed them and 
brought them on to a fresh charge ; upon whiisk 
their borse, under Cromwell, baving repulsed 
ours, commanded by Sìr Marmaduke Langdale, 
about a quarter of a mile into the rear, faced 
about and fell upon our infantry. Had our 
rìght wing done thos, the day hadbeen secured^ 
but Prìnce Rupert, accordmg to bis custom fol- 
lowing the flying enemy, neyer concemed hìm- 
self wìth the safety of tbose behind; and yet he 
returned sooner than he had done in like cases 
before. At our return we found ali in confìi- 
sion, our foot broken ali but one brìgade, which, 
though charged in front, flank, and rear, could 
not he broken, till Sir Thomas Fairfax came up 
to the attack with fresh men, and then they were 
rather cut to pieces ihan beaten ; for they stood 
with their pikes presented erery way to the last 
extremity. In this condition, at the distance of 
a quarter of a mile, we saw the Kinff rallyinflr 
bis borse and preparing to renew the nght ; and 
our wing of cavaury coming up to him gave him 
an opportunity to draw up a body of borse so 
largo that ali the enemy's borse, facing us, stood 
stiU and looked on, but did not think fit to charge 
US, till their foot, which had entirely broken our 
main battle, were put into order again, and 
brought up to us. The officers about thè King 
advised bis Majesty rather to draw o£F ; for since 
our foot were lost, it would he too much odds 
to expose the borse to the fary of their whole 
army, and would only be sacrificing bis best 
troops without any hopes of success/'* 

* Military History of Eogland, p. 276. 



The numbcr of slain on the side of the royal- 
ìsts was eight hundred ; the parlìament's army 
is snpposed to have lost two hundred more ; but 
of the former not fewer than fotir thousand were 
taken prìsoners. There were also captured the 
whole of the artillery, ei^ht thousand stand of 
arma, ahove one hundred pair of colours, the 
royal standard, the King's cabinet of letters, his 
coaches, and the whole spoil of bis camp.* 

Charles retreated first to Leicester, and after- 
trards to Ashbjr-de-la-Zonch, followed by Crom- 
well, who is said to bave killed ali the stragglers 
whom he overtook in the way, but to have avoid- 
ed a general action with the royal cavalry, which 
were stili in great strength. After this, his 
Majesty, with a body of three thousand borse, 
went to Litchfield, and through Oheshire intò 
North Wales ; and Sir Marmaduke Langdale, 
with abont two thousand five hundred, marched 
to Newark. *' This," says the military author 
already quoted, ** was the most fatai action of 
the whole war : not so much for the loss of can- 
non, ammunition, and baggage, of which the 
enemy boasted so much, but as it was impossible 
for the King ever to retrieve it. The foot, the 
best that ever he was master of, could never be 
suppUed ; bis army in the west was exposed to 
certain ruin, and the north was overrun with 
the Scots. In short, the case grew desperate, 
and the King was once upon the point of bid- 
dinff US ali disband and shift for ourselyes.''f 

There is an anecdote on record which applies 

• Whitelocke's Memoriali, Jone 14^ 
t Military History, p. 277. 
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boih to Fabrfaac and CromweD, and mìùch. is 
probably foanded on the game trifling cireimi- 
stanco. Whìtelocke mentions, that the colonel 
of Fairfax's life-giiard, seeing the general in the 
thickest of the fight wìthout hìs hehnet, ofiered 
]iis own, which was refìised. Heath, on the 
other hand, who took pleaenire in rehting any 
ihing which might reflect contempt on Oliver, 
«tatesy that in the action at Nasehy» ^ a com- 
mander of the King's knowing Cromwelly ad- 
Tanced smartly from the head of hig troops to 
exchange a bnilet singly wìth him, and was with 
the like gallantry encountered hy him, both sides 
forbearing to come in, till their pistols being dis- 
charged, the caralier, with a slanting back-blow 
of a broadsword, luckily cut the ribband which 
tìed bis murrion, and with a draw threw it off 
bis head, and now ready to repeat bis stroke, 
his party carne in and rescued him, and one of 
them alighting threw np his head-piece into hit 
fladdle, which Oliver hastily catching, as being 
afirighted with the chance, clapped it the wrong 
way on his head, and so fought with it the rest 
of the day/* 

The following lettor from Cromwell to the 
Parliament will be read with interest, not only 
on account of the details which it presents, but 
chiefly as it illustrates the connexion which he 
thought proper to keep up with that distingnish- 
ed body. He was only second in command in 
the army which fought at Naseby, and yet bis 
dispatch was written one day earlier than that 
of Sìr Thomas Fairfax, and must indeed bave 
been composed before he set out in pursnìt of 
the Royafists. It is dated at Harborough» or, as 
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he spelli it, Haverbrovfe, Jone le, 1645, atfd if 
addressed to the Honourable William Lenlhal, 
Speaker of Conunons House of Parliament. 

« SlR, 

<< Being commaiided by you to this senrice, 
I think myself bound to acqaaint you with the 
good band of €rod towards you and us. We 
marched yesterday after the Kmgy who went 
before us from Daventree to Haverbrowe, and 
quartered about six miles from him ; this day 
wee marched towards him. Hee drew out to 
meete us : both armies engaged ; wee after three 
honrs fight very doubt&l, at last routed bis 
armie, killed» and tooke about 5000, very many 
oflScers, but of what qualitye wee yet know not : 
wee took also about 200 carriages, ali he had, 
and ali bis gunns, being 12 in number, whereof 
two wére demie cannon, 2 demie culveringes, 
and (I think) the rest facers. We pursued the 
enemv from three miles short of Haverbrowe to 
nine oeyond, even to sight of Leicester, whither 
the Kinff fled. Sir, this is non other but the 
band of God, and to him alone belongs the glorie, 
wherein non are to share with him. The gene- 
ral senred you with ali faythfulnesse and honor, 
and the best commendation I can gire him is, 
that I dare say he attributes ali to Grod, and 
would rather perish than assume to himselfe, 
which is an honest and a thrivinge way, and yet 
as much for bravery may he given to him in this 
action as to a man. Honest men serred you 
faithfnlly in this action. Sir, they are trustye. 
I beseeche you in the name of God not to cus- 
conmge thsm. I wish this action may beget 
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tfiankfaliwwie and humilìtye in ali tliat are con.- 
^med in it. He that venters his life for the 
liberCee of big countrie, I wi$h hee trust God for 
the libertee of hia conscience, and you for the 
libertye he fights for ; in thìs he resta whoe is 
yoiir moat humble serrant» 

<< OiiTnsR Crosiwell." 

The finita ef thia Yictory i^peared in yarious 
tonau for die adrantage of the lientenant-Gene- 
niL On the 16th of Jnne, the yery day the 
sewB of thmr great aooceas reached Parliament, 
it waa reaolyed that hìa aervicea ahould be cour* 
4inaed in the army nnder Sir Thomas Faìrfax, 
during the pleaaure of both Houaea« The Lorda 
reatnoted it to three montha. On the 8th of 
Avgoat, thia diapenaatìon waa renewed for fonr 
BMHitha longer ; and on the 23d of Jannary fol- 
lowina;, it waa extended to aix montha addition- 
al. After thia there were no more reaolutìona 
abovt Cromwell'a abaenoe from the I^ower 
Houae. He took it for granted that he had 
leaye ; no one offered to moye for reeallii^ him; 
aad he aoon attained.ao great a power, that no 
one with safety conld haye dared to make snch 
a motion* 

The parliamentary forces followed np their 
anooeaa at Naaeby, by reducing Leicester, Tann- 
ton, and other conaiderable towna, which tìll 
then had been held by the royalists. Goring, 
at ^e same time, anatained a aignal defeat, and 
waa compelled to retreat to Bridgewater. In 
thia action the military talent of Cromwell waa 
partioidarly diatingoiahed. An adyanced party 
of honey regardleas of ali cgnaeqnences, waa <m 

YOii. I. a 
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the point of charging the enemy ; he diedced 
them iintìl the whole of the cavalry had come 
up, when, putting himself at their head, he at- 
tacked the royalists wìth sueh vigoiir and sue* 
oess, that nearly their whole hody of foot became 
hi8 prisonerg» while he capturedalso the greater 
part of . their ordnaace. He lìkewise assisted 
Sir Thomas Fairfax in the reduction of Bristol, 
advÌ8Ìng him to storm a place of so much im- 
portance, rather than to lese time in the fonna 
of a regular siege. Rupert, who defended .the 
city, unwilling to incor the hasard of a geneimL 
assaulty delivered it np to the vieterà of Nateiby, 
together wìth a largo proportion of the royal 
magazines and warlike stores. In writiog to 
the Speaker on this occasion, Cromwell assures 
the House that the humble entreaty of the meo 
under his command ìa, that <f in remembraace 
of God's praises, they ma^ he forgotten* It's 
their Joy that they are the instrnments of God's 
glory, and their country's good. It'a their ho*- 
nour that God vouchfiafes. to ubo them. Sir, 
they that have been employed in this service, 
know that faith and prayer obtaàned this city 
for you," 

The next exploit of Cromwell was the cap- 
ture of a stronr fortress at Devises, commaad* 
ed by Sir Charles Lloyd. When summoned to 
surrender, the gòvemor sent for answer <^win 
it and wear it ;" but the actiyity of bis assaUant 
soon bronght him to a more complyìng state of 
mind. The place was almost instantly taken 
by storm.. Berkeley Castle experienced the 
same fate ; and the city of Winchester was sooa 
aflterwftrds girea vp to.him by capitulatìon. So 
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tfnet was he in exacting from his men a scru- 
pulons compliance wìth the artides to which he 
had agreed, that when a complaint was made 
by some of the garrìson that their property had 
heen plundered by the parliamentary soldien, 
he commanded the oflenders, six ia nninber, to 
be tried by a court martial. Being found guìlty 
and' sentenced to death, they expected imme- 
diate execution ; but having resolved to take 
only ODO life by way of example, he desired 
tbem to cast lots to determine which of them 
^onld undergo the dreadf ul penalty of disobe- 
dience ; and having satisfied the law in this par- 
ticolar, he sent the five others to Oxford» with 
an account of the proceeding, to Sir Thomas 
Olenham, the govemor ; tranielerring to him the 
power of putting them to death, or of inflicting 
sudi other punishment as he might think proper 
to adjudge. Sir Thomas sent back the prison- 
ersy accompanied with a grateful acknowledg- 
ment of the attention shown by the Lieutenant- 
Genend to his military engagements. 

He next led his victorioua columns against 
Basing House, the seat of the Mar^uis of Win- 
chester, which he took by assault, and made pri- 
soners of ali its garrison, the noble owner mm- 
sdf being of the number. The terror of his 
arms made his future conquests more easy. 
Longford-House, likewise a càstellated mansion 
and place of arms, surrendered to him at the 
first summons* Pursuing his course in Devon- 
shire, he engaged Lord Wentworth at Boirey 
Tracey, and took from him five hundred prison- 
ers, with several standards and other trophies. 
After which, having replaced himself under the 
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immediate command of Fairfax, he assisted in 
the redactioH of Dartmouth, and in the victory 
which was gained over Lord Hopton at Tor- 
rington. The remains of the royàl anny, re- 
treating into Comwally soon found themselves 
under the necessity of dishanding or yielding to 
the Greneral upon terms ; a few only preferrìng^ 
to share the fortune» of their commander, who 
took ref uge within the walls of P^ndinnis Gas» 
de. At length Lord Ashley also being defeat- 
ed and made prìsoner, there was no longer in 
the field any regalar force which conld oppose 
the parliamentary generals. Of this his lord- 
ship was so sensible, that he said to his captors» 
** you hare done your woiìe, and may now go 
to play, unless yott choose to fall out among 
yourselves." Ebceter having soon af%erwar£ 
surrendered, Cromwell repaired to London and 
took his seat in ParHament, where he receired 
** the hearty thanks of the House for his greal 
and many services.** 

But the gratitude of Parliament was not con- 
fined to snch demonstrations of their confiijénce 
and esteem. In the latter end of the vear 1645, 
an annuity of L.2500 appears to nave been 
granted to Cromwell and his femily, for the 
Services which he had performed to the public ; 
and soon afterwards it was ordered by the 
House of Gommons, that ali the lands of the 
Earl of Worcester, Lord Herbert and Sir John 
Somerset, his sons, in the county of Southamp- 
ton, be settled upon Lieutenant-General Crom- 
well, and his heìrs, to be accounted as part of 
the L.2500 per annum formerly appointed him 
by this House. To secure the nill retnm of the 
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stipulated income, it was fìirther ordered, on 
the 31st o£ January, 1646, that Mr Juiìsle do 
bring in an ordinance for the full granting unto 
and settling upon Lieutenant- General Cromwell 
and his heirs, the manors of Abberston and 
Itchelly with tbe rights, members, and appurte- 
nances thereof, in the countv of Soutbampton» 
being the lands of John, Lord Marquis of Win- 
chester, a delinquent that hath been in anus 
agaìnst the Parliament, and a Papist. 

In a letter from St John, communicating to 
hia friend the above orders of * the House, men- 
tion is made of a patent, which is gaid to bave 
passed the Great Seal the sam^ day on which 
the communication is dated. ^^ I knew not," 
says Dr Harris, " what the patent mentioned 
in this letter means, unless the foUowing reso- 
lution of the House of Commons will explain 
it-" " December Ist, 1645, Resolved, that the 
tìtle and dignity of a baron of the kingdom of 
England, with ali rights, privileges, pre-emi- 
nencies, and precedencies, to the said title and 
dignity belonging or appertaining, be conferred 
and settled on Lieutenant-Genersd Oliver Crom- 
well, and the heirs male of his body ; and that 
his Majesty be desired in these proposLtions (for 
a peace) to g^nt and confer the said title and 
dignity upon him, and the heirs male of his 
body accordingly ; and that it be referred to the 
former committee to consider of a fit way and 
manner for the perfecting thereof." 

After a fruitless endeavour to recruit his 

army in Wales, and a demonstration of march- 

ing towards the Scottish border, with the view 

of joioing Montrose, the King found it neces- 

s2 
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sary to shat himself up in Oxfbrdy where he 
spent the Mlowing winten Afl sprmg advim- 
oed, he received from time to time the nnwel- 
come intelligence that the sereni towns and 
A)rtresses in the west, which till then hftd ac- 
knowledged hìs anthority, were no longer aUe 
to resist the arms of the Commonwealth ; and 
finally, that the devoted hand of royalists who 
had fought under the hannert of Hopton, the 
last of his generai» who kept the field in that 
part of England, had listened to the terms of 
Fairfax, and laid down their weapons. 

The month of Aprii saw the termination of 
the Civil War, as f ar as Charies himself was 
personally concemed. The victorions arms of 
Cromweli had swept like a tempest orer the 
counties contignous to the capital, and had left 
no stronghold nnsnhdued which might have 
afforded refuge to the enemy, or enahled th^n 
to coUeet their scattered troops. Oxford alone 
remained ag the head-qnarters of his Majesty, 
and it is obvìous that the temporary repose 
which that city was allowed to enjoy, erose ra- 
ther from the policy of the parliamentary lead- 
ers, than from their want of power to reduce it. 

The difficulties and contention which after- 
wards agitated the two great parties in refer- 
ence to the custody of the royal person, were 
already anticipateci by the sagacions mind of 
Cromwell. Were the King to sarrender him- 
self to the Parliament, a treaty, he well knew, 
would necessarily follow, as the Presbyterians, 
who at that period held the reins of coYern- 
ment, had no ìntention either to dissdve the 
monarchy, or to take away the life of the sore- 
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reign.* ìt tkerefore becatne the main dbject 
of Oliver and the IndependentSy of whom Sir 
Harry Vane, in the meanwhile, aeted as the 
iwenl^ to preyent ali negotiation with the twe 
Houses, and thereby to oompel Charles to hare 
reconrse to some nadi meagore as tibat which 
he finally adopted. Ashbumham was empier* 
ed by the Kmg to repreeent big Tiews to the 
wily diplomatiflt just named, and to ni^e, above 
ali thingB, bis free access to Parlìainent. For 
this pnrpose he aiithorized his messenger to prò* 
mise largo reirards to the genenJs, to Vane 
himselfy and to bis friends ; and to givo an a»- 
snrance tbat, if the other party shomd stili ìb« 
flist npon the establishment of their ecdesiastì- 
eal polity as an indispensable condition of peace, 
his Majesty wonld join his forces with those of 
the Independents tmder Cromwell and Fairfax, 
and root out of the kingdom that tyrannical 
govemment. Vane retnmed answers so ez- 
tremely evasire^ that it is net easy to under* 
stand what were his precise objects in eanrying 
on this hazardous correspondence. It has been 
conjectured that he sought to detain the Kinff 
in Oxford till FairfiEa and Cromwell should 
brìng up the army from Comwall; to amnse^ 
in short, the royal bird, tiU the fowlers shonld 
hare enclosed mra in their toils.-)- 

Oxford, in the meantime, was invested by 
Colonel Rainsborongh, who received strict or* 

« " AU the royalista in S(x>tland eould not iMYe pleadcd 
so mudi for the crown and the King's just power, u the 
Chancellor and Warìston did for jokdj daye togethert" 
BaiUie, Tol. ii. p. 203. 

t Litigard, toI. x» p. 838, 
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ders to preVent the Kmg*s escape, lest he shonld 
repair to the capital. In truth, Charles ali along 
had so much confidence in the affections of hu 
people, as also perhaps in the dissensions of his 
enemies, that he entreated nothing wìth so much 
eamestness as a personal conference at West- 
minster. He twice made a proposai to that 
effect in the opening of the year 1646 ; and to 
ohtain a favourahle hearing, he offered to grant 
fulltolerationto every class of Protestant dissent- 
ers, to resign to the Parliament the command 
of the army doring seven years, and to yield to 
them the power of nominating for the next time, 
the Lord Admiral, the Judges, and the Officers 
of State. To this message they did not even 
deign to make any reply. Unwillìng to relin- 
quish the hope of an amicahle settlement, he 
asked whether, if he were to dishand his force», 
dtsmantle his garrisons, and return to his usuai 
residence in the neighbourhood of the Parlia- 
ment, they would, in return, give their word 
for the preservation of his honour and persoli, 
and allow his adherents to live without moles- 
tatìon on their own property. But even this 
submissive proposai was not honoured with an 
answer. On the contrary, influenced by the 
dread that he might elude the vigilance of Rains- 
borough, the Parliament ìssued an ordinance, 
that if the King carne within the lines of com- 
manication, the officers of the guard should con- 
duct him to St James's, imprison his followers, 
and allow of no access to his person ; giving 
notice at the same time by proclamation, that 
ali Catholics and persons who had home arma 
in the King*s service, should depart £rom Lon* 
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don within dix days, under the penalty of being 
proceeded against aooording to martial law.* 

Atlength, when bis Majesty receired inforni» 
ation that Fairfax, at the head of his army, had 
readied Andover, he solicited Colonel Kain»- 
borongh to take him under his protection, and 
conduci him to London. Upon meetiiig wìth a 
refusai from that officer, he formed hìs final re- 
solntion of throwing himself upon the genero^ 
8ity of the Scota, with whom, through Mon- 
treuil, the Freneh enyoT> he had been some timo 
in treaty. It is remarkable that this ìntention 
on the part of the unfortnnate monanch waa 
known at London a week before he attempted 
to refllise it. Balille, in a letter imtten on the 
24th of Aprii, remarks, « Sir Thomas Fairfax'a 
army will now he near Oxford. They would 
haye made us beliere that the King had resola 
ved to bare broke through to our army for pro- 
tection from prison; but I snspect the cnief 
spreaders of tnese reports knew w«ll enough 
how they kept him fettered in Oxford, with 
4000 or 5000 borse, besides their daily treaties 
with Ashbumham, and those who have the ab* 
solute power over him, and ke^ him stili till 
they delirer him to Sir Thomas Fairfax, and to 
be disposed upon as Cromwell and bis friends 
think it fittest for their afiairs* — Cromwell carne 
yestemight to town." 

From a due consideration of the facts bere 
stated, it has been thought b^ no meons impro- 
bable that the Independents m Parliament con- 
nired at the escape of Charles, as well as that 

* Charles*! Works, ^ 556. liogard, p. 353. 
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they with their leadero, Cromwell]» Vane» Ireton, 
and St John» were far from destring the termi- 
nation of hostilities, as long as their antagonists 
were so powerful in the Lower House. On tbis 
account, the foUowing statement by Heatfa, is 
entitled to more attention than his speculations 
on politicai motiyes are usually entitled to com« 
mand. Alluding to the departure of Charles 
from Oxford, he says, << Herein OromweU most 
cunningly and deceitfully first practised the 
King's min, for whereas upon the rendition of 
that city, if the King had been taken in it» a sud- 
den end had been put to the trou,bles by some 
composure, which would bave marred Crom- 
well's plots, not to be acted but by a stratocracy 
and an army. By this means of suffering him 
to escape, which might easily bave been pre- 
vented, the war was no nearer a concbision than 
at the beginning, if the Scots, as was hoped 
howsoeyer, would bave proYed honest, and kept 
their allegiance and faith due to' such extraor- 
dinary trust and confidence reposed in them."* 
It must be admitted, that it is only from ex* 
amìning the policy which Cromwell subsequent- 
ly pursued that we discover the probability of 
the charge which is thus brought against him. 
It is universally known that he disliked the Scota, 
whom he accused at a very early period of car- 
rying arms into England, chiefly with the view 
of imposing their system of church government 
upon the Pai-liament and people ; and hence i t may 
be inferred that he would bave had no objection 
to march his victorious troops against them, had 

* Plogellum, p. 41. . 
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a genercmi compassion for Charles ioduced tlieir 
leaders to adopt his interests, and to make his 
restoration to power the ground of a national 
quarrel. At ali events, the Lieutenant- General 
cooM not fail to be better pleased to hear that the 
King had retìred to the gcottish camp, than he 
TTOuld bave been to see him at Westminster in 
treaty with the Commons, whose determinatiòns 
he conld not yet fìilly control. It is manifesta 
besides, that the Independent party loft no means 
nnemployed which might provoke a coiìtinuance 
of the war. « Nothing," sayg BaìIJie, « efirays 
these men so mach as a peace." Nay, Crotnwell, 
at the expense of his reputation, displayed some 
degree of liberality towards the royalists who 
were taken prisoners in Oxford, that he might 
thereby get quit of ali sach impediments as wonld 
bave delayea his preparations for his ** northem 
warfare."* 

The caution with which the Scottish general 
acted, frastrated the hopes of the future Pro- 
tector, and déprivèd him of thàt employment for 
his arms which of ali others he would haye pre- 
ferrod. Instead of the moyement of troops, an 
actire conunanicatìòn by letters took place be« 
tween the authorities at NewcasUe and West- 
minster ; and Charles once more discovered, that 
his only chance of safety depended upon his suc- 
cess in negotiating with the Parliament, the 
majority of whom stili belonged to the ranks of 
the Presbyterians. Three months elapsed be- 
foro the propositions were submitted to him by 
the hands of certain commissioners, who were 

• Baimi^T«kii.F.912* 
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àeùmé to rflBlriel their deliberatìont w&. tira 
monarcb to the gpaee of tea dayg» and nùt to 
reflt satisfied irith any thìsg ghort of an eatire 
aaceptaaoe of ali th^ cooditioiui with which they 
were intnuted** The terms offered on this oo« 
eaction» were essentially the same ai those wlùch 
h$d been ngeeled by him in the preoediiig year, 
but rendeved somemat more diaagreeable to the 
royal feelings by a nqmber of addìtìonal le* 
ttraints, aad an «darjg^ed lut of proBer^tù»8i 
On the tenth day, hii Majesty repUed» tkst it 
was imposffiiUe for him to return «a nnqaalified 
assent to prc^pogals of such immense impoitanoe; 
that without explanatìon he coold not conerà» 
hend hoir much of the ancient conslitiiUiMi it 
wtm meant to preserre» or how much to take 
away ; that a personal coitference was necessanr 
for both partiesy in order to remore donbtSy weigh 
reasons, and come to a perfect nnderatanding. 
He added, that for this purposeitwaa Ufi inten- 
tion to repair to Westminster, aa soen aa the 
two Honses and the Scottish oonuuissioners 
wonld assore him that he might reside thexe 
with freed<mi, honour, and safety.f 

When die enemies of the King fonnd that the 
Scota were not disposed, from any chiyalroiis 
sentiments in behalf of their natire prinoe, to 
incnr the haaard of a war with the rising €é«i« 

• Tha names of the eommiMionen were, Sir Walter 
£arla. Sir John Hippesley, Robert Goodwin» and Lnke 
RoUnMm. The Lord Chaacellor Loudon» and the Mai^. 
quis of Argyle, Ukewise waited upon his Msjesty on be- 
half òf Scotland. 

f Lingard, voi. x. p. 345. Clarendon Papera^ toI. 
il. p. 243. BaiSKi^ii. p. 908» 
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Dumweakhy they direoted idi theìr effbrtis to pre- 
▼eat a saccessfìil ìssae to the treaty of Newcastle. 
We are told by a modem historian, that the task 
of defeatiiig the pacific yiews on either side was 
Jis8umed by Cromwell and Ireton. The latter, 
a firm and rigid discipleof theRepublicaaschool, 
and the formerà <^ of whom," says Mr Godwin, 
** it was notorious, that whatever he dared to 
think that algo he dared to speak, had no soon- 
er ehosen their party and determined tò fight their 
adyersaries with their own weapons, than they 
completely threw into shade the pìgmy efforts 
of tne Presbyterians. Havìn^ once swom to 
deceire, the dimensions of their minds eiiable4 
th«n immediately to stand forth accomplished 
and entire adepts in the school of MachiayeL 
They were satisfied that the system which they 
had adopted was just ; and they felt no jot of 
humiliation and self-abasement in the system* 
atical pnrsuit of ìt."* 

The historian of the Conunonwesdth is not 
Tery fastidious as to the qualities of which he 
constitutes a hero. But as an apology for these 
two great men, he reminds us that they had 
fought for politicai and religions liberty ; that 
they abhorred the views and despised the per- 
sona of their antagonists ; that they believed» if 
the Presbyterians succeeded, a worse species of 
tyranny woold follow than that which the lead* 
ers of the Long Parliament had conspired to 
prevent ; and that on the present occasion a cer- 
tain degree of deception was neeessary to ac- 

• Godwiii'B Hittary of the Comniimwetlihy voi. li. p, 
203. 
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compMA a people's safety, and elfeet the noblest 
ends. He acniowledges that ** hypocrìsy was 
of the very essenoe of every tUag they could 
effect.** But theti, Charles, stilp^ed as he was 
ùi the ensigns of rojralty, was stili the centre 
round which the cabaLs ik party pnt forth ali 
their power. The Preshyterians were satisfied 
that if they òonld win him over to conenr with 
them» they shonld fiformomit erery obstaele to 
their Tiew8. ** In this sitnation/' ne exdaims, 
*< ahotild the Independents do nothing ? To ex- 
'pect it> if to expect what in not in the nature 
oftoan. CromwellandIretonresolYedn6tthnfl 
to be defeated.** 

The reader will appreciate the delieacy and 
«Ioli with which the motives of those celebrated 
characters are here illustrated and defended. 
The next stop is to givo an account of the means 
t^hich they nsed to aocomplìsh their patriotic 
intentions. *' One engìne they are saia to hare 
employed in the execution of their purpose, was 
a clergyman, whose escape from pnnishment in 
the Tower ther contrÌTod, and whom they com- 
missioned as their agent to the King at New- 
castle. This clerg3rman is oonjectured to have 
heen Hudson, the same person who had assisted 
Charles in his flight from Oxford a few montht 
before, and who, two years afterwards, lost his 
life fighting for the King in the second eivil 
War, He was adapted for their pnrpose, as being 
a devoted royalist, and particnlarly hostile to 
the Presbyterìan party. His instructions were 
to advise Charles oy ali means to reject the pro- 

dtionsy and throw himself upon the army, the 
ers of which were in that case resolved to 
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teplac^ tiim in the fall exércise of liis royai 
authority, upon the simple oonditions of liberty 
pf conscienee, and iuch a security for the mili- 
tary power of the state in their hvQwr as they 
should think it uecessary to require. The lame 
persona who had commìs^ioned Hudson, bronght 
over the Marquis of Hertford» who was now in 
^London, and several other et the King's moat 
distingoìshed friends, to trust them, and to en* 
tertain the same views which they had infìised 
into their agent. These persons, accordingly» 
fiimished Hudson wìth letters, recoBunending 
to Charles to listen to the snggestions whidi he 
liad to offer.''* 

The authorities to which Mr Grodwin refers» 
lire not qnite satisfactory, and wonld not ha 
held decisive on any great qnestion where they 
were not supported by collateral eridence. Oa 
this point then» so closely connected with the 
reputation of Cromwell» the reader will find 
some notices in Bumet's Memoirs of the Dnkea 
of Hamilton, which appear to corroborate the 
Information of Bamfield, the testimony on which 
the annalist of the Commonwealth prine^wlly 
jrelies. *' At this tune^'' says the bisnop, ** the 
Independents, fearìng the eKtremitv to which 
the King was driven might force nim to eon^ 
B^nt to any thing npon which a settlemeat 
might foUoWy betook themselYes to Mtrange m^ 
thods to obstruct it ; they, therefore, gave some 
hopes that they would be willing to dispense 
with the imposing of the CoTenant, and consent 
to a toleration of Episcopaey and. the litnigyy 
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praviding thej might be satii^ed in other 
points/'* 

Whatever may bave been the " strange me- 
thods" which Cromwell and hìs partisans em- 
ployed, there is no doubt that their arts were 
attended with success. Lord Lauderdale, in« 
dead, wrote from London very eamestly, with 
the view of undeceiring bis Majesty, and of as- 
siiring bim that be possessed the most perfect 
knowledge that the designs of those persons bad 
no other object but the destruction of the ino- 
narchy and the min of the royal family. This, 
adds Dr Bumet, be contìnued << to represenl^ 
by many letters, both to the King and to those 
about biin ; yét bis Majesty was much wrought 
upon to givo credit to those offers of the secta* 
ries, which made bim tbe less apprebensime of 
bazard." But may not the conduct of Charles 
on this occasion, which has hitherto appeared 
so unacconntable, be in some measure explaìned 
.by a reference to tbe pian which was adopted 
by bis enemìes to mislead bim? Hudson was 
deservedly a favourite in the royal bousehold, 
and possessed of no small influence in tbe King's 
most secret councils ; wbence we can easily un- 
derstand, that if Cromwell deceired bim, and 
•could conVert bis zeal for tbe cause of bis mas- 
ter into an instrument of fraud, tbe friends of 
•the monarchy, durbig the treaty of Newcastle, 
must in vain have urged the strongest reasons 
for compliance with the demands of Parliament 
It belongs not to the bìograpber of Crom- 
.well to state the terms of that unfortunate sii- 

* BomsC, p. 268» 
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pàatàm wUdb «rondbd fior the déliiwjr «f 
Chariesmtoiheiumdaof tkéEBglirii eoimab» 
nmenb It k enovgk to nooliMy tluit tke r»- 
j«e(dea e£ thei? ]ii«pontioiiSy aad «ke inme« 
whiek ke cBaphi^iit nfwiDgtonTeUi mb^ 
Im to làeir r^pfioiig model, liact io mach ia- 
ceneed the majority ef the Preibyteriens agùmt 
Ae momurdiy tiwt the Independents kad no inr 
inediaike caoiete apprdieiid a mùon of their ìar 
terests. Tke streggie heneefortk ii, theiefere^ 
»e« between tke power of tke erown aad tkst 
of tke peo^ kat ketpreen die two partìee mto 
whiàk the popelar leaders kad fbnned tkerai*' 
•olTeeduriaflrtheiMKicreaBoftkewar. In lAla 
4>a pÉ e t t we skall kekoki GromweU acttng a dì» 
tingniahed part, treadmg wder fioot the vetj 
màt^tkj for whioh ke kad fi^n^t in die fieUL; 
«mg aa toob tke aUest mes ef the affé; atìi 
iiidneing tke Mondi of ììhertr to itrain tìwir 
ntBMwit e»irtiona Ibr the egtrfifaikmeiit ^%va^ 
ittary denpotanB» nnéar wkksh tke fanr of the 
awoìn asperaeded finr a time tke «serciae of 
mfBTf&Ùmt oode^ m the admiaìatratioH of pnblio 

. IntahmgaretrofpeeteflIieev^mtiwhiGhhave 
mftrked dw connie of Ae fiomr precedb|rye«n^ 
ift. will be arimowledged that ibr tke itane of the 
•wat) so fa fo m raMe to their interest^ the Furlia» 
MOttt were gready indekted to the eemragvaad 
«dftìtary talent of Olirer €hromirell« Dnrmg the 
earliar campaigns, the Tietorìea gained hy their 
erma irere merelr norama!, and were therefore 
nanaUy Mlowed by a depretaion of their affiun ; 
nor W9M it nntil the captain of the Hontiag'* 
donhire cavalry roae to ^ raak of a ield iMr 
t2 
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cer that the sddiers of tke commonwealtk codd 
meet on equal terms. the highHspiiited troops 
which follo wed the standard of the King. At 
Marston-Moor the reputation of CromweU e<^ip- 
sed that of every oUier commander who shaied 
wìth him the dangers of a doubtful and v^ry 
perìlpus engagement ; whìle of the viètorjr of 
•Nasehy, ìf Faìr&x was entitled. to the first 
place in the trinmph, the trae judge of profes* 
gional merìt wìll bestow the loudest enoomium 
iipon the achìeyements of his lieutenant-generaL 
< But a condition of thìngs much more dectsiYe 
of his character, rose ont of his own success. 
«The King was therehy reduced sufficiently lov 
to encourage the hope that the ftttiu*e gorenH 
ment of the country might he established on a 
safe foundation, equally favourable to the just 
rights of the crovm and to the liherties of the 
people. But such a compromise, which in ali 
«ircamstanoes must he attended with great dif- 
ficulty, was in this case opposed as well by the 
divided interests of the popular leaders, as by 
the feeling of soperiority which swelled in the 
hearts of the military victors, who now thonght 
tbemsdyes eutitled to give the law to the beaten 
B^^yalists. There were, in fact, three partìes 
who claimed the right of being heard in the &ul 
settlement of aSam ; and it unfortunately hap- 
pened, that on whatever principio the arrange- 
ment should take place» one of the three bodies 
must he sacrificed, to secure the union of the 
^emaining two. A treaty between the King 
;and the Presbyterians necessarily involved the 
politicai downfall of the Independents ; whìle 
an agreement between die crown and the latter 
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class of religionists, mnst infallibly bave led to 
the ecclesiastical Àscomfiture of tkeir oppo- 
nents, the adherents of the Covenant and of the 
Westminster Assembly. In short, it is more 
easy to descrìbe the embarrassment in which 
the King, the Parliament, and the army, were 
placed by the oonclosion of the war, than to 
sudest an expedient by which they might bave 
accommodated their diffcrences, and secured the 
peaee of the nation. An honest patriotism 
wottld, no donbt, bave accomplished much on 
both sides ; but, nnhappily for the repntation of 
the principal characters engaged in that ino- 
mentous conflict, the evil spirit of private am- 
Ution, riralry, and personal dislike, nad nnirer- 
gaily mixed ìtself with the snlien temper engen« 
dered by a false religion, as well as with that 
desire for retribntion and reprìsal which a long 
course of hostilities conld not fail to create in the 
national mind. We are now àbout to see in what 
•numner Cromwell condncted himself amidst the 
' dangers and perplexities of bis new posìtion ; 
and to determine whether bis tactics m parlia- 
ment and in the council were not equal to those 
-which he displayed in choosing bis gronnd, and 
.fixing the moment of attack, in the presence of 
an armed enemy. 
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CHAPTER V. 



From the Arrivai qf the King at HóUenhi^'HùUit, 
io the period ^ hi$ FUght frmn Htimptom 
Court. 

Thb Parliament had no tooner obtained po«* 
semion o£ Ms Majesliy's persout than they reaol- 
vod to diminìsh the numbers of the army> and 
to r^nove from tke exerciae of a dangeroilg 
power the more ambitioufl of the general officers. 
At the period in qnestion, the majority of the 
inflnentud members in both Honses were of the 
Presbyterian persuaeio% and censeqnentiy hoe- 
tile to Cromwell and his Indqpendents ; for 
which reason, the iatter resolved to employ the 
inflaenee which they had acquired from their 
long senrice in the fìeld, to prevent the acomo- 
pliabment of a purpoee so obviously calcnlated 
to endanger both their interest» and th«r pexv 
sonai safety. 

Their bold and sagacious leader dirided hiB 
time between the camp and the House of Com- 
mons, concealing, with his usuai dexterity, the 
pian by which he had determined to oppose the 
power of the one to the pretensions of the other. 
It was only from hints wnich he sometimes drop- 
ped in conversation, that his most intimate 
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Mends cottld conjecture what was passing in 
bis mind ; and in reference to his views at the 
ìnterestuig crisis which was produced by the sur- 
render of the King into the bands of the parlia- 
mentary commissioners, Ludlow commnnicates 
the following cbaracteristic notice : << Walking 
one day with Lieutenant- General Cromwell in 
Sir Robert Cotton's garden, he inveìgbed bit- 
terly against them, (the Commons,) saying, in a 
familiar way to me, * if thy father were alive, he 
would let some of them bear what they deser- 
ved ; adding fartber, < that it was a miserable 
thing to serve a Parliament, to whom, let a man 
be never so faithin], if one pragmatical fellow 
rise up and asperse him, be shall never wìpe it 
off. Wbereas,* said he, * when one serves un- 
der a general, he may do as much servìce, and 
yet be free from ali envy and blame/ This text, 
together with the comment which bis after ac- 
tions put upon it, hath since persnaded me that 
he had already conceived the design of destroy- 
ing the civil anthority, and setting up of bim- 
self ; and that be took that opportunity to feei 
my pulso, whether I were a nt instrument to 
be employed by him to those ends. But having 
replied to his discourse, that we ought to per- 
form the duty of our stations, and trust 6od 
with our bonour, power, and ali that is dear to 
US, not permitting any such considerations to 
discourage us from the prosecution of our duty, 
I never board any thing more from him upon 
that point."* 
In conducting the intrigues, by meant of 

* Làcllow*6 Memoi», voL i. p« 197* 
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which the army was finally turned agaiost the 
Parliament, Cromwell employed the subite mind 
of Ireton, hìs son-ìn-law, and commissary-gene- 
raL Faiifax, ìndeed, was stili commander^in- 
chief, and hence the officiai business of the dif* 
ferent oorps passed through bis hands, and bore 
the nominai ìmpress of bis sanction. Bat, in 
fact, as he himself acknowledges, the real power 
was vested in bis lieutenant-general, who uaed 
the name and authority of bis superior officer 
to furtber the ends of bis own ambition. ^ From 
the time that the army declared their usurped 
authority at Triplow-Heath, I never," says 8ir 
Thomas, << gare my fìree consent to any thii^ 
they did ; but being yet nndischarged of my 
place, they set my name, in way of course, to w 
their papers, wbeth^ I consented or not, snd 
to such failings are ali authorities snbject. Un- 
der parliamentary authority many injuries hare 
been done ; so bere hath a general's power been 
broken and crumbled into a levellmg faction. 
Yet this, I hope, ali impartial judges wìU Inter- 
pret as force and ravìshment of a good name, 
rather than a voluntary consent, wich misrht 
make me eqnally criminal with that faction. * 
The measures oontemplated by Parliament, 
were to drafl part of the army for the reduction 
of Ireland, and to place the remainder on a new 
footing, under the direction of officerà attached 
to their politicai principles. The death of Essex, 
it is true, deprived them of the chief means by 
which they had hoped to realize their seheme^ 
•nd, at the same time, gave additioUal strength to 

• Short Mcmorisls. SoaMrt** Traed^ voi. r» p. 806. 
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thèeuifldoftlieliidependeiits. 8ti]] tbeir resola- 
tion to diminish the ranks of the battalions re- 
served for home serrice, continoed unshaken ; 
snd with this view they sent Cromwell and Ire- 
ton to Walden, the head-qnarters of the Gene- 
ral, charged with orders to soothe the minds of 
•tilie soldierg; to confirm their allegianoe to the 
tiro Houses ; and to indaco as many as were 
waated for Ireland, to engagé heartily in that ex* 
pedition. It is wellknown that this mìgsion was 
not crowned with snocess. The men, whose pay 
had not been regolarly advanced, ìnrìsted upon 
a fall discharge of ali arrears ; complained lond- 
ly of the ingratitude manifested hy the Parlia- 
ment ; prodaced a long list of grìevances which 
•reqnired redress ; and pointed out many abnses 
in the administration of afiaìrs, the removal of 
which they would not suffer to he longer de- 
layed. It has been said that the Lieutenant- 
General and bis son-in-law increased the dis- 
affection» and stìmnlated the resentment of the 
troops. Contrarr to the tmst reposed in them, 
it ìs assertedy they yery mach hindered the 
aerrice npon which they were sent ; not only 
by disconntenancing those who were obedient 
and willing, but by giving enconragement te 
the nnwillmg and disobedient; deckring that 
there had lately been much cruelty and injns- 
tice in the proceedings of Parliament against 
them. In further pnrsuanee thereof, Commis- 
•ary-General Ireton drew up those papere and 
writinga which were then sent from the army» 
addressed as well tothe legislature asto the king- 
dom at lai^e ; tdling the agitators» at the same 
time, that it was lawful for them to refuse to 
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disbaad tmtil they had reeebed fìiU satisfaetion 
for their past sernces.* 

To carry on a regalar negotiation with their 
masters at Westminster, the soldiers elected two 
indiriduals from every regìment to represent 
their wisheSy and to advocate their cause. The 
officerà had formed a simUar association ; and 
henoe these two hodies, who conititoted a stand- 
ing committee of management, or conncil of war, 
bore some resembhmce to the two Houses of 
Parliament. The eleetive members were orì- 
ginally called Adjutators or Àssistants, bnt in 
a little time, either from ignorance or malignant 
wit, they were usuaily. known by ihe name of 
Àgitators* They assmned to themselves the 
right of giving their opinion on ali public mat- 
ters ; of disputing the decisions of the govem- 
ment ; and of listening to such terms as were 
proposed for the satisfaetion of their brethren 
in the camp, as well as for the future regulation 
of military a&irs at home and abroad. They 
were, in short, a deliberative assembly with arms 
in their hands ; and accordingly, when their ar*- 
goments failed to produce the proper effect on 
either House, they struck their tents, or aban« 
doned their quarters in the country, and march- 
ed in order of battio to the doors of the Parlia- 
ment. 

It was at Nottingham, in the month of Fe* 
bruary, that the General first observed the prac- 
tices of the agitators, when they met to frame a 
petition about their arrears. The thing, he al* 

* Sundry Reasona by Mijor Robert Huntington for 
Uyliig éofwn hit Coiiu&ìmIoii. 
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Iqwed) teemed just ; but not liking the way, ha 
gpoke with some officerà who were prmcipally 
ep^aged in it, and got ìt suppressed for the time. 
Jt ìs clear, honrever, that the instìgation upon 
which the army acted could not he subdued hy 
the gentle measures recommended hy Fairfax, 
The genius of Cromwell, there is little doubt» 
animated the conncils of his military brethren 
of ali classea ; and when the camp moved from 
Nottingham to Essex, the Lord*6eneraleven felt 
hìmself under the necessity of devising a pretext 
for a step so sudden and irregular. 

Every candid historìan must regret that for 
the important eventg which fall witmn the limita 
of this chapter, we have no authority to allego 
but 8uch as must be derìred from annalists who 
were unfriendly to Cromwell. No advocate of 
his fame has defined the part which he took in 
exciting the opposition of the army, or vindica- 
ted the motiyes nrom which such questionable con* 
duct appears to have proceeded. Viewed» indeed, 
as a portion of the mtricate game of ambition 
which he had undertaken to play^ the ability 
which he manifested in thwarting the designa 
of the Parliament, cannot be too highly extoll- 
ed. He knew that the leaders of that renown- 
ed convention had resolved to put him down; to 
strip him as far as they could of ali the influence 
which had attached to his name and character ; 
to subject him to a disqualification for ali mili- 
tary employment ; and to brand him as an object 
of suspicion to ali lovers of their country. He 
had heardy too> that votes were carried in the 
House of Commons for reducing the greater 
part of the army under 8ir Thomas FaMfwc, 

VOL. u V 
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and for proUbiting evetj oSeet abore tbe raiik 
of a Golonel, from serving in tbe diminisbed es- 
tablishment wbieh was to be retained. The same 
restriction was applied to every individuai, what- 
over migbt bave been bis former rank, who re- 
fiised to take tbe Solemn League and Covenant ; 
and to ali wbose consciences wonld noi permit 
tbem to conform to tbe Pì*e8byterianform of wor- 
sbip. In self-defenee, therefore, he seems jnsti- 
fied in protecting tbe interests of bis profession ; 
and if bis ambitious views bad not comprebend* 
ed the renewal of war, and tbe destmction of a 
nnmerous body of bis fellow 8nb|eets, tbere are 
few who wonld not approvo tbe resolnte policy 
which he bad determìned to pursne. 

No doubt appears to be entertained by any 
eontemporary writer, that Cromwell set in mo- 
tion ali tbe intrìgnes of tbe military, and at 
lengfth directed the terror of their arms against 
bis opponents at Westminster. He contrived, 
bowerer, to conceal bimself so artfnlly in the 
baek-ground, and to employ instnunents so well 
adapted to bis pnrpose, that the work was oom- 
pleted before tbe unsnspecting Cenerai had al« 
lowed bimself to imagine, that^a second in com- 
mand gave any conntenance to tbose frequent 
actsof insubordination, which no discipline conld 
now snppress. At last» indeed, bis eyes were 
opened, and in the Short Memorial which be bas 
bequeathed to posterity, he lamenta, in words 
which cannot be misnnaerstood, that the success 
of bis army in 1646» <<was soon clonded with 
abominable bypocrisy and deoeit, even in tbose 
men who bad been instirnmental in bringing the 
war to a condusion. Herewastbererdailpoint 
on which the army*8 repulation and honour twnx* 
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ed into n reproncli and scandal. Here the power 
of the armv I once had» was luiurped by the 
agitatori, tKe foreraimers of confusion «nd 
anarchy.'' 

As Cromwell had undertaken at once to di- 

rect the mutinous spirit of the army» and to hood- 

wink the Conunons, he occagionally found him« 

eelf beset with the most serious difficulties, ari- 

sing from the impetuosityof the one, and the 

suspicions of the othen When Sexby and big 

companions appeared at the door of the House 

with a petition, and a propesa! was made that for 

their contumacy they should he forthwith com- 

mitted to the Tower, the Lieutenant-General 

rose in bis phice and protested, that to bis cer- 

tain knowledge the army was greatly misunder» 

Btood and calumniated. He assured the membersi 

that the soldiers willingly put tbemselves into 

the bands of the national representatives, and 

would conform to any thing which Parliament 

znight be pleased to ordain« If the House of 

Commons commanded tbem to disband, they 

would obey without a murmur, and pile up their 

pxm» at the door ol that assembly. For bim- 

aelf, he entreated tbem to accept the assurance 

of bis entire submission and obedience. He be» 

soug^bt tbem, therefore, to bear in mind the long 

services, and the pure and entire loyalty of that 

meritorious body, and to do nothing respecting 

tbem in anger, or under false and mistaken no- 

tions of resentment.* 

This temporizing policy completely answered 

. • Ba3(|er, 9. 50« Warwiok, 9. 390. Oodwin* vd. 
U, f. 301. Q«m«At W«lk«r, p, 31. 
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tbe pmpose which Cromwell had in view. The 
House resolved to send hìm, Skippon, FìeeU- 
wood, and Ireton to the head-quarters of the 
army, with a message to the soldiers, certifying^ 
them that an indemnity wonld he passed to re- 
lieve ali military men front every charge on their 
condnct dnrinff' the war ; that a sum of money 
wonld be remitted for the payment of part of 
their arrears, and that the remainder wonld be 
settled at no distant period. These concessions, 
boweyer, proceeded on the understanding that 
the troops were to be disbanded ; a consumma- 
tion which Oliver, Fleetwood, and Ireton were 
determined to prevent Witìi this view, the 
negotiations were protracted from the second 
of May till the twenty-first; when Cromwell 
appeared in the House, and made, known the 
terms on which alone the soldiers wonld snbmit 
to lay down their arms. Parliament then began 
to see the necessity of pressing their measures 
withont delay. Accordingly, on the 28th of the 
same month, both Houses voted a declaration 
that the army should be rednced inunediately, 
and appointed the Earl of Warwick, Lord De* 
laware, and Sir Gilbert Gerard, to see their re- 
solution carried into effect. 

Meantime the camp was removed from Saf- 
fron Walden to Bury St £dmonds ; where a ge- 
neral council of officers and agitators was soon 
afterwards held, with the intention of avert- 
ing the measure reconunended by Parliamone 
until ali the grievances of the army should be 
redressed. À petition to Fairfax was drawn 
up under the auspices of Ireton». Rich, Okey, 
Robert Lilbume» and Harrisony remonstratìng. 
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in Ike ftnt plaee, «gàiiuit th^ tjrAmioftl pro» 
fmdings of toe two Houmw, aod then tolieìtitig 
that he would order ali the regimenti to come in 
(tolti out-quarterS) and make speedy prepara^ 
tioas'for a genenJ rendezvofia of thewhole army. 
Diuring the delay thos created, a corpa under 
Cioloiid Rainiborough refused to mardh to the 
sea-side» whenee they were to he embarked fòr 
Jersey ; and» at the aame ttme, CSoraet Joyce, su 
officer in Cromwell's owb regiment, proceeded 
to Oxford with a hundred horsemen to secure 
the artiller^ and ammunition deposited in that 
garrison; in order that, shonla the military 
eouncil find it neoeaaary to oppose the votet cn 
Parliam^it by force of anns, they might not he 
destitute of suitahle sapplies. 

It was impoBsible tluit Cromwelly whose in- 
flufflice amonff the soldiery iras known to he 
Tory great, Miould not inour snapicion on the 
part of the two Honaes. Hìs name, it is tme, 
nad never once hemk mentioned in any of the 
petttiona or remonstrancea bronght forward by 
the army ; while in oonduoting a debate on the 
expediency of coercive raeaaures, he waa always 
die moat forward to condemn the nndntifol be- 
haviour of the agitatora, and to inflame the 
reaentment of the Commons. Nay, if we may 
believe Olarendoo, he waa ntored to the higheet 
pitch of grief and anger whenever any intelli- 
gence waa receired firom the mntinoas regi- 
menta. He wept bitterly; he lamented the 
miafortnnea of hia country ; and he adviaed the 
moat violent nieaaares for ehecking the inadbor- 
dìnation of the troopa. At the aame timo he 
eàikd heaToa nd 9mk to witneaa that hit de- 
u8 
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Totedattachment to the PtfrliAment had readér^ 
ed him so odioos in the army, that hìs ììfe, whìle 
among them, was in the utmost danger. 

Bat information in the meanwhUe reached the 
parliamentary leaders, that the Lieutenant-6ene* 
Tal was acting a doublé part ; for that the agita- 
tors, whose turbulence seemed to create in hìs 
breast somu/^angnish and dismay, were in reality 
bis own creature», and accustomed to act on his 
suggestion and authority. It is doubtful whe- 
ther his enemies in the House upbraided him 
with his perfidy, and thereby gave him an op- 
portunity to defend his conduct ; but it is clear 
that Hollis and his party had come to the reso*- 
lution of es^osing his treachery to the view of 
the nation, and even of sendinghim to the Tower. 
Cromwelly whose vìgilance and sagacity could 
ne ver he deceived, got notice of this hostile de- 
termination in time to evade it. He immediate- 
ly left London for the army ; by whom he was 
received with the loudest acclamations, and in- 
stantly invested with the supreme command, 
both of Fairfax, and of ali the orders of men 
who professed to serve under him. 

Some degree of obscurity, it must he acknow- 
ledged, continues to bang over the incident 
which gave occasion to this open defiance of the 
Parliament. Bumet, on the authority of Sir 
Harbottle Grimstone, relates the following an- 
ecdote, which, it is possible, may bave been the 
occasion of this memorable breach between the 
civil and military power. << When the House 
• of Commons and the army were a*qaarrelling,at 
the meeting, of the officers it was proposed to 
-purge the army. better,. that they mìgnt knwv 
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ii^om' to depend on. Cromwelly upon tbat, said 
tlist he was sure of the army ; bnt there was 
another body that had more need of pnrging, 
inamiDg the House of Commons, and he thoaght 
the army only could do that. Two officem, who 
were present, brought an account of this to 
Crrìmstone, who carried them with him to the 
lobby of the House of Commons ; they being 
resolved to justìfy it to the House. There was 
another debate then on foot, bnt Grìmstone di- 
Terted it, and said he had a matter of privìlege 
of die highest sort to hiy before them, it wàs 
about the being and freeoom of the House. So 
-he charged Cromwell with the design of jputting 
"a force upon the House. He had his witnesses 
at the door, and desired they miffht be exami- 
lied. They were brought to the bar, and justi- 
fied ali they had said to him, and gare a fidi re- 
lation of ali that had passed at weir meetings. 
When they withdrew, Cromwell fell down on 
bis knees, and made a solemn prayer to Grod, 
attesting his innocence, and his zeal for the ser- 
Tice of the House; he submitted himselfto the 
providence of God, who had thought fit to ex- 
ercise him with calumny and slander ; but he 
submitted his cause to Him. This he did with 
great vehemcnce and many tears* After this 
strange and bold preamble, he made so long a 
speech, justifying both himsetf and the rest of 
the officers, eiCcept a few that seemed inclined 
to return back to Egypt, that he wearied out 
the House, and wrought so much on his party, 
that what the witnesses had said was so little 
believBd, that, had it been mored, Orimstone 
thought both himself and they would haye been 
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•ent tp the Tower. Bot wbellieir tbeir gui^t 
niftde Ibem modesl;, or that tbey had no mind 
to h»YB the matter much talked of, they let it 
filli ; and there was no «trength on the other 
side to cairy U ftrther. To complete the gceiif, 
•i soon tis erer Gromwell got QUt qf the House, 
he resolved to trust himself no more amongst 
them ; but went to the army» and in a few day^ 
he brought them up and forced a great many 
from the House/'* 

Whateyer truth there may be ìu the above 
statement) no doubt can be entertained as to tb^ 
views of the agitators, and the exìstence of sudi 
a criais as oompelled Cromwell to throw hìm* 
self upon the army, Apprebensìve, at the sam^ 
time> lest the Parliament should enter intQ 
treaty witb the King before their designs were 
ripe for executioii) they resolved to seiae hia 
Majesty's person» and detain hìm in the neiffh- 
bourhood of their camp, until he should fin&y 
detfflmine on what gronnd to make an agree- 
ment with bis peoplfi, For this pnrpose, on th^ 
Ist of Junoy they dispatched Mr Joyce, the sub- 
altem already mentioned, with a nnmeroua 
body of borse to Holdenby-Hoase, under ordeipr«; 
to make the King his prisoner, and to oonvey 
himto thehead-qaartersof the General. Charles;, 
finding ali resistanoe yain> and observing that 
the guards appointed by the Parliament bad 
}oined with the troopers under comet Joyce, 
consented at length to accompany his new guides 
whithersocTer they mìght haye instructions to 

* Biini6t*s Hlitory of hii Own Tirnsi, toL U ^ TI. 
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condnct liim« He was canried the first day as far 
as HinGhinbròoke House, and subseqnently to 
Newmarket, in the neighbourhck>d of which the 
army was encamped. 

The agitators hesitated not to acknowledgé 
that this measnre originated in their cooncil ; 
but the general belief attributed it to the artifice 
of the Lientenant-General, who carne down to 
the army the same day that bis Majesty arrived* 
Fairfax was entirely ignorant of the step now 
mentioned, as well as of the pnrpose for which it 
had been adopted. The foUowing jnoming he 
attended on bis Majesty^ and endeavoured to 
persuade him to go back to Holdenby House ; pro- 
mising to supply him with such a military force» 
as womd render impracticable allsimilar attemptt 
on bis personal security. The King declined to 
return ; and spoke something about bis interest 
in the army, which sbowed that certain proposais 
must bave been made to him, before bis remo- 
Tal from the parliamentary commissioners. Hie 
General immediately smnmoned a councilof war 
to proceed against Joyce, acoordingto martial 
law, for this high offence and breach of duty. 
" But the officers," he adds, " wbether for fear 
of the distempered soldiers, or rather, as I sos- 
pected, from a secret allowance of what was 
done, made ali my endeayours in this inefiec- 
tual."» 

Huntington, the major of CromweU's own 
regiment, gives an account of this transactìon, 
which leaves no doubt that it originated entire- 
ly in thè profound artifice of the Lieutenant-6e- 

* Short Memoriab* Somen'g lVacts,'voL t. p. 394r. 
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nani. In allufion ta the intrigaes ^mtàmà M^ 
Triplow Healiit he remorks» '^ for the eSectvag 
of their furtber purposes, adriee was ffiven by 
Cromwell and by CommÌ89ary*GeneraI Ireton» 
tQ remove the nìiig's person from Holdenby, 
pr to seoi^e bim there by other goards thaa 
those appointed by the conunUsioiiars of Par*» 
liameat; which was thonght most fit to be car^ 
lied on W the private toldiery of the aroiy, aod 
promoted by tae agitatorg of each regiment^ 
whose firgt DuaineB» was to Becure the garriaon 
of Oxfordi wìth the gona and ammunition there ; 
from theoee to mardi to Holdenby in prosecu* 
tioa of the fonner advice» which was aocording- 
ly acted by Comet Joyce» who, when he haa 
oone the bufiness, sent a letter to the General 
then at Keintpn, acquainting bis Excellency 
that the King was on bis march to Newmarket. 
The General» being troubled thereat, told Com- 
missary^^Geoeral Ireton that he did not like it» 
demanding witbal who gave those orders. He 
replied» * that he gaye orders onl^ for securing 
the King there, and not for takmg bim away 
from thence.' Lieutenant^General Cromwell co» 
miiig tben from liondon, said/ if this had not been 
dene» the Kmg wpuld bave been fetched away 
by order of Parliament.' The same day Comet 
Jovee being told that the General was disolea* 
sea with bim for bringing the King from ilol- 
denby» he answered» ^ that Lieutenant-General 
Cromwell gare bim orders at London, to do 
what he had done both there and at Oxford/ "* 
A «imilar statement waa made on the aathp* 
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lity of Joyce, who eomplahif, that for «nowing 
certam iacts to transpire, he wm miserabl^ per* 
eecuted by liie Lord Protector.* HoUii insisti 
that the pian was arranged on the SOth of May, 
in a meeting held at Gromwell'g house in Lon- 
don ; and that the Cornet actually received his 
orders there, to leise the Kin^ and conduet 
him to the army.f Oenend Ludlow, who prò* 
bably waa better acquainted than any other 
with the motives whieh Infloenced the military 
couneil at Trìplow, tells ns, that the agitato» 
of the army, sensible of their coodition, and 
knowing tliat they mast fall under the meroy 
of the Parliamettt, unless, by prosecuting whiU; 
they had begon, they could secare themselves 
from their power ; and fearìng that those who 
had shown themselres so forward to dose with 
the King, out of prìnciple, npon any tenns, 
would now, for their own presenration, reoeire 
him without any, that they might the better 
Bubdue the army, and reduce them to obedienoe 
by force-— resolred to take his Majesty out of 
the hands of the parliamentary oommissioners. 
There can he no donbt that the reasons now 
stated were mainly influential in recommend- 
ing to the partisans of &'omwell the exploit 
performed by Cornet Joyce at Holdenby. But 
as Oliver is said to bave denied ali knowledge of 
the design, and to bave himself declared that he 
did not issue any order to that effect to the sub* 
altern who accomplished it, certain advooales 
forthe purity of bis reputation,haTe used a num* 

* Harleian Miscellany, toI. tìU. p. 293, 
t Memoirsyp, 00. 
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ber of iitfeiiioiii argumeBts to prove that the nk* 
Bure of Uie royal persoli did not originate wìth 
the member for Cambridge. The aathor of the 
Tolame entìtled» <^ Oliver Gromwell and hìs 
Times/' produoes several considerations to pre« 
▼ail upon bis readers << to hesitate in believìng 
that Ùke Lieutenant^Oeneral was.actually cor- 
cemed in the King's removal from Holdeoby." 
He oondudes, however, by admowledging, that 
it does seem probable that Cromwell both knew 
that the measure was contemplated» and so far 
oountenanced it, as to take no steps to preyent 
what he trosted to the violence of its plaaners 
to execute in their own timo.* 

The army, now under the. direction of that 
master mind, who thought nothing was dono 
while there remained any thing to be achieved, 
drew nearer to the metropolis in order to frighten 
the Parliament into compliance with their wishes. 
They adopted the bold expedient of accusing of 
high treason eleven members belonging to the 
Lower House ; who, being Presby terìans, dreaded 
the resentment of the opposiie faction to such 
a degree, that they vacated their seats, and 
sought safety in a temporary concealment. They 
next demanded that themilitia of London should 
be replaced in the hands.of those who had ex- 
ercised the command during the war ; deprìving 
thereby of a powerful source of influence their 
politicai opponents in the House of Commons» 
who had recently invested some of their own 
creatures with the charge of the civic battalions. 
This concession, however, so mudi enraged the 

• Memoirs, p, 19^ . 
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inha^Hante of the city, that they crowded round 
th« doors of the Pariiament, and, by ghouts and 
menaces of the most alarming nature, compelled 
the Commong to rescind their vote. Their ha? 
tred of the army, at the same moment, renewed 
their feeling of compassion towards the King 
and under me impulse of this |feneroiu emotion. 
they msisted npon a resohition being pagsedj 
that the King should come forthwith to London. 
and he hiyited thither with hoqour, fréedomj 
and safety. 

The tendency of «uoh an occnrrenoe was toa 
obTions to escape the penetration of the military 
leaders. Under pretence of freeing the Parlia* 
meflt from restraint, they advanced to Hounslow 
Heath, "v^ere they were met by the two speak- 
erg, Manchester and Lenthall, attended by eight 
peers, and about sixty commoners, who unani- 
mously declared that they carne to the army for 

Erotection. Orders were immediately given to 
>ad the troops into the capital; whither they 
escorted the fqgitiye members of the two 
Hottses, and restored them to the exercise of 
their wonted authority. The citizens, among 
whora the Presbyterìan party had great influ- 
enee, endeavoured to oppose the entrance of 
those military umpires. An attempt was made 
to repair the fortincations, and even to tabe the 
field at the head of the militia. TValler and 
Massey were inyited to assume the command 
of this tumultuary force ajeainst the veterans 
under Fair&x and CromweU ; biit the rapid ap- 
proach of the latter quelled the courage of the 
ciyilians, aud disposed them to gnbmit to the 
moderate terms whidi were held forth by their 
. VOL, I. X 
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invaders.' By a Tote of botb Houses the Gene- 
ral was made ConstaUe of the Tower of lion- 
don ; and this was immediately followed by a 
resolation for a day of thankagiving, that Par- 
liament was restored to its honour and freedom 
with so little efiFusion of blood. The submission 
of the city, and the cònsequent triumph of the 
Independents, took place on the 6th of August» 
1647. 

During the greater part of the moriths of Jnne 
and July, the King had accompanied the mo- 
tions of the army ; occupying in the neighbonr- 
hood of their cantonments such honses as were 
fit for bis residence. At this period began that 
rivalry of attention to bis Majesty, on the part 
of the two great factions who were stmggling 
for ascendency in the nation, which led hun to 
hesitate so long which of their ofFers he shonld 
accept, that he finally lost the good opini<m and 
support of both. The conduct of Crpmwell, at 
this jnncture, was liberal and considerate. He 
granted permission to the King*s friends to tì- 
sit him in private ; allowed the royal chaplains 
to resumé their professional dnties in the house* 
hold ; and forbadie ali restraint but suckas migbt 
he thonght necessary to prevent the sndden de- 
parture of bis captive. On the Ist of «Fuly bis 
Majesty was indiuged so far as to bare leave to 
spend a day or two at the castle of Windsor ; 
and wberever he went, care was taken that pre- 
parations should he made for bis reception, not 
mferior to what had been cnstomary in a royal 
progress. Cromwell even procared for the King 
the pleasnre of an interview with bis younger 
cbUdren, who were stili in the hmÌ9 of the I^ 
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UaaM&t* ThtB meeting took place oa the 15thof 
Jalyì; and the Prìnces were ùuriher ailowed to 
pass a short time wìtb their royal parent at €a« 
Tersham, a seat belonging to Lord Graven. The 
people flocked in great nnmbers to see them, and 
stresred the way wìth branches and flowers. 

The King and Parliament being both subdned 
to the interestsof the Independents, the thonghtt 
of Cromwell and Ireton were now seriously 
tuHKd to the important task of pladng the af- 
faire of the kingaom on a pennaaent basis. The 
higher and more inflnential of the mititary offi- 
cerà were disposed to adopt the same yiews ; and 
hence proposals were drawn np in the name of 
iha army, and presented to Charles for bis consi- 
deration. The substance of these artides respect- 
ed» in.the first place, certain improrements.in the 
eonstitution of ParUament, the elèction of mem- 
bers, and the period of sitttng. Secondly, it:wa8 
providedy that the military power by sea and 
land ahoold be for the next ten years at the 
disposai of Parliament ; the King not to inter- 
fere with the appointment of officerà during that 
period nor afterwards, without the consent of 
the legislature. No porson who had carried 
anns against the Parliament was to hold any 

elaoe in the public service for fiye years, nor to 
e a member of either House until after the 
lapse of the same spaoe of timo. The great of* 
ficera of state were to be for the next ten years 
in the nomination of Parliamenti who afterwards 
were to name three candidates» of whom the 
Kii^ was to select one. Peers who had been 
made since the removal of the great seal in 1642, 
Wi«fr net to ait in V9K^mosm% wilhout Ibe eon* 



sent ef ^th Hraseiu Ali grcntf anèw tàe 
King'a great Mal amce that time wera lo be 
proDOimoed roìd ; while ali deeds bearing tbe 
anpress (tf tliat uaedby the Pariiament» w«re to 
be dedared valid. AUoocnaFepowerìnbialu^ 
and etiier ecdeaiaelical offieers, extanding to ciril 
jpeiudtMay was to be taken awayi Ibe «se of 
the hUagy waa net to be eaioiBed; nor, on tibe 
òtherbaiid, tbetaking ef the Cotenaat to be 
eafoffeedi Farther, the ^ìng^ Queeii» aadro^ 
ìarae we^ to be reitored to ufety, hoaoor, «ad 
frcedem^ withent duniantioa of their rìffhta^ 9ir 
limitatHm to the exereiae of regal power^beyesd 
^hat ia Gostained itt the above particulan* Fi- 
aalljr» a namber of state deUiiq«eiitB> mt ex- 
oeedbigfit*, wvve to beexoepted fìrooi thebene* 
fit of whaftcrrer iademnity aught be granted by 
Parliament, in behalf of lliose whohad aerfod in 
the i^amp or eomicil of the monardi. 

Gromwvli ajppeared rery deairous fbr a tq>eedy 
agreement with the Kiag, iitsOBMich, «aye l%r 
J^n BerÌDeley, <fatt ^he aoaiatanes ceK^[àatBed 
of hi$ con Ireton's alowneat in perfectuig the 
proposaifly and bis imwilliBgiieas toeMae np to 
faig Mi^eaty'fl aease: at other tiiiM% he woald 
triah that Sir John ^awidd aet mere fhiakiy, and 
net tie hiataelf vf by awtrolr ptiacipiea.'' Bat 
CAau-les waa «ti^ggevied bylàe threo atlMoB wbi^ 
prorided fbr the puaiifament of Ida frienda, their 
laoapaoity to serve in ParliameM;> and the obbs- 
sion of ali legai anpport for the Bpìaoopal eharch. 
In alhnion to the finto of Stnifford» ho dedared 
that no Hian i^ovld sofFer for hia eako ; aftd om- 
dnded an istonriew to iriudi ha had 
AooDfluùiMatoio Of iho «nvy, j 
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tliat he eoiild not accept their propofals, and» 
moreoVer, that their ìnterests coidd not be lon 
snopoited withont hu co-operation« << You wil 
faU to min if I do not snstain you." 

The negotiationg thus carried on between the 
King and the principal officerà, alarmed the agi- 
tatorsy who imagined that Cromwell had reaol- 
yed, by a compromise with Charles, tjjo aggran- 
dise himself, and leave them to their fate. At 
ali erents, the Lieutenant- General affected to 
consìder himself in danger, and actually request- 
ed that Berkeley and Ashbumham, the agents of 
his Majesty, would not repair so frequently and 
with so little disgoise to his qnarters. He stili, 
indeed, dedared his undiminished anxiety for 
an adjustment of ali differences ; imprecatine on 
himself and his posterìty the vengeance of hea- 
ven, if he were not sincere in his endeavours to 
serve the King in that particular; but, at the 
sane time, he did not conceal his apprehensiona 
in reg^ard to the inconstancy of the army. 

It has been usuai to charge Cromwell with 
insincerity in relation to the progress and fail-» 
ure of this negotiation. Lndlow dedares his 
belief, that Ireton nerer had any intention to 
dose with the King, but only to lay his party 
aaleep whilst they were contestmg with the 
Presbyterians in Parliament. The opinion of 
oontemporary writers coincides for the moit part 
with that of the author now named, in regard 
bothto theoommissary-general and his father-in- 
law ; and yet none of them has supplied evidence 
sniBcient to justify an inference so extremely un- 
faTouraUe to the eandonr of Oliver. It is, theré- 
forei not improbaUe that he waa.in efonesl» and 
x2 



tke King» for a cetiaài éegree i^ weakk «di 
tank te he conf ecred «pon àansélf «nd £B»iiiiy» 
There is a story told by tfas antkor •£ tli« Me« 
moirs of L«rd Bregfai], on tfae aotiunily ^ ihat 
AoUeHiaiiyivliich fan bemtkos^^ht to tluw aone 
lìghÉ oa the laotìres •£ CramweU in tlie lattor 
stage of thit transaotioii. His loriUbip is saie 
lo kave eatered hrto eeSFsrialioii witk ttie LieH* 
teDant-Genesal npea the sniigect of tke Kmg*n 
eveoatioii, wken the latter remarked, that if 
Charles htd Mkfwoà Ids owbl sttmé» and had 
had tmcrty servants abont hhn, he lud fooled 
both the Parlitnaent aad the army ; addìng» << wo 
had once had aa ladìiiatìoii to co0ie to tenaa 
wkh Moky imi somelkmg tfaat happeoied dreir 
iM «ff from h"*-^*^ Tke reason of an iaclìiiatìoii 
to eoaae to terms wkh hìm ìrasy we fotiBd tke 
Beat» and PretbyterwBB b^[aii tohe more powwr*- 
§tà tiiaa wey and weape str^moiisly eadeaTaar^ 
ìng ta atrìke ixp an a^greement wiìtk tbe King, 
«àleaira asinthehirdi; wharafove we tibonrht 
to p«0f«Ht tkem hy offerm^ more reasomdm 
eoadtlMBS. Bat wkile we weve buaìed with 
these thougkts, there came a lettor to as £rom 
ime of oar qpies, who was of the King's bed» 
ohamber, aoqimiiitmr 119 tkat onr final dM>m waa 
deoreed that day: wkat it was ke eonld iwt teB, 
bnt a letter was gone to tke Qnewi intk tke oott* 
tensts of ìty wkidbL lettor was sewed up m Ihe 
efebrt of a saddle^ and the beiffer of it woidd 
come wkk tke saiddle upon hn head aÌMMit ten 
ti'olook tke following lùght, to the Bine Bear 
Inn in Helbom» wkere he waa totakekatse far 
bm0f. Tke BM w a ggw tmew ulbuig «f tha 
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l«É*er im tìne tìbàUej Vul nome ene k Do^rer didL 
We w«9re tben al; Windsor ; «Hd ÌHiBMdkitoly 
ofOB the reoe^t of the letter fì<oiii evr s^y, Ive- 
tfM snd I resolved to take a trusty felow with 
US, and m troopers' kabita te go to tlie àm; 
whick aeeerdkiglv we did, and aet ottr wasat al; 
tke gale of tke inn to watck. The gate waa 
•shtfty knt tke wìeket waa open, aad o«r raaai 
stoed to gire US notiee wken any one cani^ with 
a aaddle ou ki« head. Ireton ma I aat in a bojc 
near the wicfeet and eaUed £»r a oan of be^, and 
thea another, drìnking in that disgtdae till tmi 
o'oloek» when our sentuiel gare m notiee that 
the man with the saddlewasoomob Upon whick 
we immedìately rese; and when the man was 
leading onit his borse saddled, we carne up te 
him with onr swords drawn, and teld him we 
were to seardi ali who went in and out there; 
bnt as he loeked likean honest feUow, we woald 
onlj seatch his eaddle: wlédi we àia, and lònnd 
the lettor weleokedfor* Ola opening it, we vead 
V;^s.the centents, in which the King aoqnainted tke 
Tlkyrn that he was now eonrted hy koth ike 
itmions, the Scota, Preskyterkms, and tìie araiY; 
that which of them bid fìMrest fbr hkn shoold 
have him ; Aat he thoagkt he oodkl dieso soon- 
er with the Soots d»tt the (Mker* Upon which 
we tqpeeded to Windsor, md finding we were 
net Ùbb to bare any tolemUe terms firen the 
King, we immediately res^Ted to mai him.'' 

Inere is nnich appeiwance of trath in ibis nar- 
rative, beoaose the statoBient of Cromwdl agnes 
with a variety of other £Mts whiek knve keoi 
broi^fkt to liprt in tke oonraeef tke neootiatìott. 
Itit«8rtatntÌMKtboék] ' '^' '" 
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and, moreoyer, that they respectively <»ilarged 
their terms of agreement, in proportion as each 
suspected that the other wss gaining cprotmd. 
Charles balanced their offers with a steady hand, 
resolred that the faction vhich bid fairest for 
him should have him ; bnt not having niiicli con- 
fidence in the sincerity of either, ne hesitated 
too long, and was at length rejected hy both. 

It is not a little remarkable that it was at 
Windsor, to which place Cromwell and Iretou 
are said to bare retnmed after making the dìs- 
covery at the Bine Boar Inn, that these leaders 
first consented to a proposai for pntting the 
King to death. Charles, in the meantime, had 
retired from Hampton Court, and sought an 
asylum in the Isle of Wight; a step which the 
unfortunate monarch was indnced to take, in 
consequence of certain insinnations that bis life 
was threatened by aviolent ^M^on in the army. 

There had recently sprnng np in the ranks 
a class of politicai fanatics, who dedaimed 
against ali distinctions in sodety, except such 
as rested on mental endowments or spiritual 
gifts, and who, from the objects they professed 
to bave in riew, were denominated Lerellers. 
This mischievous sect had formed an alliaace 
with Ike agitators, and thereby acquired so 
mnch infinence among the common soldiers, as 
to place on a rery insecure footing the anliio- 
rity of the regimental officers, and eren of the 
Lieutenant-Greneral himself. Animated by a 
bitter hatred towards kings, nobles, and ali the 
privileged classes, they vìewed with great sns- 
picion the intercourse which subsisted between 
Cromwell and the royal quarte»; and they are 
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typywte d te fcaire ykUed so fiur m om eoe»» 
sion to iheìc TOsentmenty as io meditate the 
dcath <^ that oommaitder, as «n apostate firou 
the prìnciples of liberty. It may ther^ore be 
regarded as not akogether improbable that» in 
a fit of iatemperate Beai, they, in like manner» 
used threatening laaguag^ in referenoe to the 
person of the moiiarch; and he&ce that Grom- 
well had some pretext for conTeyiog to him die 
Information wlueh has been snpposed to hasten 
ìùm final resolutìon. Bnt when, on the etker 
band, vre confidar with how mach ease he sup» 
ntesaed the tHrbalence of the levellers» when 
Le saw it necessary to recali them to a sense 
of military duty> we shall find it difficolt to be* 
lieve that, if no other reason had int^rrened to 
break off the treaty Teidi the King, he would 
hare been deterrea irom his purpose by the 
mimnnrs of a few enthusiastioid soldiers. 

That Gromwell wrote to the eiker in com^ 
mand at Hampton Court, is manifest from wàaÉ 
traaspired dnring the examinatiim of the latter 
at the bar of tàe House of Commons. Addres»* 
mg Jbhe Speaker, Colonel Whaky says, ^< yoa 
d^Qaad of me what that lettor was thiat I show- 
ed the King the day he went away. The letter 
I shall show yoa ; bnt, with your lea^e, I shaìl 
first aei]iiaint yen with the aathor, and the 
gscfoiind of nty diowing it to the King. The 
author is lientenaat-General Oranwell; the 
§veiaid of my showing it was this ; the iettw 
ÌDtimates seme mnrderons desijpi, or at leaet 
some fear ef it» agaliist his Majesty. When I 
vead die Iettai^ I waa mach asteniahe^» abhor« 
risg that such a thing should be done^ or so 
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much 88 thoQgfat of by any that bear the nftue jof 
Ghrìstians. When I had shown the letter to his 
Majesty, I told him I was sent to safe^^puard 
him, and not to morther him ; I wUhed hiia4!0 
be confident no sach thing shoidd he dona ; I 
would first die at his feet in his defence^ and 
therefore I showed it to him that he might be 
assured, thoagh menacing speeches . carne ire- 
qnently to his ear, onr general officerà abhorred 
so bloody and so viUainous an act/' 

It has Deen supposed that the flight of Charl^ 
irritated the leyellers, and drove them to the 
rery brink of insurrection. Fairfax gare ordera 
that a remonstrance should be prepared, to re- 
fate the calumnies which were directed against 
the principal commanders, Andexphiia the mo- 
tives npon >irhich their conduct had proceeded. 
On the 15th of Noyember, four days after 
Charles had dis^peared, the General and Crom-. 
well went down to the army, in order to read 
that paper at the head of every regìment. In 
two corpsy which had joined the camp without 
permissione tlie majority of the men were ex- 
tremely disaffected; hearing on their hats a 
molto espressive of their desires^ << The people*a 
freedom, and the soldiers* rights.'* One of the 
battalions yielded to reason, and removed the 
emblem of insubordination from their caps ; bnt 
as the other seemed determined to set at defi* 
ance the power of discipline^ Cromwell sprang 
into the ranks, and seized the most active of the 
ringleaders. A court martial, which waa im- 
mediately held» condemned sereral of them to 
be shot; and the sentence was fÌNrthwith %x/^ 



OLIVER CROMWELL. 263 

<mtèd'tipoiì òné individuai, whose fale, às in a 
foi^mer case, was determined by casting lots. 

Siibordination being restored, Cromwell re- 
tamed to bis duty in Parliament, wbere, on the 
19th of November, he gave '< an account of the 
proceedings at the late rendezTOus, and how, by 
6od*8 great mercy, and the endeayours of hìs 
Bxcellency and officers, the army was in a very 
good conmtion." The House ordered to gire 
Lieutenant-General Cromwell thanks for bis 
good Services. A short time after, a solemn fast 
was kept by the Greneral and bis staff. " The dn- 
tles of the day were performed by diverse of 
the officers, amongst whom there was a sweet 
harmony. The Lientenant-general, Commissa- 
ry-genend Ireton, Colonel Tichbume, Colone] 
Hewson, Mr Peters, and other officers, prayed 
very fervently and pathetically. This continned 
from nine in the moming till seven at night." 

Whatever share Cromwell may bave had in 
the departure of the King fìrom Hampton Court, 
it is manifest that bis Majesty did not conceive 
that their negotiation for a settlement of éublic 
acfiairs was to be.thereby entirely concluded. 
On the contrary, he dispatched Sir John Berke- 
ley from the Isle of Wi^ht with letters to the 
principal officers, entreatmg them to fnrdier bis 
views for a speedy accommodation. Hammond 
bad sent bis chaplain on a similar message, con- 
jnring the military chiefs, by their engagements, 
their honour, and conscience, to remove every 
obstacle ont of the way, and not to yield to the 
fiintastic g^ddiness of l^e a^tators. About an 
bonr after bis arrivai at Windsor, Sir John 
irent to the G«neral's qq^rters, wbero he fonnd 



Ae òffieMi òf the aràiy assènibled; aii4 lii^llgr 
admiltedy deli^ered his lettera to Fair&x^ wlio 
inunediately requmted him lo witàdraw. AHer 
Ile had attended about half aa kovr, he vas 
oaBed in again, and t<dd fay the Oeneral» witb 
some severìty in his face, that they were the 
Parliament'a anny, and therefl»e could say no« 
tidog to the King's motioa about pe«ee» baf; 
mnist refer tfaose matters, and thè King's lettw^ 
to their ocmsìderalian. Then Berk^y kicdced 
iqioa CSroxQweU» Ireton, aad the reat éf hia ac-* 
qnaintanee, wfao saluted him v^y coldly, thew^ 
big him Hammond's Ietl«r to thein> and smìlBig' 
with disdain upon it* 

Bèorkeley prooeeds to relate» that beingthna 
disappcdotedy he went to his lodgìngs in a state 
of great uneasiness, and remained there tìB to- 
¥rarda eyening, whea he sent ont his seirant to 
find> if posaiUe, any one of hit military acqnaÌBt- 
anoes. He fortunately mot with <me, (supposed 
to he Crfineral Watson,) who told him to ioform 
hia master that he womd meet him at midnight 
in a dote behind the Garter Inn. At the time 
and place aj^pointed, they met, when the officer 
aoqnainted him hi generai that he had no goed 
news to communioate ; and then, desoending t^ 

Srtioulart» said, « You know that I aad ray 
ends engaged ourselTet to yon ; that we were 
aealons fer an agreement, and if the rett weate 
net so, we were ahuted. That tinoe the tnmuits 
in the army, we did mistmst Cromwell and Ire- 
ton, whereof I iaformed you, I eome now to 
teli yon that we mistmst neither» and that we 

«'BerlMky't Memoirs. See Note £. 
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are Téflòlved, notwìthstandmg our engagement, 
te éestroy the Kiog and his posterity^, to which 
Ireton has made two propositions this aftemoon; 
ene, that you shoiild be sent prisoner to Lon- 
don ; the otlier, lliat none speak with you npon 
pain of death, and I now hazard my life by doing 
it. The way designed to min the King, ìs tq 
sead eight hundred of the most disaffected in 
the aimy to seGin*e his person, and then to briog 
liiai to trial ; and I dare think no farther. This 
will be done in ten days» and therefore if the 
Kinff €ftB escape, let him do it as he loves his 
life.' 8ir John then asked the reason of thi^ 
«hange, since the I^ii^ had dono ali things in 
(^mplianoe with the army, and that the offi» 
«ert were become superior since the last ren- 
dez voai. He repHed, that he could not certàinly 
teli; bnt eonoeived the ground to be, that thongh 
tme of the mutineers was shot to death, eleven 
more made prisoners, and the rest in appearance 
OTorawed, yet they were so far from being so 
indeed, that two-tnirds of the army had since 
been with Cromwell and Ireton to teli them, 
that though they were certain to perìsh in the 
«nterprise, they would leave nothing unattempt^ 
ed to bring the whole army to their sense ; and 
that if ali &iled, they would make a division 
among the troops, and join with any who would 
assist them in the destruction of those who 
.should oppose them* Upon which, h^ added, 
Cromwell and Ireton argued thus : If the army 
dÌYide, die gréater part will side with the Pres- 
byterìans, and will, in ali likelihood, prevail to 
ourrnìn, liy forcing us to make our applications 
to the Kìi4;^.wharttn w^ shall rather beg than 

VOImL y 
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fxffor •»▼ aittgtum ; wkkb if tk^ 8%4r.slMril 
giye^ ima afterwardg haye the gcM^ fortanQ to 
preTail» if he shall then pardon uà, i% will be ali 
we <saa pretenda and more thau we oaa oertaiiily 
promue to ourselFes ; thereupon condudingi 
that if thay could noi bring the anay tp their 
aenaei it were best tq oomply with them» a scbism 
being utterly destructire to botb* In purauaaee 
of this resolutioDy Cromwell beat ali hi» tbou^hts 
to mal^e hi« peape with the party that was opr 

Elite to the King» acknowledgiug» aa he well 
ew how to do on. sueh occaaions, tikat '< the 
ery of thif world had so daavled bis eyes, that 
could net discern dearly the great vrork that 
the Lord was doiag." 

. Sir John fìirther informa us, that next mom* 
ing he sent Colonel Cooke to Cromwell to let 
bim know that he had lettera and instrnctions 
lo him from the King ; but the Lieutenant-Ch»* 
neral retomed answer by the same messenger^ 
that he couLd not see him, it being very danger- 
ous to them both ; bidding him be assured that 
he would serve the King as long as he could do 
ìt without bis own ruin, but desired that it 
might not be expected that he sbould perish for 
bis sake.* 

Ludlow, who abridges the narrative now gi- 
Ten, put little confidence in the promìses of 
Cromwell and bis son-in-law, the oommissaryv 

K neral. On the contrary, he snggests, that 
Ting secured the city by an armed force» pep- 
■oaded the King to refnse the propositions of 
the Parliament, subdued the leyellers, and^ by re- 

• Ladlow^ TOL i. ^ M6* , 



iKuMng Ms Majeflty, freèd themÉeltet Annh hti 
hmportanity, theykad resolred to rid thdir bandi 
of him altog«ther. They deemed it mora pò* 
Htie, at the game tiin#) to devolve the final ne^ 
^tiations wfth the nionareh npon the Parlia-^ 
nent, wkom they shonld thereby render respen- 
tìihìe for the eatastrophe whien they taw wbm 
Mkely to take plaee ; for they knew weii thal 
làe P^^ebjrterian party wonld not come to ail 
Iq^eenient with him on llie terme propoeed hf 
line army, and that their own faetion hi the 
Commons would not now treat on the low6i6 
eonditione to which hie mlfifortones mlght com*' 
pel hhn to doeeend. 

In a case so extremely oompllcated, and whtek 
htrolved the fate of so many interests, not eiey 
tò he reconeiled, it is not surprising^ that ther« 
ehould have been perpetuated aeainst Charlei 
the charge of insincerity. He dtd not Mi to 
péroeive the vaine of hìs accession to bodi of 
the two parties who courted him ; and as it wa« 
àvovredly a bargabi on either side, the impnta- 
tion of seUish motives night petiiaps, not with** 
out some show of jnstice, nave been reciprocaliy 
t^rged by the Kmg, the Parliatnent, and the 
army. Ilis Majesty, too, laboured mider a pe* 
cvdiar disadvantage in eondncting ali the treaties 
tfhich were proposed to him after the battio et 
Naseby, hiasmuch as he conld not negotiate with 
more than a part of bis people at one timo ; and 
hence he had no secunty that his eoncessionSs 
however ample> would effect the great ofcjeet 
whtch both himself and Ms opponents professed 
to have in view. 

For exataple^ in <bt eonference wMcb took 
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place at Hampton Court, where Cbal*leìsìtrfébled 
the propositiona offered by Cromwell tata bis 
son-in-law, Sir John Berkeley, being desiroaa 
to< brìng about a settlement, <' demanded of Ire- 
toa and the other offioers, wbat they woold do 
ìf the King should consent ; by wkom it was 
answered, that they would offer them to the 
Paiiiament for tbeir approbation." From this 
acknowledgment yre may perceite, that «n aó» 
eeptance of the terms proposed by the army 
would not necefsarìly bave formed the basis ci 
a peaoe wìth the national representatires ; and, 
consequently, that thè sovereign had much rea* 
8on in bis arguments when hd re<{ttested that 
ebikiinissionèra mfght be mutually appointed by 
the Parliament and by the council of office» 
respectively, to prepare the way for a peraonal 
treaty, in the conclusione of wmch ali interesta 
might be united. 

To this pian» howerer, apparendy so equit- 
able, neither the military nor parliamentarv 
leaders could over be induced to accede. Each 
wished to negotiate separately ; to gain the rov« 
aiists by dosing with their master ; to strength* 
en their own hands, in short, in order that they 
might be able to put down their rivab. Can it 
be a matter of surprise, then, that Charles, when 
he found that the only result at which bis nego* 
tiations coald arriye, was to array the King and 
the Parliament against the army, or the £ang 
and the army against the Parhament, should 
bave hesitated to conclude with either faction ; 
and that he should bare entreated, as he ali along 
did entreat, to be allowed to submit the contro* 
vers^ to the people at laige^ in the capital of hia 
empire? 



la.tbe meaatime» hìs Majesty was assailed by 
repoH» of various kinds that bis lìfe was in dan- 
ger, and informed tbat if' be wished to escape 
the band of an assassin, be must fortbwìtb leave 
Hampton Court. Being perplexed by tbe coun« 
ueì» of bis secret enemìes, and by tbe zeal of bis 
injiidicioiis frienAs^ he ìasaew not wbat expedient 
to adopt. Some advised bim to go to Londoa 
and iqal^e bis appearance in tbe House of Lords; 
dtliers r«oommeBded bis immediate departuré 
firom die kmgdom ; wfaile a tbird party suggest- 
ed «n immectiale and mfieonditioBai oompliaace 
with tbe yieirs of tìM Preebyterìans in Sootland 
as well as in Engknd, << At bist," sap LudloWy 
**he TeMireà to gv to die isle of Wigbt, being^ 
És k mott ]^:«obable> reoommeaded tbitiier ì^ 
Gromweli, wèo, as well as tbe Kiag^badagood 

Simon of G^onel Hammond^ m goremor 
ere» * 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Contaimng an Account of the Prhwipat Occur* 
rences which took place from iJie tìme tìuU the 
King arrived in the Isle of Wight^ to the period 
ofhis Execution in JanìMsry 1649. 

The vigorous meMures adopted by Fairfax 
and Cromwell at the geaeral rendezvou&of Iha 
army, placed the power of the commonwealth 
entirely in theìr hands. The Parìiament» after 
the retreat of the eleven members, had shown a 
disposition to submit to their military guides» 
and even, to premete theyr yiewfl ; und every 
thing would bave hastened to a confirmed de»- 
potism under the mixed oligarchy of the sword 
and the gown, had not the peonie, whose inte« 
rests had ceased to he remembered by either 
pai*ty, revived for a moment to a senso of the 
danger wìth which they were threatened. They 
had seen the war come to an end without be- 
stowing upon them any of the advantages which 
they had been led to expect. A sum of money, 
largo beyond ali precedente was raised annaally 
upon the projperty and labour of the nation ; an 
army exceedmg forty thousand men was kept 
up to overawe the populace, whose battles they 
pretended to fight ; while hondreds of officers. 



OLIVER CROMWELL. 8Ti 

origtn&Uy poca* imd of the meanégt professìons; 
were now m the enjoyment of great vrealth, aad 
some of them not a little disposed to trample on 
the rìghts of their lesa fortunate brethren.* 

The Kinff having rejected the four proposab, 
or billsy as they were oidled, which were sent to 
him as the basis of a treaty, Cromwell and Ire* 
ton labonred to stimulate the Commons to the 
most violent resolutions. The latter, professing 
to speak the senso of the army, under the appel- 
httion of Many Thousand Godly Men, who had 
hasaided their lives in defence of the Parliamenti 
^sserted that the King, by declining the bills» 
had refìised safety and protection to bis people* 
Ùe reminded the members, that their obedience 
to the soyereign was but a reciprocai duty for 
bis attention to their interests ; and that as he 
had failed on bis part, they were freed from ali 
obligations to allegiance, and must settle the 
Qation without consulting any longer so mis- 
g^ded a prìnce. Cromwell, in lìke manner, after 
giving a flattering character of the army, whose 
valonr and godliness he extolled in the highest 
degree,recommendedthat the Parliamentshould 
now guide and defend the kingdom by their owu 
power, and not accustom the people any longer 
to expect safety and goyemment from an obsti- 
nateman whoseheartUod had hardened. " Teach 

* Mn Hutchinson, speaking of Major- General Harri* 
son, saysy that he " who was but a meane man^s aonne, 
and of a meane education, and no estate before the warre, 
had gathered au estate of L.2000 a-yeare, besides engross^ 
ing grate oflìces, and maintained bis coach and famUy ai 
a heìghth as if ibey had been borile to prindpallity.** YoL 
ii. p. 175. 



safety» and that of the kìngdom, in wkick thein 
t#0 w iiiYolved, to imagìnethemselveB betrayed 
and their interedis abandoned to the raM et tot 
ìfrecaodlable enemy, whom lor your sake tibey 
bave dared to proroke. Beware/' (and «t tkese 
words ko laid his kand on bis sword,) ^ kewarey 
lest degpair cause them to neek safety ky some 
dfther means tkan by adherìng to vou, iHio kiivw 
not kow to consult your own safety.** 

No sooner, then, was it resolred by tk« two 
Honses, tbat no more addresses sboiild be made 
to the King, and that no correspoftdenee lead« 
iag to a settlement of aifìiirs sbould be renewed, 
tkan a general ferment agttated the pnHic muid. 
Every one snspected that it was the inteit^on 
df thosé who had assumed the direction of «fimn, 
to aboiish entirely the monarchical govemmeiity 
and to introduce in its place a military dei^pot- 
iBm. The great majority of the natìon, accord* 
ingly, began to wisk for the restoration of tke 
sorereign. Muck dirersity of opinion prevaiied, 
indeed, with respect to the condttions ; bnt ali 
agreed, that what Charles had so often demand* 
ed, a personal treaty, ought to be granted, as 
the most likely means to reconcile opposite inte- 
rests and to lead to a satisfiftctory arrangement.* 

ISkarcely a day passed which was not maHted 
by some occurrence indicative of the popular 
feeling. An àlarming tumnlt in the city, in 
which the apprentices forced the guarda and yen- 
tured to engagé the military under the command 
of the GeneriJl, was quiddy followod by tinilir 

* Uogwrd, ToL l p* 409. 
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dùflBrliuie«» ih Norwich, Canterbury^ Exetàr, 
aifid several otker plaees. These were, indeed, 
soea sttppressed by the TÌgilanoe of Fairfax and 
of the oounty eommittees ; but the cry of '' Gh>d 
and the King I" shoated by the rioters on these 
OGoasionsy sufficiently proved that the sentiment 
in favour of royaJty was every hour gaining 
atitength. At the same time, petitions from dii- 
ferent public bodies poured into the two Honses^ 
ali concurring in the same prayer, that the army 
«hould be disbanded^ and the King brought back 
U> hi9 capital. Cromwell and bis friends, awarè 
that it would not be in their power to control 
thedty while their forces were employed in the 
fieldt withdrew their opposition in the Lower 
Chamber so far, as to permit the Presbyterian 
pwrty to carry a Yote> that no change should be 
made in the fundamental govemment of the 
realm by King, Lords, and Commons ; and on 
this ground the citizens declared themselves en« 
gaged to live and to die with the ParliaoGient»* 
Nor were these demonstrations in favour of 
the King confined to tumults and popular up- 
xoars» The men of Kent, under Hales and 60- 
ring, flew to arms, and engaged the troops com« 
mauded by Fairfax and Major-General Skip- 
ton. They were indeed defeated, but the reso- 
lution with which they fought at Msùdstone en- 
dangered for a moment the ascendency of the 
republicans. The Welsh, at the same time, 
who throughout the whole war had been friendly 
to, the royal cause^ once more assembled under 
the banners of their chiefs ; and Colonel Foyer, 
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Iàk6 goTdmor of Pembroke Castk, WM tÉe fcti 
to proclaim th« authority of the monarcli, ani 
to bid defiance to tbe threats of the independ* 
ents. Seyeral town» followed the example wità 
which they were thns supplied ; and in Bomé 
skirmishes which followed, the advaBtag^ wai 
on the side of the royalists. 

But the approach of OromweQ at the head ef 
a few regiments of veteraos crushed the hopei 
of the insurgents. Having drìven them withia 
their walls, the Lieutenant-Generalimniedlalely 
invested Pembroke ; resolved to carry the iérU 
re8« in bis nsual manner by a spirited ammlt» 
His men^ cheered by the presenoe of their in- 
rincible leader, and inflamed by the fanatieal 
discourses of Hugh Peters, dashed into thti 
ditcfa, aseended the ramparts, and were aboat 
to throw themselves npon the garrison, whem 
they had hoped to find unprepared, when, ena 
isudden, they were attaeked with the ntmost 
fiiry, and, after a sanguinary conflict amidst th$ 
darkness and confìision of night, oompelled to 
return to their camp, eonsiderably duninished 
in nnmber. Six weeks wei'e spent in the ti^ipe 
t>f Pembroke; an interrai which, under more 
active friends than now eonducted the affairs of 
Charles in the field, might bave tumed the foiw 
tane of the war. 

The Scots, whose aid dnring the whole cacme 
of these ciyil broils, was extremely nnpropitions 
to the monarchy, had again recrnited their army 
to fight for the King and the Covenant. Hiemore 
lìgid Presbyterians, suspicions as to the red 
object of the expedition, had opposed the exer- 
tions of Hauttlton in ali dia aistricts to which 
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Umìi* inflvence extended; «nd h^nce the troops 
whtoh he raised were not only far from being 
heiurty in the cause, bnt were also ili provìded 
with arms and ammiinitioii, mid resorted slowly, 
«nd in some instances not without compulsion, 
to ioni their standard». Sìr James Tumer^ who 
held a eonunand durìng this unfortunate inroad» 
desorìbee the composition o£ the corps which 
w«re thas aetembied, and the blandering con» 
dnet of the principal offleers after they were set 
In motìon, with an air of so much candonr and 
■impUcity, that I shall satisfy myself with an 
«Imlgeinent a( his narrative. 

" My Lord Dnke marcheth on with this iU- 
«qnipd and ill-orderd armie of his, in which I, 
behig colonel of a regiment, officiated also as 
Édjntant-genend, or rathér indeed doing the 
detitie of major-general of the infantrie, since 
fhere was none named for it. To releive Lang- 
dale at Carlisle, brought us out of the roade, 
«nd trenlie we never carne into the right way 
againe ; so true is the old saying, once wrong 
and ay wrong. At Hombie, a day's march be- 
yond Rendali, it was advised whether we should 
march by Lancashire, Cheshire, and the western 
counties, or if we should go into Yorkshire, and 
so put ourselves in the straight roade to Lon- 
don> with a resolutìon to fìght ali who should 
oppose US. Callender was indì£Perent ; Middle- 
ton was for Yorkshire : BaiJlie for Lancashire. 
My Lord Duke was for Lancashire, and it seem- 
ed he had hopes that some force would join him 
in his march that way. Whatever the matter 
was^ I never saw him tenacious in any thing 
dnring the tim^ pf his command bnt in that. 
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We choosed tliat way, which led :a8 tò òur 
mine. Our march was mudi retarded by most 
rainie and tempestaous weather, and by Rtaying i 
for coontrìe horses to carry onr little ammnni- 
tion. The van-guard is constantlie given to Sir 
Marmaduke, upon condition he shoidd Constant* 
lie fnmish guides, pioneèrs for clearing the 
ways, and what was more than both thése, to 
bave good and certaine intelligence of aU the 
enemìes motions. But whether it was by our 
fiuilt or his neglect^ want of intelligence helped 
to ruin US ; for Sir Marmaduke was well near « 
totallie routed before we knew that it was Crom<> 
well who àttacked US.* 

<<Beside PrestoninLancashire, CromwellAillfl 
on Sir Marmaduke's flank : the Engltsh imagine 
it was one Colonel Ashton, a powerfnl Presby- 
terian, who had got together about 3000 men to 
oppose US, because we carne out of Scothmd 
without the General Assembly's permissìon. 
Marke the quarell. While Sir Marmaduke dis* 
pntes the matter, Baillie, by the Duke's order, 
marches to Bibbie Bridge, and passes it with , 
ali the foot except two brigades. This was two 
miles from Preston. By my Lord Duke's com- 

* Dr Lingard (voi. x. p. 417) says, that Langdale, wbo 
had watched the motions of Cromwell, " fell hack on the 
Scottish army near Preston, and wamed the Ihihe to pre- 
pare for hattle on the followinff day." Had this been so, 
Hamilton would have deserved at the hands of his own 
army the punishment which he afterwards reoeived from 
the hands of the Parliament : but the account giren by < 
Sir James Tumer is more probable, and explains, if any 
thing can explain, the wretched management of the eom« 
bintd foroH. 



utfp^s I seati ^ame nmmimUion «ad m^^n to Sir 
Ijdannaduke's aasistanoe, but to nojpurpose, for 
^romwell prevailed so, that our English first 
retired and then fled. It must be remembered, 
that the night before this aad rencontre, Earls 
Callender and Middleton were gone to Wigham» 
eight miles from hence, with a considerabl^ part 
q£ the cavalry. Callender was come backe, and 
wa« with the Duke, and so was I ; but upon the 
xo|ite of Sir Marmaduke's people, Callender got 
aiHray to Ribble, where he arrived safelie by a 
miracfe, as I think, for the enemie was between 
the bridge and us, and had kiUed or taken the 
most part of our two brìgades of foot« The 
Puke, with bis guard of borse, Sir Mamiadukey 
with many officers, among others myselfe, got 
into Preston towne with intention to passe a 
foorde below it, though at that timo not ride- 
able. At the entrie of the towne, the enemie 
pursned us hard. The Duke faced about and 
put two troops of them to a retreat ; but so soon 
as we tumed from them, they tnmed upon us* 
The Duke facing the second time, charged them, 
which succeeded well. Being pursued the third 
time, my Lord Duke cried Ijo charge once more 
for King Charles. One trooper refusing, he 
beat him with bis sword. At that charge we put 
the enemie so far behind, that he conld not over* 
take US so soon. There Sir Mannaduke and I 
entreated the Duke to baste him to bis armie ; 
and treulie he shewed bere as much personal 
yalour as any man conld be capable of. ' 

A council of war being bela, it was resolved 
to retreat during the ensuing night. Baillie and 
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Sir Jnmè$ T^mer endeftrottPéd to didsnad* thè 
Duke from thig determiiialioii ; representing the 
impossibiiity of retìrìng* with gafóty heiùre an 
eiiemy so powerfiil in bone, in bad weatber, 
witb deep roads, tbe soldi^rg beìng wet, weaiy, 
and bungry, and withont ammunition. The 
authority of the Duke, it appears, conld not 
withdraw the major part of the offioera from this 
shamefol resolution. The retreat was begnn in 
the dark, and next moming, says 6ir James, we 
appeared at Wìgham-Moor, " half our nnmber 
less than we were ; most t>f the faint and weary 
soldiers having lagged behind, whom we nev«* 
saw again/' Nothiiuf could exceed the dismay 
and disorder into whioh the ranquished army 
fell, Turner rehited that when a regiment of 
borse pressed upon bis infantry, he desired the 
latter to balt and make way for the fugitires, 
who would othenrise bare trodden them down. 
<^ But my pikemen being demented, as I thinke 
we were ali, would not bear me, and two of 
them runne full tilt at me. One of their pikes» 
intended for my belile, I ^pped with my left 
band ; the other mn me neere two inches in the 
innerside of my right thigh; ali of them crying 
that ali of US were Cromweirs men. This made 
me forget ali rules of prudence, modestie, and 
discretion. I rode to our borse and desired 
them to ebarge tbrougli these foot. They, fear- 
ing the hazard of the pikes, stood. I then made 
a cry come behind them that tbe enemie was 
upon them. This encouraged them to charge 
my foot so fiercelie, that the pikemen threw 
down their pikes and got into honses. AU the 
borse gaUopp«d awayi ^^^ as I was IqU after« 



wmtàth Tùó% not tfaroagbi bat over oHr whok 
fyoty trMidìng thein down."* 

Tiiis anny» aa erery raader knowB, ma eom* 
pl^ely disorgwiiied «ad fell ia piaoes. The rear* 
gwurd aloBe^ which was » fall day's march beldad 
the main body» retamed to Sootlaiid in good 
ordar ; the raat were either cut off by the mili* 
tÌA in the aererai eoantiea throogh whioh they 
attempted to paaa, or were detained aa priaonem 
of war* Hamilton hamadf and some of bis prin« 
G^al officerai whom ahame preveated froa join* 
iag the miaerahle rout of their oomitrymen, 
anrrendered to the enemy, <m the sole oondition 
of eaEperìendng die mercy of Parliament. A 
aimàlar &te awaited Sir Marmaduke Langdale^ 
irho, vìth aererai of hia fbllowera» waa orertaken 
by the en«ny at a eonatry inn on the borderà 
of Staffordahire. CromweU» meaatime» coati^ 
noed hia march towarda the baaka of the Tweed» 
and fiaallyproceededto Edinburgh. Theterror 
of bis name aa a toldiar, extorted from the Prea* 
byterians in that city a show of reapeot» which 
they did aot feel for hia ebaraoter aa a leader of 
8eeteriana« They yielded»indeed, lesa relactantly 
to bis deaoand i^ sappraaaing the royaliats, and 
fior replacing the pow^of the atate in the banda 
mi Argyla. Of the avente which followed this 
revolution, Sir James Tumer speaka in theae 
terms : — " As soòne aa the news of onr defeate 
irnched ficotbmdy Arg3^e and the Kirk's party 
tose in armes everie mother's sonne ; and this 
was called the Whiggamer rode. David Lesley 
waa at their head^ and old Leven in the castle 
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of Ediiibargii caiinoiuidiiig tlié royàU ti<ód^ 
when they carne in view of him. Yet miglil 
diey bare been ali verie soone conjured to be 
' quiel;,iftheroya|Ì8tsliadiiotsiifPereathemselvetf 
to be cbeated by a treal^y, by whieh tbey were 
obliged to lay down armes, and quit their power 
in cLvii and military aiffairs. Oromwell is feact- 
ed by old Leren (pears of one tree) in the oastle 
of Edinboi^h, wnich, within two yeari after, he 
made bis own* These men who conrted him, 
were so faithfnl to the Covenaat, that, if fame 
wrong not some of them, they agre^d with him, 
in my Lady Home^s house in the Canongate, 
that there was a necessitie to take away the 
King's life. Now for the good entertainment 
the Presby terians had given this arcb-Independ* 
enty at bis return to £nghnid he left Lambert 
with foor regìments of borse to defend them 
against the IMbLignauts^-^for so were honest men 
(àled-*-t]U forces of their own were raised, 
which was soone done. And then acts of state 
and kirk are madlK^^to incapacitate ali who had 
been in Ei^land with the Duke, ali wiio had 
al>etted that engagement,, or, had assisted to it» 
from any office, chàrge, or employm^it: and 
numbers of honest ministers, upon that same ac- 
count, were tumed out of their benefices and 
liTeliboods."* 

« Slr Jamea Tujfiier^s Memoin, pp« 66, 69. Tbe follow^ 
ing proclamation inued by CromwellttponliisentranGe iute 
Scotland is worthy of notice. " Wherms we are marchiiig 
with the Parliamenfs army into the kingdom of Scotland, 
In pursoance of the remaining port of the eneniy, and for 
the recoTery of thegarriaons of Berwiok «ad Carlble, tibew 
ore to dedtfQ that if way oAcor or «pldier uQdfornqr < 
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Tbé eam^gfii of 1648 was distingnislied by 
ftti ^tétit irhich is not usttally mentioned by bit9« 
t<yriliti9,'^the deatbof Croinwell's eldest snn, wbo 
was killed in ali act^n witb tbe enemy's caralry. 
Thli yuong man, irbo8« name, too, was OHrer, 
wan abtmt nin«teen at the breaking cmt of the 
eWil war ; soon sfter whieh, by bis fether*fl in- 
tefe«t, he obtamed a cemmìssion in the Parlia- 
mefrt'g army. It n certain, from the following^ 
ìneident mentioned in the Hisrtory ef Peter- 
iNMrongh, Hiat he rnnB a e^tain so early as 1643. 
When the troops under Old Noli were employ- 
•d in destroying the painted glass and other 
ornamenta or the cathedral, a soldier fonnd a 
masinacHpt volarne, which he afterwards sold to 
a Mr Hnstin, who prevaìled npon him to write 
the acknowledgment giren below.* A« a far- 
ther proof of thi«, Jonn Liburne, in the year 

BMBd, «hall tak« or demaad aay nkoaej, or aliali vinlfntiy 
take aay horses, goods, or yictual, withoiU order» or shaU 
àbuse the people in aoy sort, he shall he tried by a council 
of war, and the said person so òffending shall be punlshed 
aeoMrdlng «d the artiGles of war, miàé for the govemment 
•f.tlia «ny In tlM kliigdom «f Eiiglaad, wiidi te daafth. 
Emek oolonel, or othcr §ìUhS oftoar, in ev«ry ragiiMnl, ia 
to transcriba the cof^ica of thi^ and to canae the aama ta 
he dellvered to each captala of hls regiment ; and every 
said captain of each respective troop and company is 'to 
ptAllah the aame to hh troop or company, and to take a 
atriet eovfae, that notUog he 4one oontrary hereunto.' 
Gftven mder ny hand, <Ua 80th Septanbcr» 1648. 

* ^*I pmy let thiaacriptuvehookalpna, Air ha hath paid 
me for it ; and therefare I would desire yoa to let it akme^ 
hy me. Henry TopclyfFe, souldler under Captain Grom- 
well, Colonel Cromwell*a aon. Therefore, J pray let it 

idmia^ Hanry I2af«UC^ <^Ffl ^ ^0^' 
z2 
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164*79 diaives the Lieutenant-Genecal witlt )w- 
TÌng serenui relatioiis in the «rmy, and amongst 
othwsy tiro of his own sons, one a eaptaia of 
Fairfax'fi life-g^uard, the- otker a oqitaia of a 
troop of borse in Harrìaon's regiment ; both» 
sajrg tbe accuser^ raw and inexperienced soldiers. 
As lUcbard Cromwell was designed for tbe bar» 
the youtbs now aUuded to must bave been Oli- 
ver and Henry ; tbe latter of whom, it is well 
known, waa a captain of tbe life*gaard. The 
otber, says Noble, was killed in July 1648, in 
atteropting to r^ulse tbe Scotch army tbat in« 
Taded £ngland under tbe Duke of Hamilton, ai 
wbich timo Colonel Harrisonwas wounded.; tbe 
latter circumstance clearly evinces that it was 
he wbo was killed, as he is just mentioned abora 
as being a captain in Harrison's regiment.* 

Tbe defeat of ibe allied army in tbe nortb 
determined tbe fortune of tbe war in tbe soutb« 
em connties. Lord Croring, after sustuning a 
check from the troops under Fairfax, threw 
bimself into Colcbestery wbich he defended with 
resojution as long as any hope remained for tbe 
royal cause. At lengtb he was conipelled to 
snrrender at discretion, wben two of bis brarest 
officers, Sir Oeoive Lisle and Sir Charles Lucas» 
were, by a councii of war, condemned to he shot. 
The latter, tearing open his waistcoat, excUim- 
ed, << Fire, rebels 1" and instantly fell. Lisle ran 
to bim, kissed bis dead body, and tnraing to the 
soldiers, desired them^'te come nearer. One of 
ibeni replied, " Fear not, sir, we shall hit you." 
« My friends," he answered, « I bare been 

* NoU«*6 MfMoin, i0l i. IN ÌS3^ 



ilearei* ^Ifoti jcfa miraed me." WAr&x wa« 
much biatned ror thit MTerìt^; and his chmrao- 
tei* is not reliered from the unputatioii of rm- 
di^ctire feeling) hj the asniranee that heaeted 
under the direction of Iretcm, the repreaenta» 
tire of Cromwell. 

In the aibsence of the amiy, the PiiMbyteriaiw 
resumed a temporary asoendeticy in the Pallia^ 
ment, and renewed their negotiation with the 
King. Theyrepealed the Tote ofnon-addretaes, 
and sent proposals fbr the eensideration of his 
Majesty, which were discnssed at considerable 
length, at the smaìl town of Newport, in the 
Isle of l^ght. The retnlt was, indeed» wah^ 
Tonrable ; tot the spirit of concQiation whick 
was thns manifbsted by the two Honsee waa 
'enfficient to alarm the military demagogiiea. 
The oouncil of officerà set fbrth a threatening 
^rochunation, charging the majority of the Gom* 
mons ynth apostacy from their former prìnct- 
ples, and appealingfrom their anthority to ** the 
extraordinary judgment of 6od, and or ali good 
people." To provide for the settlement of the 
kìngdom, and the pnnishment of the gnilty, the 
General marched several regiments into Lon* 
don; qnartering them at Whitehall, York« 
House, and the Mews. At the same timo, and 
with similar intentions, they gare ordera to re« 
more his Majesty from the Isle of Wight to 
Hnrst Castle ; a solitary edifico on the coaat of 
Hampshire, and ahnost entirely svrroiuMied by 
the sea. 

These arbitrary measnres on the part of the 
army, jnstly alarmed the more moderate divi* 
sio^ of tìie Lo wer Hoose.. Hwy remonatrated 
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pevitieii to tiieir wi«ii6trttiid M119 no longer 
•Uè to «;oQ€eid &om (kemsdivw tìiftfc « llioimgii 
i ty yfaitieii in the ^retnmetA wfn meditaled 4»y 
the independents, they resolv^d (o tAke itfl» 
oonskbraitìett ti» owieeisioiig wkiA imi heea 
nide by the King ut Newpert, «ad to ^ete»- 
mine whelker they mig ht noi be heM «s » suf- 
ficieiit iMwki OH wbidi to rest tke «ettiiement <rf 
the liiii^l<é(Mn. A debftte, which contìnued tkree 
4aiy« «nd a whole lugbty esded by ^ vote in ti» 
dmmative. The m^tary Ifiietìoii was defeated 
hf ft DfeBiearity of foHy*«ix$ tmd in tlis resoltt- 
tion» the jud^toMit (^ the €k)ffimoi» unq^aeelio»- 
*bly «oiDoided with that <of file mass ef the 
lieople^ who had fot some timo been extreiBdIy 
àefttnms iér ma aeeomnodatieii with thetr sore- 
rafO. B«t the offieehs^ althottgh vorsfeed n 
fttdìmnmty ^d net r^nqniah iheir istentiott 
of deidroyii^ ^le monarcfay. They maat^éd 
down two regtments tothe Honse ; seìaed and 
httpmoiied the teaden of the oppotiite party ; 
uMbaidated Aé remmaàer so as to repel them 
from Axàt daty ; and thereby comuanded the 
fatare dÉliheralsons of thi^ natienid asaembly. 

U haa been made à queetion by the btogra* 
fhem ef Cpamirell> whether he lutd any «bare 
m tàls ^ebrated p«rìfieatton, which was adaii* 
Bisletod by OohHiél Prìde. I^ie Lieiiteiiaiit* 
iStentnfak vetonied fram Seotland oa the evening 
of the day on which the operation was perforine 
•d> and took np Ina vaddenoe st Whitdiall; 
whereiandatotherplaceByhedeekred^ hehad 
Hot bommadonqiuaialed With tho d«iig^; yei 
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4iiKt^ Mute it mift Aftiie, Im irmt glad et it^aiid 
^Nwidd endoaTonr to maiiitaàii it«'' Bnt this m» 
«ertioB haM not erevy whdre met with impliA 
foelief, and chiefly for this reason, tkat no one 
wonld bave dared to engagé in a measure so 
extremely hazardous, had not Cromwell eillwr 
«oggested it^ or given assnnmces of sappcnrtb 
Besides, the pian of suoht an attack on Parila^ 
ibent had «ccnnred to him at an early period, as 
the ooly effectual meaas for connteracting thm 
poliey of his aatagonists. ** Those feUowt," saii 
he to Ludlow, ** will nerer leave, vntil the anay 
pulls thém ottt by the ears/' >irs Hulchittson 
alsorelates that» on aformer occasiott, ^< he waa 
in the uind tohare come and brdcea them up/' 
had not her husband, and some of the «oberer 
o£Bicer% dissnaded hiin from it» The idea» there»* 
foro» iiras not new to him ; aad it is extromely 
probaUe that, npon hearing, while he waa im 
Soodand, of the renewed asoendeney of the 
Presbytórians» as well as of their treaty wìth 
thè King, he eonununifiated to Ireton bis wisbes 
as to the interposition of th» army, and the 
diq)^r8Ì<Hi of the bostile members. « Upon the 
whole» then," says one of the moat friendly -of 
his hiistorians, " it may be judged that the Lieu- 
tenant-Oenend was.content» (agreeably to a pò» 
liey he had before sometiai^ nsed,) by meaM 
of bis emissaries» to iufluence the minds aad 
Berve the spìrits of bi/s «mipeers, in a way calr 
enlated to produce certiain consequenoefr^^whidb, 
in the case before ns» it was ìmpossible to deay 
]nll^t have been desirable to hun— without di- 
rectly pointing out, or afterwards directly sane- 
tioning» their une of conduct f a mode oi opera- 



tìon tfaa* «Mld ii|i]Aite witk liui aM«rtea igao» 
ranee of the pian admliy adopled, and wa« «1^ 
t«aded.withth#fidvMitage of leaving kim » loop» 
hole of Ofcape ol di httards."* In a lettor tè 
fViirlax, wbo had offioially coimtenaneed, or ut 
l«Mt conniTed Bit, the expobion of the iiìeiiib«r% 
firomwell ascribes the aeal of the anny to the 
direct inupirattOB of Almighty God» 
• The fìiteof tèe King wasBlraidydetenaiiied; 
«ad aothìng remamed to cemplote the tragìial 
iteae hot some eondidesatioBi aa to the groiudi 
aad manner of a pabtic trìaL It n remarhable^ 
that the capital puniahmeat of Cfaarioi had beea 
ooatomplaiML mia more or lesa ateadioeia mfm 
ainae the heginning of tàe year IM6 ; and «faat 
the repahiioaii party» aaciidat tiie variotti eUn 
and flowa of their politòcal inftereeta) had aever 
aUowed thk fatai eonaummatioa of the atrogi^e 
ia wfatch they were engaged, to remata loag ah*- 
«aat from their oomiaels for the Aitare «ettlo- 
«loat of ^e kiagdonu In the moath of May, 
^ the year jaat mentioned, Baiiiie, in writing 
«e Mr Alexàiider Headerton daring the ti^atr 
of Nowcaatle» remarks, that «< there Ì9 amah talk 
aere hy aU «otta ef people of llie Ki^'s obati- 
iM»y ; die ftbetioa rcfoìees therein ; thia dìapeal- 
tion ooiitrìbiite» greatly to their wieked dengn : 
•oar pefpleadty Amp Mm andoaiaelvea a* the pra- 
aeat ia Yery p-eat ; if he woald do hia daty k 
'^He of aU kaarei> ali wouU in a moment go 
«ight : httt if Qod liare hardoaed hlm, ao aa i 
«aa perceive» thia people wiU atoito to hato Um 
ia their power and make aa example of hiai {/ 

> «"Ottnf tmaniilltttd Idi ì!tta^^ tali 
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Before he tei ont on bis Uurt expedit»» tó 
Wales, aad while the ferment created by the 
fevdierg continaed te agitate the aimy, Croau 
ymXL made several attenqits to asoertaia làaà 
were the real sentimeiits ei the two great partiee 
which divided the natioB» in mgard te the re* 
stovatìeii of the royal aulàority* For thk por* 
poee» he invitedto dnmer a munher ef the lead<f 
mg meti both ameng the preebyteiiaosend un 
depettdentt ; and took an oppertmity ot aaoeF^ 
taÉaing dttrìng a penonal oonference the pcnnte 
ttpon which they dìfieped> and whether thete 
were any common ground whereon they mìght 
SMiet to aoeomplish a hear^ reoonoiliation* Thia 
al leaeti acoordmg to Lndlow, was the nretext 
under whioh he called tìiem together ; bnt the 
real object, he insinnates» was only to obtam 
ench wfòmiatìon as might enable hun to direet 
his eoDTìBe with safi^ty and sueoees, throagh làe 
diffienlties with which reeent erents had BWt^ 
Tomided him. The attempt, whateT«r might he 
the pnrpose which it waa meant to serre, ter» 
minated in a comfdete failnre. He foond it im» 
posflible to adjnst the rivai pretensione of th^ 
two ecclesiastical bodìes ; the one of whom conld 
net endnre a snperior, the other would not con« 
sent to tolerate an eqnal. 

He eontrired to bring abont another conferà 
eneei consisting of the Grandees, as they were 
ealled» of the Honse and army, on the one band, 
and ol a deputation of tiie republicans on the 

• BaiUie^ Voi. M. p. !»)$. 
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M AÌM maetmg, aayi L«<&o wv yfhoi waa 
present, the Grandees, of whom Lieatenanln 
Cbeaend Gromwell wàs the head, kept themseiTea 
in the dondsy and would not dedare their jodg- 
meato either f or a monanchicai» aristocratical^ or 
democralioal govemment ; maìntaining that aay 
of then mìght be good in itself» or f or iis» acr 
eording aa Proyidence shoidd direct us. The 
eommottweatth-men» on the oontrary» dechired 
that monardiy waa neither good in it»el£ nor 
giood &r thè peopk ; and they endeavonred to 
prore the fimner branoh of the aaaertion» hy 
qnoting the eighth verte of the Mghth.oh^^tev 
of the first hook of Samuel» where the rcgeotioQ 
of the judgea and the choice of a king were 
eharged uponthe braelitesby God hiniMlf aaa 
yery great crime. ISeveral other text» were ad* 
daced to establiih theaame doctrine. As to the 
inexpediency of monarchical mie» an argument 
was drawn from the recent experience of the 
kiogdom, andfrom the losses and sofPerings which 
had ariaen from the effort to maintain it. They 
reasonedy as before, that protection aad obedi- 
ence were reciprocai» and eonduded, that at the 
King had broken bis oath to goyem aooordbg to 
faiw, ile had set them free from their allegiance, 
They added, that as he had appealed to the s^ord 
£Dr the deoision of the things in dispute» and 
thereby caused the e£Fusion of a deloge of hi| 
people's blood» it seemed to be a duty incumbent 
up09 the representatives of the nation to cali 
him to account for the same ; more especially a^ 
the controversa had been detérmined by the very 
species of arbitration which he hinìseu had se» 
lected. The next «te|^ VHS to estal^lish an eqnal 
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conmionwealth, fcunded npon tlie consent of tbe 
people, and calculated to secure the rights and 
liberties of aU men ; and then they might rely 
npon seeing the hearts and hands of the nation 
joined to snpport it, as being^ at once just in itself, 
and in ali respects most condncive to the happi- 
ness and prosperity of the community at largo. 

These arsnments were enforced at great 
length hy the patrona of democracy. But it 
was not the object of Cromwell to decide in fa« 
TOnr of either party. He desired no more than 
to ascertain what were the Tiew« of both, anct 
the ineang which they mlght recommend fot* 
thcir accomplishment. " He, therefore," says 
Ludlow, " professed himself nnresolyed ; and 
haying learned what he couid of the principles 
and intentions of those present at the conference, 
he took up a cushion and flang it at my head, 
and then ran down the stairs ; but I overtook 
him with another, which made him hasten down 
£ei8ter than he desired. — The next day, passing 
by me in the House, he told me he was convin- 
ced of the desirableness of what was proposed, 
but not of the feasibleness of it ; thereby, as I' 
suppose, designing to encourage me to hope 
that he was inclined to join with us, though un- 
wiDing to pnblishhis opinion, lest the Grandees 
should be mformed of it, to whom, I presume, 
he professed himself to be of another judg- 
ment."* 

The narration now given contributes to throw 
considerable light on the politicai character of 
Cromwell. He never attempted to force the 

"- • Ludlow, voL i. pp, 238, 239. 
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eurrent of arente, but merdy to dnrect ite mo- 
tìoB towar«U the objecte whìch he wa« desìrous 
to effèct. He did not even, like a Cassius or an 
Anthony, make it his study to raise the passions 
and embark bis fortones on the high tide which 
he had suoceeded in producing ; on the contrary, 
he satisfied himself with marking the direction 
which the feelings and wishes of those aronnd 
him had already taken, and shaped bis course 
aceordingly. Pagan writers bave remarked, tbat 
the ffodtt sometimes sport with human nÉùrs ; 
an observation which jproceeded from ignoraace 
of tbat moral relation in tbings which connecte, 
by an invisible chain, the most important ev^ents 
with causes apparendy the most trìvial and in- 
adeguate. But on the occaeion just descrìbed, 
Cromwell turned into jest and the rudest buf- 
feonery a deliberation which respected the lives 
of thousandsy the fate of an ancient family of 
kings, and the future govemment of the most 
important nation in Christendom. It was a mie 
with tbat wonderful man, tbat there sbould he 
no correspondence whatever between bis words 
and his actions ; that his present doings sbould 
reveal as little as possible of bis intentions re* 
specting the future ; and bence the closest ob- 
servers of his conduct could neitber discover 
what was passing in his mind, nor predict what 
he would undertake before the sétting of the 
sun. He declared at the conference in whidi 
Ludlow harangued against monarchica! govern- 
ment, that he was stili unresolved ; but the line 
of policy which he immediately afterwards pur^ 
sued, makes it manifest tbat his determinatioa 
WM «Iready fixe4 (b«t Cbarl^s J^tuaHi w he had 
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ciMMe4 to re%n, «honld abo soon eeaae to lire. 
In tvnthi it had previonsly been a subjecft of dis« 
citasion in the conncil of officers, wnether. the 
King «hould not be brooght to justice for hìs 
tyranny aad oppression ; on whidi occasion, af« 
ter many prayers offered iip by 01ÌTer a&d the 
more resolute of bis adherents, it was secretly 
d^tormined that monarchy should be for a time 
extinguiflhed in the blood of the soTereign. 

Perhaps the real sentiments of the army are 
nawjhyiere more distinctly expressed than in the 
de<skuDation. of the House of Commons» voted by 
Gromwell and bis friends, annulling ali formei: 
vote» in £3k^ottr of a treaty with bis Majeisty* 
*« I^eithec can we belle ve," say they, " that aqy 
agreement we could bave made with the^ King 
in tbe lAe of Wight, in the conditipn he ì^as 
then in, would ever bave been obsenredi either 
by hiuwelf, or any of bis party ; for, setting aside 
the bare name of honour, »afety, ai^d freedont 
whiiìh the treaty did pretend unto, neither the 
King, nor any of bis, did ever hold him in any 
other eondition than that of a prisoner. And 
stnce ,enforced oaths are in many men's judg- 
ments not neoeseary to be kept, what asBurance 
coflild we bave that he, wbo so often had failed 
of bis promiaes made to us when he was free» 
andat bis own disposai, would make that good 
to .US when, he carne to be re-established in bis 
royal power, which he had obliged himself to do 
when he was in durance and a prisoner ? And 
besidesy hardly any example can be produced^ 
eitber foreign or domestic, of any pnnce once 
engaged in war with bis subjects, that ever kept 
any agreement whiish he nouiide with thflVi any 
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loager Aan mate aecosity did oonpcA hÌM 
thereto. The exaiaples to tke contrary yrh^ra- 
o£y are so many and bo maaifest, and the late 
Ueody yiohition of the peace betwixt the crowa 
of Spain and the people of Naplea» it so fireah in 
onr memorìes, that we cannot expect any pvopo- 
litions agreed upon at the Isle of Wight ahoiild 
hind tht» King more than the fundamental lawB 
and hisGoronation oath; besides hia oftenprotest* 
ations and engagementain thename of a kingand 
a gentlemao, which he hath so often vìolated."* 

M ilton^ in one of his politicai tracta, aTowed- , 
ly extok the condnct of the military coaneil in 
miviog the reyalistB finttn the House of Ckna- 
nions, and in aTengìng their cause on the head 
of the monarch. << If it has aiways been ^sonot- 
ed praìseworthy in private men to asist the 
state and promote the public good, whether hy 
advice or by action, our army suro ^raa in no 
ÙLvlty i^ho, being ordered by the Parliam^ìt to 
eome to town, obeyed and oame ; and wkìen ther 
were come, quelled with ease the fioetioB ama 
nproar of the King's party, who sometimei 
threatened the House itself. For things were 
teome to that pass, that of necesuty, either ire 
must be run down by them, or they by ns» 
Hiey had on their side mosl of die shopke^en i 
ànd handicraftsmen in Lmidon, and genenUy 
those of the ministen who were most fiMstioaft 
On our side was the army, whose fidelity, mo« 
deration, and courage, were snftcientiy kaown. 
It being in du^ power by thMr means to regaà 
our liberty, our state, our conuntm safety ; da ' 

* ìPùllatófctatwy fiiitory, voi. -x^rììk p. 5(Mt . 
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tM tUnk we had not leen foois to Iiare lost ali 
byonrnegligence? They who had had places of 
command in the King's army, after their party 
were snbdued, had laid down their arma, indeec^ 
against their wills, but continned enemies to us 
in their hearts. With these men, thoiigh they 
were the greatest enemies they had in the world, 
and thirsted after their blood, did the Preaby- 
terians, because they were not permitted to ex- 
ercise a ci vii as weli as an ecclesiastica! jnrisdic- 
tion over ali others, hold secret correspondence, 
and took measures very nnworthy of what they 
had formerly both saìd and done. To snch ani- 
mosity did they at length arrive, that they wonld 
father enthral themselves again to the King, 
than admit their o\m brethren to a share in 
their liberty, which they likewise had parchased 
at the price of their own blood. Tney chose 
rather to he lorded over once more by a tyrant» 
statned with the gore of so many of bis own 
snbjects, and breathing nothing bnt revenge 
i^ìnst those who snrvived, than to see their 
fHends and fellow-christians on the same foot- 
ing of eqnality. The independents, as they are 
called, were the only men that from first to last 
kept to their point, and knew what use to make 
of their victory. They refnsed, and wisely in 
my opinion, to make him king again, being 
then an enemy, who, when he was their king, 
had made himself their enemy : nor were they 
ever the less desirons of a peace ; but they very 
pmdently dreaded a new war, or a perpetuai 
siavery, under the namé of a peace."* 

* Pì'ò potiulo Anglicpfio Défènsio* 
«a2 
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The int^tiofis of tbe Miny having bemi «mn* 
muuìcated to Charles in the Isle of Wìght, he 
was entreated to make his escape* But having 
given his promise to the Parliament not to at- 
tempt the recovery of his liberty durìag their 
nogotiation with him, nor for twenty days after 
its conclusion, he would not listen to any per» 
suasioni which might bave induced him to ha» 
zard the infringement of that promise. In vain 
did his attendants urge that a promise giv^oi to 
the Parliament could no longer bebinding, sinee 
they oould no longer protect him from àie ino- 
lence which he had reason to apprehend £rom 
Other persons, to whom he was not placed u&der 
any similar engagements. The King refnsed to 
indulge such refinements of casnistry on a sul^ 
ject so closely connected with his honour ; and 
resolved to enduro even the extìremest rigoum 
of fortune, rather than expose himself to the 
ebarge of having violated his pledge* 

About the middle of Deeember, instraetK»a 
were given to Coloael Harrison to prooeed to 
Hurst Castle, in order to make arrasgementg for 
the removal of the King to the paiaoe of Wind- 
sor, preparatory to his triaL His arrivai at 
midnight ereated a deep alarm among the at- 
tendants of his Majesty ; the more especially be- 
eause this very olSicer had been named ia a let« 
ter received by Charles, during the treaty of 
Newport, as having eogaged to put aa end to 
his life by assassinatioa. Bat the fears enter- 
tained by the royal household, were altogether 
nnfounded. Harrison was a violent repuolioan, ' 
and probably thirsted for the blood of his un- 
fortnnate sovereign; but he bas been described 
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laf tto i » whi» kmw Imi, «s biBiag qaitis incapa» 
Me of «»liiig tlie part o£ a mttrderer. On the 
Moond ilay thereaftery ih» King was eseorted 
iìwn hts gioomy prìson by a Iroop of horse» un- 
der tkt <HHBmaiid of Colonel Gobbet> the same 
penNin who, a few weeks before» had condueted 
hoÈL ft^om Carisbrooke Caatk; and qb the 23d 
of Deeemèer, the melancholy cavaleade arrived 
at the pahioe abready mentioned, where its foiv 
ner master inmediately found himeelf a ne* 
g]«eted oapitiTe ; 8tri|^d of ali the hononrs and 
eèeiaanoe ^toh were due (e liia rank, and whieh 
kad net till now bemi denied to him by eiBy of 
hìe keepers. 

M eani^ile the Oommons paated a vote that 
teoh expedients as might be olfered for settUng 
tira peade and goy ernment ef the kingdom should 
be tafcea into immediate consideration. With 
thif vìew, a private meetii^ was keld foy Croni- 
w^l, ^riio caUed to bis aaaistanee Wbiteloeke 
and WìddHBgton, the commisidoneraof the great 
eeai, Leetkal the Speaker, and Dea% ene of hit; 
mo6t tniBty adli^rentB. After two sittìngs, t&e 
iawyert pnioeeded to drair np some resolutions 
as fflunded ea the deliberatiomi in whieh they 
bad been empioyed ; eomprehending a pian for 
the reCnm of the seclnded members to their 
dnty in Farliament ; an answer of the LoweT 
iienfle to the messagee of the army ; ands pro^ 
eiamation to be isssed by the Lorda and Ck»B* 
mona fiir the Bettiement of the aatien. 9ut tt 
m Bot withont reason Mr Godwin remarki^ 
** that as the King had been already sent for to 
i|Ad0i|;Q « pabliq trial^ there conid be no serieus 
meaning on the part of CranfeìreU iathese ì 



ii^v. He longlit tkem profoaUy the bsller tè 
eoBoeal tiU the last moment faif realdengm. And 
it appean that he mmnaged these eonferencei 
with 8uch address» as to bring Whitelocke and 
Widdrington, two of the first lawyen of the day, 
to lend &etr conntenanoe in a great degree to 
the new phin of govemment, aithongh they had 
both before heskated to attend thetr duty hi 
Parliament. It is a carions circnmstanoey handed 
down to ns on the same aathority, that Creo»- 
well at this time lay in one of the King's rich 
beds in Whitehal], and in this posture gave au- 
dience to some of the most consideiiible peramis 
in the nation.''* 

Varìous attempts, we are told, were made to 
induce Cromwell and bis conncil of office te 
depart £rom their resolution of puttin^ the King 
to death. The States of HdUand mterposed 
throngh the usuai diplonatic dbannel, but with» 
cut effect. The Queen wrote to the Parliament» 
entreating that she might bave a paas to return 
to England, with the view of preraìiing upe« 
her husband to giTO them satisftbctlon ; or, if she 
could not succeed in obtaining concessìotis, diat 
she might at least bave it in her power to assist 
him in bis great extremity. Her lettor* was laid 
aside unread. It is farther reported, that Co- 
lonel John Cromwell, a relation of the fatare 
Protector, who had fonnd employment in the 
service of the Dutch prorinoes, was oommissioii» 
ed by the Prince of Wales, then resident at the 
Hague, to proceed to London, with full poweva 

* Whitelotdce, DeoéiÉlMr 19| 1648« Godwln's Con* 
faoawMlth, yoL li. p. 66lto 



to gntà iBKf oMdltiiiM wUoh Am Liestenaii^ 
fianeral might demand, if he wonld consMit to 
prei«rve the life of Charles. 
' The ooionel is said to have heen encouraged 
to nndertake thk mistioB) by the recoUeetion of 
en aatoranoe gi^eii to him sene time before by 
Oliver, that he woald rather draw his sword m 
favoiir of the King than allow the republieans 
to make any attempt on his persoo* Upott bis 
amimi ia the netropolis» he ^nd that bis kiM^ 
mam had sbut himself up so dosely ia bis ebani» 
ber, and issued snch striot orders that no one 
•ho«ld be admitted to him, that it was not with* 
ont some difficnlty he obtained an intenriem 
The envoy did not AlìI to describe the action 
abont to be perpetrated in the rery darkest co* 
loitrS, and espeeially the horror wnich it "vronld 
exeite in ali foreign oonntrìes ; adding, tiint of 
ali men he least ezpected that his relation shonM 
kav<e a band In so flagitions a crime, after thè 

Etestaition whioh he had finrmerly mede on be^ 
F of his soTereign. 

Wherenpon, says Heath, Cromweii feU to bis 
old tàù^ tMìng him that it was not he bnt the 
army wbo wwe abont to inflict jnstice on the 
King; that it is tme he did once nse snch werds as 
theso whioh the cx^onel had repeated, bnt time* 
weve no w ak«red, and !l^ovidenoe seemed to dls* 
pose tbings otberwise» H« added, that he had 
p s ayod and ftsted €mt the King, bnt no return 
that way was yet made to htm. Upon tbis ^e vi^ 
mMt instened the door, mkkHi till tbin had conti* 
nued open, and going dose up to Cromwell, said, 
** Comin^it isno tkne to dally with words in tikis 
matter ; look you he]:9"*-»bo wing bis «rodsntiali 
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atod m darte bianche witfa whick he had bem.ii^ 
pUed — ** it is in your power not only to aoake 
yoanelf, bat your po8terity,fiiinily»andrelatk»iii 
happy and hononnible for ever : otherwìse^ aa 
they have changed their Dame before front 
Williami to Cromwell, so now they mimt be 
forced to change it again ; for this fact wiU brìng 
such an ignominy upon the whole geneffatUMi.c^ 
them, that no lime will be able to wipe it awiiy«" 
Here Cromwell seemed to be shaken in hit re** 
sdltttion, and to pender on the eommnnictttiQn 
which had just been made to him. After a little 
tpa«^, he replie<dy " Cousin, I desire you willgirie 
me till night to consider of it : and do yoa go to 
your inn, but go not to bed tUl you hear.&om 
me : I vili confer and consider favther about the 
business." The coloni did so ; ànd aboiit <me 
o'clock, a messenger carne to him and told. him 
he might go to bed, and expect no other answer 
40 carry to the prince ; for the councU of officerà 
had been seeking God, as Cromwell himself liad 
also done^ and it was resolved by them ali that 
die King must die.* 

The interview now descrìbed, is understood 
to bave taken place only twe days before the 
execution of Charles ; and there is no doubt 
that Oliver had already firmly resolved to^eor 
operate with bis military trìbonal, in acceia» 
plishìng that bold and unpraoedented measmwb 
Bishop Bornet, on the authority of GeneijiJ 
Drammond, afterwards Lord StrathaUen» le* 
lates axk anecdote which remores ali obseurity 

• Heath's Flagellum, p. 67. Criticai R«view of the 
tàft a O&yw CnonweU, p. 119. 
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whJell nrigbt otherwiae attaoh to tbe viéws of tbe 
Repifblicaiis. This gentleman happetied to be 
with €1*001 well wben the eommissioners from the 
Soottieh Parliament, sent to protest against put« 
ting the King to death, carne to argue with hìm. 
Cromwell bade Draimnond stay and bear their 
conference, which he did. They began» says he» 
in a faeayy languid style to lay indeed great load^ 
upon the King ; but they stili insisted on that 
daase in the ooy^nant by which they swore that 
they wonld be foithfiil in the presenration of hia 
Majesly's peroon. With these they showed upou 
what terms Scotland as well as tiie two Housea 
had engaged in the war, and what solemn de- 
darations of their zeal and duty to the King 
they ali along pnblished ; which wonld now ap- 
pear, to the scandal and reproach of the Chris* 
tian name, to bave been false pretences, if, when 
tbe King was in their power, they should pro- 
ceed to extremities. Upon this, Cromwell en- 
tering into a long discourse on the nature of the 
regal power, according to the prìnciples of Ma- 
riana and Buchanan, replied, << that he thought a 
breach of trust in a king ought to be punìshed 
more thananyother crime whatsoever. Hesaid, 
as to their covenant, they swore to the preser- 
Tadon of the King's person in the defence of the 
trite religion ; if then it appeared that the settle- 
ment of the true religion was obstructed by the 
King, so that they couid not come at it but by 
putting him out of the way, then their oath could 
not bind them to the preserving him any longen 
Re said àlsu, that their covenant did bind thiem 
to bring ali malignants, incendiaries, and ene- 
nies to the oausoi to oon£gn pniotshment ; and 



was not Ibis to be execnted impartiafly ? Wliàt 
trere ali those on whom public justioe had been 
done, especially those wbo snfPered for joining 
Moiitrose, but small offendersi acling by oom- 
missìoii from the King, who was therefore the 
principal, and so the most gnilty ? Drammond 
said Cromwell had plainly the better of them at 
tiieir own weapon, and upon their own prìnci- 
ples.* 

Among the intercessors with Oromwell for 
the Itfe of Charles, there is mentioned the name 
of hls son Richard, aftemrards Lord Protector; 
who is said to bave thrown himself at bis feet, 
and begged that he would not stain bis hands in 
the blood of bis sovereign. There were other 
members of his family who were eqnally ayerse 
to the tragica! issue which was then contempla- 
ted, and not less urgent to dissuade him from its 
perpetration ; but he had gene too far to retract 
with safety either to his own interest or person, 
and had implicated in the guilt of the design 
severa! bold spirits who conld discover no in- 
demnity for tbemselres except in its full com- 
pletion, 

It was, throughout, characteristic of Crom- 
well*s policy that, in al! matters of importance, 
he appeared to follow, rather than to lead ; and 
eren, on some occasions, to require a degree of 
compnlsion to do the very things which he was 
most desirous to perform, and to allow those 
things to take place which he had determined 
to see accomplished. He insensibly perraded 

• Barnet'fl History of kòs OwR Tmoh y^ U^IU 
Oxford edition, 1823. 
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<ftìiei» with his sentiments and commonicated to 
them his plans ; and hence in many cases hts 
Instruments had the strong feeling and con- 
«ciousness of free agency, and proceeded to re- 
«dìze his intentions as ìf they had originally 
sprang np in their own minds. So completely, 
indeed, couid he separate himself frora the de- 
signs which he had stimulated others to pnrsue, 
that, on some great emergencies, he could cali 
in question, when they proceeded irom his infe-* 
rior partisans, his own favonrite opinions, and 
condemn, too, in them the very conduct for which 
he had himselfs upplied both the occasion and the 
motive. For example, although, after the meet- 
ing of the officers at Windsor, there cannot be 
the slightest donbt that he was resolved to bring 
Charles to the sca£Pold, yet, when the idea of 
capital punishment was first started in the Lower 
House of Parlìament, he expressed the utmost 
surprise and indignation. << When it was first 
moved in the House of Commons," says Clement 
Walker, << to proceed capitally against the King^ 
Cromweli stood up and told them, that if any 
man moved this upon design, he should think 
him the greatest traitor in the world ; but since 
providence and necessity had cast them upon it, 
he should pray Ood to bless their counsels» 
though he were not provided on the sudden to 
givo them consent."* 

But it was only when he saw others too for- 
ward that he recommended reflection and delay. 
When, on the other band, he discovered a ten- 
dency to hesitate in the execution of any of bis 

* History of Independency, part U. Sec Note. F. 
VCL, L 2 B 
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gx6ftt idfuii» ha beeama yiolaiit» and eren-is^ 
taoufl — condemning wiih a lood voice the hxxà 
and unbelieying hearte whidi were inclined to 
make terms with the oppressor, or, ag he wordr 
ed in» to return back to Egypt, When» for up- 
atance, he was opposed by eoe who wiaked to 
avcHd extremitiesi he excbumed that he wwàd 
cut off Gharle8*9 head with the crown oa iL 
When» tooy on the last day of the trial» the meii> 
berg, OH the motion of Mr Downes» a^joumed 
into the Court of Wards, and were presaed by 
the sanie individuai in the most pathetic terms» 
to givo the King liberty to make some proposi- 
tions to the Parliament for the settlement f^ the 
tiation, as his Maiesty had. just before desired 
in the presence of his judges» '< Cromwell did 
answer with a great deal of storm. He told the 
Fresident that now he saw what great reasoa 
the gentleman had to pnt snch a great trouble 
upon them ; saith he, sure he doth not kaow 
that he hath to do with the hardest-hearted man 
that lives upon the earth ; however» it is Hot fit 
that the court should be.hindered firom thehr 
duty by one peevish man ; and he desired the 
court, without any more ado, weuld go aad do 
their duty."* 

But, upon the whole^ Cromwell did not take 
An active part in the trial of the King, llup 
court, which originally consisted of one hnpdred 
jand fifity individuals, gradually diminished in 
number; and on the 29th i)£ Jannary, 1649, 
when the wamint for execotton was produoed, 

• Exact and Perfect Narrative of the Trial of the Re- 
gicides, p. 168. 
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là6f«r weré oul^ iftjr-nine who would consént to 
sigli it.* Vanous statement», founded on the 
erid^ce prodaced dnring the trial of the Regi- 
cides, after the Restoration, have come down to 
dnr times, which, if trae, reflect little hononr on 
die gravitf of the Protector, especially on an 
óccasion so eictremely solemn. It was said hj 
9eT&nl witnesses, that he langhed and jeered in 
the Court of Wards during the adjournment al- 
Tvady mentioned ; and when he was called upon 
to sign the warrant, he marked Henry Martin's 
Ause with ink, aftd permitted the other to nse 
the lame f¥eedom wlth him. This strange jo* 
enJarity hears some resemblanoe to the throw- 
ing of the eushion at Lndlow's head whìle deli-* 
%m»tÌDg on the fate of the nnhappy monarch, 
«ttd presenis sqch a whimisical association of 
ideas, as mnst defy the analysis of the most ex- 
pert metaphysician. We can imderstand mnch 
better the narrative of Sir Parbeok Tempie, one 
of the commissioners appointed to try the King, 
Imt wbo refdsed to sit, when he tells ns that he 
bid himself to see and bear what was transact- 
ing in the Painted Chamber,where the Commit- 
tée of the High Court of Jnstice was assembled 
to Gcmtrive how they should regniate their novel 
prooeedings. When they were so employed, 
news was bronght, says he, Ihat bis Majesty 
was landed at Sir Robert Cotton's stairs, upon 
which Cromwell ran to the window to look at 
him as he came up the garden, bitt returned << as 
wbite as the wall." 
Colone! Hnnks, one of the individuals to whom 

* See note G, at tfae end of t|ie volume. 
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the warrant for execation is addressed, dedw^. 
that a little before the Kmg's execution» he was. 
in I^eton's chamber, where Harrison was also pre- 
sent, together with Cromwell, Hacker, Phayer». 
and Axtell. The warrant was produced and 
read by Hacker, during which Oliver addressed 
himself to Hunks, and desired him, in virtueof 
that document, to draw up an order for the exo« 
ecutìon. ^< I refused i and upon refùsing of it» 
there happened some cro^s passages. Cromwell . 
would bave no delay. There was a little table 
that stood by the door, and pen» ink, and paper . 
being Uiere, Cromwell stooped and writ ; I con- 
ceived he wrote that which he wonld have hsA 
me to write : as soon ag he had done writìng, 
he gave the pen over to Hacker*. He stoopa 
^own and did write; I cannot say what he writ;.. 
away gpea Cromwell and then Axtell; wp ali 
went out; afterwards they went into another 
room ; immediately the King carne out and wa& 
murderédJ' 

It Ì8 well known that Fairfax» who was now 
a member of the House of Peer^, refused, in 
concurrence with ali that body, to sanction the 
trial of bis Majesty. A ramour, which, however^ 
appears to be without foundation, has been pre^ 
serred by history that he meant tp employ a 
part of the army — ^his own regiment, if no.other 
would join — to prevent the execution of the sen-^^ 
tence. This bemg suspected, Cromwell, Ireton, 
l^ld Harrison coming to him, after their usuai 
manner of deceiving, endeavoured, says Perin-f 
c^ief, " to persuade him that the Lord had i^- 
jected the King, and with such like language 
as they knew had formerly prevailed upon him ; 
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ooRoéiOiiigf thiat tliey kad that very' morning 
signéd tke warrant wr tlie assassinatioB. Tliey 
also desired him wìth them to seek the Lord hy 
prayer, that they mìght know His mind in the 
thing. Which he assenting to, Harrìson was ap* 
pointed for the duty, and by compact was to draw 
eut hìs profane and blasphemoos discourse to 
GkNl to such a length as might ffive time for the 
execation« which they privatefy sent their in- 
fltmment to hasten ; of which when they had no^ 
tice that it wag passed, they rose np and per- 
goaded the General that this was a full return 
4^ prayer, and God haring so manifested his 
pleasure, they were to acquiesce in it."* 

Heath teUs the story with some varìety in the 
dnmmstancesy but likewise with such an air of 
romance as not to conciliate the belief of an un* 
prejadiced reader. << The very same day ap- 
pointed for the murder, Gromwell and the offi- 
cers assembled together, to consider of some 
means, if possible, (with securìty to the nation,) 
of saying the King s life ; and many tedious ex» 
pedients were offered hy some not so bloody aa 
the rest, and a speedy remonstranoe to the Par* 
liament proposed, and that in the meanwhile 
the King shonld be respited. Cromwell seemed 
very forward, expressing how giad he shonld be 
if snch a thing conld be effected ; for he was 
not ignorant, he said, what cainmny that action 
Woiild draw upon the army, and themselres in 
particular, though they dia nothing therein but 
in obedience to the Parliament. Bnt, he add« 
ed, before we proceed in so weighty a matter, 

• Ferinchief % Life of Charles the First. 
2b2 
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let US fleek 6od, to know hìs mind in it. Here- 
unto they agreed, and Oliver began a long-wind- 
ed prayer, and continned in ìt till a messengper 
whom ne had appoìnted for that purpose, carne 
rapping at the doar, and hastily told them that 
they need not trouble themselves about the King, 
for the work was done, which being nnexpect- 
ed to niany of them, did at present astonish them; 
trhile Cromwell, holding np bis hands, dedared- 
to them it was not the pleasure of God he shonld 
live, and therefore he feared they had done ili 
to tempt Him against His will, or word» to that 
effect/» 

It Ì8 not improbable that Cromwell and his 
friends were engaged in some sort of derotioDal 
exercisé while the execntion was going forward, 
and that the officer who announced the compie^ 
tion of it, may bave found them stili npon their 
knees; but whether the object was to soothe 
their own conscienees, or merely to ward off 
th0 expedients of those who were not ** so bloody 
as the rest," must for over remain undetermi- 
ned. That snch deceit and yiolence were not 
thonght quite nnbecoming the character of re-> 
ligious professor*» was not onìy prored by the 
condact of that sing^lar generation» bnt even 
acknowledged by them on the ground of prin* 
eiple. << I had much discourse/' says Bishop 
Bumet» <^ on this head, with one who knew 
CromweU well» and ali that set of men ; and 
asked him how they oonld excuse ali the preva- 
rications, and other ili thlngs, of which they 
.were visibly gnilty in the conduct of their afluira. 

* Flaj^eUum, p. 69. 
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Ife teld me tkey believed there- urere greal oc^. 
OBsionSy in which some mejk were called to great 
teryìcesy in th^ doing of which, they were ex- 
i^ased from the common rules of morality ; such 
were the practices of Ehad and Saul, Samson and 
David ; and by this they fancied they had a pri^ 
YÌlege from observing the standing mies."* 
, It ia doubtfiil whether the Bishop may not 
have formed an incorreet judgment when he de- 
«laredy <^ that Ireton was the person who drove 
9n the King's death; for Cromwell was ali the 
while in some suspense about it. Ireton had the 
principles and the temper of aCassiusiu him; he 
^tuck at nothing that might turn England into 
a commonwealth ; and he found in Cook and 
jBradshaw, two bold lawyers, as proper instru-^ 
ments for man^ing it. Fairfax was mach dis- 
tracted in his mind,and changed pt^rposes often 
every day. The Presbyterians and the body of 
the city were mach against it, and were every 
where fasting and praying for the Kìng's pre-> 
servution. There was not above eight thousand 
of the military about town; but these were 
aelected out of the whole army as the most enga- 
ged in enthusiasm ; and they were kept at prayer 
in their way almost day and night, exoept when 
they were upon duty» so that they were wrought 
up to a pitch of fìiry that strucic a terror into 
ali people." 

. Mark Noble, a mild and lenient writer» re- 
marks, *< that Cromwell's hypocrisy to the pub> 
lic, and jocularity throughout the dreadful tra- 
gedy of the King's trial and execution — ^though 



Burn?t*8 Own Time», voi. I. p. 78. 
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mat put of it was forced, and only ft cbveor to 
hide the pertarbation of hìs mind within-^gàiré' 
greater paia than the action itgelf» There migpht 
De the prìmary prinoiple of nature, self-^efenee, 
to plead in hÌ8 jnstìfieation, at least extennatien^ 
is putting the King to death ; but none to in- 
dole a veim of mirth and pleasantiy in the mfs- 
ibrtanes of any one, partienlarly a persoa of so 
high a degree, and who stood in so sa<H^d a re^ 
hition to him as his sovereign ; yet, durìng the 
last scenes of the King*8 life, he talked jestinglyy 
and acted bnfFoonery ; and this, too, when he waa 
professing himself only guided by Proridence^ 
and lamenting the oondition of his sovereign, 
whose lamentable ^te he was fixing. It is cer^ 
tain that he went to feast his eyes npon thè 
mnrdered King; and some say, put hìs fingete 
to the neck, to feel whether it were entirely 
severed, and viewing the inside of the body, oh- 
serred how sound it was, and how vreU made 
fbr longevity, Bowtell^ a private soldier, said, 
* that Gromwell conld not open the cofBti with 
his staff, but taking the other's sword, efitected 
it with the hilt of it ; whiie he was inspecting the 
body,*Bowtel] asking htm what government they 
should bare now, he said, * the same that then 
was.' There was no excase fbr this : yet did 
he befbre, durìng the trìal and execution, modt 
his Maker by hypocrìtical prayers ; and at thosc^ 
times and after, would shed tears for his mas*' 
ter*s nnhappy sitnation and death."* 

The death of the King alienated for ever front 
Cromwell ali the more moderate of the English 

* Memoii*8, voi. 1. p. 118. 
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peofikt whp< had oontinued to believe tkat a 
treaty with hig Majesty was not altogether im- 
piacticable. No one was any longer permitted 
to doubt that personal motives weìghed more 
with the ambitioiM soldier than the love of coun- 
try ; and that, in hastening the execution of hi» 
govereign, he had yielded to the impulse of a 
aelfish apprebension, rather than to the desìre 
vhieh he professed to entertain of vindicating 
llie ìnjured rìghts of bis fellow-snbjects, At the 
game time, he brought dishonour upon the cause 
for which he had appeared in the field with so. 
mach advantage ; He threw a stain upon the pa- 
triotigm of others, who sincerely laboured to re-^ 
new the constitutton, and thereby to place on a 
finner basis the prìvileges of the peopie and the . 
just authorìty of the sovereign : And, by disgust* 
in^ the nation with a t3rnuiny more intolerable 
than any that had ever been inflicted by a legi- 
timate prince, he paved the way for the resto- 
satioBL of the monarchy, in the same undefined 
and arbitrary form in which it originally de*^ 
scended to the House of Stuart. 

In return for this treachery to bis friends and 
bis own batter principles, Cromwell attained 
indeed to the enjoyment of a power more ex- 
tensive in itself, and less restricted in its exer- 
cige, than had been possessed by any hereditary 
monarch on the throne of England : but which, 
in the end, so far from affording him any real 
gatisfaction, only embittered bis days and dimi« 
nished their number. He felt himself surround- 
ed with anxiety, suspicion, and even terror for 
bis personal safety ; knowing that he was envied 
by some, hated by others, ridiculed by a thìrd 
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Darty» and regvded wilh avennon by the great 
body of the people. He continoed, at the sanie 
tlme, to be corroded by the workings of an 
ambition which he was not allowed to gratify. 
He aapired to the crown and sceptre, although 
varoed that he could not enjoy them but at the 
expenee of bis lìfe ; chemhing the dream that 
he might be the founder of a new dynasty, while 
he saw every reason to fear that, at hìs death, 
hig family would ìmuìediately fall back into the 
same obscurity from whioh he had sacceeded in 
giving to it a momentary elevation. 

At ali eyentSy the execution of Charles opened 
up for him a wider field whorein to display his 
peculiar talents, and to parane hìs favourite ab- 
jects. Henceforth we snall contemplate him at 
the head of the govemment ; acting with a de* 
gree of energ^ and sucoessy which bare secared 
for his administration a lasting ùaae^ and whidi» 
in some degree, compensated to his contempo- 
raries the severity and exactions which he fonnd 
it neoesary to impose. 



NOTES. 



Note A, p. 46. 

The following notices may be addnced in support of 
the opinicoi, tbat CromwcU was for some time engaged in 
the business of lirewing. 

Butler, speaking of tiie knighVs dagger» says^ 
*' It had been 'prentice io a brewer» 
Where tbis and more it did endore $ 
But left tbe trade, as many more 
Have lately done on the same score.** . 



The aathor of Olirer's Court i 

<< Who, flckler than the city ruÉ, 
Can change his brewer*s ooat to buff, 
His dray-cart to a coach, the beast 
Into two Flanders* maree at least : 
Nay, hath the art to murder kings, 
Like David, only wìth his slings.** 

Another Wrìter, in àllusion to the House of Commons^ 
es — 
<< *TÌs Koll*s old brew-house now, I sw^ar. 

The Speaker*s but his skinker, 
Their members are like th' coonoil of war, , 
Carmen^ pedlars, tinkers." 
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A Song, stì/led " T/ie Protecthig Brewer,' given in the cat- 
lection of " Loyal Songs,^ 

A brewer may be a burgess grave. 

And carry the matter so fine and so brave, 

That he the better xnay plAy the knave, 

Which nobody can deny. 
A brevirer may be a Parliament man, 
For there the knavery first began — 
And brew most cuuning plots he can, 

Which nobody can deny. 
A brewer may put on a Nahal face. 
And march to the wars with such a graoe, 
That he may get a Captain's place, 

Which nobody can deny. 
A brewer may speak so wondrous well, 
That he may rise, (sti'ange thmgs to teli,) 
And so be made a Colonel, 

Which nobody can deny, 
A brewer may make bis ibes to flee» 
And raise his fortimes so, that he 
Lieutenant- General may be, 

Which nobody can deny. 
A brewer may be ali in ali, 
And raise his powers both great and smalla 
That he may be a Lord General, 

Which nobody can deny. 
A brewer may be like a fox in a cub, 
And teach a lecture out of a tub, 
And give the wicked world a rub, 

Which nobody can deny. 
A brewer, by''s eikcise and rate, 
Will promise his army he knows what. 
And set upon the college gate, 

Which nobody can deny. 
Methinks I hear one say to me, 
Pray, why may not a brewer be 
Lord ChanocUor o' th* University? 

Which nobody can deny* 
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A brewer may Ihs as bold as Hector, 
When as he had drunk his cup of neotar ; 
. A brewer may be a Lord Protector, 
,' Which nobody can deny. 

\. .)^ow h^re remains the strangest thing, 
'-How this brewer about his liquor did hrìng, 
' To be an Emperor or a King» 

Which nobody ean deny. 
A ììrewer may do what he will, 
Ai)d.rob the chnrch and state, to sell 
. ''His* soni unto the Devil in Hell, ^ 

'*. - Which nobody can deny. 

• Ia' tlliQi 9ong of the Sale of Réligious Household Stuff 
^iyeù by'the ^ame gentleman, are these two lines : — 
** A!iid bere are Old Noll's brewing yessels, 
.-And bere are his dray and his slings.** 

Mr Walker, who paid so dear for writing his senti- 
"mexits in the History of Independency, after prophesy- 
ing that Cromwell (then lieutenant-general to Fair&x) 
-wonld assume the supreme sway, says, ** then let ali true 
saints and subjects cry out with me, ' God save King 
' Oliyer and his brewing yessels ;* " and in another place, 
q^^aldngof Harry Parker, whom he calls Observator, he 
says that he is retumed from Hamburg, and " that he is 
liifj^y prÌEfferred to be a brewer's clerk, (alias secretary to 
Ciwnwdl^.") Worm, in Cowley*s " Cutter of Coiman 
StBcetit," Ìbs a reference to Cromwell, when, speaking in 
' derìsioù.of Cutter*8 learning, he asks him, '* What parts 
.haat thoù ? Hast thou scholarship enough to be a brew- 
er's derfc?" 



Note B, p. 70. 

/ NoTHiVG is heard now amongst the brethren, but 
triumph and f ury, singing and mirth, for their happy suc- 
cess (thanks to the Devil first, and next to Noli Crom- 
well's Nose) against the Soots, whem ihey vaunt to bave 
> beaten to dust. Monro, one of the best soldiers in Ghi'is- 
VOL. I. 2 C 



tendom, ia oomiof on with a powerfal vnay io gi^e 
Noli another field aight — he will fin4 hard play here, far 
these will not be laughed out of their loyalty, nor fright- 
ened out of themselves with the blazÌDg of his beacon 
-^oae.—'ParliamefU Porter, August 28» 1648. 

Then Mr Cromwell, to show that thìs waa no time to 
speak sense and reason, stood up, and the glow-i^òrm 
glistening Ì9 hU beak, he bcigan to spit fire ; and as the 
devil quoted Scripture against our Savioiur, ad did he 
against his soTereign, and told the House, it is written, 
" Thou shalt not suffer a hypocrìte to live ;** and what 
then, I pray you, will become of himself ? — Mercur. Prag. 
January 4s 164<8. 

Dirlaiou in the army grows great ; aupcriorlty is tiie 
ihing looked upon, and Cromwdl thinln ha deaerves it 
beat, which Henry Marten is impatient to suffes ; and 
Pride» stepping between them, makes great words to fly, 
insomuch that Pxiby Nòse drew his dagger in the House 
on Saturday» and dapping it oa the seat by him, cApg c ss 
ed great anger against Henry and his leTelUng crew.--- 
Mercur, Prag, March 25, 1648. 

Nor is the malice of that bloody coward Cromwéll yet 
half satisfied with the last gUl of royal blood, drawn off 
from the father, but is now brewing more luischief tp- 
wai'ds his royal son, King Charles the Second, who, in 
spite of ali the brewers and bakers, cobblers, pediars, and 
tinkers, in the Parliament and army, is rightful King of 
(jrreat Britain. Sure Cromwéll intends to set up his trade 
of brewing again, for the other day, being in the presence 
of the Duke of Gloucester, he stroked him on the head, 
and like a merciful protector, said, " Sirrah, what trade ao 
you like best ? Woidd not a shoemaker be a good trade for 
you, or a brewer? And for that little gentlewòman, your 
sister, (meaning the Lady Elizabeth,) if she will be ruled, 
I will provide her a husband; one of Colonel Fride^s 
Bons, or one of my own, if either of them like her, or can 
love her/* The Duke told him, '< tl^t beiqg a King's 
son, he hoped the Parliament would allow him some 
means out of his &ther*s revenue, to ?pa?»twi" him like 
a gentleman, and not put him an i^prentice like a alaye." 
Note Al-r— «ty makes answar, << ^ly, yeu mi«it be.«n 
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luppft^Ùoe, fdf ali youf fiither's rerctiiùé wiU Viot miOce half 
8litisfiictl<m Ibr the wrotig he htàth dono the kingdom;'* 
atid 80 Ifo9e went blowing out. — Mercur, Eknct. Febnuury 
98, 1649. 



Note C, p. 97. 

Tt Ì8 remiirked by Batter, when speaking of the cause 
fór which the patriots engaged against Charles, that they 
were aill ready to do and suffer, without precisely knowing 
the real olject, cìtU or religious, which carried them into 
the field. 

*' When hard words, jealousies, and fears. 

Set folk» tflgether by the ears, 

And made them fight like mad or drunk 

For dame Religion, or for punk ; 

Whoee honesty they ali dorst swear for, 

Thoogh not a man of them knew wherefore.** 

An ingenioujB Italian, in the reign of Elizabeth, gave 
ifchi ehfinieter óf the Puritans : ** That the commoh peo- 
pie were wiser than the wisest of the nation ; for bere 
the yery women and shopkeepers were better aUe to judge 
of predestination, and what laws were fit to he made con* 
Corning chnrch goremment, and what were Ut to he bbeyed 
or demolished ; that they wére more able (or at least 
thooght so) to raise and determine perplexed eases of con- 
seienoe than the most leamed eolleges in Italy ; that men 
Of fllightest leaming, or at least the most ignorant of the 
common people, were mad for a new, or a super, or a 
re-reformation of religion. And in this they'appeared like 
ihat man who wonld never oeaee to whet and whet bis 
Imife tiH there was no steél left to make it ilseM." — 
Eoùker'8 Zife, by WaUon. 

The Dissenters, many of whom before the War had got 
into parish churches, preached the people into rebellion, 
incited them to take arms and fight the IiOrd*s battles, and 
destroy the Amalekites root and branch, hip and thigh, 
and to root out the wicked from the earth. They told 
the people that they sbould bfnd their kings in cfaains. 
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And their nobles with links of iron ; and one of \ 
(Dtirnan at Sandwich) prayed to God ^ that the King 
nùght he brought to Parliament in chains of iron.** It 
has been fully made out that many indiTÌdoals were drawn 
into the war by the direful imprecations pronounced from 
the pulpit by seditious preachers. Dr Sonth mentions he 
had it from the mouth of Axtell, one of the regicides, 
'* that he, with many more, went into that execrable war, 
with such a eontroUing horror upon theIr spirita fìwm 
those puUic sermons, especially of Brookes and Calamy, 
that they verily believed they should bave been accuraed 
by God for ever, if they had not acted their part in that 
dismal tragedy.** It is not, therefore, at ali wonderful 
that CromweU should bave found himself in the predica- 
ment whìch he himself described when he said, " I know 
what I wouid not bave, but I do not know what I wauU 
bave." 



Note D, p. 136. 

The interest which attaches to the character of Lord 
Falkland, will form an apology for inserting the foUowing 
aneodote, already so well known to ali who have peruaed 
the annals of the Civil War. 

Whilst he was with the King at Oxford, bis Mtyesty 
went one day to see the public library, where he waa 
showed, among other books, a Virgil, nobly printed^ 
ezquisitely bound. The Lord Falkland, to divert the 
King, would bave his Majesty make a trial of his fortune 
by the Sortes Virgilian», an usuai kind of divination in 
ages past, made by opening a Virgil. The King opening 
the hook, the passage which happened to come up was 
that part of Dido*s in^precatlon against iEneas, iv. 615» 
&c. 

** At, bello audacis populi Texatus et armis» 
Finibus extorris, complexu avolsus luli, 
Auxilium imploret, vìdeatque indigna suorum 
Funera : nec quum se sub leges pacis iniqui» 
Tradiderit, regno aut optata luce fruatur, 
S«d cadat ante diem mediaque inhumatus arena." 
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Wldch Ì8 thuH tranalated by Dryden : 

" Oppress'd witb nimibera m ibk nnequal fidd, 
His xnen discouraged, and himself expell'd, 
. Jjtet him for sHccour sue ÌT<nn place to place, 
Tom from his eubjecto and hÌ8 Bon*8 embrace. 
First let him see hii friends in batUe slain. 
And theìr untimely fate lament in yain ; 
And when at kogth the eniel war shall cease> 
On hard eonditioDe may he bay his peaee ; 
Kor let him then enjoy supreme command, 
But fall imtimely by some hostile band. 
And Uè unburied on the barren sand !** 

Kinf Charles seemin|r eoncemed at this accident, th« 
ìx/rd Falkland, who obserred it, would likewise try his 
•wn fortune in the same manner ; hoping he might fall 
upon some passage that oould bave no relation to his case, 
and thereby divert the King's thougfats from any imprea» 
sioA the ether might make upon him: but the place Lord 
Fidkland stumbled upon was yet more suited to his destiay 
than the other had been to the King*8 ; being the follow-» 
ing expressions of Fvander upon the untimely death of his 
mm PaUas, iEn. xi. 152. 

*^ Non haec, O Palla ! dederas promissa petenti, 

Cautius ut saevo velles te credere marti. 

HaUd ignarus eram quantum nova gloria fn armls, 

£t prsednlce decus primo certamine posset. 

!PrimitÌ8e juTcnis misero ! bellique propinqui 

]3ura rudimenta !** 

Of which Dryden has gÌTen us liie following transl»- 
tion:-^ 

** Oh, PàOas! thon hast fail'd thy plighted word 
Te ilght wkfa cautien, not to tempt the sword ; 
I warn*d thee, but in Tain ; for well I knew 
"Whiit perils youthfiil ardour would pursue ; 
That boiling blood would carry thee too far, 
YouDg as thon wert, in danger's race to war. 
O curst essay of arms, disastrous doom, 
• Fjrdiude of Moody fields and figbts to come !'* 
2c2 
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Non: E, ^. 264. 

iTlsgeneralIybelieYedby hÌ8tor!an8, tliat tlie flight òf tbe 
King fipom Hatnpton Court was contrived by Cromwell, 
when he found there was no longer any prospect of re- 
conciling Charles to the army on the terms which Ireton 
had suggested. Mrs Hutchinson endeavours to protect 
the character of hoth these officerà against the charge, to 
which their conduct appears to have exposed them, that 
they meant to aggrandize themselves and families at the 
expense of the cause for which they had engaged ; but 
she says nothing as to their knowledge of the King*s in- 
tentiODL to withdraw from bis palace. ^* To speak the 
trath of ali, Cromwell was at that time so iacorruptihl|r 
£EÙthful to bis trust, and to the people's interest, that iu 
could not be drawn in to practise eyen bis own usuai aii4 
naturai dissimulations on this occasion." This testimo* 
tiial is of some value, as far as it respects the bonesty of 
the Lieutenant-General's intentions in conducting the ne» 
gotiation with Charles at Hampton Court. But it leaves 
untouched the other point, not less important to the sin* 
cerity of his views, which relates to the secret instigations 
which induced his Majesty to becoxue a voluntary pri- 
soner in Carisbrooke Castle. 

The following statement conveys the opinion of Lord 
Clarendon on this head ; and as it appears to have been 
written immediately after the event, and before the death 
of the King, it may be regarded as conveying the impres- 
Sion which was made among the royalists at the time. 
AUuding to the turbule&t conduct of the Agitators and 
Levellers, he says, 

*' You must understand this dislike of theirs agsdnst 
those proceedings, was not out of any good affection to- 
wards the King, but only having engaged their creatures 
long since to intend his ruin, and that rabbie having, as 
theythought, a fit opportunlty to setabout it, began upon 
a sudden to stri ve so furiously, that they almost spoiled aU. 
So that the grand steersmen of the plot were neoessitated, 
in regard they saw the constitutions of the peofple would 
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noi bear so open and hurried a course agaiost thelr King, 

to take them off with might and maln. And herefoy they 

took occasìon to communicate counsels with such in the 

army, whose hearts were truly loyal, to act under most 

specious pretences, to ingratiate themselves, ohtain credit 

and confidence, and obscure their design ; which must he 

efitected another way with subtility. In prosecution here- 

ofy ali friendship was pretended towards bis Msyesty, a 

friendly correspondence beld, and daily intelligence given 

bim of ali that was done, or intended, by the Agitatore 

and the guards doubled to preserve bis person from assaa- 

sins : And ali tbis, not out of any good-will, (though so 

pretended,) but only in order to their design to strike ter- 

ror to bis Majesty, and by this stratagem, work in bim 

a willingness to remove from Hampton Court (as a place 

not secure) to some otber of more safety, where he might 

be out of the reach of the agitators, and parley with the 

Parliament touching the setti ement of the kingdom* 

7hus, partly by fright, and partly by feigned friendship, 

seconded with high promises, they prevailed so far upon 

the good King and bis frlends that were about bim, to 

make a pretended escape from Hampton Court, and com- 

mit himself to their mercy under the power of Hammond. 

So that they are now arrived to the height of their wìsh^ 

baving by these sleights withdrawn bim from Hampton 

Court, tbat place where they perceived bim to be so eyed 

and adored by bis people ; and where he was courted and 

looked upon as stepping into the throne again at West- 

minster ; and where it had been impossible to have kept 

bim long from the resene of a popular insurrection, and 

altogether dangerous to have used any extremity towards 

him. But now, baving bim cooped up tbus, as it were 

out of the World, what the consequence will be any man 

•may collect, tbat is neither a propbet, nor the son of a 

propbet." — ClartndorCs State Papera, voi. iì. Appendix, 

p. xliii. 

KoTK F, p. SOL 

The connexion of Cromwell witli the Levellers bas 
never been clearly dlscovered. There is no doubt that both 
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he and Ireton eneoaraged them io a certaìn extent, on the 
flame priìiidple thatthey coontenanoed the A^tators ; and 
Si ìa eqaally certidn, that both theae dasses of men sn»- 
pected the Tiews of Oliver, and became bis enemies. Mn 
Hutchinaon (voi. ii. p. 189) mys, that the LeréOen 
'* were they who first began to disocnrer the ambition of 
Lieatenant- General Cromwéll and bis idolators, and to 
snspect and dislike it. About this time he was sent down, 
after his rictory in Wales, to encounter Hamilton in the 
north. When he went down, the chiefe of tbese LeT«]- 
lers, ibllowing him ont of the towne to take their leaves of 
h!m, received secret professions from hlm of a spirit beni 
to xnirsne the sanie just and honest things that they desi- 
red; and they went away with great sadsfaetion, till they 
heard that a coachfol of Presbyterian priests, coming after 
theniy went away no lesse pleased : by which it was ap- 
parent that he dissembled with one w the other, and by 
so doing lost bis credit with both." 

The following paper expresses so dosely the sentimenti 
of Cromwéll and Ireton, that it is impoMible not to sna-' 
pect that the band of thè latter was employed in drawin|^ 
it up. 

An Agreement ofthe Peoplefir afirm andpreeent Peace, 
upon groundi of Common Righi and Freedom,- and as it 
was proposed by the Agente of the Five Regiments of 
Hórset and sinee hy the General Approbation of thè 
Arrmfj offiered to the Joint Concurrence of aU the Freè 
Commons of England, 

Having by our late labours and hazards made it appear 
to the world at how high a rate we yalue our just freedom, 
and God baTÌng so far owned our cause as to deliver thf 
enemies thereof into our hands : We do now hold ourselvefi 
bound, in mutuai dnty to each other, to take thebest cary 
we can for the future, to avoid both the danger of returur 
ing into a slavish oondition, and the chargeable reinedy of 
another war ; for, as it cannot be iipagined that so many 
of our countreymen would bave opposed us in this quar- 
rel, if they ]iad understood their own g<v>d ; so may,we 
safely promise to oursdves, that when our common right» 
and liberties shall be deared, their endeavours will he 
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<iÌMr^poliited that aeek to mtike themselTes our masters : 
«inee, therrfore, our former oppressions, and scarce yet 
esded troable?» bave been occasionéd eitiier by want^ of 
fine^uent national meetings in council, or by rendering 
thow meetings ineffectnal : We are fully agreed and re» 
«olyed to preyide, tbat bereafter our representatires be 
neither lefi to an uncertainty for tbe tìme, nor made use' 
lesa to tbe ends for wbich tbey are intended : In order 
"wlttreunto we declare, 

Ist» That the people of England being at this day very 
unequaUy distributed, by connties, cities, and burroughs^ 
Ibr «be eìection of their deputies in Parliament, ougbt to 
be more indifferently proportioned accerding to tbe num- 
ber of the inhabitants. Tbe circumstances whereof, for 
luimber, place, and manner, are to be set down before the 
«od 6f this present parliament. 

2d, That, to prevent the many inconTeniences appa^ 
veatìf «tising from the long continuance of the same per- 
sona in «ttthority, this present parliament be dissolred 
uftm tiie hist day of September, which shall be in the 
year of our Lord 1648. 

3df That the people do of course chuse themselves a 
parliament once in two years, tìz. upon the first Tburs^ 
éay in every second March, after the manner as shall be 
preacribed before the end of this parliament, to begin to 
sit upon the first Thursday in Aprii following, at West- 
minster, ot such other place as shall be appointed Irom 
time to time by the preceding representatires ; and to 
continue till the last of September then next ensuing, and 
no longer. 

4th, That the power of ibis, and ali future representa* 
tiyes of this nation, is inferior only to tiieirs who chuse 
them and doth eztend, without the consent or ooncunrence 
of any other person or persons, to the enacting, altering, 
and repealing of laws ; to the erecting and abolishing ni 
offices and courts ; to the appointing, removing, and calling 
to account magistrates and officerà of ali degrees ; to the 
making war and peace ; to the treating with fomùgn 
States, and generally to whatsoever is not expressly or 
implyedly reserved by the represented to themselvea, which 
are as followeth : 
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1. That malten of idigioa mdA iàw wttyi «f* CMV 
ironUp are not at ali introated ly i» lo- any Irnmaii 
fower, becaute thcr^ we cannol vemit ar «xcecd a tHdo 
of what Olir oonsdeiioea dictate io b^tl» mlnde of God 
witboat wilful sin ; Detarthelefse the publieke iray of in- 
atrueting the natiaii (ao It he not oompulaive) is refianred* 
to their disoretion. 

2. That the mattèr of impreaing and oonatraining any 
of OS to serve in the wars, is against our freedom, and 
thereiHre we do not allow it In our representatlTes ; the 
mther, beeause money (the slnaws of war) bein|^>alfv«ya 
at their disposai, they oan nerer want numbeta of nasK 
api enough to engagé in any just oanaa. 

3. That after the dissolntion of this preient parllaaaetit; 
no person he at any tìme quastionad fi>r any thing aaléiMi 
done in reference to the lata pnhUchp 'difliBrmees, òUMa^ 
wise than in exeoution of tìie Judgmeaia '^f the praaant 
representatiyes or House of Gottunoiis, 

4. That in ali laws made, or to he mads, avary pana* 
nay he hoond àlike j and that no tennfe, estate, ch ag t iv 
degree^ birth, or place, do confer any exeoAption from tiM 
ordinary oonrse of legai proceedings, wherenato othua are 
subjeeted. 

5w That as the lawa onght to he eqàal, so thay aofost ho 
good, and not evidently destruGtlTO to the safety and weikì 
being of the people. 

These things we dedara to be oar nativa rigfata; and 
tiierdrare are agreed and resolved to maintain them with 
our utmost poasibilities againat ali opposition whatsooTcry 
being compelled thereunto not only by the examples of 
oor aneesttwa, whose blood was ofien split in vnn fot ihe 
recovery of their fJt cd oB Bg, suffering themselTes, throogli 
finandttlent aceommodations, to be etili dduded of the frnit 
of their vietorles ; hot also by oar own woeful experience/ 
who» having long eacpected, and dearly samed, the està* 
blishment of these certain rulas of govemment, are yet 
made to depend, fot the settiement of onr peate and ft«e- 
dom, npon Him that hitended our bondage, and tarongfat 
a eroel war npon os. 
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Note G, p. 903» 

Thx Waeeakt fob Bkhxadiko Chaklks Ist. 

At the high Co'rt of Juatice Air the tryinge 
and Judginge of Charles Stenart, King of England, 
January 29thy Anno Dom. 1648. 

Whxbxas, Charles Steuart, Kinge of England, la and 
Btandeth oonvicted, attaynted, and condemned of High 
IVeason, and other high crymes. And sentence, uppon 
Saturdày last, wàs pì'onounced against'him hy this Cort» 
to Im pntt to death, hy the seyeringe of his head from his 
body. Of wch sentence, executon remayneth to he d<Hìe. 
Theso are therefore to will and require you to see the said 
sentence execnted, in the open Streete, before Whitehall, 
uppon the morrowe, belng the Thirtleth day of this in- 
stante moneth of January, hetweene thehonrs of Tenn in 
the moming, and Flve in the aftemoon of the same day, 
w^ filli effect. , And for soe doìng , tUa «hall he yo^ suf- 
fident warrant. And these are to reqnire Ali Officerà 
and Sonldiers, and other the good people of this Nation of 
£ngland, to he assistinge nnto you in this serrice. Given 
under o' Hands and Seales. 
To CoUonell Francis Hacker, CoUonell Huncks, 
and Lieutenant-Collonell Fhayre, and to every of ihem. 
[Seals.] [Sealfl.] {Seals.] 



Jo, Bradshawe^ 
Tho. Grey, 
O. Cromwélly 
£dw. Whalley, 
M. Livesey, 
John Okey, 
J. Dayera, 
Jo. Bourc^iier, 
H. Ireton, 



Har. Wàlkr, 
John Blakiston, 
J. Hutchinaon, 
WiUi. Goff, 
Tho. Pride, 
Pe. Templi 
T. HarriMm, 
J. Hewaon, 
Hen. Smyth, 



Tho. Maulererer, Per. Pelham, 



RL Deane, 
Robert Tichbome^ 
H. Edwardes, 
Daniel Blagrave, 
Owen Bowe^ 
Willm. Perfoy, 
Ad. Serope, 
James Tempie, 
A. Garland, 
Edm. Ludlowe, 



32i notes; 

[Seals.] [Seals.] [Seab.] 

Henry ]VLu*teq, Tho, Horton, Tho. Cballooer, 

Viiit. Potter, J. Jones, Tho. Wogan, 

Wm. Constable, John Frenne, John Venne, 

Rich. Ingoldesby, Gilbt. Millington^ Gregory Clement, 
Will. Cawley, G. Ffleetwood, Jo. Downes, 
Jo. Bàrkstead, J. Alured, Tho. Waytc, 

Isaa. Ewer, Robt. LUburae^ Tho. Scott, 

John DixweU, Will. Say, Jo. Carew, 

Valentine Wauton, Anth. Stapley, Miles Corbet. 
Symon Mayne, Gre. Norton, 

A most accurate fac-simile of this warrant was eiigra- 
ved by the Society of Antiquarians, on a large sheet, in 
1750. 
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